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Abstract 


This book studies the careers of the descendams of five important religious élite 
families of the Hijaz for the Umayyad and early "Abbasid periods (40-218 AH). The 
eponym of each family was among the earliest and most celebrated converts to Islam 
and each was a viable candidate for the caliphate after the murder of "Umar 1 (4. 
AH). Yet, though two among them did rule as caliphs in a highly volatile milieu, no 
direct descendant of theirs was ever able to assume the supreme rule of the Muslim 
polity after them. What happened to these highly prominent families? This book 
presents the sociopolitical trajectories of these élite families. 


The Arabo-[slamic historiographical tradition not only ignores the sociopolitical history 
of the carly Islamic Hijiz, but it also confronts the historian with many insurmountable 
technical challenges, The problems of the paucity of the desired narrative historiogra 

phy and the notoriously unwieldy sources can be overcome if provincial history is made 
to depend on prosopography, ie. if it is taken to be a history of individuals belonging 
to identifiable groups. Insofar as they belong to increasingly wider categories—family 
branch, family, clan, tribe, etc.——that have a diachronic presence, a detailed and reliable 
sociopolitical history of the Hijiz can be reconstructed. This is what this book aims 1 
do in a preliminary way on the basis of the five families. 


The body of the book addresses three subjects: (1) the potential use and abuse of Arubo- 

Islamic genealogies and prosopographies for writing provincial histories; (2) kinship 
and marriage in early Islamic Arabia generally and, more specifically, the importance 
of cognate and marital links for social ascendancy and for the creation of quasi 

corporate political blocs that cut across tribal and agnatic lines; and (3) the social and 
political history of the Hijiz. As for the last point, in summary, this book shows that, 
with a few exceptions, ‘Abs al-Malik (r. 65-86 Al) had been able to reconcile with the 
hij lite by the end of the counter-caliphate of ‘Abdallah b. al-Zubayr (rca. 63-72 
AH), plying them, as Mu"awiya (r. 40-60 AH) had once done, with gifts and political 
posts. As his program of centralization became more oppressive in his last years, 80 100 
did his relationship with an increasingly disenfranchised Hijazi élite become more 
strained. By the end of the reign of al-Walid (r. 86-96 AH), the Hijazi élite had 
mobilized again, this time forming two blocs —one under the leadership of the Hasanid 
‘Alids and the other under the initial jout leadership of the ‘Abbasids, Husaynids, and 
Hanafiyya. I is the movement of these two groups that culminated in the demise of the 
Umayyads (40-132 AH), after which the élite structures were again reshufMled. 
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Introduction 


This book is a prosopographical preliminary to a larger study of the history of the Hijiz 
for the Umayyad and early “Abbasid periods (40-218 AH), It began with full conscious 
ness of the challenges posed by the Arabo-Islamic historiographical tradition and the 
hypothesis that the social networks implicit in the less problematic prosopographies 
can reveal patterns in the sociopolitical trajectory of the province for the period under 
consideration. Such patterns have indeed emerged—the hypothesis has passed the 
test—and are the groundwork for a more comprehensive penetration of the sources in 
future work. 

The historiographical experiment is based on the families of Sa‘d b. ABT Wagqis, 

Abst al-Rabmiin b. “Awf, Talba b “Ubaydallah, “Uthmiin b. ‘Affin, and ‘AIT, AbI Talib, 
These men were among the earliest and most celebrated converts to Islam and each was 
a viable candidate for the caliphate after the murder of “Umar 1. Yet, though two among 
them did rule as caliphs in a highly volatile political milieu, none of their direct descen: 
dants, most of whom remained concentrated in the Hijiz, was able to assume supreme 
rule over the Muslim polity, What happened to these prominent families? 

This book studies the social and political fortunes of these notable families over 
several generations as a foundation for reconstructing a provincial history for the early 
Islamic period. The details of this history also shed light on the relation of the periphery 

the center and so contribute new insights into the previously neglected actiology of 
the climactic events of the period. Nevertheless, the experimental and preliminary 
‘nature of the work must be kept in mind. For a comprehensive study requires a greater 
cross-section of the society, a more uniform and scientific method of analysis, and 
focused attention to economic and administrative factors than has been possible here. 


Historiographical Problems and Method 


Early Islamic history is notoriously problematic for several reasons. First, the earliest 
extant narrative chronographies covering the first century of Islam were compiled 
several decades after the events they purport to describe. Their raw material comprised 
oral fragments, i.e. decontextualized stones that were told by semi-professional story. 
tellers (qussds) in sermons and religious gatherings. In the absence of an early system 
atic method of oral transmission these units of Islamic historiography were highly 
susceptible to the introduction of variants. 


On the qussds, see Dart, Rise of Hissarical Writing, 24, and the references cited there 

The existence of some written matenal is assumed by Goktziber, ‘Der Diwan des Garwal b. Aus 
al-Hutej'a'; by Krenkow, "The Use of Writing’; very strongly asserted by Sezgin, Geschichte, |, pp 
53-84; by Abbott, Studies, p. 26, This position has been challenged by Selleim, “Muhammeds erstes 
Offenbarungseriebeis": by Leder, “Authorship and Transmission’: by Muranyi, ‘ffm Ishiq's itdb af 
Magict in der Riwdva vor Yinus b. Bukair’. For a middle position, see Schoeler, "Die Frage der 
schnifilichen oder mindlichen Uberticferung der Wissenschaften im fruben Islam’: Id. “Weiteres zur 
Frage’ Id. “Mandliche Thora und Hadit’. Schoeler. who concedes the existence of kink as "sornething. 
‘written’ for the first century, does not go so far as to say that such written matcral fell in the category 
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Second, the historiographical texts at our disposal were the products of the second 
dynasty of Islam (the ‘Abbisids), which aimed through historiography to undermine 
the claims of its predecessors (the Umayyads). Thus, there exists the possibility that the 
fragments that went into making the chronographical tradition were also deliberately 
tampered with by the historians for the purposes of manufacturing legitimacy. These 
historians were also transforming historical memory in response to the highly volatile 
sectarian milieu in which they operated.* 

Third, as the caliphal center of the Islamic world moved out of the Arabian Peninsula, 
‘Muslim historians tended to neglect the heartland of Muslim origins, the Hijiiz. Focus 
on this region was limited to the context of the Prophet's life and the lives of the first 
three caliphs. Other than that, most histories, even if exclusively telescoping the region, 
supplied relatively little information about its events for the first century and a half and 
concentrated instead on creating origin myths and legends and on sanctifying the 
region. 


‘of the publishable. It was rather close wo the hypomnéma koown from the Hellenic tadition, meant 
‘unually for private use. tn its next stage of development, it came to be kystematically compiles. Gnther 
argues that such compdlations, though fot publishable, were rather closer to lterary comgsosihons. Ela. 
‘on the other hand, argues for the existence of such publishable books from the fir century. Se Ead. 
“Beginnungs,” 116tT., where a lucid summary of the various positions and bubliegraphical notes are 
provided. See also Noth/Contad, The Early Arabic Historical Tradition, p. 41; Robinson. Lslamic 
‘Mistoriography, \7248, Cook, "The Opponent of the Writing"; Motaki, Die Anflinge der ilamischen 
Surtyprdens. 87-92 

» On tampering with sources under histoncal pressures, see €g Noldcke, ‘Zur Tendenzxisen 
Gestaltung der Ungeschichle’, Fniedinensder,‘Mubanimedanische Geschichtskonstrukbonen’ see alse 
Hrunschvig, “Iho ’Abdalh'akam’; ‘Umayyads’ (G, R, Hawting), £2. X, $403, for further comments 
‘on historical retrojection; and Donner, *Uituman anut the Rashiddn’ for the strategies of handling 
reports employed by a later compiler of historical eports with a view to bis ‘confessional precommt- 
‘ments’. The various positions on the historical and religious sources for early Islamic history aod 
religion are nicely mummed up by Donner, Narratives. pp 125 He challenges the position of scholars 
radically skeptical of the value of Arabo-tslamic sources for historical reconstruction at pp. 2-11 
Here he also offers extensive bibliography 

Interest 1n the sociopolitics of carly Islamic Mijas very limited in the extant Arabo-tslamic 
sourves of provincial history, The following are key texts of local history. tba Shabbab's Tirith al 
Madina al-munawwar (on moagues, tombs, wad, yadaqat. quarters of tribes, and some hagiogra- 
phy), Ibn al-Diya"s Tarikh makka al-musharrafa wa- I-masjid al-harém wa-l-madina ol-sharifr 
war 'I-qabr al-sharif (Focus on prebrstory of Ka'ba, additions to Ka'ba, the same of the Prophet's 
mosque, prebistory, and identification of some locations); Quib al-Din al-Hanafl, Twit al-Madine 
(pre-history ara! focus on various mosques); Azragi’s Akt makku (focus on the history of the Ka"ba, 
designation of sacred boundaries, Pilgrimage rituals, and the quarters of some families), Fast's SAya 
‘al-whardo (interests almost identical to those of Azraqi) abl FaRiI's AAANar maka (same as the (wo 
preceding sources, with some additional information of sociopobitical categones). Perhaps the local 
history that comes closest to our objectives is the fairly tate al- Tila al-harfa fi Tarith al-muadine al 
sharifa by the ninth century author al-Sakhawi This last work 1s a useful alphabetically-arranged 
prosopographiy, 

‘An introduction to early Hijazt histonography is provided by al-Fast, "Mulla". Drawing partly 
‘on the work af Salil Abmad al~’AIF on this subject that appeared in volume eleven of Mapallat al 
‘majma’ al-'ibmi al- igi (a work to which 1 did not have access, the author concludes that the mayor 
source and perhaps writen standard for the early historiography of the Hijaz was ‘Abd al’Aztz b 
“Imrin b, “Abd al"Aziz b. ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rahmaan b. “Aw! al-Zubri, descended from one of the 
Companions whose family 1s studied in this book. The citations have litle to do with sociopolitical 
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Finally, early Islamic historiography concerned itself almost exclusively with the 
climaxes of the past. In other words, it paid undue attention to even the most mundane 
details of certain events of mythological proportions —wars, succession disputes, revo- 
hutions—at the cost of our knowledge of the slow simmer of local histories that were 
the impetus behind them. As a result, accounts of major events were so separated by 
impenetrable temporal gaps that mosdem investigators are frustrated with a sense that 
they cannot see history between these events. 

Thus two main issues that are to be tackled by historians of carly Islam have to do 
with the reliability of the sources and with a latent and generally inaccessible provincial 
history of certain areas. If we focus on the Hijiz, these two issues may be problematized 
in the following question: early on, what happened socially and politically in the 
heartland of Islam after the limelight shifted to the north? The answer to this question 
will deal with the third and fourth problems of Islamic historiography, ie. it will shed 
light on the dark center of Islam during its most impenetrable periods. And it will do so 
with a critical eye to the problems of the sources, two of which | outlined above. 

Over the past few decades, historians of Islam have tried to address the problem of 
the Arabo-Islamic sources in various ways that range from form criticism as developed 
in Old Testament and New Testament studies to subjecting the contents of these sources 
to rigorous internal tests,’ Though each of these approaches has its merits, given the 
nature of the sources, cach method can fail at vanous stumbling points; and, more 
importantly, none ean deliver the details of provincial histones that are so tmportast for 
reconstructing the intemal contours of the larger narratives that we now possess 

‘One way around these problems ts to delay one’s reliance on the traditional narrative 
sourves and to reconstruct instead a sociopolitical history initially on the basis of Arabo- 
Islamic prosopographies." Prosopography, defined as the study of individuals insofar 


Ihintory, The earfeat written account, ow lent wa that of fbn Zabiln. From the transmissions ao his 
authority found a Samba and other sources cited by al-JAsir and in the study and compilation of 
‘Salama (AkAbUr).t appears that he did not concern humself much wath sacrapolitical hist either 
‘Such history, fu! was indeed recorded, was prohably lost an the great fre of the nunth century that 
‘consumed » qumber ofthe books in Sambidi's library and resulted i the loss of the complete version 
‘of his owo af-Wafd It w similary reported by Samhodl, whove work 1 the main source pecserving 
cearler accounts, thatthe version of fe Shabbah in his prnsexsnon was tocunnplete Its ths allegedly 
ancomplete versio that bas come down to us, Whatever the history af the hitornayraphical texts on 
‘Mdina may be. st cannot be demed thal wha we oow have 5 0 suitable for sexwopoliicalrecunstiuc- 
tions. Almost all works on the bistory of the Hyae fallin the fad or retaed yertes 

® See, eg El-Hitm, Reinserpreting Islamic Historiography (nierary-criical reading of sources) 
asm, Islamic Revolution and Hustorical Memory (studhes decoding tendentious histonal writing 
{through attention to various narrative sirategses), Noth’Conrad, Historical Writing (focus on Iiesiry 
themes and topes; Dun, The Rise of Hustorical Writing among the Arabs (historical approach toward 
the emergence of historiography and the theary of repeal schools) 

* A prosopographical project was already begua in 1915 by Leone Cactani under the tite 
‘Onomasticon Arabicum (sce bibliography). The project was recently revived by Christian Miller and 
Jacqueline Sublet a the CNRS, Pans. The fist edition of the computer based Onomasticom Aruhicum 
as made available to the public on the CNRS site early in January 2006 (htip:/Mhalshs.cesd.cnrs, 
fe'view by_stamp.php?labelIRHT&langve~fr&action_todo-viewSid~halshs-00008 7488 
vversion=1) (accessed 0204/2010), The introduction to this database provides a synopsis of its long 
history dating back to the nineteenth century. A first demo of Michael Lecker’s “The Jerusalem 
Pronopogranty Project: Early Islamac Admumistratin'ts cow available at hip “micro mace: buy aA 
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as they belong to groups,” falls back generally on two genres in the Arabo-Islamic 
tradition: compilations of notices on individuals classed into any number of categories 
ranging from wise men and philosophers to transmitters of Prophetic Sayings and legal 
scholars (generally the Jabagat genre};* and genealogies that generally had their roots 
in tribal sociopolitics (Kutub al-ansab).° Arabo-Islamic genealogies are grounded in a 
tribal pre-Islamic past when they served in tribal boast and lampoon.'® Their oral trans- 
mission was relatively more reliable than the transmission of the histonco-religious 
tradition discussed above; and overall they lay outside the boundaries of the internal 
religious and political debates that shaped the historiographical tradition. Finally, early 
Islamic administration relied on these genealogies for purposes of the settlement of 
‘troops in gurrison towns and, perhaps more important, forthe distribution of stipends 

This is to say that there was the additional extemal factor of a state apparatus that was 
interested in controlling genealogical records." 


NUVIPP‘demo accessed 02042010), For further deta onthe usefulness of prosoporgraphucal metbods 
tm the classic. medieval studies, aod Islamic, se Abed. “Berween the Acts I. n6. 


See Werner, "L’appor” (esp. 1-6) for» history ofthe terms emergence inthe fel of history, 
td surumary of ts ay aims 1 should serve the history of groups. clement of sexial and political 
history, stating  senes of petvonages who have ths o that woeial or political characteristic 
comm. then i msextate this series with reference wo utp rite, de extrac from them 
all he information, constants and varables. One yearcbes the buman and vial reality of » group by 
nalyzng the known acts ofthe diac that make # wp The problems posed by the multiple cntena 
are divcumed by Camey, “Prospogsaphy’, Nicolet, "Prosopographie et histoire sociale’, and 
‘Chastagnol, "La prosopographie, méthode de recherche’. | take up the problems associated wit 
‘rosopographica ays in what follows 

* See Hats, "Le Genre Tahaga were the starting point ofthe discussion ithe postion that this 
‘bere was the ret of und analysis. The view isto be contrasted with that of Heffening, who 
asert that and analyse was aly ogc use to which the Tabagdt were put aed thatthe genre owed ts 
ceisience wo the unerest of the Arabs in genealogical Wographies Henninger’s view w cited hy Ha, 
1.229, See also “Tabagh’ (C. Gilt), EL2 

* See Robinson, Historiography, 6. for a dixcwuson of prosopographics, which he wchudes 
among hs ree histonograpal categories He exch kenealogies base dey are subsumed 
tn achronograpbic program. On the relation of these two genres (Ansdh and Fada, see Khali 
Arabic Historical Thought pp. 49-61 

© Dun, Rise of Mistoneal Wrimy 18 and references there. Here 1 alo mentioned the pan played 
ty poetry n prescroing genealogies On the concer for yenealogy among the pre-lslamas Arabs, vee 
Sublet, Hinde, 16, andthe ferences cited there 

1" See Cashes introduction to Gamharut am-Nusab ep. pp. 25-M, where penealogy and adein- 
Inration are discussed and pp. 45-47, where catty penealngss are menboncd. Pre-tslamic peeoccu- 
ation with genealogies is discussed in Cashel, Gamharat pp. 23-24 and i ‘Nasab(F. Rosenthal), 
E12 V1L 9672. The same points we discussed by Kiser and Plessner, “Notes oo Cashel's Gamharat 
dw-Nasab’; in Orthmann, Stamm und Macht, pp. 24-26, 208-9 in Dur Rise; 21,43, SOF: and in 
Sule. Hole, 2H (aod the references there) On the we ofa enealogst for seting dow the dw, 
see 18,3295 None of this mt sy tha the part genealogies came to play i polities and adminis 
«hid not create an incentive for forgery. On this se Suet, Howe, 22-3 (and the references there) t 
roust be pened ot tha ue to historical pressures, genealoyeal reshutMing and vavention di take 
Pace. Howevcr. this phenomcnon was generally mite toa mythological past ts cther words. de 
the patiems of emerging alliances wnder Islam, tribes came to claim memberships ia portbers ot 
sousher bloc on the bass other alleged descent from a common sncesior The extent of the impact 
of belonging to larger tribal confederations. sich asthe Quys and Yemen, os tribal behavior bas been 
stuvhed by Crone, “Qays and Yemen and Orthmasa. Seamm. The former areves against the ew that 
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Arabo-Islamic genealogies can be fairly dry, allowing ope to do little more than 
to construct an initial sociopolitical grid.'? This is obviously not sufficient for any 


these confederations were political partes and the lanier points out some of the stereotypes, eopor and 
themes used by the bastonographuical tradition to exaggerate the tmpact of these confederanons of the 
behavior of vanous mbes (see Chapter B). On the genealogical reshuMMling of the Qui‘a, see NQ. 5 
Fictive genealogies for historical figures are rare, although they certainly cannot be ruled out for 
‘vanous cases. On genealogycal invention with reference to historical personages. see the frst chaptet 
below, where the Prophet's Companion Sa'd b. Abt Waggis is discussed. It stands to reason thatthe 
eat socal, economic, and political benefits that could be derived from belonging to a particular family 
‘must have provided a strong inceanive for genealogscal invention, Fut, as pointed out above, invention 
‘00 the historical level seems fo have been rare, On the other hand. though the invention of one's 
Immediate ancestors seems to be limited, manipulation of the biographies of one's ancestors, when 
these fell within the Propbetic penod. was perhaps a more common phcoomenon, This fact has litle 
impact on the subject mater of this book. Sec. eg the case of Shurabtl b, Sad, who was accused of 
removing certamn names from the lists of mavhihim and adding them to the mufaddalin, Robunson, 
Hotnography, 23 Similarly for bystoncal times. reports of the marriage ot mariage proposal of “A 
1 Abt Talib toa daughter of ADO Jah! may have been invented by anti-Shi'I blocs to counter the we 
of hadith that undermned the positon of Aba Bakr (see the man aghdabuni Tradition discussed 
‘below in the last chapter), In 8 similar fashion, the “Ushmanivya may have inverted the reports relating 
1 the marriage of “Uihmin to two of the Prophet's daughters (Rugay’ys and Umm Kulthin., both 
rmarned to sons of Abd Lahab, a topar perhaps) or, ahernatively, circulated the view that the wves in 
queso were nor his foster but his biological daughters. The aim was to raise the status of “Uthmn 
bby making him one of the ayhdr of the Prophct. Aysin, these details concer the main subject mutter 
‘0 a tangential manner, See Murda. al-Sahih min al-sva, 5: 324 (9 cotemporary polemical tact) 
Lammens, Fatima and the Daughters of Muhammad, 220-21 (perhaps no less polemical in other 
ways). I discuss genealogical invention in moe deta! below 

"The earty genealogies may have been litte more than lists ant individual works probably concen 
trated on one descent group. See DAV, Rise. $0. ho al-Kall's Jamharg and Sodts's Hoth refect the 
listing tendency, though they have already moved on t ypctude all kinds of wnforation 19 adlition 
names and social links. I must he poumied ont, however, that even m cases where the early genealogres 
supply additional information, the aum of the author in pot to construct a continuous farrative. 119 
rather to present information in list form. On the kieds of information that cun be extracted from carly 
genealogical works. sce Dun's "Kutub al-ansbh wa-thrtkh al-jaciro al-‘arabiyya’ On the gradual 
‘overlap of gencalogies with history and Tahagdr sce Khalidh, Arab Historical Thought, pp. 49-61 
See also ‘Nasab’(F Rosenthal), £/2. for the assertion thatthe earliest genealogies were “always 
repertory of tnbal lore going far beyond simple filations’. This ix certainty not borne out by Rn al- 
Kally’s work. though 11s somewhat evident tn Sadist The enphasts on a hastanogranhscal buograph- 
‘cal program wuthin the framework of genealogy begins to emerge probably with al-Haladhurt's Ansdh 
For the later work, itis cunous 1 note that genealogical material atthe beginning of mayor sections 
appears without reference to any source. Whether this indicates thatthe material was too well-known, 
tad been canonized. and was not subject to charges of forgery uncle. In reporting such information, 
De otherwise usually falls back on fbn al-Kalbi. See Athamina, ‘Sources’. 241. For a bref discussion 
of the evolstioa of the genealogical pee (nis stuf. of emphasis fram belonging toa tribe tn closeness 
tw the Prophet), se the introduction to fbn Rast. Tubfa, Sf. It's the changing notioo of nobility, from 
membcrahip i a particular tribe to relaboosbip wrth the family of the Prophet that may expisin the 
evelopment of the office ofthe nagih and the longevity of ’Alid yenealogies. The editor ofthis work, 
Zemtersigen_ also gives a bref survey of genealogical works, 16fT. though the mformation i dated. A 
‘more thorough survey is provided by al-Nass, Kusuh al-amdb al- aratuyya and Caskel as cited above 
(agar, the materal in Casket is dated), A comprehensive tio-bibliography of the geare ts found in fm 
"Abdallah. Tahagae. Two other such works. 1o which I did not have access, were writen by ‘Abd al- 
Razziq b Hasan Kammina (Munyar al-rabighia ff tahoyar al-nassdbin) and Hasan b, Mabmad 
(Taboqit al-masxdbin). A manuscript by the tile Tabagatal-nassabin by al-)ywani al-Misri is found 
«a the Daral-Kutub al- Misys. 
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historiographical program. However, once a reliable skeletal sociopolitical network is 
prepared for analysis, it can be filled with the details of relevant critically-assessed 
information extracted from the Tabagat and the historical traditions. In this manner, the 
historian undertakes a minimalist enterprise of starting with a stable infrastructure, 
‘enhancing it only with as much critically-assessed detail as is sufficient for reconstruct- 
ing a basic but detailed sociopolitical past. As can be imagined, the weight of such histo- 
riography lies in the quantitative analysis of a mass of details, not in reliance on 
descriptions extracted from a problematic source base. And it is not only a source 
critical method that guards the historian against unreliable accounts; the social grid 
itself also serves as a backdrop against which to test narrative accounts. 


Challenges and Solutions 
The prosopogruphy-based historian of the early Islamic Hijiz faces a aumber of 
daunting challenges different from the ones that plague the handler of chronographies.'? 
Most of these concer the various kinds of limitations of the main source base, Whereas 
the historian relying on chronographies must leam to be wary of the layers of excessive 
topoi, themes, etc., the genealogist is frustrated by the contrasting sparseness of data in 
lists, This is obviously both a blessing and a curse. 

For example, though a close quantitative analysis of the data preserved in the lists 
can give a clear picture of social networks, a sequential history reconstructed on the 
basis of this evidence is difficult because of the dearth of dates. Thus, though the 
evidence of the contracting and dissolution of marriages ix generally useful in the histo- 
riographical program, for any number of families one ends up with a network with no 


temporal reference. In addition, where multiple sequential marriages of women are 
recorded, often the sources do not specify whether the previous husband died or 
divorced the wife." Such information is crucial in determining the significance of 
sequential marriages. Again, in an equal number of cases. when divorces are explicitly 
mentioned, the sources fail to specify reasons for them.'* 


The carhiest extant genealogies seem lo have been the canon forthe later ones and for retated 
{information i other genres. Its perhaps for this reason that they were mostly unchallenged and were 
subject to the phenomenon of paratism that I will explain bekrw: Reconstructing the history of tbe 
{rannmission ofthese early genealogies in the oral period and oftheir subsequent transpokition nto the 
‘wnien medrum can be accomplished only in a very limited number of cases since the general abvence 
of asdnid and vanant accounts makes them mostly impervious o ternal source criticism. As indicated 
above, ther authors relied on tbl aa family wccounts (sometimes in what may be considered Ho be 
{nan anthropological fashion —rouch wy “Arram al-Sulam claims w have constructed his geography 
‘hrongh fieldwork) and documentary evidence. Thus one may construct stemmata of source unfluences 
fo later genealogies. but one cannot do much of thes fot the earliest ones. have reserved beh these 
tasks fora forthcoming mooograph, tentatively entitled Empure and Periphery, and will nox delve inte 
them here Some of the nitations of the sources are also discussed by Yarigs. Polincs. p. Att 
+ tm many cases. one simply finds thumma hala ‘alayha [fuldn/ In other cases. the reasons for 
the termination of the previous marrage are wndicatedfa-fragahi:fa-tallagahd. fa-quiils ‘anhi. AS 
an exception, the Kitab al-muntifar of al-Mada' ini, a treatise devoted to much-marnied women, 15 
generally very clear about the various reasons that ended a marmage 
As quite abit ofthe inital soctopolitical gnd is based on mantal alliances, it 1s worth pounting out 
2 problem related to the reports about women. Women are usally listed in the sources under Qhree cate- 
{tones {thes 1s not to say that they never appear on their own the mundi are one example. among 
the daughters, mothers, and wives of individuals under consideration. As wives, they are usuathy 
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Duc to the very nature of prosopography, there is no hard and fast rule for handling 
the evidence and each case must be considered separately, with reference to its own set 
‘of concomitants and to some methodological assumptions and inductive principles. 
Thus, as far as marriage dates are concerned, the age of the children isa fair indication 
of the termini. If, for example, the oldest and youngest children of a man by a certain 
‘woman were born in 100 AH and 120 AH, the marriage could not have been contracted 
after 100 AH and lasted for at least two decades. The age gap also indicates that the 
woman was married ata fairly young age. Ifthe analysis requires a more precise dating, 
the age of the father can sometimes be of some help. Thus, ‘Ali Zayn al-*Abidin, who 
‘was so young at Karbala’ thst some sources can reasonably cite his minority as an 
explanation for his absence from the battlefield,'* could not have taken Umm ‘Abdallah 
bt al-Hasan as his bride much before the incident. As the sources also claim that his 
son al-Bagir was bom around 57 AH, ‘Ali must have contracted this mariage not much 
before that date. Given his young age, this must also have been one of his earliest 
‘marriages (if not his first). On the basis of this reasoning, one can also say that the 
cearliest of the marriages of the generation of ‘ALt's children was probably not contracted 
until around the year 70 AH. It follows that the mother of the oldest children, even if 
the date of their birth is not available, could not have been wed before this time. 
Likewise, ifa child of ‘Al Zayn al--Abidin was born around the time of his death in the 
mid-nineties of the first century AH, then the earliest marriage of this child was 
probably not contracted until the middle of the late teens of the following century. As 
can be seen, there is room for informed speculation on dates. 

The sociological patterns of this study have led to the general methodological 
principle that most marriages were contracted to form and sustain alliances and beget 
children.” So when the abovementioned dating methods are of no avail and only the 
birth year of the oldest child is accessible, the marnage date 1 taken to be close to the 


‘mentioned only f they bore thew husbands any children Thus. there e the penaibiity thal women who 
4d not bear a man any children were not mentioned in the sources among his wives. And this means 
that our data incomplete The problem can be overvome by searching for women via the other (wo 
categories, 6 by going into the reconds of families not under direct consideranion. I have adapted this 
‘methea! io thes study. Under the otber categones sts faly common to find women listed, followed 
by lam tanacawwuy, afer the mention of a husband, lam talud laku Even in the problematic cateyory, 
‘wives are sometimes listed who did not bear children. After the first few decades of the ‘Abbasid 
dynasty, asthe notion of sharaf came 1o home in 0a the ‘Abbiisid and ‘Alid families and, amidst lepit- 
‘mist disputes, mcteasingly more emphasis came to be placed on patnineal descent, geneakgiets cane 
to focus on the productive male lines of the ashraf. This is especially true of the ‘Alids, who developed 
a genre of genealogical writing devoted exclusively w the ‘Alid lines. The earliest extant work in this 
genre is called Kinah al-mu iaggibin min wuld al-imam amir al-mu minin tbe author is Yabya'b al- 
Hasan al’Agigi) This 1s 9010 say that non-praxuctive lies were not mentitied. The records of earlier 
generations of “Alkds 4 ‘Ald pencalogies are almost identical to those preserved in other genealogics 
The program of listing names of both men and women, productive and non-productive, ts also shared 
bby the two kinds of works. However. for Inter generations, the ‘Alid genealogies come to focus almost 
‘exclusively on mu gitsin (si) (Compare, for example, the mformavon contained in Riazi’ al-Shayara 
for carer and later generations.) In contrast, the records of the other families texan to dwindle after 
the first few decades of the vew dynasty 

"He was also reportedly discovered by the army of the caliph ina tent with the female members 
‘of his house. Other reports cite iliness as the explanation. 

"71 will say more about the nature of kinship i the next section. 
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date of this first child's birth. When all else fails and some vague dating is necessary, a 
general rule of twenty years toa generation is applied. This is not only supported by the 
‘more transparent cases where dates can be assigned, but is also recognized as the period 
of a generational eyele by the lexicographical tradition. 

The silence of the sources on the issve of divorce or the death of the husband is easier 
tohandle, Asal the Families here belonged tothe highest social echelons, most of their 
‘marriages were contracted into similar families so that, when the analysis requires, itis 
fairly easy to check the death dates of husbands. If children from a next marriage were 
born before the death of the previous husband, the marriage obviously ended in divorce; 
if they were bom around the same time, it is fair to assume that the woman was 
widowed, The issue 1s more complicated either when the next marriage produced no 
children or when their birth dates cannot be tracked. But this poses a problem only in 
rare eases, For even when such information is lacking, the general sociopolitical trajec- 
tory of the woman's kinship group can offer some hints and mutually corroborate 
evidence for the conclusions. Such evidence can likewise be brought to use in cases 
where the reasons for a divorce are not mentioned.'* If the divorce suggests a nift im 
alliances, other such cases between the two parties or the circumstannal evidence of 
their alliance with a group hostile to the woman's in-laws often exist Finally, when no 
‘multiple marriages are mentioned, the wife is taken either to have lived through her 
tusband’s death orto have died in his custody.» In other words, the pattem ofthe data 
suggests that if divorce is not explicitly mentioned, it did not take place. This is» 
methodological principle predicated on a long-term engagement with the sources. 

The reliability of the genealogycal sources ts apparently problematic on two levels 


accidental fahrif and deliberate tampering. As far as the fortver is coacerned, itis 
generally the result ofthe fact thatthe families under consideration, expecially the “Aids 
(where both types of problem are most evident), worked with a limited number of 
times." In addition, the phenomenon of the repetition ofthe same name over several 
generations is quite common, Thus, there are few ‘Amrs and "mars among the ‘Aids 
and an inordinate number of Hlasans and Husayns. The case is the reverse for the 

Uthmdnids. This means that one is bound to find confusing strings such as al-Lusayn 


b al-Hasam b,al-Hasan b,al-Hasan among the former and “Umar b. ‘Ame b, ‘Amr b 
‘Umar among the latter, This, in turn, means the expected transmission errors in the 
‘sources: ‘Ams get confused with “Umars, Hasans with Hussyns and, what is worse, an 
‘Amr or ‘Umar, Hasan or Husayn may drop out of a name so that, when one intends to 
speak about the son, one ends up speaking about the father. When it comes to such 
ames, sometimes the sources naturally disagree 

Fortunately, the problem this phenomenon poses for this study 1s, as much ese here 


* See Fatga ude 724m Lane Arabi English 

° divorce does et neceway mean the Nermiatnn ofan aance 1 wl discus this father 12 
thenext section 

° tna great umber of cases, the death ofa husband does sem o lado a ext mariage (unless 
the wale was ofan advance ape) and. boll se have di ns custody the expres mar indaha 
oles occurs 

"The same ca he sud for some alg, sbich 9 many cases. are nevereles Delp wo the 
senealogists nat eso of shared names. “Ua abAshra ‘Al and “Umar al-Apaf'h “Aare two 
representative cases. Ob the homoaymy of pesonages. sce Sublet, Le we. 8 
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context-sensitive. If, for example, the families of two brothers, “Umar and ‘Amr, 
generally share similar sociopolitical trajectories, then the confusion over their names 
should not be troublesome for the researcher. For the objective here is not to determine 
whether the families of this or that “Umar or ‘Amr acted in a certain fashion; itis rather 
to say that one or two lines of the family show certain identifiable and chronologically 
cchartable characteristics. Inthe case of quantitative analysis names are only denotative 
tags. 

Itis of graver concem to the researcher when two lines displaying opposite trajecto- 
ries are subject to regular confusion because of similar names like ‘Ame and *Umar2 
This would make it difficult to determine how a particular line behaved diachroni- 
cally--was this behavior haphazard or were there two lines, one confused with the 
other, that behaved in different ways? The only way to sort out this problem is by 
reliance on additional information from outside the genealogical tradition and on gener- 
ational patterns. Let us say, for example, that a certain “Amr, who is known in the 
tradition to have been a staunch pro~’Alid, is reported to have married two *Alfd and two 
“Uthminid daugthers. His brother "Umar, an equally fanatic supporter of the 
*Uthmaniyya, took the same number of wives in an identical fashion, This scenario is 
entirely conceivable. Though it is equally conceivable that the four sons of ‘Amt, one 
from each of his wives, were also pro-’Alid and that all married “Alid women and that, 
in contrast, the four sons of "Umar not only supported the “Uthmaniyys but also married 
“Uthmiinid women exclusively, this observation would constitute some cause for the 
researcher to consider the possibility of an error in the sources. In this case, it is fair to 
suggest that two sets of wives of ‘Amr and "Umar were confused with each other: “Amt 
‘was probably married to “Umar's ‘Alid wives and ‘Umar to 'Amw’s *Uhmndinid wives. 
‘Where such rare cases have emerged, I have alerted the reader to the alternative inter- 
pretation 2? 

‘The sources sometitnes also take the father for the son, vice versa, and the grandfa- 
ther for the father. In the rare cases Where this problem is found, itis usually the result 
Of the interpolation or omission of a name in the nasab chain. Thus, A iba B ibn C iba 
Damight be referred to as B ibn C ibn D (father in place of son) or A ibn C ibn D (grand 
father in place of father), In some cases, this is not at all an error, for the rules of Araby 
‘nomenclature allow for a wide semantic range for ah and ‘amm, and itis indeed a well 


© Random and rare confieson i the sources sto be expected, bul here the eonsenus ofthe majority 
‘ofthe reports can serve as a cootrol 

© The case of the two sons of “Uthmia b. “Affis by these names, though not a drastic asthe hype 
Ihetical scenario here, san example. Another example: in chapter four, we meet two sons of “thn 
‘b ‘AMfin, ‘Abdallah al-Akhar and ’Abdallah al-Agghar. The sources seem to confse one with the other 
However, this confusion aot only fails to affect any larger argument of the chapter but it can als be 
resolved. What's important to 90t€ 18 that one son was born to Rugayya and the other to Fakbita. The 
older one seems to have died early (most sources agree 00 this), 4 he cannot have married. Most 
sources also agree that Rugayya was a very earty wafe of “Uityman. So the okier “Abdalla is likely her 
son. The woman whom be allegedly married 1s reported as a sister of a wife ofthe younger ‘Atviallah 
1s thus likely that the later mamed one sister afler the other (this 18 an oft-noted phenomenon) and 
‘our sources confused him with bis older brother. Ultimately, this correction is ot umportant. since the 
Tines of both these men passed away so that there 1s no further ynformation to pracess anyway. Since 
there appears to be no mative forthe recasting of information, the eor of tbe sources is probably an 
hnooest one. This s one example ofthe kind of analysts carried out i this book to solve such problems 


10 The Religious Elite of the Early Islamic Hijd= 


known practice to refer to a man sometimes with reference to a more famous ancestor 
than his father or to neglect a strict nasab appellation in favor of a name that has become 
customary (mashhiir) "Two famous examples of this are Ibn al-Kallsi (both father and 
son) and Ibn al-Nadim, the bio-bibliographer. When the error is unintentional, it is 
"usually fairly easy to correct against the consensus of other genealogical works. In most 
such cases, however, I have recorded discrepancies in the sources. 

‘We now come to the thomniest issue of all: invention of gencalogics, a subject so far 
dealt with only in passing. As pointed out above, genealogical invention did take place, 
but it seems that for the majority of cases this occurred with reference to ancestors 
several generations removed. By the late second and early third centuries genealogies 
‘of a particular tribe (Sadist, al-Zubayri etc.) and of the Arabs as a whole (Ihn al-Kalbi) 
had become the canon upon which the claims of later individuals and groups came to be 
srafied. The oral phases and the period of transformation of these genealogies is difficult 
to reconstruct, though the information they generally carry for the Umayyad and early 
“Abbasid periods should be considered mostly reliable for two reasons in addition to 
those indicated above: (1) there are few challenges to the skeletal genealogies provided 
in these works (this is striking in comparison to the alternative historiographical narra- 
tives and the plethora of riwdyas for a given hadith), and (2) some of the individuals with 
whom we are concemed either lived at the time these genealogies were compiled (the 
‘early ‘Abbasid period) or were but three of four generations removed from their ancestors 
under consideration 2° Thus, though people could—and did—claim falsely to belong to 
this or that tribe or confederation, the claim to a fictive or false father ina tribal context 
{in which genealogies were a major preoccupation and families were much more closely 


knit) was risky business. As can be imagined, this was doubly difficult for nobility, the 
<class that concems us here, as its members lived and acted in the full light of history and 
enjoyed benefits by dint of their lineage. Where lineages were traced to fictive or false 
father, it seems that the genealogists anxl society at large did notice them. Ziydd b. Abhi, 
the adopted brother of Muawiya, is prime example of this phenomenon.” 
Genealogical invention i associated with the phenomenon of the parasitic grafting 
‘of one’s lineage onto an existing backbone.2” This practice involves finding a common 


4 There were treatises devoted to this phenomenon of supplying in the naxab a name other than the 
father’s. See, e.g, tba Hab, Kuith man musits id umaihi mi ash 'ard oo al-Firteabo Taft 
‘ababih f man musiba ila ghayr abik Most examples inthe second book also concern those who traced 
their ancestry to their mothers. 

» ‘Abdallah al-Ashtar b. Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya, for example, fell inthe third generation 
afte ul-Hasan a-Muthanna, whose generation 1s generally the terminus ante quem of this book, 

% The Tradition thatthe place of one who knowingly claims a false father 1s hellfire (man wd 
aban ghayra abhi) 6 often related with reference to Zyl. lronically, several ofthe asd ofthis. 
Tradition include Sa’d b. Abi Waggis, whose lineage itself suspect (see the next chapter). | suspect 
that up does not necessanty mean father, but rather ancestor, hough this assernon will remain specu: 
{tive until the Tradition is studied in detail. Fiaally, its worth noting that ‘Alld genealogies do record 
“A much greater oumber of disagreements among genealogists about the ancestral claims of figures whey 
tived sn the perid following the ove with which ths book « concerned. 

Genealogical parasitism ts described in the following terms by Cordell the grafting of all or 
pars of one kinglist onto that of a nearby state of greater antiquity practice aimed at cresting an 
aura of legitimacy.” See Cordell, Duar al-Kutt, 46. | have taken this quotation from Seombathy, 

Genealogy’, p. Sn. 1, where this practice is studied with reference to the Arabic tradition. 
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‘name in one's own ancestry and identifying that name with an instance of the same 
‘name occurring in the desired lineage. The extent to which this method was operative 
also in the formative period of “lm al-nasab is unclear, though it goes without saying 
that even for this period the paradigm required an existing host genealogy. Parasitism, 
insofar as it is aimed at expressing legitimism, rarely seems to have occurred with 
reference to near ancestors, and functions either on a tribal and confederate level 
(belonging to Quraysh or Qays) or with regard to the earliest Companions. So whereas 
it would have served whatever social or political intentions of a subgroup of the Kiniina 
of Egypt to trace their lineage back to Quraysh through the shared named Kinina that 
also occurs in the Qurashi tribe, and of the Waqisa Berbers to claim descent from Sa'd 
bb, Abi Waggis by similar means,"* it makes little sense that someone like Muhammad 
al-Nafs al-Zakiyya should have falsified the identity of his father o¢ grandfather. For 
all the personal social and political clout of ‘Abdallah al-Mabd, his own nobility was 
expressed in terms of his descent from al-Hasan b. “Ali b, Abi Talib. ‘Abdallah al-Mabd 
and his father were perhaps temporally not removed enough to have succeeding in 
circulating this fiction themselves. Thus, if one must charge a notable figure of the 
Umayyad and early “Abbasid periods with genealogical invention, generational distance 
is a requirement.” 

Perhaps members of the generations of the late Umayyad and early “Abbasid periods 
claimed falsely to have descended from this or that notable of the early Islamic period 
through some form of genealogical parasitism. Fortunately, this is not detrimental to 
the argument of this study. For in this worst-case scenario neither the historicity of such 
persons nor their near-contemporary ascendant kinship are vulnerable to skepticism. 
What is at stake is whether a person such as Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya was in fact 
descended from the Prophet. For our purposes we can happily forget his claim; it is 
irrelevant whether he was actually of pure blood. What is important is that round the 
middle of the second century a man by this name and his near ascendants, ‘Abdallah 
and al-Hasan, displayed certain social and political inclinations that have been recorded 
in the sources. In other words, we are not concemed with the histoncity or truth of bis 
ideological claims ~ should the skeptic want, we are willing to grant their falsity but 
with the sociopolitical trajectory of a line and its kinsmen regardless of what their 
ancient lineage may have been.”® 

Finally, at this stage, some general comments about the prosopographical method of 
this book are in order. Moder rescarchers often define prosopography as the study of 

® See Srombathy, “Genealogies”, 6. 

2° ‘That generational distance 1s a requirement 1s also borne out by the examples of genealogical 
parasitism listed by Szombathy (reference above) Its also supported by the fact that most diyputes 
lover enealopycal claims inthe “Aid genealogies where soch digpuie ae most numerous (compare! 
to them, genealogical disputes over the descendants ofthe other famules sted here are almost non 
‘existent, pethaps a function of the changing nobon of nobility i the carly “Abbasid period) have to 
do with figures of the thed century and beyond, i. after the period with which this book 1s concerned. 

* Another bit of evidence that may be adduced in support of the reliability of genealogies is records 
‘of the nares of bth men and women who neither left any descendants nor any futher historiograph- 
seal records Among women, the names of several, along with those of their husbands, have been 
preserved wath the explicit notice that they did pot heat any children for these men. Inthe absence of 
_mry ostensible reason forthe rnvention of ths nformaton. such recurds should probably be taken 
face value 
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the collective lives of individuals. A series is usually picked out in terms of a shared 
characteristic and the researcher asks a set of questions about this dataset across & 
‘number of attributes. Thus, one might pick out all the individuals who transmitted 
‘reports from the Companion Sa’d b. Abi Waggjis and try to understand their member- 
ship in this category by asking questions about their political leanings, geographical 
Jocation, extent of learning, etc. The set of answers to such queries would tell us much 
about the motivations behind the members’ behavior as a unit 

Arabo-Islamic prosopographical study has not reached the stage where such 
{questions can be asked for large groups. For one, the dataset is massive and needs to be 
assembled in a comprehensive digital bank. Then, as noted above, much of the data is 
also missing or is not uniform across the set. And perhaps the greatest initial hindrance 
for a proper prosopographical study of early Islam is that the sources provide us with 
series that are organized according to some theoretical principle or one that serves a 
scholarly discipline, but not those series that are useful for writing sociopolitical 
histories. And this is the main challenge that this book tries to overcome. For example, 
itis certainly true that the principle of kinship recognition in the early Islamic world 
was patrilineal, but, as this study shows, this mode of organization does not reflect 
group formation in any real sense. It is a framework that served genealogists and 
‘genealogies more than sociopolitical realities. 

And so this book does prosopography backwards and in a preliminary fashion. I 
concentrates on # matrilineal and cross-patrilineal principle of belonging and, in s0 
doing, supplies a socially and politically relevant series; but it does not tell ws why the 
series exist In other words, this book tells us sbout the constitution of various sociopo~ 
litical factions that cut across patrilines, but it does not say much about why these 
factions formed, Membership in a faction is measured by degrees of kinship links and 
also by reports regarding patronage, political appointinents, participation in revolution- 
ary movements, etc. This is the first step and it is my hope that more sophisticated 
queries can be grafted onto this spadework in the future.”! 


Remarks on Kinship and Marriage 


Three points will be discussed in this section: the importance of matrilineal kinship for 
sociopolitics,®® endogamy and exogamy. and the meaning of multiple sequential 
mamages of women, 

Throughout this study, 1 have dubbed an individual's matrilineal kinsfolk as his 
cognates and have called the patrilineal kinsfolk his agnates. Though the Arabo-Islamic 
tradition recognizes patriliniality as a principle of organization, the importance of 


1 Jam curreotly completing a monograph that uses social network analyses methuads on the ame 
society to ask questions about its structural features and about the form and function of the wank 
layers of early canoaized penealoyses. Ths fortbeoming work concentrates 0p the familie and factions 
that emenge as central in this prosopographical study. determining both the qualives of the larger 
networks and the position of fachons and individuals within then Strxcural studies are one apprvact 
to studying why factions evolved as they did. Other approaches may quire after administrative 
‘economic, and military transformations in soexety. A comprebensive approach will take all such aspects 
‘of society into account 

Thos point was also observed by Yazagi, Politics (see exp. 7H, where the author also cites addi- 
‘tonal Sources) 
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‘cognate links, on the level of practice and theory. is also explicitly and implicitly recog- 
nized in the sources. So we find a report in Mas‘Gdi stating that on the Day of 
Resurrection a person will be called forth by his name and the name of his mother,”? 
the sources record that Hisham challenged Zayd b. ‘Ali's legitimacy because of his 
descent from a concubine; likewise, one of the main legitimist points advanced by 
‘Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya is reported to have been his descent from the Fawajum 
of the Band Hashim: and the sources devote sections to both the aslafand ashar of a 
man.** Numerous examples of this sort are found throughout the body of this book.* 
Beyond ideology and in the practical domain, it is reported that Muhammad al-Dibaj's 
daughter may have been forced by al-Mangir to divorce Ibrahim b. "Abdallah at the 
‘outbreak of his revolutionary movement;*” that most of "Uthmiin’s major appointments 
‘went to his cognates: and that several land grants went to the cognates and marital 
contacts of  person,”® Similar examples are also amply documented in the body of this 
book, wherein the quantitative analysis leads increasingly to the conviction that cognate 
links were at least as important as agnatic relations for sociopolitics on the ground.” 
The close relanons among siblings from a single mother, their cooperation with their 
cognates, their adoption of their names for their own children, etc. may be explained 
partly by the fact that children were usually rained by their mothers and considered their 
homes to be separate from those of their half-siblings. (All these children shared pate 
aternal ancestry.) This is especially true in cases of the multiple marnages of a man, in 
which case the wives kept separate residences.*! 

Marital contacts within the line of one’s cognates and full siblings (which again 
suggests focus on descent through one’s mother) sustained aver generations tended 1 


© Mas°Odi, Les Prairies. II, 698. The report. allegedly ransmitted by al-"ADDRs i ment tobe in 
praise of “All and ss an obvious product of the “Alld propaganda machine agatna the “Abbasids. See 
Chapter V below * Tabart(trans.), XXVL 12-13, 

© As far as oobdity was concerned. the following statement 1» instructive: fa-kinat shatw \h-trafh 
sitatan Ui Vommartachi min jhe ‘T-abds wa Yoummaat R. 

% See the letiersalleyeatly exchanged between Muhammad ob Nafyal-7akiyya and al: Mansir See 
Tabart, Tarith, XXVIM, 166fF. trans.) and references in the last chapter. 

9 Tabart (tans), XVI 126 

% See the chapter on the descendants of "Uthinan.  allybahanl,al-Aghant XVL, 9, 

4% Sublet poxats out that cognates allowed a person inscription ine a hoe 4 additwo to that of the 
father. For someone inside the clan order. the issue of paternal or maternal cousin seems not to have 
teen a clear distinguishing mark. Cousins simply allowed ove to claim double linenge, 1€. tothe line 
‘of the father andthe mother. Sublet, Faile. 19 

+" See the example of the children of “Absallah b al-Zubayr by Khawla bt. Manzir (chapter on 
Taba b.“Unaydallah below), Though jural rules and the principles of social rganizatioo are agnatic, 
modern anthropological research reveals that actual hoods to cognates are usually very stron. Is 
‘only that such bonds ae afen expressed in agnatic terms. See Abu Lughod. Veiled, 61-2. Chelhod sees 
trace of matriarchal organization among the Arabs tn the aumerous cases of the naming of chikiren 
{ honor of their cognates. This phenomenon was common in his day. See Sublet, Fovle, 18 and the 
references there. The importance of cognate links is evident throughout this book. These are also 
discussed in Dar, “Kutub", p, 136: Orthmann, Stamm, pp. 217-8, 231-47. Op the manipulation of 
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blur patrilateral and matrilateral lines of division. Such endogamous practices often 
resulted in the formation of solid sociopolitical blocs out of an existing and shared patri- 
lineal descent *® The phenomenon of endogamy, the main function of which seems to 
be related to issues of nobility, preservation of wealth, group solidarity and their 
concomitant usefulness in the world of politics, is most noticeable among the ‘Alids and 
the “Uthmanids. In contrast, in their early history, a good number of Sa‘dids married 
into the tribal élite outside of Arabia; their contacts with their own tribe were limited 
and such links as did exist were facilitated by the marriages of Sa‘d’s daughters. The 
“Awfids made similar choices, though their contacts were more diverse than those of 
their Zuhri cousins. And the Talhids, less endogamous than the last two groups, were 
successful in establishing some notable direct links with the ‘Alids and with a few 
“Abbasids as social brokers, They realized a fuller potential than the two preceding 
groups for their horizontally expansive network of cognate ties. All three of these 
families had good relations with the Umayyads until at least the middle of "Abd al- 
Malik’s reign. And all three had either direct or indirect ties with the “Alids for the early 
Umayyad period. In the ease of the Talbids, such ties were intensified sometime around 
the end of al-Walid’s reign at the latest. Endogamous practices were also quite prevalent 
‘umong the Umayyads and ‘Abbisids *? 

In several cases, group solidarity seems to have been facilitated by the unlikely 
‘means of the multiple sequential marriages of women.** Though the larger significance 
of this practice remains unclear, two points may be noted: in most cases, the sequential 
husbands come from among those lines into which other members of the family had 
mamied; such sequential marriages may help set the dating of other similar marnages 


‘© This phenomenon has coniibuted w the theory of the seymentary mode! of social orgamzation, 
formulated by Durkeim and developed by Evan Pnichard For a lucid discussion of and objections to 
the model, see Orthanan, Stamm, 2031. See also Heine, Ethnologte, SM, Peters, Redowin, 711%. What 
1x often missed in the discussion 1 thal the prinexple of agnabe fission often operatea via descent 
{through a shared mother and this usually results in cooperation with her agnates inthe sociopolitical 
sphere. This phenomenon 1s noted thnxighiar ths book abd 18 mentioned by Orthmann aman ber 
‘objections (p, 205), See, e.g, Murphy/Kasdan, "Parellel’, 18. The point reganting social consolidation 
through endingarny is made by Barth with reference to the Kun. See Farth, “Father's Brother's 
Danghter’, 171 

This difference between the “Ald, ‘Abbasi, Umayyads, and “Ushimdnids, co the ce as nat 
the Sa'dids, ‘Awfids, and Talbids, oo the other, may be explained with reference to the degree of 
‘nobility they claimed. The “Alids, for example, based thew leptimest claims on the purity of their masn- 
lineal and patnlineal descent that thet status could only be affected adversely by exogamy, whereas 
the Talbids, notables of a lower status than the ‘Atids, could generally fied benefit io marrying exog. 
amously with them, Endogamy 1 general has also been explained as » means of keepung property 
within a branch. This was probably a strong mative forthe practice among the ‘Aids who comtrolledt 
large tacts of fand in Arabia. The samme can be said of the “Uthmanids. By contrast, exogamous 
‘marrage into these families would naturally ental financial benefits and acquisition of wealth. See 
Murphy, ‘Structure’. 17. For the consciousness of the Arabs ofthe detrumental results of vbreeding, 
see van Gelder, Clase Relationships. Chapter One. Ax | am more centrally concerned here with 
soctopolitical history and got with general theones of kinship relanons, wall not say more about 
endogamy-crogamy The topic w discussed in van Gelder (reference above}, Abu Lughod, Feed. $54T 
Smith. Kinship, 74, 26047 

+L have alyeady mendone above a whole teatisc by Mad ‘int devote to thus wubyect. Roo Habs 
‘nts sections on much-mamed women in his Muah and fhe Maja, fsdboh, & 182, mentions a 
‘woman who had marie some forty or se men im her Ietine 
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by other members of a woman's group, and they can also give a sense of the continuity 
and change in sociopolitical commitments. Then at times, the marriages seem to have 
produced bonds between rival groups through the intermediary of the bride, especially 
if she had bor her former husbands any children. Thus ‘Alb, Abi Talib’s marriage to 
the mother of Mubammad b. Abj Bakr brought the latter into his family and provided 
a tink with the Bakrids; the marriage of Umm Ishaq bt. Talba to al-Hasan and al-Husayn 
promoted cooperation between the two branches (and among them and the Talhids) 
during the early years of the Umayyad caliphate; and "Uthman b. "Affin's mother had 
‘brought into his line "Ligba b. Mu‘ayt's descendants for whom the third caliph seems 
tw have had a soft spot. In other words, when these women circulated from one family 
or tribe to another, they brought with them potentially useful social baggage. This 
potential was of course much greater when the women had children. For such children 
would come to have triple loyalties: 10 their mother’s family, to their father’s family, 
and to their half-siblings’ family. 

Ifthe possibility of enhancing social credit did not lie at the base of the phenomenon 
of multiple sequential marriages and the practice simply aimed to satisfy alternative 
social needs (such as the perpetuation of an élite family line), one would expect to 
‘observe a greater number of women froma given family marrying a smaller number of 
men, rather than a small number of such women marrying an inordinate number of them. 
In other words, it ss worth asking why, when a murdifa has a number of sisters, it is only 
she that is repeatedly picked out for marnage. For the group that fally among the murdifat 
18 quite manageable in numbers and must have had qualities that were appealing bexides 
the basic need of the perpetuation of lineage, a bride's beauty, and other graces 


Presumably, some army her sisters, cousins, and other close kinswomen also had such 
qualities. It seems likely that it was their social baggage that was appealing to theit 
husbands. But of course this is not a hard and fast rule applicable to all cases 


Outline of Chapters 

This book was not easy to write; and it 1s not easy to read. The overwhelming prosopo- 
‘graphical details found in the main body will surely force the readers to lose sight of 
the global conclusions. So I rehearse them here in the following paragraph and follow 
them up with summanes of representative sociopolitical trends reveled in each chapter. 
In broad brushstrokes, this book repeatedly shows that, in the period after the first 
eivil war, Mu"Awiya had made concerted efforts to win the loyalties of various élite 
families of the Hijitx by means of grants, political posts, and appeals to kinship. The 
strategy was only partially successful: some élite fragments did attach themselves 10 
the center, but they did not do so in any unified fashion or as a corporate group. With 
‘Yazid’s accession, the various élite strands broke out in an uncoordinated civil war that, 
due to reasons discussed below, devolved into the caliphate of Ibn al-Zubayr. But there 
was something markedly different about this historical stage: during the period of the 
second civil war, it appears that a number of élite families of the Hijiz had solidified 
their own internal social structures and, though the Zubayrid counter-caliphate does not 
seem to have been founded upon them, these structures did contribute to its longevity. 
When ‘Abd al-Malik came to the throne, he renewed Mu"awiya’s appeal to the Hijazi 
lite, plying them with gifts and political posts, as the Sufyanid had once done. Yet, as 
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blur patrilateral and matrilateral lines of division. Such endogamous practices often 
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successful in establishing some notable direct links with the ‘Alids and with a few 
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of this practice remains unclear, two points may be noted: in most cases, the sequential 
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by other members of a woman's group, and they can also give a sense of the continuity 
and change in sociopolitical commitments. Then at times, the marriages seem to have 
produced bonds between rival groups through the intermediary of the bride, especially 
if she had bor her former husbands any children. Thus ‘Alb, Abi Talib’s marriage to 
the mother of Mubammad b. Abj Bakr brought the latter into his family and provided 
a tink with the Bakrids; the marriage of Umm Ishaq bt. Talba to al-Hasan and al-Husayn 
promoted cooperation between the two branches (and among them and the Talhids) 
during the early years of the Umayyad caliphate; and "Uthman b. “Affin's mother had 
‘brought into his line "Ligba b. Mu‘ayt's descendants for whom the third caliph seems 
tw have had a soft spot. In other words, when these women circulated from one family 
or tribe to another, they brought with them potentially useful social baggage. This 
potential was of course much greater when the women had children. For such children 
would come to have triple loyalties: to their mother’s family, to their father’s family, 
and to their half-siblings’ family. 

Ifthe possibility of enhancing social credit did not lie at the base of the phenomenon 
of multiple sequential marriages and the practice simply aimed to satisfy alternative 
social needs (such as the perpetuation of an élite family line), one would expect to 
‘observe a greater number of women from a given family marrying a smaller number of 
men, rather than a small number of such women marrying an inordinate number of them. 
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she that is repeatedly picked out for marriage. For the group that falls among the murdifat 
18 quite manageable in numbers and must have had qualities that were appcaling besides 
the basic need of the perpetuation of lineage, a bride's beauty, and other graces 
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‘Yazid’s accession, the various lite strands broke out in an uncoordinated civil war that, 
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was something markedly different about this historical stage: during the period of the 
second civil war, it appears that a number of élite families of the Hijiiz had solidified 
their own internal social structures and, though the Zubayrid counter-caliphate does not 
seem to have been founded upon them, these structures did contribute to its longevity. 
When ‘Abd al-Malik came to the throne, he renewed Mu"awiya’s appeal to the Hijazi 
élite, plying them with gifts and political posts, as the Sufyanid had once done. Yet, as 
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his program of centralization become more oppressive in his last years, so too his rela- 
tionship with the increasingly disenfranchised Hijazi élite become more strained. By 
the end of the reign of al-Walid, the Hijazi lite had mobilized again, this time with two 
sociopolitical blocs —one under the leadership of the Hasanid ‘Alids and the other under 
the initial joint leadership of the ‘Abbasids, Husaynids, and the Hanafiyya. It is the 
movement of these two groups that culminated in the demise of the Umayyads, after 
which the élite structures were again reshuffled. In the early ‘Abbasid period. the 
‘marginalized élite who had once been attracted to the Hasanid bloc were again absorbed 
into government service in the Hijaz. During this time, one also begins to notice the 
‘gradually increasing endogamy and internal cooperation of distinct "Alid lines 

‘So much for the summary of the larger historical trends. The body of the book has 
five chapters, one pertaining to each family. Next, 1 provide brief summaries of the 
findings of each chapter to front-load this inevitably very dense book. 

The first chapter (Ch. 1) isa study of the fortunes of the family of Sa’d b. Abi Wagga. 
1 famous Zuhri Companion of the Prophet and the conqueror of Iraq, The prosopo- 
graphical details and social analysis of this family reveal a pattern that is noted through- 
‘out the book: the descendants of Sa’d tended to cling socially and politically not to their 
alleged religious élite patrilineal kinsfolk, but to their cognates. 

By far, socially and politically, the most signifant of his descendants were born to & 
Kind woman. Her daughters, through their marriages, allowed the Sa’dids to establish 
ties with figures in the service of the early Umayyads and early ‘Abbisids. Some of 
these links also facilitated absorption into pro-‘Alid circles and southern tribes of Iraq. 
these were two groups in which the Sa°dids consistently operated. The two sons born 
to this Kind? woman had an interesting trajectory. One of these, “Umar, was a military 
and political leader who had joined his cognates in paying homage to Yazid b. 
Mu’iwiya and, as a consequence. in suppressing the movement of al-Lusayn b. "Ali 
He Iso granted various political posts and, for a brief period, was poised to gain 
political ascendancy in Irag, He remained tied to his cognates and, along with them, 
‘was a main target of Mukhiir's vendetta for ‘Alid blood. His full brother, Mubarmad, 
had joined the Medinan notables at al-Harra. Following the defeat at that confrontation, 
he left for Iraq to join his southern cognates (almost as if to continue in the footsteps of 
his now deceased brother), who had by this point split from the Umayyads. And very 
much like his brother "Urnar, he shared their fate, Children from this line also repesstedty 
married into southem families. Overall, the details suggest that members of this line 
considered themselves not so much to belong to the religious, but to the wibal élite. One 
might argue that they were motivated by personal status and gain and not in the least 
by any sense of duty to a religious or ideological stance 

The significance of Sa'd's marriage to the other Kindi woman and to the woman of 
the Bahra’ of the Quda’a is difficult to gauge. But in view of the marriages of his 
children born to these women, it is fair to state that both facilitated links with anti- 
“Uthmanid groups and also rehabilitated the Sa’dids into pro~‘Alid segments of their 
Zuhei patriline. These marriages also helped the Sa’dids solidify their presence in Iraq, 
Unfortunately, the sources do not offer us more. 

The Sa‘did descendants born to the Bakr and Taghlib b. Wa’il also generally 
remated attached to Irag. Some exceptions aside, initially they appear to be pro-‘Alid 
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and are then found in the Zubayrid camp. In general terms, the Sa'dids from the lines 
above were pro-’Alid and (later) pro-Zubayrid, were absorbed into the social and 
political trajectories of their cognates (even in cases where these cognates brought them 
back to their Zubri patrilines), and were concentrated in Lraq. 

For the period before the accession of “Abd al-Malik, Sa'd’s descendants from the 
marriage into the Taymallit also appear to have a pro-’Alid bias; and much like their 
half-siblings, their political inclinations seem to correspond to those of their cognates 
However, in this particular case, the political overlap with the cognates meant absorp- 
tion into pro-Umayyad circles some time around the reign of “Abd al-Malik. Finally, 
though we know very little about the fortunes of Sa'd’s descendants bom to a Zuhri 
woman, her closest and most immediate kinsfolk were certainly in the pro-’Alid camp; 
they were also partly of southern extraction, Thus, even in this case, one might argue 
for the continuity of a pattern that is by now quite familiar. 

Overall, it would be reasonable to state that the Sa’did descendants were absorbed 
‘into the social structures and politics of their cognates much more than that of their 
agnates. The former generally tended to be pro-’Alid in the pre-Marwinid penod, had 
strong links with southern tribes (if they were not themselves of southern extraction), 
and were members of the tnbal-as opposed to the religious élite, In the Marwanid 
period, some of these same cognates were attracted to either of the two contentious 
‘dynastic families (the Zubayrids or the Marwanids). The absorption into their circles is 
reflected in the marriage choices of some Sa'did women and also in the social and 
political trajectories of some Sa’did men. These cognates, however, pursued their social 
and political programs more as members of the tribal élite than as representatives of the 
dynasty, As the status of this tribal élite began to wane and its traces disappeared from 
the sources, 50 too did the Sa’dids 

The second chapter (Ch. 1) studies the family of the Zuhri Companion ‘Abd al. 
Rahman b. “Awf and reveals similar patterns. It shows that, though "Abd al- Rabmiin 
bad contracted a number of carly marnages into the Meccan old aristocracy, much like 
Sa’d. the fortunes of his descendants were tied to their cognates from the Syrian and 
Iraqi tribes of south Arabian descent. In contrast to the Sa"dids, however, those descen- 
ants from the later marriages whose cognates were on good terms with the Umayyads 
did benefit from official posts both in the early Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid penods. 
These ‘Awfids built on and also carefully diversified the social and political capital thetr 
cognate links offered and were considered well-suited to be the provincial intermedi 
aries of the empire both during the early Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid periods. 

Thus, for example, in the pre-Marwanid period, the first generation descendants of 
Sabla bt. “Asim of the Quda“a were allied with the Medinans against the Umayyads via 
their cognates. Later generations of this same line are absent from the sources during 
much of the Umayyad penod and. except for a brief period of reconciliation during the 
reign of ‘Abd al-Malik (as in the case of some Sa°dids), they reemerged only after the 
collapse of the first dynasty. It is at this stage that they were absorbed by the early 
“Abbasids as provincial administrators. This political shift also seems to have been 
accompanied by a proclivity for the “Alids that is noticeable some time soon after the 
reign of ‘Abd al-Malik. These changes, in turn, echo the general social and political 
trajectory of the cognates of these “Awfids. 
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‘Abd al-Rabmin's descendants from Tumidir al-Kalbiyya also contribute to the 
pattern of cognate pull, However, in this case, as these Kalbis remained closely attached 
to the Umayyads for much of their reign, their ‘Awfid relatives did as well. And it is 
‘perhaps for this reason that, though the sources report on the good fortunes of this line 
during the Umayyad period, it disappears from the records with the coming of the 
"Abbisids. 

Similar cases of cognate attraction are noticeable throughout the prosopographical 
details of the ‘Awfids (in fact cognate attraction is noticeable throughout the book). 
Since the various cognate lines followed their own programs, it is impossible to gener- 
alize across matrilines. However, one might offer the following basic summary 
statement about the ‘Awfids: ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf's early marnages were directly 
or indirectly linked to the Umayyads and his later ones to the powerful southern tribes 
ofthe conquered regions. These contacts are reflected in the political tajectories of a 
‘number of his descendants: they generally seem to be in the Umayyad orbit during the 
reign of ‘Abd al-Malik and thereafter manifest a pro»'Alid tendency. This in turn meant 
social and political ascendancy in the early Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid penods. It is 
fairly clear that, as in the case of the Sa'dids, the fortunes of the ‘Awfids were shaped 
largely by their cognates, the tribal élite. 

The third chapter (Ch. I1}) studies the descendants of the Companion Talba b 

“Ubaydallah and observes that thew sociopolitical trajectory was very different from 
those of the two Zubris studied in Chapters | and LL First, thew cognate relationships with 
families of the conquered regions seem to have been minimal. Second, although in the 
period after "Abd al-Malik the families of the two Zubris had established amicable 
relations with the ‘Alids and ‘Abbasids via their ties to various south Arabian tribes in 
{rag, overall their direct kinship links with them were limited. This isnot the ease forthe 
Talhids, for a large number of their direct contacts had some ‘Alid or “Abbisid stamp. 
‘And third, the vanous quasi-corporate aggregates of this fiumily seem to have crystallized 
by cutting across cognate lines and were therefore horizontally more expansive and 
tightly knit than the Zubris, In other words, the cognate pull in the case of the Talbids 
truly diversified their social and political capital. Structurally, this family appears to have 
‘been a social bridge linking the various components of the Hasanid-led Hijzi bloc (on 
which see below). By being social brokers for one of the two most powerful sociopolit- 
ical aggregates, this family continued to be relevant to the provincial élite and the central 
authorities through much of the Umayyad and early "Abhisid periods 

The abovementioned particular differences between the Talhids and the two Zuhsi 
families aside, the general contours of their histories were not very different. As an 
example, Talha's descendants born to Hamna bt. Jabsh counted the Umayyads and 
Makhiiim as their closest cognates. And so until the reign of “Abd! al-Malik, they seem 
to have enjoyed some favor with the dynasts. Two generations later, the best-docu- 
‘mented line followed in the footsteps of its own immediate cognates, who had curried 
favor with the Zubayrids and then wath the 'Alids. And so there is an obvious tum away 
from the Umayyads and ultimately an absorption into the ‘Alid and Talibid families. 

This realignment was accompanied by harsh treatment atthe hands of the Umayyads, 
participation in Talibid revolts, and political appointments inthe carly ‘Abbasid pend. 
This pattem is ubiquitous. 
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‘The next chapter (Ch. IV) concentrates on the family of the third caliph and 
‘Companion “Uthmin b, “Affin, who was a member of the Umayyad family that came 
to rule not long after his murder. The history of the “Uthminids is relatively easy to 
assess, since their cognate lines do not show as much social and political variety as the 
‘other élite families. To some extent, the details further corroborate the observations 
from earlicr chapters: those few members of the Umayyad dynasty that had come to 
share in the identity of one of the two blocs (mentioned below) show more longevity 
than those who did not (though such longevity was not necessarily continuous —as for 
some of the élite mentioned above, so here a period of reconciliation in the early 
Umayyad era was followed by a rather jong break with the dynasty after “Abd al-Malik 
that lasted until the last days of the dynasty), However, most "Uthmanids tended to be 
associated with the Umayyads and were able to secure enviable political appointments 
from them through much of their reign. This close association also generally meant their 
suppression in the early “Abbasid period 

The final chapter (Ch. V) is the longest part of the book. It is a study of the descen- 
ddants of the fourth caliph and Companion ‘Alt. Abi Talib, whose party later developed 
into the Shi'a. In many ways, this chapter marks a natural end of the reseureh on the 
ijiizt élite because its central figures were also the leaders of the two main sociopolit 
ical blocs that absorbed many of the other élite figures. Thus both in terms of kinship 
links and political program, the trajectory of the Hijizt élite studied in the rest of the 
book can be viewed from the vantage point of the members of the "Alid family. Put 
another way, the major part of the continuous narrative that can be extracted from the 
disparate details of the first four chapters really tells the story of the Lijit “Alids and 
their associates. 

The prosopographical work on the ‘Alids suggests that sometime around the end of 
the reign of al-Walid (and perhaps as early as the middle period of ‘Abd al-Malik’s 
reign), two vaguely defined political coalitions had emerged in the Hijaz. The Hasanids 
Jed the first bloc, which, with the exception of the line from Zayd b. al-Lasan b, “All 
incorporated most of al-Hasan's descendants and a number of branches of the Hijazi 
élite (with the general exception of the Zuhris). It also absorbed a few politically disil- 
Jusioned Husaynids (descended mostly from concubines of “Ali Zayn al-"Abidin). The 
Jeader of this bloc “Abdallib b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali is something of a shadowy 
figure. However, itis highly likely that he aspired to gain rulership for his family on the 
basis of clandestine propaganda activity starting already sometime around the end of 
the reign of al-Walid. Two of his sons married heavily into the ranks of the Hijizy élite 
(in fact bis family married heavily into these groups for at least two generations) and 
were ideologically backed by followers in several provinces. They came out in an 
abortive revolution in 145 AH 

Around this time, these Hasanids also began a trend towards endogamy with the 
result that, though they remained militant for several generations to come. their 
erstwhile élite support disappeared in the later times. The loss of élite support may in 
fact have been a result of the clever ‘Abbasid policy of granting lucrative appointments 
to the élite and establishing marriage ties with them. This method of social and political 
absorption was also employed by the early Umayyads and is noted at various points 
throughout the book. 
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The second political bloc also had its roots in the reign of al-Wallid (or ‘Abd al-Malik). 
‘During this time the lines of both ‘Ali Zayn al--Abidin and Mubsmmad b. al-Hanafiyya 
perpetuated their family’s earlier contacts with the ‘Abbasids. In the years that followed, 
two lines of “Ali Zayn al-Abidin (discussed below) also strengthened their ties with the 
Hanatiyya. It is likely via the contacts running through the latter that both these 
Husaynid lines came to embrace the revolutionary call—but this should be seen as an 
anti-Umayyad stance and not necessarily as « pro-‘Abbisid one. Yet the first of these 
two Husaymid lines came out in what appears to have been a premature revolt in Kit 
in 122 AH and, though its leader (and later his son, who counted the Hanafiyya as his 
kinsfolk) appealed to the Hishimiyya, he received no support from them. The 
Husaynids' social isolation (unlike the Hasanids discussed above) meant that the mass 
of the Hijfizt élite could not be counted on support either. Thereafter, this line turned to 
a strict endogamy and many of its members and followers came to be incorporated in 
Jater Hasanid-led revolutionary movements. They generally abandoned contacts with 
all other ‘Alid branches. including the [mami line. 

Atthe samie time, the second bloe itself had split. The aforementioned second line of 
“AIT Zayn al-*Abidin (by Umm ‘Abdallah) was overtly quiescent. It is perhaps due to 
this fact and due to their marital contacts with the Hanafiyya ata time when practically 
‘no other ‘Alid branch took them as in-laws, that they were able to reassert their kinship 
ue with the ‘Abbasids when the latter came to power. In other words, between the death 
oof al-Watid and the toppling of the Umayyads these Husaynids did not lead premature 
movements and were the only ‘Alids to maintain sustained kinship links with the 
Uanafiyya. It is also during this time that these same Husarynids (later to emerge as the 
ImAmis) solidified their own family structures via intense endogamy. Thus these 
Husaynids had not only shaped a self-identity, but had also remained central partici- 
pants of the revolution. In this case, one also witnesses a substantial number of 
marriages into the ‘Abbasid line @ little before and again afler the suocexs of the revo- 
Jution. And it is their descendants that rematned in the tightest (and most suffocating) 
embrace of the ‘Abbasids for decades after the success of the revolution. 

The rest of the book consists of a concluding chapter and an appendix. The conclud- 
ing chapter summarizes the larger trends extracted from the prosopographical details 
wa the body of the book: this chapter also lightly touches upon the issue of the usefulness 
of the prosopographical method for early Islamic historiography in the light of its 
employment in other fields. The appendix presents a series of family trees as companion 
to the narrative of the chapters. 


Pointers and Reminders 


Some last points are in order in this introduction, which the reader will soon recognize 
as al-faraj qabl al-'shidda. Given the absence of any studies on the sociopolitical 
history of the élite of the Hija for the period under consideration*® and the equal dearth 


“> Despite its ttle, al-Sharif's Dawy al-hijd= ft ‘-hayah as-stvdsivya af-dmma ft I-garnayn al: 
awwail wa Yh-ohdn I> aja bas litle to say on the political role of the Hija in the period, and Says 
W Havih al-igtizadivya, though useful, offers a thematic study of topics ranging from stipends and 
slaves w agncultural enterprises of the Hii. ln other wonls. neviber is directly concerned with the 
secwopolitics of the élite and sts ¢elaton tothe central government 
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in the field of works that demonstrate a systematic and sustained use of a prosopograph- 
ical method, this book is perforce exploratory and experimental. 

That there were practically no secondary sources to work with was both a blessing 
and a curse: it meant that the territory was virgin, but also that I had to gamble with an 
untested method, and reconstruct much of what is found here from scratch, As the 
reader will notice, this also meant an almost exclusive reliance on primary sources and 
an obsession with detail 

By its very nature, prosopography takes a toll on the reader. Thus, as the chapters 
began to take shape, I decided that each one should be introduced in an anecdotal style 
with a deliberately uncritical attitude towards the narratives of sources. The aim here 
\was to provide a smooth (perhaps kind) transition into the mass of details that follows 
Some najah from the prosopography is also provided in the introductory chapter 
synopses, in the short analyses that follow the details of various branches of each family, 
and in the conclusions at the end of each chapter. | would also like to note that, through- 
‘out this study, | use “revolution’ in place of “rebellion to imply that, in the absence of a 
consensus on legitimate authority in the early Islamic period, all movements against 
established powers (and established powers themselves) were equally legitimate, The 
word “rebellion’ or ‘mutiny’ implies the recognized legitimacy of the established author- 
ities and it appears to me that notions of legitimacy are not clear-cut during this early 
period. (Of course the contingents that were involved in the murder of the third caliph 
and similar groups can perhaps be considered fuir exceptions.) 


CHAPTER I 


The Descendants of Sa‘d b. Abi Waqqas 


Lil, Sa'd b, Abi Waggas 


The sources tell us that Sa'd was born in the year of the Fijiir wars to Malik b. Uhayb 
of the Kila b. Murra of the Quraysh and Hamna bt. Sufyan b. Umayya'b. ‘Abd Shams 
of the same tribe. He converted to Islam at the age of nineteen or twenty-two. We 
know very little about his life as a youth. We do know that he was an early convert 10 
Islam and that he was not the only one in his family to have joined Muhammad's 
budding religion. His younger brother "Umayr also converted at a very young age and 
was an underage participant at Badr, where he became a martyr.*” Another brother of 
his, “Amir, converted well before the hijra ** Sa°d has been credited with having shot 
the first arrow in the service of Islam. He is also counted among the ‘Ashara 
Mubaskshara, those ten to whom the Prophet had promised Paradise in their lifetimes 
He was a close and constant Companion of the Prophet and transmitted some two 
hundred and cleven ahddith from himn that have been recorded in the sources. 

After the Prophet's death, Sa'd appears again in the sources, this time ax the 


conqueror of Iraq, during the caliphate of ‘Umar 1, The major victory in the region for 
which he has been highly acclaimed in the Islamic sources occurred at al-Qiidisiyya. 
It is here that the Sassanids were expelled from Iraq and that Sad was able to take hold 
of al-Madi"in. Thereafter, his nephew Hashim b. "Utba b. Abbi Wagqis was sent by him 
to al-Jalala’,* where another decisive victory was gained. Hawting estimates the years 
of Sa’d’s military activities to fall between 14 and 19 AH. Once the Sawid was secured, 
Sa'd built KOfa there as a garrison town and became its first governor. 

The information we have about Sa’d from this point on concerns largely his troubled 
relationship with "Umar, sprinkled with hints about his slowly crystallizing social links 
in Kafa 


BIL, 1: 103, S: 83-6. He was the third, seventh o¢ ninth to convert (Sad b. Abt Wakkis"(G. R 
Hawting), £72). 

#7 Se BL, 1: 295; al"Usr, Tarihh Mali, 32:1, 128-30; al-Taburhn, al-Mirjum al-debir 17: SS 

“Tt appears that it took some convincing to bring burn to hus brother's side against the extraordsnary 
efforts of his mother Thereafter, be went to Abbysinta tthe second migratson with “Abd al-Rabmass 
by ‘Aw? and retumed with Ja'far b, Abi Talib. He died inthe caliphate of "Umar esther in the plague of 
Amwis or in Egypt. See BL, $: 79M 

This sat east my count wo date 1 did aot consider vanants (sometimes somewhat significant) 1 
be separate Tradinions 

® This battle took place in the first or second year of ‘Umar’s reign. See references below and “al 
Kadisiyya’ (L. Veceta Valeri {sic}, E22 

This battle took place a the end of 16 AH. See reference below and ‘al-Dyalila"(M. Streck), £12 

Some further deta are found in *Sa'd b, ABT Walks’ (G. R. Hawting), £12 

‘Some of the details pertaining to these two pounts occus inthe form of abaudith Thest analysis 5 

found in my dissertation, Ahmed, "Between the Acts,” Chapter IL 
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But what was the nature of the quarrel between Sad and the caliph? I suspect that it 
had something to do with Sa'd’s growing power and wealth in the conquered territories. 
‘What is surprising is that this might well have been the consequence of *Umar’s early 
administrative policies in the region, which only later came to give way to the sdbiga 
system. The sources report that the victory at al-Jalala" yielded to the Muslims the 
‘greatest booty up until that point, Sa°d, practicing his discretion as the govemor of KGa, 
the executive commander in the region, and the paternal uncle of the leader of the expe- 
dition, very likely kept the lion’s share for himself and for his favorites.** Some 
complaint about this must have reached “Umar’s ear, for he asked Sa’d about five 
female slaves from the khums which Sa°d was accused of having wrongfully appropri- 
ated, Sa’d explained, ‘I did so, so that the Muslims would not be tempted by them and 
| sold them and designated their price for (the benefit of the Muslims)."* “Umar inves- 
ligated the matter and found Sa‘d’s claim to be true. 

Itis also clear from the sources that this was not the first time that “Umar had inves- 
tigated Sa‘d. He is reported to have sent Hishiun b. al-Walid b. al-Mughira to Kifa to 
inquire about him. The spy brought back news of the overwhelming approval of Sa°d 
in the region. Excluding some members of the "Abs and Bajfla,*” it seems that Sa°d 
enjoyed popularity with the people who counted most in this region. 

The sources say that there developed a mutual distancing between al-Ash’ath b. Qays 
al-Kindt and Shurabbil al-Kindi, as both vied to be Sa’d’s favorites. When the latter 
gained the upper hand and was ennobled/honored (shurrifa) in Kiifa and was made 
head of the army, al-Ash’ath suggested to Jarir al-Bajalf to calumniate him on his next 
visit to the caliph, When the occasion arose and ‘Umar (as usual) asked about the state 
of affairs in Kiifa, Jarir said that there were straight and crooked arrows in KGfa and 
that Sa'd was their straightener (chigdfuhd)—be straightened the crookedness of the 
crooked and covered the crookedness (again?) of the crooked (yugimu awada dh ‘I- 
awad wa-yaghmuru ‘asta dhé ‘t-‘asl) He then complained about Shurabbil and 


© The sourves also mention that a son af “Armut b. Atv Waggis was the leader of the expedition 
'$a’d," £12 reports that it wax Hashim b, 'Ltba b, AbE Wacgiy BL S926 

% That these reperts are later setups for expsitions of various legal matters is likely possibility 
Hut this only means that Sa'd must have had a certain reputation in the historical memory of the 
Muslin community w have been an appropriate placeholder i such cases, 

” {1am as of yet uncertain of the Bajtla’s attitude. I base my position oo reports that the Bajfla 
<laimed to have lost a substantial number of men at Qadistyy. Thus must have been especially difficult 
for them to come to terms with in the face of reports that Sa'd did nut appear on the battlefield. also 
base this on the report that Jariral-Flayal¥ calummiated a favorite of Sa'd before ‘Umar. Sa'd's soo, 
‘Umar, was also killed at Mukhtie's order by a slave of the Bajtla. See SA. 1: 28911, and expecially p 
293. 1 discus these pounts in more detail below. 

BL, $0117; fm al-Auhty, a-Kitnil, $71, ab-Isbabio. o-Aghdnt, 14: 32: Balbdburs, Fuath al 
indi, 2 342 * The expression saurrya needs further exploration. 

“© There mst be some editorial error bere. Gi-M-R should probably be emenuled by Gb-M-Z. The 
later part of the phrase will then loosely translate as, "he squeezes/pinches the crookedness of the 
crooked.’ This act of pinching seems wo result m the straightening of spears, though I do not fully wnder- 
stand the mechanics. See the examples in Lane under Gb-M-Z. Altemanvely, "-S-L may be emended 
by ~-D-L to read ‘idl, cunningnest. So the latter part of the statement would read. “be pinches (and so 
‘draightens) the cunningness of the cunning *Jarty also seems to have complained about Sa'd (in 
Addition to Shurabbil and al-Zabri") inthe following verses, which be recited before "Umar (i jawil) 
‘Would that and the man, Sa°d b, Malik, And Zabri’and fhe al-Samt were out in the deep sea And 
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‘Zabra’, the latter a slave of Sa’d. “Umar exiled the former to Syria, where he was later 
found to be unwittingly instrumental in some of Mu“awiya's political machinations 
during his struggle with ‘AIL Zabra’ was imprisoned in Medina. 

“Umar inquired on another occasion about Sa'd afier be had conquered al-Qadisiyya 
and parts of the Sawad. This time the addressee was ‘Amr b, Ma'di Karib al-Zubaydt 
of the Madhbiij. The caliph learnt from him (in saj") that his governor had exceptional 
talent in levying taxes and that he looked after the populace with the love and care of a 
mother for her child. To this “Umar responded, ‘It seems that the two of you culogize 
each other.” Balidhuri states that Sa‘d had earlier written in praise of him. 

One patter to note in the foregoing details is that the men interested in upholding 
‘Sa’d’s reputation (or, for that matter, those vying for his favors) are all from southern 
tribes. And it is mainly with these tribes that Sa‘d established personal links in 


‘that my fhiends were drowned while Hemerged sound / Upon the back of a great ship, calling. “ANG 
Bakr!’ One of Sa°d's wives of the Bakr b. Wail stock was named Umm Zabra’and she also appears 
8 the one who coavinved Sad wo rekease ADO Miya al-Thagaf from prison #0 that he may paricipate 
tm the battle of al-Qddaryya. The later had been caught drinking wine by "Limar and had subwequently 
sought refuge with Sa°d (hina bi-tvidi'in._fa-takhallasa hartd lahiga bi-sa din), 1 only when he 
‘continued with his old habits that Sa’d imprisoned him. That a person could have escaped "Umar and 
found refuge with Sa’d iv again very suggestive of thet tenuous relationship. In another verso in 
Mas‘Odi's Muri al-dhahab, 2: 297, his wife from the Tayrallat, « widow of al-Muthannd'b. Haritha, 
‘the one who released the prisoner, Mere she 1s reported to have xaid nothing demeaning of Sa’d, but 
the source does mention some tensive between the wor However, she did ask AIM) Mibjan why he was 
imprisoned by ‘hada '-rayul (the less than friendly tone 18 apparent) To this he rexponcled that be 
was a poet and had gone a Dit far ia his description of wine (iasasifu T-yahwata wustudakhitant ‘ 
aryahoyvate fo-altadhdhu bi-madhi tyvahaperhagy be got drunk on his description), This may have 
appeared as a disproportionate punistument fr the crime, From other accounts, Sa'd’s remaining behinet 
ines seems to have been one of the standard complaints against him. For example, SA. 1: 293, 
‘mentions that Sa'd was actually an his palace as the fighting went on and the Perssun reinforcements 
approached. Haladhurt, Fusuh, 2. 316, mentions that he had given the command of the army to Kili 
1. "Artafa al-"Uhrt in his stead due 10 an iliness (2 ilacin wajadaha). WL, $: 93-7, mentions an 
account, according to Which Sa"d did not fight at al-Qddisiyya. When the battle ended, he came cat of 
Is palace and exposed » gaping wound on hus back, which had kept him away from the battlefield. 
this context are also mentioned a few verses from Bishr b Ralya al-Khath“ama about how everyone 
fought but Sa‘d (wa-sadun amiru sharruhi diana Rhayrih..). Here again (BL, 5: 95-7) are mentioned 
the verses of an unnamed Muslim, “I foupht until Gost seat his help / while Sa°d was protected atthe 
‘door of al-Qadisiyya // We were happy, but many women had been widowed / But not the women of 
Sa’d"Baladburt, Furth, 2: 316, also mentions that Sa'd's wife from the Taymallit (mentioned above 
‘this foornote) also taunted Sad for sitting inthe palace atthe time of al-Qadistyya. She recalled her 
former husband's bravery and said that Sa'd was a coward. Report of his cowardice was heard by 
Muslin who said, "You accuse him of cowardice” I saw hum fight alonyeside Muhammad like an expe 
rienced lion." The memory of the early Muslims had preserved these compromising reports about Sa’. 
‘i appears thatthe tradition was repeatedly trying to overcome them, 

© Madelung, Succession, 199-202. BL, 5: 89-92, mentions that Sa'd had made Shurabbil head of 
the army © BL, $:92f Similar cases are noted in Ahmed, "Between the Acts,” Chapter It 

‘© al-Ash’ath b. Qays was descended from the farmous kings of the Kinda. Shurabblb.al-Sanng was 
Wkewise a Kindi. ‘Amr b, Ma‘di Karib was from the tribe of Madhiij. His tnbe had apostatized after 
Muhammad's death with those who did so in Yemen. They converted back in the Ridda was and there- 
after went to iraq. There they participated tn ab-Qadistyya in substantial numbers (IS, 5: 525), The role 
of the Madhibi inthe conquests was penerally considerable. They also partcapated inthe conquest of 
Exypt, settled in Fustat. and contributed considerable numbers 10 the malcontents in Egypt who 
‘rebelled against “Uthman. In Kiifa. they were among the Yemen! tribes to settle there. Thereafter, they 
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addition to these political ones. 

What might have made “Umar anxious about Sa°d was this consolidation of his 
political power with the very important souther tribes in the region. As we will see in 
the next section, this was reinforced by his personal associations with them. This 
political power, however, would have been short-lived and entirely precarious in the 
“absence of adequate financial resources. Amassing these was not a problem in Kafia— 
at least not until the time of Nihawand, which took place some time around the year 19 
or 20 and so not much more than four years before ‘Umar's assassination. We have 
already come across complaints about Sa‘d's handling of the spoils of war.“ What the 
sources only hint at is that until the time between JaldJA” and Nihawand this practice 
was hardly disapproved of by the government in Medina. For our sources tell us of a 
visit by Jarir b. “Abdallah al-Bajalf to ‘Umar when the caliph asked the former to ask 
the Bajtla to relinquish the property they had acquired in the Sawad. This presumably 
happened at al-Qadisiyya, where the Bajila constituted a quarter of the Muslim forces 
and had thus come to acquire substantial spoils. What is significant here is that the 
spoils were very likely immovable booty. Otherwise, there would be little question of 
returning them to the state.®* 

It seems clear then that “Umar changed his policy after al-Qadisiyya. And it seems 
likely that be did so after al-Jalala’ when the aforementioned complaints about Sa'd 
began to multiply in some quarters and after which the latter was dismissed from his 
post. That the issue had to do with the distribution of immovables may be gauged from 
another report, according to which ‘Umar instructed Sa'd after al-Qadisiyya to distrib- 
tute movable property (mal wa-kuri’) and to leave the water resources*” and workers 
already laboring on the lands for the stipends of future generations. Such instructions 
were obviously aimed at changing the current spoils distribution policies. 

There are also a number of reports which tell us that (1) whenever "Umar would 
appoint a governor, he would write out a contract with him, listing what he had a right 
were i the forefront of pro-”Ali and ant-Umayyad movements. At Sifin they placed themselves 
under Malik al-Ashtar of the Nakha’ of Madhby and afterwards jouned the movement of Tho ab-Ash’ ath 
See "Madhbid)' (GR. Smith, CE, Hoxwort), £22: On the role of al-Ash’ath b, Quys al-Kindl and 
‘Amr b. Ma'di Karib at al-Qadusiyya, see Balidtburt, Push altulddn, 2 316. The genealogy of the 
ayfla is uncertain, They are sometimes placed under the oorthern Anmar and, at other times, consid 
‘ered to be Yerneni, See Bada’ (W, M, Watt), E22 

“Other stances are mentioned in Ahmed, ‘Between,’ Chapter I 

© This report is found in several sources and comes with many isndds, so as to be worthy of a close 
analysis. See Nawaw, al-Ma/mé', 19: 454; al-Bayhagl, al-Sunan al-dubrd, 6: 360; Abmad b. 
Mubaminad, Sharh ma ‘dn al-dthar, 3: 249; ol-Jugphgs, Abdio al-qur ‘ln, 3: $79. ete 

‘© This is not to say that “Umar changed his policy only because of Sa°d. Surely the growing power 
‘of govemors cv other regions must have troubled hina as well 

al-m’. perhaps plantations, as inAN's sadaga testament (see Majlis, Bibi $1: 41; 42-73; ton 
Sabbah, Tari, 4: 225; Bakri, Mu Jam " Yanbu’ and ‘al-Bughaybigha’) 

“The policy on the hundng of spenls was clascly connected with ‘Umnar’s institution ofthe famous 
strwsin Alough sotne sources date is inception 1 AH, most rleable sources clam that this did 
hot eur unnl 20 AHL This also what Lhave independently gauged from tbe episodes studied above 
See "Diwan (A.A. Duri), £12, and the refereaces piven there. See also Kennedy, The Armies of the 
Cath, 6OfF The sources also mention the ‘rufa system>—which implies the existence ofthe ‘at 
and iwdn ty have been instituted sometime after al-Qadistyya. But most of the details regarding it 
come from the time of Muawiya. See Iraf"AriF (Salih A. elAW'CL Cahen), 272 
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to / what belonged to him and would then divide with him the excess. Sa'd is listed 
among such governors. (2) A variant makes no mention of excess, and reports simply 
that he would divide with him what he had a right to / what belonged to him when he 
dismissed him. (3) Yet another variant states that “Umar would have his governors 
record their property and would then take half.® Whatever the implications of this 
report might be, itis likely that Sa°d was not honoring his part of the contract, keeping 
property for himself and distributing it to his favorites from southern tribes. This must 
hhave angered certain Kafans (as is directly and indirectly mentioned in their 
complaints) and must certainly have kept “Umar worried. For the caliph was able to see 
quite clearly that Sa‘d’s political and personal influence was growing in Kifa and that 
this was backed up with substantial wealth. If this analysis holds water, we may say that 
“Umar's institution of the sdbiga system was not an act guided by a religious precedent 
‘per se. It was rather a move to weaken the authority of Sa'd (and surely other governors 
‘who had adopted similar practices) and the tribal élite of the south in his entourage. 
By the time of “Umar’s murder, Sa°d’s political career may have been on the wane, 
‘According to some sources, he may have been appointed by “Uthmin for one year over 
Kiafa, in keeping with *Umar's wishes.”® But the sources differ on these matters, Bre that 
as it may, there is no doubt that Sa’d had left what scemed then to have been good foun 
dations for the political careers of his children. Some rare occurrences in the historical 
tradition hint at his continued interest in the political world.” But according to the majority 
Of the sources concerned with issues of religious doxa and praxis (which constitute the 


© Lam uncertain of my reading of this report: nor am I all thot sure of its underlying significance 
Did “Umar have the governors record what they already owned before they left for their posts? But 
then why would he divide what was in this list when be would remove them? Did he have them list 
‘what they acquired during thear tenure? This makes more sense, but also implies that they were entitled 
oat least half of what they acquired. Does this apply to half of the excess, 8 i cane report, oo half 
‘of whatever they decided to take? (1) kitma adhd ba atha ‘dmilan hataba lahu ma lahu (malahu ?) 
humors qilsama al fadla fa-qasama ghayra wahidin minhum sa'd.. (2) idha batho “amitan ‘ala 
‘mesdinatin Latah ma lah (malahu) wa-god qarama phavra wabsdin minkum ma lah hd scalahu 
3). wmar. omara ‘wmmdlahu farkatabi amedlahum minhum sa°dun fasshijarahum “umaru 
amvallahwm forathadha nisfan waa ‘Kihum musfan (1) and (2) mention other goveroory, but (3) 
‘mentions ony Sa'd. (1) BL, 5: 342-4; (2) IS, 3: 242; (3) 18, 3: 107, A rather bold thought that occurs 
to mind is that “Umar wasn some way selling the lucrative post of governor, either io exchange for 
the existing substantial wealth ofthe future governor or fora share in the wealth he was w accrue. What 
‘was to accve to ‘Umar would supposedly be at his dissal asthe leader of the Umma and wold ideally 
be dispensed in the way of God. Something similar was of course carried out by "Uthmin io hi 

‘eachange’ of the mdi al-muslimin tothe Sawai for private land Wp the Arabian Peninsula. In effec 

“Uthmisn was privatizing the immovable property in the Sawad i exchange for private property in the 
Peniosula, converting the later to crown lands, “Uthman's repeated claim that he was oot doi 
anything different from his predecessor makes one wonder. On ‘Uchman’s policies, see Madelung, 
Succession. 81fF. The simpler solution that ‘Umar was simply extracting a portion ofthe anfal that had 
accrued to his governors was of course the first idea that occurred to my mind. However, it fails to 
‘explain all the variants of the report mentioned above. See also some comments on the major issue Of 
the rights of surplus (al-fadl) in Kennedy, The Armies, 75. 

7 Earlier, "Umar had himself removed Sa°d from office. 

" Fora rare repor about Sa‘d's presence at DXimat al-Jandal, ee tba Kathit, af-Bidaya, 8:79. Its 
also inthe context of the Siffin arbitration that Sa‘d is reported to have said that he deserved to rule 
‘more than others because he had taken no part in the murder of "Uthman or the Civil War, See Tn 
“Assit. Tarith, 20; 287, Nom Kathir, al-Bidaa, 8: 79. 
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bulk of the material for the latter part of Sa‘d’s life), he went into seclusion in al-"Aqiq”? 
at the time of the first fimna. He became a quietist, adopting a determinist and quasi- 
‘Murji'ite attitude. He also became the moderate voice of the age, unging people not to curse 
‘Alf, Talha, or al-Zubayr” In keeping with these attitudes, he also hesitatingly accepted 
Mu‘Swiya.”* All these are characteristics of a model that—as I have argued elsewhere— 
seems to have been manufactured by the ‘Abbasids in view of a program of general 
political assimilation. ”* Sa‘d’s attitude towards ‘Ali was perhaps a bit more nuanced.”* 

Sa‘d lived to a ripe age of over 80. He died in al-'Agiq in 55 AH. one of the last of 
the Companions to pass away.”? It was from his haven in al~‘Aqiq that his bier was 
carried on the shoulders of the believers to the cemetery in al-Bag?.”* 


1i.2, Sa‘d’s Identity: An Excursus 


In this short section, 1 would like to point 10 an interesting phenomenon regarding 
Sa'd'’s identity that occurs in the sources. To the best of our knowledge, Sa'd’s father. 
Malik b. Uhayb, had no son named Wagga. That he should be called Aba Wagga is 
thus somewhat problematic (although not necessarily so, since one’s kunya need not 
always correspond to some existing child). A survey of Arabic names reveals that 
Waqqis was generally a southem name (the only exception to this might be ‘Alqama b. 
Wagqis, whose genealogy is uncertain, though "Algama itself seems to be a predomi- 
nantly southem name). It occurs several times in Ibn al-Kalbi's Nasab ma add.” and 
all instances are QabyiinE. What is also interesting is that a certain al-Hflrith b, Waggis 
was also present at al-Qidisiyya™® and that a certain ‘Amr b. Muthiira b. “Umayr of the 


Jaliha recited the following verse on the occasion of the battle, I made my came! knee! 
at the door of al-Qadisiyya / while Sa'd b, Wagga (sic) was amir over me.’ (anakhtu 
bicbabi'I-qadisiyyatt ndgatt / wa-sa'du'bnu waggdsin ‘alayya amira). The meter is 
Jawil so that the introduction of the Aunya of Sa’d’s father would break it down. I find 
the occurrence to be interesting nevertheless, Things become even more intriguing 
when we find a very confusing Tradition in the sources, where Sa’d asks the Prophet, 


"Who am I?" To this he responded, "You are Sa°d b. Malik b. Uhayb....May the curse of 
God be upon anyone who says otherwise."*' It appears likely that this Tradition first 


7 AlAglg, a coveted and lush wok wn the south of Medina, and rs surrounding regions were the 
home of the Medinese aristocracy inthe early Islamic period. The firmly of the Prophet's uncle Mamza, 
tnd of “Abuallah b. alZubayr (among others) had mamtzi! a few miles from here. The family of the 
‘Alid al-Hasan b, Zaya, is known wo have held many of the springs in the region as sadagde. On the 
latte, see the chapter o0 the “Alids. Bakrt, entry: “JuthjStha’; ba Maghlith,al-Arlas al-TariBht. 126 

See BL. 5: 86 and Ahmed. "Between the Acts,’ $2 2.101 for a further discussion of quietist 
Traditions related wo Sa’d Qn the hesitation, see BL 4:86; Dhahab Tart, 108-11 

°° See, Ahmed, "Between the Acts,’ Chapter I 

1 See Alumed, "Between the Acts," $4.0.103 aad Madelung. Secession, 148 

"TL, 5: 83-6 reports that he died aged 70 in 5S AH. There are also reports that he was poisoned! 
by Mu‘awiya See Madehung. Succession, 331 

 Avariant occurs that he died in Medina. See BIL, 5: 3-6. 

7 1264-2812: 672 1d. 268-81 

* Dawragi, 178; al-Dubbik (bm al-“Asim),al-Abu, 1: 167; al-Tabarani,al-Mu jam al-kabir 
137; ol-Nisahart, Mari ‘ulm -hodtth, 169; 1S, 3: 137: Tho Manbal, aT; Ton Hayyae, Tabayd 
2.27% ‘Nal al-daraquini. 4: 365; al-Khatibal-Baghddh,Yarihh, 1: 155; tba ‘Aske, 2° 245 
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came to be circulated in a Zuhri-Alid complex in the Hijiz sometime between the 
second half of the first and the first half of the second Islamic century and then moved 
to Iraq in the second half of the second Islamic century.*? We can only guess at the 
‘significance of this Tradition. A reasonable explanation may be that the nasab ‘Ibn Abi 
\Waggis" was given as an honorific to Sa'd by his southem friends in Iraq and that this 
name stuck with him a bit too well and came to be used against his descendants in some 
genealogical dispute in the time period specified. The Tradition aimed at restoring their 
clebrated lineage. A bolder explanation may be that Sa'd was not a Qurasht at all and 
that the lineage was forged some time between the second half of the first and the first 
half of the second Islamic century. That the Sa"dids were pretenders 10 the Qurashi 
lineage and were in fact from the Qudi'a (the “Udhra, to be precise) has also been 
recorded in a gloss of Hassiin b, Thibit's Diwan,” 


Lit The Descendants of Sa'd b. Abt Waggas 


The foregoing has provided us with a good foundation to study the fortunes ofthe descen- 
darts of Sa'd. For in many ways, they seem to take up polities where their illustrious 
ancestor left it off, In order to make things manageable, I have divided the descendants of 
‘So’d into six categories along cognate lines: Children from (1) Kinda and Sa'db, Madhbij 
of Kinda; (2) Bahri of the Qudi'a; (3) Bakr and Taghlib b, Wail; (4) Taysallitb, 
Tha'laba; (5) Band Hfrith b, Zuhra; (6) Miscellaneous. 1 will deal with each group in tum. 

Bach cognate line (in fact each segment within a given cognate line) has a distinct 
trajectory, so that a general summary cannot really serve as a perfect substitute for the 
details. However, | think that it would be useful to note some general trends to frame 
the prosopographical exercise. (This is a practice I have adopted for all of the remaining 
chapters.) 

Thave noted above that some sources and circumstantial details lead us to cast doubt 
‘on Sa'd’s Qurashi identity and to highlight his political aspirations, These suspicions 
and observations are further corroborated by the social and political trajectories of his 
descendants, Most of them remained largely connected with their Iraqi cognates of 
south Arabian extraction and flourished or withered with the latter. Thus, for example, 
of two of Sa'd's Kindi children, the full brothers *Umar and Muhammad, one appears 
to be in the favor of the Umayyads and the other a staunch revolutionary. Similarly, 
certain sons born to the Bakr b. Wa'il line established marriage ties with the Umayyads 
ata time when other Sa'dids did not. These seemingly haphazard details make sense in 
light of the changing relationship of the Kinda and the Bakr with the Umayyads during 
the course of the latter’s reign. As a general rule, it is fair to say that afier the reign of 
“Abd al-Malik, the Sa‘dids, many of whom were half southern via their cognates, found 
themselves in pro~“Alid and anti-Umayyad camps because their cognates had similarly 
shifted their alliances. Their history often overlaps that of their cognates, the south 
Arabian tribal élite, and not so much that of the religious élite of the Hijaz. 


© Ihave provided a preliminary analysis ofthis Tradition in Ahmed. “Between,” Chapter I 

© A few more details regarding the "Udhri lineage are found in Madelung, Succession, 94,n. 74 
(where the Dida 1s also menboned) and peoblems regarding bus wdentity are noted in Crone, Roman 
157. 63 
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Lii.1. Children of Kinda 


‘Sa‘d had children by two women of the Kinda: the first, Mariya/Mawiya bt. Qays b. 
Ma‘di Karib b. Abjal-Kaysam b. Sam. Imni'i'-Qays b. ‘Amb, Mu"Bwiya al-Kind,™* 
was pethaps his most significant marital alliance. She bore him five children, three 
daughters and two sons. Of all his children, ‘Umar and Muhammad, his two sons from 
this woman, seem to have had the greatest involvement in the politics of the day. The 
three daughters brought two important sons-in-law into the family -Mughira b. Shu'ba, 
who was married to Hafga bt, Sa‘d; and Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. “Awf, who married 
‘Ummm al-Qasim bt, Sa'd and then Umm Kulthfim bt, Sa'd. This Ibeahim’s son Sa'd was 
appointed qd? and was head of the shurta of Medina on several occasions. n turn, his 
son Ibrahim, who was appointed the qddF of Baghdad by al-Rashid, was also a 
companion of the ‘Alid mcm al-Sdig."* As with al-Mughira b, Shu'ba, this was a signi 
icant political alliance.** The second Kind! woman Sa‘d married has been identified as 
‘Umm Hilal bt, Rabi b, Murayyin of the Madhhij of the Kinda ®” She gave birth to three 
little known children, one of whom has been identified by the sources as a muhaddith 


Li1.A. Children of Mariya bt. Qays 


“Umar b, Sa'd made the most of the opportunities he inberited from his father. He was 
involved in the political sphere from a very early age and is presented in the sources 8s 
the leading aggressor against al-Husayn b. ‘Alf at Karbala” His involvement in the 
events around 61 AH begins with al-Husayn's movement. We are told that when news 
of Muslim b. ‘Aqil’s covert operation in Kafa reached “Umar b, Sa'd, he wrote a letter 
to the caliph Yazid, informing him of this development. His letter was similar to the one 
written by ‘Ammina b, ‘Ugha and ‘Abdallah b, Muslim: it advised the caliph to remove 
18 weak and quietist administrator like al-Nu'man b. Bashir and to install instead 
someone who could effectively handle subversive forces. When this letter reached 
Yazid, the maw/d of Mu’awiya, Sarjin, advised him to install ‘Ubsydallah b. Ziyd as 
the governor. In a way then “Umar was among those responsible for bringing 
*Ubaydallah to KGfa. And this served him well, For “Ubaydallah eventually appointed 
him governor of Rayy and Hamadhin and made him commander over an army of four 
thousand horsemen sent to Daylam.™ It is this same army which massacred al-Husayn 
and his family shortly after these events transpired." 


tis aso said that se was a dauybicr of Aba s-Kaysam ab-Kiods 

*© See al-Mizzl, Tahdhib al-kamal 2°88: Dhahab, Todhiva. 1; 252; Yon ajar Tad, 1: 108; 
403; Dhahabi, Siva 4: 390; 3: 418 

among the Zura, the “Awfids di relavely eter han the San gaining nprant poste 
Tis deacendan of Abd al-Rabmain As and is ined paiculary we {ty the "Aw fis te 
next chapter 

Yn IS, 3: 137, the ame i given a: Unnm Hi Rabb. N-R-Y b. Aws Hai b. Lamb. 
‘Amar. Thursinab, Malik b Jud" b. Dba b Ramis b, iit. Kah Sad Mahi Oo 
the Madhhij, see above. They were important ales of “Alt and fhe al-Ach’ath, representatives of two 
groups with whom Sa'd also did fit well * See Ahmed, “Berween the Act 56 

1S, $: LONE: Bihir ab-anwdr, 44: 385; a-Cidial-Nu'miia Sharh al-akhdr, 5 149%; ho Asa 
Tay 45: $9; BL. 4: 136 

or det, xpectally regain the polemical a hagiographcal elements w the preston 
of Umar 83, see Ahmed, ‘Between the Acts," S94 
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In 63 AH, when the caliph Yazid died, a group of the Kinda wholeheartedly 
supported “Umar’s appointment in Iraq as deputy governor while the issue of the 
caliphate was being decided. In this instance, “Umar had even surpassed Ibn Ziyid, 
whose proposal to serve the same post (after his renunciation of Yazid) was violently 
rejected by those assembled. “Umar might well have succeeded in acquiring this post 
hhad the memory of al-Hlusayn not weighed so heavily on the conscience of the Kifans. 
Just as people were coming forward to pay homage, he was turned down among the 
wails of KOfan women lamenting the brutal murder of the beloved grandson of the 
Prophet 

When in 66 AH al-Mukhtir b. Abt "Ubayd al-Thagaff erupted on the scene in Kf, 
“Umar b. Sa°d, fbn al-Ash’ath, Shabath b. Rabi’, “Amr b. al-Hajj&j, and other notables 
involved in the murder of al-Husayn are reported to have fled from the city and to have 
headed for Basra. Mukbtir, who is consistently described in the sources as uncompro- 
misingly bent on the Husaynid vendetta, was not going to let them go unpunished. So 
he sent a special envoy, Ab@ al-Qulis al-Shibiimi, in pursuit. Abd al-Quldis was able to 
catch up with them and, after an intense battle, was able to capture “Umar b. Sa°d. The 
rest of “Uimar’s companions were able to clude him. “Umar and then his son Haf were 
decapitated —"Umar for al-Husayn and Hafs for ‘Alb. al-Husayn”! —and his head was 
sent off to Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya”? 

Perhaps the most interesting bit of information in this account is the list of the names 
‘of the notables who fled with "Umar. Shabath Ab6 ‘Abd al-Quddds al-KAafl was (surpris- 
ingly) of Tamimf stock. He was a companion of ‘Alf and was the first to participate 
(awwalu man a'dna) in the murder of "Uthman. Thereafter, he became one of the 
Khawarij, tumed away from them, and then rejoined them. He then witnessed the 
murder of al-Lusayn, after having written to him in support and inviting him to Kafa.”? 
Shabath was appointed over the shurta of al-Harith b. “Abdallah, the governor of Katia 
for "Abdallah b. al-Zubayr, before Mukhiir arrived there. He is also mentioned as a 
sayyid of the Tamim.” What we can speculate on the basis of this brief biography is 
that, much like the other notables in this region, Shabath was an opportunist. Like Ibn 
al-Ash‘ath, he was not attached to any ideology or policy;”* he changed suits as the 
‘occasion arose, 

Likewise, ‘Amr b. al-Hajjaj was a leader of the southern Madhbij tribe in Kafa. After 
the arrest and beating of Hini"b. “Urwa (in the Muslim b. ‘Aqil episode) at the hands 
of Ibn Ziyd, ‘Amr arrived outside his palace along with his Madhbij to demand the 
safety of his kinsman. They dispersed with due assurances from Ibn Ziyad’s 
messenger. Like Shabath, ‘Amr had also written to al-Husayn, “The Jani has grown 


° This must be ‘AMT al-Akbar b al-Husayn. See Tabwart, XIX, 169-170; 217 (tans) 

© al-Dinawari, a-Abhhair, 29AE ab-TUsi, of-Amdll, 243, Tart, XID, 25 (trans) 

%* Tahdhth al-tahdhib, 4: 266, The phrases a ‘dna ‘ald qatlt ‘wthmdn and kina mimman tulita bi 
dams T-busayn maa mukhtir are abit confusing {take ther to mean that be helped an the twurder of 
“Uthmiin and that he was among thoue who were sought outta retatution for a-Husayn Ma ‘a mukhidr 
should probably be taken as ft ‘ahd mukhedr: 1c. at his time. Fagrib al-tahdhib, 1: 411. Sivan 4: 150, 
For 2 slightly different version of things, vee Tubart, XIX. p. 25, nate 19 (tras) 

* Crone, Slaves, Appendix 1 00. 29 

Tahari, XIX: 46-47 (trans }.A less than cordial exchange between fhe Ziyad and “Amr is also 
recorded by Tabari, XIX: 20 (trans ) 
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green; the fruit has ripened; the waters have overflowed. Therefore, if you want 10, 
come to an army that has been gathered for you. Peace be with you.?” However, ‘Amr 
is later found leading five hundred horsemen against al-Husayn and positioning them 
to cut off the water supply of the latter at Karbala. In the Karbala” episode again, he as 
found at the head of the nght wing of “Umar b. Sa‘d’s forces.”* What this tells us is that 
‘Amr did not feel any dutiful allegiance to his governor of to his political position. He 
‘was only interested in his own welfare and that of his tribe. Although he is praised in at 
least one source ax a good Muslim,” we would qualify him also as a member of the 
tribal and not the religious élite. What begins to emerge now and will become even 
‘more apparent with fragments about ‘Umar’s brother Muhammad is that this line of 
Sa’dids followed in the footprints of the tribal élite of Iraq. And like so many of them, 
they did not care to promote any religious position, ideology, ar policy; they were inter- 
ested rather in self-promotion and self-preservation and so shifted in their political 
Jeanings with the appropriate opportunities! 

That this ine of the Sa'dids generally chose to be dragged upon the coattails of their 
Kinda brethren should already be somewhat clear.'®' Further substantiating evidence 
for this view comes from the biography of ‘Umar’s full brother Muhammad. The latter 
‘makes his first appearance in the sources at the battle of al-Hiarra. The eauses behind 
the battle are fairly complicated and deserve a full study, which, unfortunately, is 
beyond the scope of this chapter." Eor our immediate interests, we should note that 
three main events of varying chronological order are associated with this battle: (1) the 
expulsion of Yazid’s governor of Medina by its inhabitants; (2) the public repudiation 
of Yaeid by the Medinans; and (3) the siege by the Medinans of the Band Umayya in 


9 Pabarf, XIX, 26 (trans) % ‘Tabart, XIX: 107, 121 (arans) 
™ He resisted the Kinuda cal w the Ridda. See Mba Hajar, af fyda, 5.111 

1 have failed to find any long-term consistent pattern of tribal behavior forthe Umayyad perioxt 
Un past scholarship, efforts to generalze inbal commitments Yo political partes and weologies have 
also proved ineffective. Agha writes quite correctly that ‘all through the Umayyad era, although politics 
‘were almost consistently tribal, thal polities had rarely eee coasistes.” Ant he supe this claim 
‘with mubstantial data. Aghs, The Revolution, 275 

There are numerous situations where “Limar b. Sa’d 4 found in the company of fhe al-Ash°ath, 

adopting the same political positon as his cognate kinsman Also, of the three notables who fled with 
"Umar, wo were from southern tribes. And both tribes were linked by macriage to Sa'd. Helow we wall 
also witness similar Kinda mantal alliances established by “Umar. ‘Umar had fully been assimilated 
‘nto the tribal élite structures apd had left bebind the claims to religious priority which Sa'd had 
clhimed. See Ahmed, 'Between the Acts,” S9ff 

2" Any sociopolitical study of the battle will certainly require attention to al-tlusayn’s movement 
the role played by the Zubayrids in Kufa prior tothe Hijau homage to Ibo al-Zubayr, the relationship, 
between Ibn Ziyad and the Zubayrids (hinted at above), the al-Hlrith b. ‘Abs al-Muftalib line. the role 
‘of Amb. al-Zubayr, the hesitanoo and distrust of Muslim b. “Ligh towaeds Qurashis (which is iges 
with something of a proto-Syrian “aationalism'—see Tabari, XIX, 210-212 (trans.)), and especially 
the longstanding covert political movement of the Ansar and the minor ‘Alid lines, et The sources 
renerally offer quite a few details o@ the stages of the conflict, the military operations. and the attinudes 
‘of various leaders. They are more silent on the various causes of the revolt and presenti almost wnan- 
tmously as the product of divergent religious forces. Kister has provided an excellent preliminary 
analysis of the socioeconomic causes of the revolt i his ‘Battle of the Marra’. He argues that the battle 
was party the result of the tension between landowners in Medina and the Umayyad suthorites who 
‘wanted to usucp their properues 
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Medina."®? These events were perhaps an expected outcome of the general refusal of 
the Mastim Community to accept Mu’wiys’s son as the new caliph. But their more 
immediate cause was the incitement of the people of Medina by ‘Abdallah b. Hanzala 
al-Ghasil al-Ansiri, son of a well-known Companion of the Prophet who fell at 
Ubud.!®* “Abdallah was s member of a delegation sent to Yazid from Medina, the aim 
‘of which was to verify or refute the accusations against the latter's character. Ifthe accu- 
sations were to be proven true, Yazidd would be gencrally deemed unfit for the caliphate 
Upon his return from the mission, "°° “Abdallah severely reviled Yazid for various faults, 
whereupon the people of Medina gave their oath of allegiance to the former, The three 
events outlined above seem to have followed the hay'a to ‘Abdallah. '® It is at this point 
that Yazid summoned Muslim b. “Liqha and ordered him to head for the Hijiz. 

It is not clear whether Muslim's main target was Mecca or Medina. Ibo al-Zubayr 
had already sought refuge in the former and had, according to various reports, been 
given the homage there.'*” But it was only in response to the call of the besieged 
Medinan Umayyads that Mustim had set out from Syria. Tabari reports that when 
Muslim reached Medina, he gave the insurgents a chance wo make peace, provided of 
course that they paid homage to Yazid. He then added, “What are you going to do? Are 
you going to make peace or are you going to fight?” When the Medinans chose the latter, 
he said. ‘Don’t do this. Rather enter into obedience, and we will use our vehemence and 
our weapons against this man who deviates from the truth, to whom heretics and 
libertines have gathered from every side.’ Muslim's goal now was obviously Mecca 
And ostensibly the Medinans only chose to engage him in onder to defend it. For they 
shouted, “Enemies of God, by God, if you want to pass across to them, we will not leave 
you until we fight you. We will not let you go to the Sacred House of God to terrorize 
its inhabitants, to act impetuously there, and to violate its sanctity, No, by God! We will 
not allow this.""* 

But this is all very problematic. I have already pointed out that, according to several 
reports, Muslim had set out for Medina only in response to a distress call from the 
besieged Umayyads there, It slso appears that the Medinans were interested in their 
‘own political program and were not as drawn to Ibn al-Zubayr’s call as some reports 
suggest. For they had already and independently paid homage to one of their own and 
soon followed his lead to their defeat.’ In none of the battle details is there any 


0 Tahari, XIX, 201 (trans) 4 Tabar, XIX, 198, note 657 (trans) 

8 “Atstallah must have returned (rom Syria with memories of excelient eatment ana a welled! 
pocket. See Tabarf, XIX, 219, (rank) 

'% The tuys Wo "Abslallth occurred in 62 AH. The three events occurred in 63 AH. See Tobart, XIX, 
19%, 201 (trans.). Alternatively, "when the people of Medina heard of [Muslim b. "Uqba’s} 
‘coming (hey) besieged them {the Umayyads) inthe house of Marwan’, But ¥ am not sire if this last 
‘wa more specific description of the general siege have not listed all the various chronoloyscal differ 
ences inthe accounts. (Tabart, XIX, 206; ef. 202 (trans). 

"FT Tabari, XIX, 1894f. Iba al-Zubayr also reportedly had the general support of the Medinans. But 
‘makes bre sense that they should have given homage at the same time to ’Abdallah b, Hanzala 

(* Tabart, XIX, 206 (trans. 

{am unclear about what hay is means in this context. It may simply iodicate a promise by the 
Medinans to follow “Abdallah and not that he was to have any official political position. What does 
‘emerge from the sources ts that uy ato a person m the circumstances of imsubordinanon tothe regime 
‘meant following that person's independent judgment. So for example, m the account of fbn al- 
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mention of Ibn al-Zubayr on the part of the Medinans. Further, according t one report 
in Tabari, Muslim had accepted a military tactic suggested to him by “Abd al-Malik: be 
bypassed Medina, went around it, and returned from the east. Thus he could have 
continued on his route to Mecca without engaging the Medinans. Subduing them would 
of course be important, so that his back would not be exposed. Nevertheless, given the 
details above, | have a suspicion that the sources have turned a genuinely Medinan 
phenomenon into an effect of the Meccan.!"? 

Mubammad b. Sa°d makes only brief appearance at al-Harra. As he was perhaps 
fighting for the cause of the Medinan aristocracy, he appears with none of his Kinda 
kinsmen, who were engaged in other intrigues far away in Iraq. We read in Tabari, 

‘Mubammad b. Sa’d b. Abr Waqgiis came out to fight on that day. When the Syrians 
fled, he went after them striking at them until the defeat overcame him."!! He is 
mentioned last in this battle episode; thereafter the city was given to pillaging 
Elsewhere, he appears ay an impetuous warrior and almost as the cause of the great 
destruction of Medina that followed: after a great number of Quraysh and Ansar had 
been killed, Muslim ordered the Syrians to hold back. It was at this moment that 
‘Mubammad rushed forward. Fighting broke out once more; men were killed, women 
were ‘compromised’, and property was plundered. "!? This is all we hear about him at 
u-Harra, After the defeat of the Medinans, a number of inhabitants fled the city 
Mubammad was very likely one of them.'' It is highly probable that he went to iraq, 
doffing his claim to religious aristocracy and looking forward to testing his luck with 
his cognates. 

before he did s0, however, we do meet him one last time as a member of the religious 
élite, He was part of delegation which came with al-Liajjij to “Abd al-Malik after the 
death of Ibn al-Zubayr. The group consisted of such lumimaries as Mubammad b. a)- 
Hanafiyya, “Abdallah b. ‘Amr b, “Uthman, and “Umar b. “Abd al-Rabmin b. ‘Awf 
“Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rabmitn asked "Abd al-Malik to get rid of ‘the rule of this Thaqafi 
slave’ (ie, al-Lajjaj). ‘Abd al-Malik seeretly complied. So we are able to gather from 
these fragments that Mubammad was a member of the Medinan religious élite at the 
time of al-Harra and that he participated there on behalf of his group against the 
‘Umayyads. Thereafter, he very likely came to Iraq and established some civil links with 
the Umayyads after ‘Abd al-Malik came to the throne. We also gather that he was 
unhappy with al-Hajjaj’s rule. 

There was perhaps one thread of continuity that linked Muhammad's tribal career in 
Iraq with what bad transpired in Medina. One of the great Medinan warriors of al-Hlarra 


Aah’at’s revol, several udependlent leaders are given fay a by thet followers. These leaders jorn 
tnd separate themselves from a larger movement at sutable moments. See for example. the hay’ Wo 
‘Abs al-Rabrada b al"AbbAS, Tabart, XXII, 17, 53 (trans. But compare the bay's to Bisfam b 
Masala, Tabart, XXUI, 47 (rans 

0 Tabari, XIX. 207-208 (trans). Cf. Tabart, XIX, 204 (trans). The Medinan sanctifyine 
Traditions, a good number of which were transmitted on Sa'd's authonty. also give us a hint of some 
inlependent movement i Medina, Although {have not analyzed them carefully, quick look reveals 
that they come from the second half of the first century: | direct the reader's attention to Ahmed. 
Between the Acts,’ 413-16, 433-35, "0 Psbaet, XIX, 213 (ans) 

82 fon Qutayta, al-mama, 2: 59. 0 Tabart, XIX 213 (tans) 

16 BE,a2:48SfF His removal from the Hijaz is meant. See al-Burr, al\Jawhara, 2: 330. 
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has been identified as al-Fadl b. al-‘Abbas b. Rabi'a b. al-Hanth b. ‘Abd al-Muyalib al- 
Hashim. It is said that he fell ten yards away from Muslim, whom he had fixed as his 
main target. It is very likely that some family members of this Harithi Hashimi went 
north to Iraq along with those who left Medina after the battle. For we find his brother 
“Abd al-Rabman b. al-’Abbas as a leader in the insurgency of Ibn al-Ash‘ath." “Abd 
al-Rabmin later beaded a splinter group of Ibn al-Ash’ath’s army, which included our 
Mubammad as s leading man. The significance of this connection—if indeed it has 
any—can only be gauged on the basis of a study of the Llirithis. This is, unfortunately, 
beyond the scope of this chapter.'"* Suffice it to say that some clements of the failed 
anti-Umayyad revolt in Medina had now made their home in Iraq and had found a 
willing partner there in the southern tribe of Kinda. Mubammad had good relations with 
both interest groups and might even have served as a middleman for them. 

Much like al-Harra, the revolt of Ibn al-Ash‘ath was a fairly complicated event and 
‘80 cannot be presented in detail within the confines of a chapter on the Sa‘dids.""” Itiy 
fairly certain that it was the response of an overextended Lragi army, members of which 
had been sent far away from their homes and families and who feared thatthe disasters 
‘of these predecessors in the east would befall them as well. The army was also generally 
unhappy with the rule of al-Hajjaj and was resentful of the higher stipends paid to the 
Syrian army.''* There was also some sense of a looming paranoia that Hajjj’s aim in 
sending them far afield was to appropriate their Iraqi land (perhaps for the Syrian 
army}.'"* The revolt had taken on a regionalist character;'2® in other words, it was the 
war of the Iragis against the Synians. Those who had invested most in the war simply 
by virtue of their sheer numbers were members of the southern tnbes.'?! 


19 On the settlement of some of the Hand al-Harth i Iraq and on ‘Abd al-Ralmdn, in particutr, 
see Madelung, “Hishinniyy®’, pp. 22-3. 

18 A maneld of al-Fadl b, “Abbi, Nusayt, 1 mentioned as the warrior on Ibn al-Ash’ath’s wide who 
Killed Sa’id b. Yabyh b. Sa’id b ok*Ay tn 82 AH at alZiwiya. He was the nephew of the governor of 
Medina, "Amr b. $a°5d, atthe time of Yazid. This diplomatic governor, much to Yarid's later regret, 
was removed and replaced by al: Walid b “Utha. This happened as trouble was brewing in Medina, © 
just little before al-Marra (Tabarf, XI, 15-16 (trans). 

1 Sayed. Die Revolie, considers the causes of the revolt from a socioeconomic perspective and 
argues that st was im lange part the product ofthe tensions created by the shifl frum societies organized 
‘around autooornous thes wo those tesponsive to a central religious authornty The political aspects of 
the revolt are discussed in ‘ttm al-Ash’ath’(L. Veccia Vaglieri), £2 

1 ttisunclear whethes and to what extent the Syrian army was paid from the revenues of iraq. The 
absence of any mint mn Damascus until the tine of ‘Abd al-Mahih suayeests that some fiscal burdens of 
‘Syria must have heen shouldered by the rags ts also furty certain thatthe laer“demuilitarizanion of 
the Iraqi mugila meant that more revenues were taken to Damascus. See H Kennedy. The Armies 
of the Caliphs, 78. 

10 Ths is deed what happenaa later withthe foundation of al-Wast The lragis were showy being 
pushed eastward. Indeed a buge number of them had settled n Khurasin, where. unsurprisingly (given 
the southern demographics of the Iraqis), the Muhallabids now held sway On the demographics of 
Khurisin and the depletwon of rag) amy, sec Agha, Revolution. 177-185, esp. 181 and the references 
there. See also Sharon, Alack Banners, 65 and Agha, “The Arab Population in Khurasn,’p. 218 

"2° This ts somewhat reminiscent of the Medina-Syria clash above 

12) For a summary of lragi gnevances, sce fhe al-Ash‘ath’s speech in Tabari, XXII, 4-5 (trans ) 
See also the peace package offered by ‘Abel al-Malik, dp. 23 and al-Hajjj's speech to his army. 1d, 
1p. 9. tis true that the greatest cumber of leaders an Tn al-Ash‘ath's side were of southern extraction 
But it certainly cannot be denied that it included Tamimi leaders. See Tabari, XXII, 25 (trans:) 
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In its early phases, the war against al-Hajiij was fought in Basra, where Ibm al- 
Ash'ath gained the support of atleast some of the local population. Among the leaders 
of the Basrans who came to his aid was ‘Abd al-Rabmiin b. al-’Abb&s b. Rabi, whose 
brother we mict earlier at al-Harra,'° He might well have been the leader of the young 
(Qurashis fighting against al-Hajjaj, whose participation in Tbn al-Ash’ath’s cause was 
mentioned with regret later by “Abd al-Malik. It is possible that Muhammad b. Sa’d was 
among his supporters." After the defeat of Ibn al-Ash‘ath here, the Basrans swore alle- 
‘ance to “Abd al-Rahiman and continued to fight the Syrians for three days. Thereafter, 
they followed "Abd al-Rahman to Dayr al-Jamajim, where he met up with Ibn al- 
Ash’ath and was appointed over his cavalry.'* In this context, Mubammad b. Sa’d is 
mentioned in the sources as the leader of Iba al-Ash’ath’s infantry.'** After Ibm al- 
‘Ash‘ath's defeat at al-Jamijum, Mubammad b. Sa‘d headed to al-Mada’in, where he 
was joined by a great number of men. When they saw al-Hajjaj approaching, however, 
they all departed for Basra, where they again consolidated their forces with Ibn al- 
Ash‘ath, Then together with Ibn al-Ash‘ath, Mubammad very likely went to Maskin, 
where the fate of the revolt was finally sealed. 

Mubammad b, Sa'd was probably among those who fled with Ibn al-Ash‘ath to 
Sijistin and then to the territory of the Zunbil If this is the case, he did return with him 
to Sijistin to join his men who had assembled there. Once there, Muhammad was 
among those who splintered away from Ibn al-Ash’ath and headed to Khurisin, after 
having paid allegiance to ‘Abd al-Rahman b.al-’Abbis. In Khurisin, Mubammad was 
among those captured by Yazid b, al-Muhallab and was sent back to al-Hayjij.'?” Back 
in Iraq as 8 captive, he was called forth by al-Haijij. He was declared to be a trouble= 


‘maker, who participated at various occasions against the establishment, and was then 
executed.'™* 

Unfortunately, we do not have as much to go by in terms of details and histortograph- 
‘cal manipulation!=* for Mubammad as we do for his brother. Nevertheless, taken 
together, these two full brothers do offer us some interesting pattems to contemplate. 


However, the Tanitnis did tend wo betray tho al-Ash’ath along the course ofthe events. See kd 46-47 
and $0, The army also inched Qurashi elements (perhaps settled from Meshna some years ago but 
‘more on this below). There is n0 indication in the sources tha this was a revolt in the same of the 
southern anwtocracy. Infact, be al-Ash‘ath’s two claims to tbe throne rested on hin cognate Quasi 
lineage nod his pure Arb blood. See Tabar, XXIHL, 25 (trans) abaya own malar leaders at Dayr 
sl-Jamayim included a least (wo southerners (although, of the Kall, and thus powibly Snap lin) 
There appears to he no clear-cut tribal division berween the two forces, indeed the sources indicate ths 
4s something thal distrewsed the waerwurs on various vccasnons, Agamn tne of Uh wo deny dat the 
war was foupht largely in the (merest of men who happened to be southerners, See Taba, XXIIL 25, 
39-40 (trans. ). See also Crome, “Quys aon Yana,’ passin 
Tabor’, XXAIL, 24 (irs) 

144, however, mentioned that Mubammad vetted «n KOfs and thea went out with ‘Ab al- 
Rabin. Mubammad b.al-Asb’ath and witnessed Dayr al-Jamajum: 1S 6: 221, So perhaps he was 
‘ot originally part of ‘Abd al-Rabmin b.al-ABbis” oops 

8 Tobart, XXL, 17, 25 (tran) 

1% Taba, XXHM, 46-47 (trans) be Kashi, ol Buy, 9: $8 

12? Tauri, XX, $2-3, 6 (trans) 

(0 Tabbart, XX, 65 (trans) BL, 6: 66TH, 128-30; tom Abi al-Hadlt, Sharh maj al-baligha, 1 

1 See Ahmed, "Between the Acts,’ S94 


"5 Mow Kathir, Baya, 9: S2f. 
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Since they were sons of the same Kindi woman, it is possible that they were both born 
in Iraq during Sa’d’s campaigns there; and itis also likely that they spent their very early 
‘years in that province, Thereafier, they retumed with Sa’d to Medina, which they made 
their base during their youth. In the light of the foregoing discussion, we can safely 
guess that “Umar b. Sa’d came back to Iraq not Jong after the murder of "Uthmin (he 
probably arrived there after “Ali's assassination). Mubammad, on the other hand, 
continued to play his political hand with the élite of Medina, 

Their stories become apparently irreconcilable around the beginning of the Umayyad 
era, For "Umar appears in our sources as a leader in the anti-Husaynid movement, 
working closely with the most highly ranked agents of the dynasty, About the same 
time, his brother appears in an anti-Umayyad movement in Medina. This should 
certainly not lead us to think that they adhered to anything like different ideologies. 
Until al-Harra, Mubammad's best bet at political ascendancy as a resident of Medina 
was to affiliate himself with his agnates and to wear the mantle of the religious élite. 
Once this opportunity faded away, he came to Kifa and perhaps even enjoyed good 
relations with Ibn Z1yad under the protection of his cognates and his brother. Since be 
had played no part in the murder of al-Husayn (or perhaps because he was blessed with 
good luck like Ibn al-Ash“ath), he did not come under al-Mukhtir’s knife and survived 
his brother. From this point on, in many ways, he took up politics where his brother had 
left it off. He allied himself with the Kinda although he probably also kept up a solid 
relationship with the Medinan Qurashis in K0fa and became a member of the tribal 
elite. Their successes and failures became his own. And so we find him later as a leading 
member of Tho al-Ash‘ath's revolt. There is in fact a kind of continuity that Sa'd, "Umar, 
and Muhammad gave to each other's lives. For Sa'd had made an investment in 
valuable links with the southern tribes of Iraq. His son “Umar benefited from its returns 
at the time of Mu’awiya and Yazid. He was consistently found above in the company 
of his southern cognates, enjoying along with them the benefits the central government 
was willing to bestow on them. His other son Muhammad, who came late to Iraq, joined 
the next generation of these cognates. And he suffered their misfortunes with them. In 
many ways, the continuity in the political career of this line emerges as a solid relief 
against the fortunes of the southemers Mubammad b. al-Ash‘ath and his son, ‘Abd al- 
Rabmiin. "Umar did only as well as the former and Muhammad only as badly as the 
latter. 

All of “Umar b. Sa‘d’s children were born to Kindi women‘ and an inordinate 
‘number of concubines. His brother Muhammad is not known to have fathered children 
from anyone other than women in the latter category.'®! In other words, their social 
capital was not diverse. So when the Syrian army entered Iraq and came to supersede 
in that region the tribal army structures of the early Umayyad period, not only did the 
southerners in general fall by the wayside, but this line of the Sa‘dids, which had 
showed so much potential with Muhammad and “Umar, also moved out of the political 


9 Perhaps two of his children were born toa paternal cousin. But this is debatable. See IS. 5: 1466: 
W6SE,, 5: 236; Tabari, Tarith, 4: 532; BL, 5: 95-7; Baladburt, Furth, 2: 349; al-"Wll, Ma rifah, 2: 388, 
Tarith baghdad, $: 148; Non "Aske, 67: 20 

008 TS, 5: 1466; al Ma 'rifah, 1: 227; al-Raet, Jarh, 2 194. 1H, 128-35; tba Hibbain, Thigdt, 6 
4.28; Tahhib al-kamal. 2171. 189.2 
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limelight." A few of their descendants turned to the next best thing to a political career: 
they became transmitters of historical and religious accounts. In other words, where 
they could no longer participate in political history, the contributed to shaping historical 
memory. Only a handful gained any prominence.'®? The sources have preserved very 
little information about the descendants of this KindT line."** What little we have can 
hardly be used to infer a patter. What we might say with some hesitation is that 
generally the descendants of "Umar resided in Iraq and that those of Muhammad 
inhabited both that region and Medina. 


2 There are of course a few exceptions to any generalization: os | mentioned, Sa’d’'s dughser. 
Hafya did marry the very important Umayyad politician, the Thagafial-Moghirab Shu'ba. Likewise 
‘Umar, ad's daughter Uno "Ant was martied wo a grannison of Sak a-"Asb, Unayya seems 
that this grandson had tried to extablish vom links with the Kinda "Umar may hirmself also have 
‘married Maryam bt “Arar Abi Wags, but this is uncertain, We know very lite about the fortunes 
of the descendants through these noo-Kinds aliances. See BL 5: 834; 18, 3: 137, 5: 16SIL; $: 2366 
ha Mabm al-Mubabbar. 67-% 

1 Lsee no pattern of the peographical settlement ot any ober useful information so what Ihave 
gathered about there descendants 

36 Here L would like to suggest that this lack f information beth about the names and biographies 
of these descendants of Sa’ 1s probably the result of the future of the Sa’did-Kinda political axpura- 
tions, At the tne of tho alsAshath’s rebellion, when the southern tribes began to be replaced in rag 
by the Syrian army, the names of the members of the former, who enjoyed financial and political 
beuetts simply by association with the ibe, were soon struck off of the registers (An some versON, 
the din was burt though this may may read Mariga, ripped a more common practice), If this i» 
What happened und records of names were lot (for 11s said that only the record of state lands wa 
tbumnt and it disputed whether the names of those receiving ‘afd were also burat See Kenoedy, 
Armies, 71),\\ ust have meant one’s virtual anoayemity foe the central adminsstration. That the Syrian 
fray was emergsng asthe prime recipient of stipeads can be gathered oot just on the Rass of the terms 
ofthe peace offered by “Abd al-Malik to fbn al-Ash’ath (sce above), but also from the fact that just a 
few years after hus death, hus son Hisham would lumut the ming of dirhams to Wasi, the bagi hase 
ofthe Syrian amy (see Kent Armies. 70-71, where he also discusses the importance of Wisi] over 
‘Kau and Bagra after ‘Abd al-Malik's conquest of Iraq in 82 AH). Second, the constitution of the new 
tray also meant the corrosion of okt tba structures, which had been preserves i the early Umayyad 
period. Then the army 19 traq wa a patchwork of difcrent tribes coming tngether The leader of each 
sroup was both usually the commander of his unst and a midtieman between his tnbe and the central 
overument (for further details on stipends, army structures. and middlemen, see “Diwan,” £72 
“Hrat’Anit,” B72; "Ap "(Cl Caen), £12, aod the references there. For the varying importance and 
power in the hands of these nuiddlemen in different resions of the Empure. see Kennedy, Armes. 66 
67) After the failure of tho al-Ash'ath’s revolt, which ushered in increasing ceotralization, the army 
was conceived more as an orpanc unit (albeit sill divided slong inbal factions) Thrs meant that the 
tribal component ofthe army ceased to have is quast-andependent nature —1t was only part ofa larger 
‘whole. In uther words, one did aot have tribes inaking up an army, rather, was tribal mea making up 
factions within the army (see Hawting. First Dynasty, 61-63). Genealogical wrting may also have 
suffered as a result ofthis loss ofthe tnbe's preeminence Those groups and individuals wvested i the 
complicated politics between the tribe and the Umayyad dynasty woul! have shared ithe misfortunes 
othe former. A goad way to test this theory would be to cast a glaace atthe genealogical traditions of 
those who were not the prime muiary beneficiaries ofthe diva al und 1. were not (comm the firs 
‘makiab) and who guarded a religious (2s oppesed to a tribal) ite status. The “Alids and Zuhayrids 
‘would fall n this category; and As not so suepetang that We have a lot mare mformation shout them 
Inthe gencalogieal sources. ladeed, these latter consurute almost an tadependent genre from thal 
penealogies 
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Lit 1B. Children of Umm Hilal bt. Rabi” 


‘Sa‘d had three other children with a Tayyi’/Madhbiji woman, who was the daughter of 
Rabr b. Murrayyin, a sharifin Kiifa. We do not know much about her father, other than 
the fact that he was appointed by al-Walid b. “Ugha b. Abi Mu'ayt over the himd near 
Kiifa. This is somewhat suggestive of a savvy political move by Sa'd to retain his status 
in Kiifa when it had begun to wane. For Rabi"'s appointment indicates at least some 
measure of friendship between him and the governor who had just come to replace Sa'd 
during “Uthmin's reign. This may also have been an indirect effort to establish better 
relations with “Uthmin on a personal level, as al-Walid was the caliph’s uterine 
brother." One of the children from this line is reported as a muhaddith; another child 
\was married to “Abd al-Rahmain b. al-Aswad b, “Abd Yagh0th. ‘Abd al-Rabmiin was a 
Zubri and certainly a member of the religious élite. He is also said to have held some 
critical views of “Uthmiin's policies and the reports related on his authority about the 
latter tend to represent him in a somewhat compromising light. It is possible, however, 
that, like his kinsman, ‘Abd al-Rabmiin b. “Awf, he did approve of “Umar and *Uthmiin 
at some earlier stage.!* 


1it.2. Children from the Bahra’ of the Quda'a 


Sa'd married a woman of the Band Babra’ of the Quda’s and she bore him four 
children—"Amir, Umm “Imran, Isma*il, and Isbiq al-Asghar. Her name is given as 
Makita Umm *Amir bt, “Ame b. “Amr b, Ka’b b, ‘Amr b. Zur’a b. “Abdallah b. Abi 
Jusham b. Ka'bb, “Ame?” We know nothing about her father, “Amr b. “Amr. What we 


1 See BL, S: RIM; 1S, 3: 1376, 5: 168M; Hho al-Kalbt, Nasab madd. 1: 225; thn Habtb, al: 
Muhabr 67-%. See also Madelung. Succession, 86. Given the limitations ofthe sources, my analysts 
prewupposes that the frendship between al-Walld and Raby” already existed when Sa'd marmed the 
lanier's daughter This vodirecs lnk with the Umayyads does 00% seem to have proved very useful 

"9 {will say more on the ‘Awfids and ’Abel al-Ralndn b. al-Aswad in the next chapter. Ron al-Kalb, 
Jambara, %6 and %6 0. 4; 1H, 128-30 

7 For descendaats from this line, see 1S, 3: 137C, $: 16SAC; Non Kath, al Bid, 9: 257: BL § 
STs Tahdhib al-damal, ¥: 407; al-Dhahab', Tartth,¥; 275. For a neat genealogy, see also 1, 4404 
Like the Taghlib, the Baba’ were a Chnstian Arab tribe, who setied around Hims. A delegation from 
them converted to Islam s 9 AM, but the tnbe av a whole remained generally hostile to Mubammad's 
religioo and attached to Byzantium. They countered Muslim encroactiment into By zantune terriory 
‘until well after his death and were finally converted after the conquest of Syria. See “Babra"*(C.E 
Bowworth), E/2. Kabbila i Af iam al-gabs i, 1: 110, mentions that they were descended from the 
afi line of the Qudi’a. The Haff were generally considered the unique root of the three buvtan 
“min, ‘Ame (the line of the Bahra"), and Aslam. He thea says that the Bahra’ used to live north of the 
Mali, berween Yanbu’ and Ayla. This és problematic, since it would mean that the Bali were located 
‘much south of where the sources indicate them to have Inved to the tate pre-tstamic and early Istarmic 
[penods. By the tenth century the Bali bad very likely expanded southeastward mto the areas between 
Medina and Mecca (am their generally expanding territory. compare Isfahan, Bild. “Qaran/Farsa, 
173-4, 396-398, 397 n. 2-5, 403, Bakri, “Suqya’, YaqGt. Mu yam, “al-Qura’ “Wadi al-Qura’. tho 
Hawgal, Configuration. 30, 00 the one hand, and Babs ‘Amuaj’ and Flamdnt, Sifat, 170. on the othes} 
This pull perhaps also included the Bahra’, drawing them into the regions mhabted by the Islamic élite 
This resulted in marriages with te lair. Alternativey. the pull wis the result of the existing political 
marriages ofthe élite with these tribes. According to Kabhala. a huge number ofthe Bahri’ crossed the 
Red Sea into Afnica and spread between Abyssinia and Egypt. There they multiplied until they 
overcame the Nubuans. He does not menba their northera migration to Mums 
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do know is that some lines of the Bahra did fairly well inthe political arena during the 
‘Umayyad period. For instance, a certain Ja‘farb. Hanzala i said to have been governor 
in Khurdstin and had influence and noble status there (kina lahu gadarun bi-thurdsdin). 
More interestingly, this tribe also produced al-Miqdd b. ‘Amr b. Tha'laba, who is 
recognized as a Companion ofthe Prophet. He is also known as al-Migdid b.al-Aswad, 
afteral-Aswad b. “Abd Yaghith b, Wah al-Zuhr, to whom he was linked by clientage. 
The latter was the nephew of Muhammad's mother Amina bt. Wahb. The Bahri had 
thus established an early link with the cognates of the Prophet through al-Migdd. The 
relationship with this family of the Zuhra is worth noticing because it also produced 
‘Abd al-Rabymdn b.al-Aswad b. ‘Abd Yaghath, who was generally hostile to "Uthmin 
in his later political life and who was suggested at Diimat al-andal as a possible 
candidate for the caliphate, So atleast some elements of the Babri* were inthe anti- 
‘Umayyad Zubr camp!" All his might tll us that the link with the Babra could have 
‘been established in view of one or more of the following reasoas: (1) to strengthen the 
bond!” with another line of the Zura; (2) to establish political relatioaship through 
‘marriage with a tribe generally hostile to Islam inthe service ofthe emerging Empire; 
(3)to gain some politcal ground in Umayyad Syna-—either to gan bargaining power! 
with the Umayyads there orto infiltrate what might have been conceived then by the 
‘Zubra as hostile territory. But in the absence of more information, allthis remains 
speculative 
The Zuri pull on this family must have been fairly strong. For we know of the 

‘marriage of three of the four children of Sa'd from this line; and all of them were 
‘married to Zuhris.*" His daughter Umm "Imrin was first married to *Abd al-Rabmdn 
by Hashim b, ‘Amr, ‘Utha b, Nawfal b, Uhayb and them to his brother Tulay. His 
son Ismi'Tl married a daughter of Sulaymin b, Azhar b. ‘Abd °Awf'b, "Abd al-Hfith b 
Zuhra, who bore hitn his soo Yahy8. "Abd al-HRrith was the grandfather of Abs al- 
Rahn b,“Awf, who bad become fairly dejected about “Uhmin's rule towards the end 
of is life." The rest of Ismi'l's children were born to various concubines. Sa'd’s 300 

Ais, the transite of perhaps the greatest number of reports from his father, married 
4 daughter of ‘Abdallah b, Mawhib b. Rabih, an Ash’arf hal of the Zura. She gave 
him at least eight children, He and atleast one of his children are reported vo have been 
Medinese 


°° On the Ald leanings of his ine of the Zubr, see Madelung, Sceesion. 13, note 24, Se alo 
‘id, 92,122, noe 212 Oy AK MA's or"Am', aby snygestin of Abd al: Ramin sw candhne 
forthe caliphate se Jd, 28S. Madehung ats that fit was the ater We brought up his ramet was 
very hkly a ploy, This ems correct See abo fH, MOM 

1% Phas even originate sich a bood, give S's quesiocable genealogy 

© fh unliely hat Sa'd mars anyone ther than a daoghtr ofa arf Thus woud! mean consd- 
crable leverage man ra dee dynastic prwes depen the dicate manipuinn ofthe para 
sally coloazed, yt cooquenng metopulita inbex. Se Crone, Saves on Horses, 2-33. 

"Usain for this eason that Lae tempted to choose the first apa the preceding paragraph 

M42 pranddaupher of ths Hisbim was also marred to Sad's son Muy'ab (an wick, see below) 
‘Ame. “Uita was also the comme talJn}; 0 hee was fortes Sadi ik wit his Kine 
His brother Makhrama is said to have bees close to Sad and to have been punished by “Vimar fot 
‘ving commit asin othe hiya. Ths fis wel wth te “Umar Sa'd relationship discus 
shove 

"Very ach ike Abd al-Rabminb. Aswad On the “Awd line, sex bebo 
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‘We can gather from the foregoing that Sa'd’s marriage into the Bahra’ was very likely 
‘aimed indirectly at strengthening his links with the Zura. His children from this line seem 
to be engaged in doing the same. This is a surprisingly roundabout way of doing things 
for a prominent member of the religious élite, one who was allegedly very important 
among the Zuhra. The fact that nove of his children bere established any other Zubri links 
(oor, for that matter, any other links with the religious élite) leads us to conclude that this 
line did not have direct access to or a compelling attraction towards the Zubra. 


Lit 3. Children from Bakr and Taghlib b. Wa'il!** 


Sa’d also mamied two women of the Band Bakr b. Wi’ il and two of the Band Taghlib 
bb. Wail. One of the former was Umm Zabra’ and is said to have been either a daughter 
of al-Hirith b. Ya"mur b. Sharabil or of his father, al-Ya'mur b. Shardbil b, “Abd b, ‘Awl, 
She gave birth to two sons and five daughters. The second Bakri woman was named 
Zayn and was a daughter of al-Liirith b. al-Nu'miin b, Shardbil!*® b, Jani, To Zayn 
was bor Sa’d’s daughter “A”isha, who was one of most prolific transmitters of reports 
from her father. Both these wives were captured as prisoners of war. The two Taghlibi 
women were named Salmi and Khawla. We do not know anything about Salt 
Khawia was the daughter of ‘Ams b. “Aws b. Salma, The sources do not say whether 
they were also prisoners of war. 

To the best of my knowledge. no information remains on the immediate ancestors of 
the two Bakr women. It is also unclear whether they came from the same immediate 
line of Sharaf, For the first was descended from a Sharabil b, ‘Abd / “Abd ‘Awf and 
the second, from a Sharabil b, Janab. It certainly appears that there is some confusion 
inthe sources. Both women were of the Qays b. Tha'laba line of the Band Bakr and the 
‘name Janiib b. Qays appears in the genealogy of both lines. Therefore, | suggest that 
"Sharibil bin Jana" be read as “Sharabil min Jani’. A further problem-—for which | 
have no solution-—is that Janab does not occur in the sources 1 have checked as a son 
of Qays. It makes sense to change "Jandb’ to "Dabiba’ or not to read it as a proper name 
The unidentified Sharabil was then either the grandfather or the great-grandfather of 
the two Bakri women Sa'd married. This makes some sense, as they were both very 
likely acquired as prisoners in the same raid on some territory of the Bakris, 

Since no information is available on the immediate ancestors of these two women, 
the next best thing would be to say a few things about the Bakr b. Wa'il generally, 50 
that we may make some sense of the fortunes of this Sa’did line. The Bakr b. Wa"il 


4+ For the Bakr and Taghlib b. Wa'il lines, I consulted the following: BL, 5: 834f 18, 3° 137E. 5: 
NOSM: $: 169; 6: 222: &: 467; Samwha, 1: IRV: 2: 255-46; 3: 1WOC, ; WH, 128-30, 133, Tahdhad al: 
tah, 1: NOSE; Sakhaowt, 1= 117-19, 2:8; Tarth a-ya gi, 1: 266; NO, 915 Non Hab, alsMuhabar 
(67-8; Ton Mak, mai. 4: 168¢-; oa Mibbin, Thigt, 5:8; Buri, 2: 154; al-ybohini, al-Ahani. 16 
(60-1; a-Tabarici, al-Mu jam alan, 4: 132; Tho al~Adim, Bughyat alata, 4: 1717; al-Bukhir, a 
Tairith al-kabir, 3: 205; 1B, 136, al-Baghdai, Tarik 11-273; al-Dhabab, Tritt. 4S: 124 

465 The only daughter of a Barith 6 al-Nu°man that I know of appears in the sources as a potential 
‘wife ofthe Prophet. So far have been unable to trace her penealogy to determine the same al-Hiith 
sm quesnon bere 

"Such an approach would of course have severe ulations, sive different groups from the same 
tribe may and do adopt different polmical and ideological stances 
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inhabited the Yamama region before the rise of Islam. The core of this tribe comprised 
the Tha‘laba b. “Ukiiba, which happens to be the branch we are interested in here. Two 
other subdivisions of the Bakr were the Hanifa and the “Ijl; both were on the same 
genealogical level as the Tha‘laba. In pre-Islamic times, the Tha‘laba were the leading 
tribe of the north Arabian Kinda kingdom. They were subdivided into Shaybin, Layth, 
Taymallat,"*7 and Qays. The last of these is the subdivision from which the Bakri wives 
of Sa‘d descended. This group lived in Manfuha (among other places), south of modem 
day Riyad. The vicinity of the villages in which these different subdivisions of the Bakr 
lived, coupled with the fluctuating agricultural economy, led to internecine wars, which 
ultimately induced a good number of them to adopt 2 nomadic life. It appears that after 
the prolonged wars with their brother, the Taghlib, the Bakr migrated northwards in the 
footsteps of the former. They probably maintained a north-south nomadic route and 
‘must have come into regular contact with the Tamim, who occupied the regions vacated 
by the Taghlib and the Bakr. There was then general northward push of the latter two 
and an eastward move of the former. This movement dates from the first half of the sixth 
century. 

Around $70 C.E., the Taghlib moved further northwards after their chief killed! the 
king of al-Hira, so that around $80 C.E. all of Iraq was said to be the territory of the 
Bakr. By the beginning of the next century, the Tamim had begun to push northwards. 
This resulted in the mounting tensions and raids between the two tribes.'“* Around this 
period, the Tha'laba b. Qays led a nomadic existence between Yamlima snd the north 
‘and also formed a confederation with Taymaltit and ‘Ij! against the Shaybain.'“? 

The Bakris had accepted Christianity both in the north and the south, but it is very 
likely that it had not taken root in Yamima at the time of Mubammad. It is also from 
this region that the Tha'laba b. Qays spearheaded the Ridda after the Prophet's death. 
In the post-Mubammadan conquest period, the Bakris produced the famous warrior al- 
Muthannd b, Haritha, who joined Islam when the Ridda failed. He was instrumental in 
the conquest of al-Hira and was later @ leader in the Battle of the Bridge. The Bakris 
also contributed to the conquest of ‘what later became the province of Basra.” The “Ijl 
and Hanifa of the Bakr were also participants at Nikiwand. From Bayra, they later 
pressed further into Khurlisin,; there, as in Iraq, they also joined the Azd as members of 
the Rabi'a against the Tamim alliance.'* The feuds resulting from this alliance 
subsided in Iraq when a leading member of the Tha'laba accepted ‘Abd al-Malik. The 
‘same did not happen in Khurasin for some time!" 

From the foregoing, we can infer that the Bakr b. Wii'il were a large constituency of 
Irag and that they were also # significant force in Yamama in the early post- 
Muhammadan period. We can also tentatively infer that they were generally anti- 


407 See ix Children from the Tiymallat below. 

"44 This was probably the beginning of what just a few decades later became the full-blown Rab\a- 
Tunion (AziS-Tacnte) rivary i Ka 

‘4 Atleast this is what Caskel seems to be saying. See "Bukr'b. Wa'il” (W. Caskel), £12 

‘0 This of course led ultimately to the very confusmg reshuffling of genealogies, whereby the 
Rabr'a b, Nizar (of whom the Bakr were a subgroup) forged a southern descent. The same cccurred i 
‘Synia around the time of the well-known Marj Rabit with the Qui’ im their alliance with the Kalb, 
See "Rabi'a and Mugar’(H. Kindermann), E12 

‘91 All these details are extracted from "Bakr b. W3i,” £12. 
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Umayyad, given that they were part of the Rabj'a-Azd alliance of Iraq agatinst the 
northern Tamim. This, in turn, may mean that they were on amicable terms with the 
“Alids.1%° Indeed, there is quite a bit of information that does suggest the latter: they 
‘were about a little less than a third of the total force gathered for ‘AIT when he first 
arrived in Iraq after “Uthman's murder;'*? and they are reported as one of the five 
contingents of Basrans with ‘Alf in his struggle against Mu‘awiya.' 

If we now tur to the Sa‘did line from the Bakris, we see that some of this general 
information is indeed useful in extracting some patterns: one of Sa'd’s Bakri daughters 
married a son of the strongly pro-‘Alid Zuhri, Hashim b. “Utha. Sa'd’s son Ibrahim a 
fagth of Medina, is said to have transmitted quite a few reports from ‘AIT. The imdm al- 
Baqir, in tum, transmitted from the former. But there are certainly exceptions: one of 
Sa'd’s daughters, Hind, married a halifof the Umayyads; another, Umm al-Kakam al- 
‘Sughra, first married "Uthmdn b. "Abd al-Rahmiin b. ‘Awf and then Sibir b. al-Aswad 
b. "Awf. The line of the former seems to have been subsumed into the Sa'did family; 
the latter was made governor of Medina by ‘Abdallah b. al-Zubayr.!*> 

The more successful line of the Bakr b. WA'il came from Sa'd's grandson, 
Bajjid/Najjad b. Misi. The sources have preserved the names of several pencrations 
of this line, The last one mentioned is Muhammad b. Abi Faraj, a Baghdiidi bor in $30 
AH, who served as governor of al-HajGbiyya. This line may have owed its longevity 
and success to a close link with their cognates. For they monopolized the rich gold 
mines in an area named after Najjid for several generations, Najjid was located near 
Hillit, a black mountain in the land of the Band Dibab, an area on the edge of Yamiimma, 
where the Bakris had considerable influence. The details are certainly missing, but one 
‘cannot help but ascribe this good fortune to some leverage from the Baks.'** 

Like so many other Sa'did descendants, the Bakr line produced a considerable 
number of hadith transmitters. Many of them were Medinese, and foremost among 
them was “A*isha bt. Sa°d, who related several reports not only from her father, but also 
from the wives of the Prophet. According to the famous Testament of Sa’d,!” she wax 
his only child living towards the end of the first decade of the Muslim calendar. If this 
is true, Sa’d did not acquire these women of the Bakr during his own campaigns in Iraq, 
Instead, he must have bought them as prisoners of war during Mubammad's lifetime. 
It is thus very likely that this marital ink was not established with a view to conwolidat- 


"2 Here “Umae’s quarrel with the Tamnim (above) is some indication of an emerging Sa'did pattern. 
‘Sa'd appears generally to be inclined towards tribes of southem genealogies. This translates often into 
‘a nt-Taenini-Quyst attitude, which, in turn, means a pro-'Alid and anti-LJmayyyad inclination. This 
‘6 al of course ulomately speculative and simplistic, but im the absence of specific information about 
the line of Bakris we are interested in, general patterns ace all we have 4 fall back on. ni what follows 
here, some other hints about the pro-/Alit stance of the Sa’ dis will emerge 

> Madelung, Succession, 167, note 120, 168. But compare also p, 168, where Madelung mentions 
that the Quys b. Thalabs stayed in “Aisha’s camp at the Battle of the Camel 

" Madelung, Succession. 220, The Bakr b. Wa'il were also the lange part of the left wing of ‘Al's 
army assaulted at Mu“awiya's command by his heavily armored tite corps (ld, 2:3.) The prayer leader 
‘ofthe first Hartrtyya, “Abdallah b.al-K aww’, was also from the Bakr (i. 247.) 

Rho al-A this, a-Kamil, 782, 799 

+ See "Hillt’ and “Najjida”im Bakr, Mu jam: Isbabini, Bid, 107, 

"9? This Testament, which coacens inheritence laws, is discussed in detail by Zaman, Evolution 
The author also provides bibtiographical references related to the Testament 
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ing his power in frag (since the marriage preceded his expeditions). It was probably 
either the result ofa simple commercial transaction or was aimed ultimately at attracting 
the rigid Bakr towards Muhammad's religion. 

As in the case of the Bakri women, we do not have any information about the 
immediate ancestors of Sa'd's two Taghlibf wives. Worse, the ‘Amb. Taghlib line, 
unlike the Tha'laba of the Bakr, is poorly represented in the sources. Nevertheless, it 
‘would be useful to make a note of a few things about the Band Taghlib in a general 
fashion. I have already mentioned that the Band Taghlib had moved northwards into al- 
Jira in the late pre-and early Islamic periods. There a good number of them had also 
converted to Christianity. They had put up considerable early resistance to the Muslim 
‘conquests, but were later also found by their side extending the conquest domain. At 
the time of the Battle of the Camel, the Tughlibis fought on ‘Ali's side. By the time of 
Siffin, however, a number of them had left o join Muawiya and were thus split in their 
loyalties, And more than two decades later, when ‘Abd al-Malik waged war against Ibo 
al-Zubayr, they tumed, along with their old enemies and brothers, the Bakr, to the 
smupport of the Umayyad caliph '** 

Sa'd'y Taghlibi wife Salma gave birth to a son named “Abdallah. His Medinese son, 
Khirija, is reported as « muhaddith in Tabarini, which makes one wonder about his 
‘Alid inclinations. His daughter Safiyya was married wo a son of “Abdallah b. al-Zubayr 
‘and bore him a daughter who was in tum matried to a Zubayr(. A son from this line was 
officially appointed to collect the sadaga of their Zubayrid families. 

Sa'd’s other Tughlibt wife, Khawla, gave birth to Mus'ab b, Sa'd, who is said to have 
reported a number of Traditions frony All. Mug'ab was a resident of Medina, but is said 


{to have been in KOfa at some point, He died in 103 AHL! We know practically nothing 
about his children, We do know, however, that he married a woman named Sakina, who 


was a daughter of al-Hulays b. Hishim b, "Utha. The latter had a pro-’Alid father, is 
known to have transmitted only from a mawid of Sa’d, and was the brother of Hashim 
b, Hishimn b,“Utha, who married a Bakri daughter of Sa°d. This marriage gives further 
support to my claim of Sa’d's‘Alid leanings. Its now also fairly certain in view of the 
foregoing that Sa'd was especially interested in strengthening his links with the Hishirn 
b. ‘Litba line of the Zuhra. Mus'ab's marriage to a daughter of Hasan b. Farqad of the 
Band Dabba is an exception to the general trend among the Sa'dids: the Dabba were 
allied with the Tamim and fought against ‘Alf ut the Battle of the Camel, Judging from, 
their appointments as judges and as high ranking military and administrative officers 
during the Umayyad period, itis safe to sy that they turned pro-Umayyad at an early 
date.!® This exception aside, these marriage alliances of Sa‘d and his descendants were 
also southern (at least in name and general political inclinations), generally anti 
Umayyad, and indirectly pro~Alid 


1° The Thi refused wo convert to slam fr quie some time. but were nevertheless corpora 
into the Mushim armies and were given special tax satus. See Madelung, Succession, 4. On the 
Faghlih, soe also Md, 202,293 and Taghib. WW! (M. Leckar). E> 
"9 See al Tat, 2: 41; Nba Maar Tahal, 10 145; No Haar agri, 2 1861. $168 
18 See “Dab (W. Cashel, FI2. See also TH, 203-6 
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1Lii.4. Children of the Taymallat b. Tha‘laba'®* 


‘Sa'd also married the widow of al-Muthanna b. Haritha, named Salma bt. Hafsa (sic) 
. Thagaf’b. Rabi’ of the Taymallat b. Tha'laba b. “Ukaba.'* Unfortunately, no infor 
mation about her father or grandfather has come down to us. But we can gather from 
her previous marriage that she was of noble stock, 

Salma bore five sons and three daughters for Sa°d. Again, information about them is 
scanty and we know even less about their children. One of her daughters, Umm Isbiq, 
was married to Hashim b. "Utba b. Abi Wagqis, who has already made several appear. 
ances in this chapter. She was then married to “Uthman b. Hunayf-al-Ansiri and then 
to ‘Abdallah b. Abi Abmad b. Jahsh al-Asadi. The former had been entrusted with the 
land survey of the Sawad by “Umar and was then appointed governor of Basra by ‘Ali. 
This is not all that surprising. since the Bakr b. Wa'il were largely concentrated in that 
town and since Umm Ishiq was not only one of their prominent daughters, but was also 
descended from a Companion of the Prophet. Thus she must have seemed to be the ideal 
candidate for 8 political marriage. The “Alid proclivity here is of course obvious.'** Her 
third marriage must have occurred sometime in the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik and after the 
Bakris had generally given him homage as their protector. For it established a link with 
the Umayyads, ax “Abdallah b. Abi Abmad was their halif. In thin one daughter of Sa°d, 
we can find a good measure of the political program of the Bakrls and that of some 
Sa‘dids: Unum Isbiiq’s first (wo marriages were to pro-’Allds; she then married nan 
in the Umayyad camp. Likewise, the Bakris were at first largely pro-’Alids; they began 
to turn to the Umayyads at the time of Siffin; thereafter, they became predominantly 
pro-Umayyad at the time of “Abd al-Malik. From what we have observed so far, we can 
pethaps sty something similar about Sa'd and some of his children: the former and a 
‘good sumber of the latter very likely harbored some pro-’Alid sentiment in the early 
Umayyad period. Thereafter, they turned to Mu*wiya and Yazid (as in the case of 
“Umnar b. Sa°d) to the extent that their cognates did 90 as well. When the Marwanids 
came, they had generally become quiescent." 

Another daughter of Salmi, Umm Ayydb, was married to Muhammad b. Jubayr b, 
‘Mu tim of the Nawfal b, ‘Abd Manifb. Qusayy, a clan traditionally associated with the 
“Abd Shams. His father was a strong supporter of "Uthmin and was among the delega 
hon sent with ‘All by the former to negotiate with the rebels.'** He was also the husband 


Information for these descendants can be found at: BL. $: 834F, 18, 5: 16SHf, 170, 3: 1376. 5 
205-6; Nhu "Asie, Térikh, $0: 201; Rw Qutayba, alsimdmma, 2:16; Roe al-Jawe, Afuntacam, 5° 126 
(6.27; Ba Hab, al-Mfuhabsar. 67-8: al-Sabie, 1: 326. 

‘As mentioned above, the Tha'laba were the most important of the three branches of the Bakr 

18) Madelung, Succession. 151-2, 

Kis uve that atleast three children of Sa'd parucipated at al-Marra, but! do oot thunk that thos 
would have happened had the Medinan aristocracy and the tribal éle of Iraq wt fe an unpen 
Joss of thetr prvilcees. Mubaumad &. Sa°d went out with the Medinans and then with fbn al-Ash’ath 
‘out in support of an ideology, Rather. he did so because the status and benefits that came with member 
ship in both groups were on the wane. The balance of dynastic-tibal politics un Iraq was beginning 1) 
fail with the coming of the Marwanids. The Bakris there were successful—or were perhaps less 
ambitious—io establishing amicable links with the dynasty The Medinans and the Kinda had a lot 
‘more to lose and so did not make such an attemx. 

© Madelung, Succession, 119-120 
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of another daughter of Salma, named Umm “Amr. The latter's second husband was 
‘Sulayman b, ‘Amir b. Abi Waqqas. “Amir, a brother of Sa°d, was an carly convert to 
Islam, who is reported to have been sent by “Umar as a messenger to Abi “Ubsyda in 
Syria, He may have spent some time in the region and is reported to have died there as 
well, Whether he established any links with the Syrians is not mentioned, but there is a 
fair possibility that his son had some such connections. Overall then the daughters of 
Salma and Sa‘d were ultimately taken into the Umayyad fold. As I mentioned, this may 
well be tied up with the evolving political maneuvers of the Bakris.'"* 

Two of Sa‘d’s sons from this marriage, “Umayr al- Asghar and ‘Amr, were both killed 
at al-Harra. This means that they were members of the Medinan aristocracy and might 
have followed a path similar to the one taken by their half brother Mubammad. This is 
not to say that they would have participated in Ibn al-Ash’ath’s revolt. On the contrary, 
‘on the basis of the preceding pattems, one suspects that they would have joined up with 
their Bakri cognates in Iraq and might well have tumed pro-Umayyad. Unfortunately, 
their lives were cut short. 


Lit.5. Children from the al-Harith b, Zuhra\®? 


Sa'd’s only direet marriage link with what was allegedly his own clan was through an 
unnamed daughter of Shihab b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Hiarith b. Zubra."®* al-Lidrith was the 
half-brother of ‘Abd Mani. Both married Quyla bt. Abf Quyla b. Ghalib; ‘Abd Manaf 
also married her sister Hind, The latter was the mother of the Prophet's maternal grand: 
father, Wahb b. ‘Abd Manaf b. Zubra, Hind’s own maternal grandmother was of the 
Qudi‘a." With these two women they produced the two most illustrious families of 
the Zuhra—the Sa’dids of ‘Abd Mand and the ‘Awfids of al-Larith. We do not know 
all that much about the descendants of the non-"Awfid Hirithis.'® But the bit of infor- 
mation that has survived is very telling of pro- Tilib sentiment. Sa'd's wife had a 
brother who is said to have participated in the second Abyssinian Emigration. There he 
stayed with Ja'far b. Abi Talib and returned with him. '”" A granddaughter of al-Harith, 
Hind bt. Wahb, is also said to have married Aba Waggis and to have given birth 10 
Sa’d’s brother "Utha. This brother is known to have written a testament to Sa°d, contro- 
versy over which became the basis of the principle of al-walad i-l-firdsh."”2 We have 
already met ‘Utha’s pro-’Alid son Hashim on several occasions 

Shihab’s daughter bore three children for Sa‘d. We know nothing about the two 
daughters. Her son Ishq was Sa'd's oldest child, but his line did not survive. We do 
know that his son, al-Ash‘ath'” and the latter's grandson ‘Abdallah b. “Uthmin both 


60 See BL, 5: 79fF,, 1901; NQ, 262-5. 
6? fnformation for the descendants ofthis line was extracted from: BL, $55: 95-7; £8, 3: 137f. 
‘Sakhaw4, 1: 292-3, 1: 391, 2: 358; Tahdhib al-tahdhib, 761, L305, 5: 273-4; V1: 174; al-Bukhaet, af- 
Tarikh al-kable, 1: 427: Lésdn al-mizdin, 3: 299; al-Dhababl, 7Ur, 14:109 
‘94 That this was his oaty link with the Zubra thus raises agatn the wapicions about his pedigree. 
(0 Hl this information is given in the cootext of the genealogy of the Prophet's mother in 18, 1 
59-60, See also NQ, 282-5, 
‘0 See the next chapter devoted exclusively to the ’AWfid. 1 BLS: 107. 
72 “Litho is said to have braken Mubamumad’s tooth at Ubud. He very likety died a pagan, but this 
iw uncertain. See NQ, 262-S; 1H, 128-30, (°° Strange name for a man of pure Zura peshgrce 
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spent at least some part of their lives in Medina. ‘Abdallah is said to have transmitted 
pro-"Abbasid Traditions 


Lit 6. Other Children'™* 


The sources identify three other wives of Sa'd. One of these, named Zabya, was 
descended from the Band al-Namir b. Qasit. Like the Bakr and Taghlib b. WB'il, this 
tribe was a subgroup of the Rabi'a b. Nizar. The Namir are said to have migrated north 
into al-Jazira in the footsteps of the Taghlib sometime before the coming of Islam. We 
ccan then infer (but with due caubon) that in their political activities they resembled their 
Wail brethren. Unfortunately, we do not know enough cither about them or about 
‘Sa’d’s only son from this line (SAlib) to say anything with confidence. Salib is reported 
to have settled in al-Ltra and his children subsequently settled in Ra's al-‘Ayn of al- 
Jazira. Given the geographical distribution of his cognates, this does make sense. The 
sources also mention that he settled in these two places because of a sharr that had 
‘occurred between him and his brother ‘Umar. However, no further information is given 

Another wife of Sa'd’s, named Umm Hujayr, gave birth to a daughter named Ramla, 
The latter married a Syrian son of “Amir b, Abi Waqgis."”* We know nothing about her 
son *Uthmiin, Two of the latter's sons are reported in the sources as muhaddithin, Sa‘d’s 
wife, Umm Hukaym/Umm Hakim, was a daughter of a halifof the Zubra, We know 
nothing about her daughter Hamna. 

Finally, Sa'd is also said to have had a son named Khalid from an unidentified 
woman, The sources report a seventh generation descendant from this line named 
‘Thrahim b. Mubaramad b. Zakariy& b. Mufinj b. Yaby b. Ziyi b. “Abdallah b. Khalid, 
This latter's forefathers were from the town of Iflil (pethaps, A.fifla) in Syria, to which 
he traced his nisba. He was born in 352 AH, was one of the best philologists of Spain, 
possessed a very good knowledge of history and poetry, and served as the wazir of the 
‘Umayyad caliph al-Mustakt (¢. 414-416) of Cordua, The miscellanea, however, yield 
o patterns 


14ti, Concluding Remarks 


Whether Sa’d b. Abi Waggis was a Qurashi Companion of the Prophet or not will 
perhaps always remain a moot point. What is certain, however, is that he formed only 
‘one direct link with his own Zubri tine;'” this was his only Qurashi marriage. We also 
know that he married a large number of southem women and that, although his children 
did establish links with the Qurashis, they also remained largely connected with their 
‘cognates. All this is very surprising in view of the claims of the sources that Sa'd spent 
a large portion of his life in the Hijz.'”” In fact, this is especially troublesome if he was 
‘one of the earliest and closest Companions of the Prophet, one to whom Paradie was 

1% Information for this section was gathered from: BL, $85: KM IS, 3° 137F; IM, 128-30; fbn 
abib,af-Mubabbar. 67-8: Samia, 2: 369; al-Bubhirt l-7arikh, 5; 330, Yaqut, Mu'jam, 1: 242. 

179 See iu Children from the Taymaalt b' Tha aba above 

© The Zhe contacts of bis family appear m the first generation and mast of theen were through 
the mamages of his daughters. The significance ofthis ws unclear 

‘By my ealeulations he was on Irag for only five to six years 


48 The Religious Elite of the Early Islamic Hija= 


promised already in his lifetime. How could such a luminous personality of the religious 
lite be so utterly disconnected from his peers? This is all bound to make one suspicious. 

{In our sources, Sa°d appears as a politically astute man, who amassed great wealth 
during his tenure in Iraq. He was constantly struggling against “Uimar over financial 
and political matters; and he offered himself in what must then have seemed to be polit- 
ically the most useful alliances in Irag. In other words, he had set the stage in potentia 
for himself and for his children to reap the fruits. But his best plans never materialized 
for him. For the sources tell us that first ‘Umar and then perhaps “Uthman removed him 
from his power base. He thus returned to the Hijiz and secluded himself from politics. 
much to the regret of his son *Umar.!7* 

From the details that have been presented in this chapter, I suspect that this is not 
what he would have done under different circumstances. Indeed, he may still have 
remained politically active after his return to the Hijkz, as some rare fragments in the 
sources suggest, However, if we do trust the majority of the sources, which are likely 
tempered by the later religious tradition, we can conclude with relative certainty that 
he retumed to the Hija with some of his children and with his wives with whom he 
then fathered the rest of them. Most of these children, as we have scea, were born to 
southern women of Irag 

‘As one of the earliest converts to Islam at the age of about nineteen, Sa°d was very 
likely in his midesixties when he retired to al-'Aqig. Perhaps the old commander had 
comme to realize that it was time to pass on his mantle to the next generation of Sa’dids. 
This is precisely what seems to have happened, After the fima, we see thatthe only sons 
of his who had a bright political carcer were allied with their southern cognates. A few 
of them did test their luck with the Medinan aristocracy, bat with the failure of the latter. 
the only one who survived headed north to Iraq and joined his family there. Once there. 
these Sa'dids married almost exclusively into the families of their cognates 
Muhammad, second only to “Umut in the attention he receives from the sources, 
acquired only concubines, This is again perplexing for a man of his status 

Unfortunately, the coming of the Marwatnids meant the rise of the Syrian army at the 
‘expense of the Iraqi south Arabian tribes. This meant that the Sa‘did sons with no alter: 
native political capital shared their fate. Some Bakri sons who seem not to have partic 
ipated in high politics did draw tremendous financial benefits by associating themselves 
with their cognates. In sum, the fortunes of the Sa’did sons hung in the balance with 
those oftheir southern families. Where the latter fail, so did they. Like their cognates 
they were not interested in adopting ideologies. For we found one son of a Kind wife 
as a murderer of al-Husayn and then his full brother in an anti-Lmayyad revolt. Their 
seomingly opposed actions make sense against the backdrop of the changing political 
positions of the southern tribes in Iraq, Likewise, we found certain members of the 
Bakrt line marrying into Umayyad circles. And this too can be explsined on the basis 
of the changed loyalty of the Bakris at the time of ‘Abd al-Malik. As for Sa'd’s 
daughters, a few Hijizi links, mainly into certain ‘Alid leaning or anti-Limmayad contin 
gents of the Zuhra, were also established through them.'”® They seem to have been 

"For more reparding Sa'd's hagrographic reconstruction and rlationshp wrth his son “Uma, see 


Ahmed, "Between the Acts,” Chapter I 
Although the expected Umayyad links of Bakri daughters were also noted above 
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engaged in enhancing their family's position among the religious élite. Unfortunately, 
only very few of their children ever rose to prominence 

The details in this chapter present us with # politically engaged Sa'd, whose children 
followed in his footsteps and then those of their cognates, but were not blessed with 
lasting success due to certain unforseen historical contingencies, Taken together and 
generally, they appear to be anti-Umar, then, through the course of the Umayyad 
period, they are initially pro-Umayyad and then anti-Umayyad and pro-‘Alid. This 
makes perfect sense in view of the southern tribal milieu in which Sa°d made his career, 


CHAPTER Il 
The Descendants of ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf 


Mil. ‘Abst al-Rahindin b. “Awf 


When Muhammad's close companion “Abd ‘Amr b. “Awf® was young man, he used 
to travel the ous trade routes of Arabia with his father. The latter was a successful 
merchant and may have counted ‘Ain b, Abi al-" Ay among his professional partners 
Like ‘Awf, ‘Affin used to bring his son "Uthmin along with him on his journeys. Thus 
itis likely that “Uthman and "Abd ‘Amr had cultivated an early friendship and had 
shared some experiences in their youth. In fact, ‘Uthmin and his father were both 
witnesses to one of the most tragic events of “Abd "Amt’s life. On one of their journeys, 
the four of them had been entrusted with the task of delivering to its rightful owner the 
inheritance trader who had passed away in Yemen. They were attacked somewhere 
cen route by a member of the Band Jadhima who wished to appropriate this inheritance 
for himself. In the struggle which ensued ‘Awf lost his life.'*! 

Ax painful as this incident must have been for young ‘Abd ‘Amr, it did not impel him 
toabandon commerce. In fact, it ts perhaps surprising that it became an ever more signif- 
icant backdrop to his earliest social links; that contributed to some of his most poignant 
memories; and that it was also something for which he had exceptional talent. Hts father 
had used his abilities inthis profession to rise socially in the Hijiz and later, perhaps after 
giving up everything for « new start in Muhammad's Medina, ‘Abd ‘Ame used it well 10 
rebuild his fortune. It was at the root of his economic, political, and social successes. 

AAs he was born ten years after the Year of the Elephant and was one of the earliest 
converts, ‘Abd ‘Amr must have been in his early thirties when be accepted Islam. Upon 
his conversion, the Prophet renamed him ‘Abd al-Rabmin. This is the name by which 
he is recognized in the Muslim sources. ‘Abd al-Rabman parti ited in both the 
‘Abyssinian migrations and later performed the hijra from Mecca." 


ILi2 Wealth 


{appears that he arrived as a poor man in Medina, where he was made the brother of 
Sa'db. Rab? of the Balhilrith of the Khazraj, Sa'd offered him half of everything in his 
possession, but ‘Abd al-Rabman insisted instead on being shown the way to the market. 
There he demonstrated for the first time in Medina his acumen in trade, returning with 
4 profit of clarified butter and cheese.'*? In due course, it seems, he was able to amass 
tremendous wealth thanks to his Midas touch.’ Doubtless his financial success was 

90 BL(ARA), S101; His fll name is given as ‘Abs “A’Absl al-Ka’a b "AWE ‘Abs Ash 
Abel als Hivith b. Zuhra b. Kila, Other fist names are also even. 

1S, 3: 27047, See also Tha Habib, a Mlunammay, 

eS, 3: 2700 IS, 3: 270, See also BL. (ARA), 5 102 

18 §, 3: 2700, He is eprocted to have ssi, It was as if whenever I woul pick up a stoge 1 would 
ope to sce gold or silver underneath i." See also BL (ARA), 5: 103 


The Descendants of ‘Abd al-Ralmén b. "Awf SI 


partly due to the land grants he was given by the Prophet: a small palm grove called al- 
Hashsh and al-Salil, which was land in Syria that the Prophet had presumably promised 
him; he is also reported to have contended with al-Zubayr over an unnamed tract of land 
‘around Medina,'** The sources further report that he sold Kaydama, a portion of the 
Property which had earlier belonged to the Band al-Nadir, to “Uthman.'™* As someone 
who participated in all the major early battles of Islam—and in some of them in the role 
of a leader!*”—he must also have gained quite a bit of capital through booty.!"* He is 
reported to have been one of the richest and most generous Muslims. His philanthropy 
‘extended especially towards the wives of the Prophet, to whom he is said to have given 
substantial monetary gifts. Thus he came to be called al-Amin (the Guarantor) with 
reference to them. 

"Abd al-Rabman is said to have written a testament of fifty-thousand dindrs in the 
path of God." He is also said to have left one thousand camels, three thousand sheep 
in al-Bag@’, and one hundred horses, also grazing in al-Baqi. This area used to be tilled 
by twenty camels and his family used to extract its annual nourishment from it"! One 
of his wives, Tumadir, got an eighth of the wealth, which is said to have amounted to 
‘one hundred thousand (dindrs). Another report says that he left behind three wives and 
that each one got eighty thousand (dindrs),""? He in also said to have left some inheri- 
tance for Abi Bakra, the maw/d of the Prophet.” 


© 15, 3 2700T, BL (ARA), 5: 103, 

‘# al-Bukri (ARA), Mu jam, 4: 1147. Kaydama was a well-known property near Medina. It had 
enclosures of palm tees. It also said thats was sold to ‘Abdalla b, Sa'd b. Abi Sarb. See also Viaqa, 
Mu jam, 4.497. 

TL (ARA), 5: 110: He was sent as the leader of the army to Dmat al-Jundal, the territory of 

Kalb. Its after this expedition that he marmed the daughter ofthe leader of Kall 1n ths region (see hes 
wife, Tumadir, below), Thereafter, he was apposnted over the sadagat af Kalb by the Prophet (HL 
(ARA), 1: 530), ‘Abs al: Rabiha was the lender ofa contingent of the army at Ubud. He was also sent 
by "Umar at the head of a detachment of cavalry to aid ‘Amr. al-’Ay sn Egypt. And he was found in 
fan unmentioned capacity in Syria at the tune of ‘Umar His descendants were later foun! in all hese 
areas, but they were concentrated largely «nthe My and somewhat less sa in Fypt 

1 1S, 4: 27010 

1 18, ): This reports expecially imiereatng in view of the claims of various sources that the 
‘wives and faenity of the Prophet were not eligible to receive suxdaga. Giving mney tothe Wives dows 
‘not automatically mean that the donation was a sadaga, buts 1x worth notung that one report aays that, 
after he sold some property, ‘Atel al-Rabmmdn gave the proceeds to the needy of the Zubra, wo the needy 
‘generally, and to the Wives. So one ts tempted to mclude the Wives among the two other groups of the 
needy and thus to imagine them as receiving the xame kind of donation, (See also 1S, 4: 211.) The 
account above also appears pencrally in BL(ARA), 5: 106-7. Here ‘Abd al-Rabrin’s donation Wo the 
Wives is explicitly called a sadagn. See also al-Bhuri, alsJawhara, 2) 337 (ARAL 

9° 1S, 3: 2709F, BL.(ARA), 5: 109-110. 

91 15,3: 270M I prefer read fo-abhrajas ira ‘anu munhunins thumnaha by-thamanina fan. 
ack of the wives got a fourth of the eighth (in other words, there were four wives at this time) a5 
owed by the Law, and still ended up with 80,000, See also ISL (ARA), 5: 110. The geography is also 
abit confurtng. There was a Bagi" al-Khay! located at the northem gate of Medina, but al-Jurf. al 
‘mentioned in the text. lay rather far northwest ofthe city. See Lecker, Jews and Arahs, VII, 40n, $7 
1X 134, 14 

192 See BL(ARA2), 1302. 4. M. Baqir (Beirut, 1394 AH), Fora variant account, see also al-Burrt 
(ARA), abJawhara. 2: 338 

BL (ARA), 5: 111. Purher references 10 his wealth and property are found at; fbn Shabba, 
Teich, 1: 232; Non "Askar, Tirith, 3S: 265 
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14.3. Polities and Social Links 


Wealth was important, but political success in early Islamic society was also in propor- 
tionate measure to one’s social connections and religious rank. ‘Abd al-Rabman could 
boast of both. He had the good fortune of being born either to the daughter of an 
important Zuhri,‘Awf'. ‘Abd al-Hirth b. Zubra, or—even better — to a granddaughter 
‘of Umayya b. ‘Abd Shams, His father was the half-brother of al-Ghaydq (Nawal) b. 
‘Abd al-Mutfalib, an uncle of the Prophet.'* Thus he came into the world with at least 
‘ove foot in one of the two most powerful groups of early Islamic history. It is possible 
that he straddled both. 

It appears that ‘Abd al-Rabmin was a great friend of the first two caliphs, Abd 
Bakr! and "Umar." As mentioned above, he was a close companion of “Uthman for 
most of his life; he was also his brother-in-law. As a respected member of the eatly 
Islamic élite, as one of the ten to whom Paradise had been promised before their deaths, 
and as. friend of those in power, “Abd al-Rabmndin was given the privilege by “Umar to 
lead the ha/j over several years.'*” *Umar also appointed him later as one of the six 
members of the Advisory Council (Shird) in which he was instrumental (as the 
presiding officer) in the selection of his old friend and kinsman, "Uthman, to the 
caliphate," He was also ordered by “Umar to lead the prayers after the latter was 
stubbed.' After “Umar, he was again employed as the leader of the hajj by 

Uthmin.2® Leading the pilgrimage is a symbolic act, which, in some instances, is 
‘meant to indicate the succession tothe leadership in the Muslim community. Thus, itis 
worth venturing the suggestion that, in the historical memory of the early Muslim 
‘community, ‘Abd al-Rabmiin was a serious candidate for the caliphate both before and 
after “Uthmiin. There was no chance, however, for him to be in contention for the 


(8 1S, 9127; BL CARA), 3: 310, $: 101-2 TH, 14S. 1 BLCARA), 5: 101-2. 

© T have fun 0 fers rancid on the autho ofA a-Rabra n pre of A On the 
er hand, ther area few that elope "Ua and Aba Bakr See, for example, BL. (ARA, 5: 407; 
Hi Shab, Tavbh, >: 6, 6. Thus, his sci inks and atts sem o oppose thos of Sad 
Abi Wag But ce BL, S: 4% fr his upranling of “Uihmsin and AI! for commg forward wo lead 
the prayer afer ‘Umar death out of ther Jee 1 rule 

8.327007 IL(ARA), 5: 108,11, 

JS, 3: 287: "Abd abRabmin's rank and sense ofthe mate of his relationship with “mar is 
reveled in «rept where swine ofthe Companions 1s wall to approach “Umar because of brs 
harshocs; they all ak ‘Ab al-Rabma to go to him to speak on their Behalf. 1S, 3 }40- “Abd al 
Rahn’ peton with Umar ant his cadacy forthe alpha ees by theft ha ee 
the prayer afc “Um was stabbed. The relaonsh betwee “ithma and "ANG Rab esd 
lo hive become sour about al way nto “Umi eg Presumably this haw do with he ar 
‘pen nepotiam. The two of them ae said o have argued over some issues of ritual and Wo have 
exchanged some unkind words. See, for example, BL (ARA), 4; 52%, $48 See also Mba Shabba, 
ar 1: 108, 3: 1031-1033 

fa Shabba, Frith 3: 902, 2° BL(ARA).5: 197 

2" 1S, 3:70 in is lst year, whea “Umar alo allowed the Wives to perf the ha, be seat 
‘thin and ‘Abd al-Rabms as ther escorts. "Uhm rade i fro of them and Abd! a Rama 
behind them. The symbolic importance ofthe person apport over the ha by a rl seems tobe 
indicated by 18.3: 133. othe context ofa dacussion aboot hay appointment. ts mentioned that 
Muhammad chase Ab Bakr, the latter chose “Umar: the later chose "Abd al-Rahmaan. then “Uhm 
chose ‘Abd al-Rahinan. Perhaps “Abd al-Ralma’s riding bend “Uthmio as an escort to the Wives 
Should also be read symbotially to mean that. the hisorical memory of the early Muslim 
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caliphate after “Uthman, for he died in 31 or 32 AH.2®? “Abd al-Rabmin's wealth, 
religious rank. and social connections were impressive enough to guarantee him marital 
links of the highest order. These, in turn, afforded a good number of his descendants 
pride of place in the social, religious, and political spheres of the Umuyyad and early 
“Abbasid penods. 


Iii, The Children of ‘Abd al-Rabman 


Unlike Sa‘d b. Abi Waqgis, whose almost exclusively southern marital links pulled his 
descendants in the direction of Iraq and largely swept them away with the failures of 
their cognates, ‘Abd al-Rabmin's marriages were diverse enough to guarantee longevity 
to his family in three regions: in the Hijiz and—to a lesser extent—in Egypt and Iraq. 
For example, be not only had wives from important sections of the Bani Umayya, the 
Thaqif, and the Ansar, but he also married daughters of various powerful southern 
tibes. This generally meant significant influence with three symbiotically linked 
sectors of society: the ruling dynasty, their provincial administrators, and the local élite 
‘The marriages were not only politically indispensable in themselves, but also brought 
with them useful connections with other groups and individuals 

Again, if Sa°d’s mamages were at least potentially—albeit, monotonously useful, 
those of a good number of his children were certainly not as worthy of note, Here again 
the ‘Awfids outdid their Sa’did kinsmen, building on the investments of their ancestor, 
and continuing 10 line up some of the most desirable spouses. These marriages meant 
the kind of pull that secured their social pertinence in the three regions during the 
Umayyad and early “Abbasid periods. And their command in social circles, in turn, 
meant that they were good political commodities for the central government, which 
granted them enviable administrative posts 

The massive amount of detail that is found in this chapter will certainly be over- 
whelming. So before we are thrown again into the details that a study of this sort 
requires, let me bring in advance to the reader's attention some general conclusions that 
may be drawn from them. Such general points will give the reader some sense of 
direction when she feels lost and will help her wade through the torrents of genealogies 
before she reaches the short conclusions at the end of each section or the larger conclud- 
ing section of this chapter. 

The following points are noteworthy. By the end of this chapter, the reader will 
observe again that cognate links were not only essential for the success or failure of a 
given individual, but also that they were the means used by the central government to 
secure politically viable alliances. That is to say, one of the practices of the Umayyads 
and carly ‘Abbasids in winning the favor of a given tribe was to approach it indirectly 
via a descendant of an carly Islamic élite, whose cognates they might have been. We 
will also notice that, much like Sa‘d b. Abi Wagg’is—and perhaps in keeping with the 


‘community, be was to be the nexi caliph. And he was certainly 3 strong candidate for the Shard that 
selected “thm, See also BL (ARA2), 204, al-Ya" Ub, Tart ol-ya ‘gibi, 2: 169, report that “Uthman 
liad appornted "Abd al-Ratumin as the next caliph in secret. 

32 af-Burri (ARA), Jawhara, 2: 340: he was buried in al-Baql and "Uthman prayed over him, as 
structed by ‘Abd al-Rabmain in bis testament. 
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political program of managing and creating a conquest society of which he was a 
leading proponent— ‘Abd al-Rahmin looked northward and outside the Hijiz to 
‘contract a good number of his marriages. Like Sa’d, again, he had minimal marital 
‘connections with his own Zuhra. However, unlike him, he did establish some earty links 
with both the old guard of Mecea and some early converts to Islam. These two cate 
{gories sometimes tended to intersect. Marriages into the southern tribes in the north of 
‘Arabia (southern Syria and, toa lesser extent, Iraq) meant a power base for his descen- 
ddants near the centers of government. The same was obviously the result of marriages 
with members of the ‘Abd Shams and, more specifically, with the Band Umayya 
Marriages with the old and new Hijizi élite meant that ‘Abd al-Rahman's descendants 
‘were among the local notables and were, therefore, good candidates for provincial 
administration, The various connections outlined above often worked togsther in their 
favor, Finally, cognate links tended to perpetuate themselves in future generations. By 
the end of this chapter, it will become undeniably clear that cognate kinship counted 
for a lot—peshaps even more than agnate kinship—for social and politcal management 
and ascendancy during the early Islamic period 

‘The descendants of ‘Abd al-Rabmia will be presented along seven cognate lines (Le 
with reference 1o their mothers). Four of these lines were southern: (1) Sabla bt. “Agim; 
(2) Tumigir bt al-Asbagh; (3) Majd bt. Yazsd al-Himyariyya; (4) Umm Hurayth al 
Bahwiyya. His fifth wife seems to have been of royal Persian descent. Her name was (5) 
Ghazal bt. Kista His sixth wife was an Umayyad named (6) Umum Kulthim bt. Uqha. 
In the seventh category, | have collected information about (a) named wives whose 
children seem to have left no progeny; (7b) unnamed concubines who bore a least one 
child; (7¢) wives who are unnamed, but left children; (74) named wives with no 
‘mentioned children by ‘Abs al-Rabimin. As we know very little about the onder ofthese 
rmurriages, my numbering is not meant tobe chronological 


Tit. The Southern Children 


ILILLA, The Children of Sahla be. “Asim 


Sabla bt, ‘Agim. ‘Ads father bailed from the southern tribe of the Bat of the Quda'a 
His tribe is said to have settled generally in the northwest of Arabia in and around the 
Wadtal-Qura.? The Balt were the confederates (hulaf’ of the Band ‘Amr, “Awf of 
Aws and were, by implication, those of the Ansis.° “Asim b. ‘Adi, a notable (sayyid) 
cof the ‘Ajlin, was a companion ofthe Prophet and witnessed Badr along with his brother 
Ma'nb, ‘Adi. The latter also participated at al-Yamama, where he was killed in battle > 
tt 1s sand that "Asim did go out to Badr, but was sent back by the Prophet as the overseer 
of al-Quba and al-"Aliya. After the Muslim victory at this engagement, he was given 3 

"Was uncear wheter the Has wuters movermcat nto he holy lat of Irn wa the ew 
of uch maragss wc the Islamic eh or whether ths movement was the cause behind such 

mage, Cera by the me We gt the mith ear hey are fund e are sumbers 0 the 

reuons ofthe Ran Sulaym berween Mecca and Medina 

215, 5:26]. Another report says that ‘Asim ‘Adi was among the laf ‘of the Band “Uae 
‘Zayed bs Malik. °Awf. "Amr (bo Khayyit, Table, 185) 

2 the Kaya, Taba, 155. 
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portion of the booty.? He died in Medina.””” A son of his named “Abbad lost his life 
at al-Harra, presumably on the side of the Medinans.>°* This wife of ‘Abd al-Rabman 
‘was thus the daughter of a respected and important early southern convert, who was 
‘associated with the Ansitr and with their city 

‘Sabla had six children by “Abd al-Rabman b. ‘Awf: amat al-Rahmin, Shugayq, al- 
‘Qisim, Zayd, Man, and “Umar, We know nothing about the only daughter of hers 
mentioned in the sources; nor do we know anything beyond Shugayq’s and al- 
(Qisim’s names.*!® Zayd, like his uncle ‘Abid, was killed at al-Harra, fighting on the 
side of the Medinans. He left no progeny.?!" 

“Abd al-Rabmiin’s son Ma‘a left no lasting impression on Islamic history. But it is 
very likely that his children continued to remain locally relevant in the Hijiiz as pious 
and wealthy individuals. Although they seem to have established no connections with 
the Umayyads, they reemerged in the early “Abbasid period as officers of the central 
government. A descendant of his, Hariin b, ‘Abdallah b. Mubarmad b. Kuthayyir b, 
Ma‘n al-Madanf al-Maliki, for example, was appointed the judge (gddi) of al 
Massisa;2"? he then served in the same capacity at al-Ragga, eastern Baghdliid,?" and 
Egypt." All these posts were granted to him by al-Ma'mdn.?* Hardin's son "Abd al- 
Rabin was the gddi of Mecca for al-Mu‘tadid. He died there in 291 AH?!* His son 
‘Yaya, in tum, was appointed gddi of Mecca by al-Muqtadir. Yabya, perhaps like his 
ancestors over the previous decades, was a pious and respected man in Mecca and 
commanded the obedience of the populace, He had estates in al-Fur' and reportedly fost 
‘one hundred and fifty thousand dindrs to the Qarimita when they entered Mecca.?"” It 
stands to reason that this locally powerful group was strategically employed by the new 
dynasty to bolster its position and to establish control in the notoriously rebellious 
province of the Hijiiz.?"* 


2% There is some confusion i the sources over the identity of tis Asm. For we are told shat Sala 
haa a rover, Abd al-Badklh, but his father was not this “Asim (Ibo Hajat af-fxdhah. 3° 463) 

207 gh Sakhiwt, of Tif, 2: 270 

a 1S, $:261 2 18,9: 127; BL, 9: 113-4 

2° UHL. 132. If dis al-Qasim isthe same as the brother of “Abdalla al~Akhar (see below), then his 
mother was a daughter of Anas. RA al-Anst. See Burr, alJowhara, 2-343, where such allernative 
tencalopies area regular feature 

200 1S, 3: 127; HH, 132; BL (ARA), 4: 324-6, S: 114116. alBuret reports that bis 
nother wife of ‘Abs al-Rabman, Umm Kultham bt. Ligha (ur, al Jawhara, 2 338) 

2° Bysantine- Muslim ftir region. See “al-Massiva'(E. Nooigsmann). £12 3 

219 Here he was appointed over the Camp of al-Mahdi-—a quarter of Baghdad on ts east side at 
the time of al-Ma'man. See al-Baghdad, Tarith hah, 14:13 

2} Thave already mentioned above that ‘Ab al-Ralmin’s descendants were targcly based in the 
ike and, in lesser concentrations, in Egypt. In addition to having kis from other children of his 
ancestor in Eaypt (see below), Hirin may well have commanded respect the region the 
the already existing connections established thete by the descenslants of Man “Una 
'b Ma‘a (see al-Dhahabi, Tit 19: 256-7). In fact, Martin was marred Wo Ma‘a b.“Umar’s daughier 
Sala. See NQ(ARA).271-7% 

213 fH, 135; NQ, 271-73, reports that he continued serving as the gad! and was eemoved towards 
the end of the caliphate of al-Mutasim. See also Ite: Hajac. Raf 4471 

26 IHL 35. 0 THs, 

2 the polis ofthe descendants of Ma'n were anything hike those oftheir cousins, the childrea 
‘of ‘Umar bh al-Ratwnin tben its likely that they had tuned away from the Umayyads (or. a 
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The sources tell us that “Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rabmin was among the Hijizi delegates 
sent to “Abd al-Malik after al-Zubayr was killed by al-Hajjij. This delegation comprised 
the children of some of the most prominent companions of the Prophet. Its main 
objective, it seems, was to ask the caliph to remove al-Hajjaj from the Hijiz and thus 
10 retum it to the local population. He complied with this request, perhaps realizing that 
control over the region would have to be effected through the agency of local leaders?" 
Earlier, his father Marwan had appointed "Umar over the sadagdt of several tnbes in 
the area.22° ‘Umar also seems to have been fairly close to the caliph. For the latter 
consulted him on a private matter—that he had wanted to marry Zaynab bt. “Abd al 
Rahmiin b. al-Harith b. Hisham b. al-Mughira al-Makhztimi, but that she had rejected 
him in favor of Yahya b. al-Hakam.! "Umar promised him an even better match and 
brought the more beautiful daughter of Ismail b. Hisham to his sttention.*** Finally, 
‘one of “Umar's sisters was half Umayyad and it is reported that “Umar was killed along 
with her family in Syria by al-Mansar, 

Iis unclear what happened to these fairly strong Umayyad links afler “Umar's death. 
For we find none of his descendants in the service of the dynasty. Indeed the only child 
of his who seems to have had an Umayyad link was his daughter Humnayda, who was 
only reluctantly maried off to some member of the Umayyad family and then trans- 
ported to Syria.’ Of the children we know about, many remained in the Hijiz and 
maintained connections there.2* They also possessed enough wealth for major 
contentions to arise, For example, the sources record a dispute among four notables of 
the Hijtz.2%* "Umar b. Ismail b. ‘Abd al-'Aztz b. "Umar b, ‘Abd al-Rabman and al- 
Hasan b, Ismail b, ‘Abd al-"Aziz b, "Umar b, "Abd al-Rabman, on the one hand, and 
their cousins, Ibrahim b, "Abdallah b, “Abd al-’Aziz b, “Umar b, ‘Abd al-Rabman and 


snore likely. thatthe Umayyads had tured away from them sce below) very early and that they 
hl become involved forthe nex! several decades ia the woternal politics of the Hus that cubmunate! 
{othe “Abbasid revolution, This might explain their absence froma the Umayyad rosters. On the 
changsng postion ofthe descendants of “Umar b “Ate al-Rahmin, sce the (wo following paragraphs 
‘ce alo the footnote on patterns of administrative appeuntments by the Umayyads and Abbasids 

20" 15, 3: 127; IH, 132. From the time of Abe! al-Malik onwards and until the beginning of the 
Abbasid dynasty, » dew category of local middlemen was employed 1a tbe Hija The governors 
continued to he extracted from the ranks of the Meccan old guard, bur here also there was aew focus 
om a specific group. For details, see footnote 63 and the explanation offered there 

8 highahaas, al-Aghdnl, 1: 172. Burrt (ARA), Jawhara, 2 343: it also seems that he was 
appointed in some official capacity during al-Hayiy's rule in the Hija 

"This is very likely Vahya b.al-Hakamb. ADE ab’ Ag Umayya 

=> yn ‘Astkir, Tart, 45: 124 

=> Burti(ARA), Jawhara, 2: M3, If is indeed “Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rabmn whom be killed the 
latce must have been atleast 1m bis mid-etghtes when this happened It ao makes hile sense that 
sooo thereafter bes grandson would find favor wth dhe caliph (see below). 14s more likely that the 
‘Umar who was killed by Ab0 Jafar al-Manyir was a son of Abd Salama b, "Abi al-Rabmia, as 
reported by fe Quiayba (ARA),al-Mu rif, 2%, See the discussion of the descendants of Aba Salama 
"Abd a-Rahimain below Iabahint. af Agi 1 16. 
22> Ighahol. a-ha, 13: 111: al‘ Bukbit al-Tarith al-ubir, 3: 297; NQ, 271-73: TH, 135 

2 Given that they were a generation younger than Miubasumod b. “Abel al"Azizb. “Usuar, is more 
tan likely that this dispute took place m the early ‘Abbasid period. Muhammad was alive 9 179 AH. 
Nevertheless. thett wealth apd rank the bobest ples of Tam sugeests grnerancnal continu rather 
than otherwise 
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‘Sulayman b. “Abdallah b. “Abd al-‘Aziz b. “Umar b. ‘Abd al-Rahman, on the other.*” 
This dispute, which resulted in multiple homicides. had to do with property rights in al- 
“Ts, an estate among the dependencies (a mail) of Medina" Two of the original culprits 
fled to Egypt and sought refuge with an anonymous member of the élite of the region, 
before more blood was spilled between them. 

Much like the family of his brother Ma‘n, “Umar's descendants reappear only in the 
early "Abbasid period *™° His grandson Muhammad b, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Umar was born 
toa concubine, He was a notable, was qadi of Medina for al-MansGr, and a transmitter 
from al-Zuhri, He is also reported to have been al-Mansir’s treasurer in Medina. And 

22) TH, 135, NQ, 271-73. 

2 The sources report that some of "Limar’s descendants were also found in Basra. See BL(ARA), 
56 

2 The general adminsstranve policies of the \mayyads and the ‘Abbasids with respect to the Hiya 
seem to have been almost identical, With the exceptions ofthe appousiments by Sulayman b “Abd al: 
Malik and “Umar b. ‘Abd al-"Aziz. the large majonty of Umayyad gavernors of the region were 
members of the ruling family, army generals. or Makhzumis. It seems, however, thatthe wcroman- 
agement of the area had been placed in the hands ofthe local élite. There are some general patterns 
worth observing: m the period before ‘Abi al-Mab these local élite, who neyotates with the local 
‘opulation from the posts of qd and as heads of the shurta roles that were often concurrently played 
by one person), were invariably members of the carly Istamic élite Thus, the first five quddh of 
Medina, for example (we koow Ute about dhe gdh of Mecca frown this time), were all roe the Rand 
Zura of were very closely assocuated with them (from the year 40 to 73, allowing for the gaps created 
by prolonged civil sife, they wore ‘Abdallah b. Nawfalb. a-Hiarith, Abd Salama b. ‘Ab al-Rabas 
b. ‘Awl, Muy'ab b. “Abd al-Rabman b “Awf, “Amr b. “Abd b. Zam'a, Talha b. ‘Abdali b. ‘Awf). After 
“Abd al-Malik, another clear patter worth attention, the governorships stil continued to be handed 
largely o the members ofthe ruling family, but there was an increase in the number of Makhyamis 
who were employed in this role Its also very interesting to obverve that the mucramanagement of the 
region was now inthe hands of the Makvdim and, more 90, ofthe Ansit These patterns take goo 
cose Yor the Maksim had been closely amaciaed with the Zubayride and had io he won vera the 
‘end of prolonged hustilites between the Umayyads and the Hiazis: During ther time as mensbers of 
the Zubaynd coalition, the Makhisim mut also have woo cooaidcrable support and mus have gained 
feneweed respect an the prosioce The changing of the guard on the more important level of gal nd 
sdhib al-shurta ano makes sense. “Abd al-Malik must have realized that power in the hands of those 
‘who could boast legitimate clan to rule was terrible wea Already, several of the descendants of the 
members of the Suird had parucipated in serious revolts (Ibo al-/ubayr, Mus‘ab b. “Abd al-Rahmin, 
Mubammad b. Sa“d b Abi Woqyhs, etc ) lt was, therefore, reasonable to marginalize this group and 
tw seek the serice of another willing sector of saiety. one that commanded Local obedience, but i! 
‘ot have the credentials to mount a revolution. Hut marginalization did Hot mean that the descendants 
ofthe religious elite became locally insignificant As we see throughout this chapter they continued 
to establish important local connections Judging from the fact that a goed aumber of them roemeryes 
tm the earty “Abbasid pend, they might bave had a stlent presence «the movernent that toppled the 
Umayyads. In fact, their local appointments and mass exodus from the Hiyaz after the coming ofthe 
“Abbasids suggests nothing less In their early years, the “Abbisks. lke the Umayyads, pencrally used 
members of thew family as governors i the Hye. Earher on, the local managers were drawa from the 
potentially dangerous eligious lite (the ‘Awfids, Bakrids. and ‘Umar all make the appearance as 
‘gudah), but from the time of al-Mabdi, when the gudah were directly apposnted by the caliph the 
Makhatimis and Ansiris and some members of lesser clans of the Quraysh such as the "Amir. La’ayy 
reappear. These pattems ofthe administrative policies of the Umayyads and ‘AbbAsids not only waform 
‘us ofthe politeal oles ofthe descendants of the élite understudy, but they also explain the ebb and 
flow oftheir historical records. See ‘Abe sl-Chant, Tarik, S1T; al-Fast (ARA), Si, 2: 2511F Dic 
Chronthen der Stadt Mecca, 2: 1584; Waki", Abkhar al-qudith, see the sections ‘guddt han! wnavva 
‘-‘Lomadina“and “quot ban abbas be V-madina’, 1: 11148: Makai’ (M. Hinds, £12 
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he is suid to have come to Bughdid on several occasions > Mulammad was thus 3 
useful local ally forthe ‘Abbasids. One cannot tell whether e considered Media his 
home, but he certainly had a powerful extended family there. We find few such children 
ofthe early Islamic élite in the company ofthe later Umayyads. 

His son Tbedhim was a Mednan notable, a transmitter, and companion of ‘Abd al- 
‘Malik b. Sali b. “ALi b. “Abdallah b. al-"Abbas *** He stands as 2 symbol of his father's 
far-reaching connections: fbrahim's mother was Hind bt. “Ubaydallah b. al-Hanth b. 
Nawfal b. al-Hirith b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib. Thus she was a Hiishumi, descended from 3 
‘uminous family of the early Istamic period. al-Hiirith b. Nawfal, whose mother was of 
the Azd, was appotnted by the Prophet over some dependencies of Mecca; thereafter, 
‘Nbi Bakr, "Umat, and “Uthnn appointed him governor over Mecca. Towards the ead 
ofthe caliphate of "Uutmin, be made his home in Basa, where he spent thelist years 
of his tife2®? The sources tel us practically nothing about Hind's father" Ubaydalah 
‘other than that he was the brother of ‘Abdallih *“ ‘Abdallah was from Bagra and a 
popular political and religious personality there a the time of Ibm al-Zubayr.>* His 
‘mathe was Hind bt. Abi Sufyn b. Harb b. Umayya, a sister of Umm Habib be. Abt 
‘Sufyin, who was a wife ofthe Prophet. tis also reported that when ‘Ubayealah 
Ziyid was removed from Baga at te time of Ibn al-Zubayt, the people appointed 
“Abdalla over the prayers (and he was very likely also cbosen as the governor of the 
‘ity by the rival tnbes ofthe town). He was subsequently appointed governor of the city 
bby Ibm al-Zubayt and served in this capacity for a year. It scems thatthe fagnily had 
‘mainiained yome contacts wth the Hii, for his Son Ishig was a Medinan Its also 
furl clear that they had begun to favor the ‘Ads not long afer” For example, a 
descendant of his, Isma'tl b. al-Fadl, was a companion of al-Bacar and al-Sddiq, and has 
grandson ‘Abdallah b. al-Fagl was among the reliable transmitters of the lds 25% 

So Mobanmad ‘Abd abAzteb. "Umar b. ‘Abs ab Rahn b “Aw fathered his som 
Athi into the family of « Hashim; the family was respected both in Basra and the 
Uji, and had bepun to shift is loyalties sometime around the generation of his wife 
from the Zubayrids to the ‘Aids. = In previous generations, it had also established 
‘some cognate connections with the Umayyads. With these vanous links, it 1 pot 


9 Sami abstnsib 3: 180-11, 1386 NO, 271-73; Bur, Jowhara, 234%; ab Anda, 
i’ 2: 199 ab Shabir, Ashid ind a-si,3:121 

20S, Ama, 3180-1 15 NQ, 271-73; aay ab gh; aR, war, 
ea) 154s 

1 tho abhi, Und abghdbu, 3: 338; alTaftibl Nagd aril, 1-392, ads dat he wan 9 
Companion The exer econ of ara bs Nase, fad 15,4 6, where ats of his hen 
‘ven, dos ot mann Ubaydalh aa 

° (Aha hs als caled Habba, was spores of AN haat aa ewe 
the arum’ cath of allegioce fo hm. See Madelung, "’Ah At b l-Zuhuy ad the Maha 

MS, $24, 

° More eth ningung family ofa Hiihb Ab ab Mutai a econ wi the "Aids 
rn the last chapter Whether ‘Aaah was banal! po-’Ad  debaahe, hough be had certainty 
‘turned away fom Yard b. Mutya See Madelung, “AD exp, 297A 

uri, TardY wsmapll, 2 6 2%; 1 23 EKO, Ma Jam, 279; babar, Ahad 
sabia abs, > 298 

°» Simla parcr are w be found i the family of "Uthmia b ‘Abd al Rabin. on which sce 
eto 
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surprising that Muhammad should have been considered useful by the central govern- 
ment. As a notable Medinan ‘Awfid, with possible nascent links with the moderate 
“Alids in Basra, the punishment he meted out against his nephew Jafar b. "Imran b. ‘Abd 
alAziz may have been seen more as an act of legitimate chastisement from one’s 
kinsman than as an oppressive measure of the central government. The sources do 
not tell us why he was punished, but it is likely that it had to do with his possible 
involvement in Mubammad b. “Abdallah b, al-Hasan’s revolt, Ja‘far’s father had partic 
{pated in this revolt along with his brother Mish b. ‘Abd al-“Aziz.2*" And itis possible 
that, many years later, the latter’s son ‘Abd al-Wahhb was given official posts as conso- 
lation.** Similarly, Ja*far b. “Imrin's brother the sayvid ‘Abd al-Aziz, who was # great 
Medinan scholar, became a companion of Yahya b, Khalid al-Barmaki. It is reported 
that he used to come to Baghdad and was plied with gifts by his fend.“ 

‘Thus there seem to be clear efforts on the part of the carly Umayyads and, more so, 
the "Abbitsids to establish Hijiz- Iraq relations through the agency of the notable descen- 
dants of the early Istamic élite. These descendants of ‘Abd al-Rabmin and Sahla, who 
‘were prominent in Medina (like their cognate ancestor, Sahla’s father) and who had 
favor in Basra and with the "Alids, were perfect for the task. 


MiLB. The Children of Tumair bt. al-Asbagh 


“Abd al-Rabman b. ‘Awf was sent off by the Prophet at the head of an expedition to 
Damat al-Jandal to bring the message of Islam to the tribe of Kalb, He had instructions 
to marry the daughter of their chief or king if they agreed to convert. When some of 
them did tum to Islam, he married the royal Tumadir bt, al~Asbagh b. ‘Amr b.Tha'laba 


2 TH 135. MY WH, 13S: 1S, $1486; ab"Uqayll, Du yf 3 300, 
2 al-Kindt (ARA), Mila, 165, This happened in 182 AH. 

» 15, 52486; IH, 135; NQ, 271-73; Dbahab, Tarih, 13: 154-5; alBaghdddl, Tarikh, 10: 440, 
“Abd al-’Azis also had sume umprowve links through his wife al-Sa'ba bt. “Abdallah b. Raty'a b, Abs 
Umayya b. al-Mughira b. "Ablallah b. ‘Umar al-Makhzimt, Her nicce Qurtba bt. Mubammad b, 
“Abdallsh was married to *Abdallih b, Humayd b, “Abs! al-Rabendn b. ‘Aw! (see US, $: 436 4° 121). 
Through his wife's tine, “Abdallah b. Humayed scems to have had quite a few "Abd Shamost, Hashim, 
and Makhimt links (see 1S, 5-154 and Humayd!'s family below), Abo Umayya was married to a 
daughter of ‘Abd al-Munalib, A daughter of bis, Un Salama, was a wife of the Prophet (18, 5: 194) 
There was thus dual Makhetimt and Hashim lnk thal ‘Abs! al’Arte ad established i this raarrage 
Another wife of his, Humayila, was the daughter of Mubammad b. Bilal b. Abt Bakr b, ‘Abdallah b. 
“Abdallah b. "Utnae b. al-Kharthb (1S, 5: 436). He was a Medinan transmitter, Abd Bak’ (his grand- 
father) mother was a granddaughter of the first caliph (The Khayyat, Tabagdr, 456). There is some 
‘minor confusion in Mubarumaatb Bital’s genealogy (see al-Sakhiw, a-Twhfa, §: S48; al-Bukhast, al 
Tarith, 1; 43), See also Rizi, al-Jarh, 9 340; tow ibbin, Kind al-thigai, 7: 264; fon Hajar, Lisa 7 
S12; 4d. Tagrit al-tahthi, 1: 255: 1S, 5: 436. ln this marriage ‘Abs! al-’Azse ad established link with 
{he families ofthe first and second caliphs. Given these important Hijizi connections i addition to bis 
descent from a famous companion of the Prophet, be must have been an attractive Itijizi ally to the 
Abbasids 

BL (ARA), I: 378, gives what appears to be a variant account. It states that the army of ‘Abd al 
‘Rabmén bad » party of Kalb m it They converted to Islam. Since the Prophet had onlered "Abd al- 
Rabmin to marry one of the daughters of their kings if they obeyed him, be marred Tumddir, But 
perhaps this accounts elliptical Later. ‘Abs al-Rakman was appomnted by the Prophet over the sadayat 
of Kalb because he had nobody from among them at his disposal. This isthe best straightforward 
testament to the importance of ‘Abe al-Rabman’s Kalbt links (BL(ARA), 1: 530) 
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b. Hisn b. Damdam b. ‘Adi b. Jandb of the Kalb of Quda’a, the first Kalbi woman 
to marry a Qurashi. He returned with her to Medina, where she gave birth tw her 
only child with him, Ab@ Salama ‘Abdallah al-Asghar. The sources report that 
‘Tumadir had a bad temperament, which was the likely cause of her two previous 
divorces. She demanded a dissolution of the marriage from ‘Abd al-Rabman as well 
and was granted it*° Thereafter, she married ‘Uthman b. "Affin. Some reports say that 
this was her last marriage; others say that she was then married to al-Zubayr, who 
divorced her very soon as well. It is also stated that Uhayb b. Khalid b. “Ugha was the 
half brother of Abd Salama. Tumagis’s brother Imru’u I-Qays was the ‘mil of the 
Prophet over Kalb.” Thus this marriage with Tumadir brought to ‘Abd al-Rabmin 
renewed links with a section of the ruling family of Islam; among Muslims, it gave him 
the first connection with the Kalb; and this link was with a very powerful clan of the 
tribe. 

Aba Salama b. ‘Abd al-Rabmin b. ‘Awf was a famous scholar, ascetic. and a mayor 
transmitter in Medina, He was appointed the g@dI of Medina and head over its shurta 
by Sa'f b. al-tAg b. Sa'id b. al-"As when he was serving his first term as the governor 
of the city for Mu’awiya. He is also said to have visited Basra and Kifa at some point 
and to have transmitted there as well.” 

‘AbG Sulama’s son Salama is also said to have been a gd? of Medina, but the sources 
do not tell us who appointed him, He and his sister, her paternal grandmother's 
namesake, were bath bom to a concubine? Another child named ‘Umar from this 
‘same concubine was a transmitter of questionable capacity. He was a Medinan and was 
appointed gddi of the city, but again the sources do not specify any dates or reigns. 
“Umar seems to have been loyal to the Umayyads, for he was killed by “Abdallah b. “Ali 
in Syria in 133 AH in the company of members of the Band Umayya.?*! 

The general pattern of cognate pull is further substantiated in Abd Salama’s enduring 
marriage to Umm Hasan bt. Sa'd b. al-Asbagh b. ‘Ame b. Tha'laba al-Kalbiyya, a 
woman by whom he had seven children.**? With the exception of one, all the children 
from this marriage are nondescript. The only one to have left a mark on history was 
‘Abd al-Jabbar b. Abi Salama; and even he did so only through his descendants. They 
are said to have been the Zuhra living at a later date in al-Andalus, al-Bajja, and 
Batleus.?* 


Me 18.3: 127 

46 NQ, 466, 267-9; 1S, 8: 298-9. Ubayb (Ukhay)/Ujay)) war among the companions of al-Walid 
by ’Abd al-Malik and had influence with bien (Tha "Asakir, Tiri¥h, 7: Mot) 

7 ah-Burri,Jawhara, 1: 454-5 

“If her father's station was not enough to teas! about, we may add that het maternal granffather 
for example, was the brother of the farmous al:Nu' man b.al-Muodhir (NQ, 267-9) 

2 4S, 3: 127, 937; Sam"ani, Ans, 180-1; 1H, 132 BL, $5 113-4; Burr, Jowhara, 2: 337-344 

290 JS, $: 155-6; IM, 132; aleBhukhae, ol-Tarith, 4: 80; ab, Ma ‘rifah, 1: 421: bn Khayyas, 
Tabaga, 

2 IH, 132: BL, 5: 116-7; NO, 271-73; Iba Khayy@t, Tabagat, 485; alli, Ma rifah, 2: 168 al- 
"Uguyli, Dw laf’, 3: 164, Noo Haj, Taget®s, 1: 708 

252 1S, 5: 158-6 

2) Ther later location ts somewhat interesting in view of the Egyptian migration of some of the 
descendants of ‘Abd al-Rahman. Perhaps there was a general westward push of some lines Its also 
Anteresting because a distant descendant of Khalid b. “Uqha, who was married w Tamadir and whase 
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Aba Salama also married Bartha bt. “Abd al-Rabmin b. ‘Abdallah b, Mukammil b, 
*Awf al-Zuhri. Her father owned some property in Medina that was transferred several 
‘times until it fell into the hands of al-Mabdi and his descendants. His paternal grand- 
mother was a Himyari prisoner of war from the Band Yahsub. So this was a further 
southern and Medinan link for the ‘Awfid family. Unfortunately, we know nothing more 
than the names of her three children. 

Finally, Abii Salama’s visit to Basra and Kiifa during the governorship of Bishr b. 
Marwan*** served more than a scholarly purpose. He was able to marry off his daughter 
‘Umm Kulthiim al-Kubra®* to the governor by whom she had her son al-Hakam.?*~ 

This line of ‘Abd al-Rabman is fairly easy to summarize. Its Kalbi origins and other 
Umayyad connections through the marriages of Tumadir after “Abd al-Rabman must 
have made it fairly attractive to the Umayyads. The latter generally counted on the Kalb 
of the south Syrian desert, the home of Tumadir, as important allies. In fact, this tribe 
was cognate cousin to more than one Umayyad. Given this, itis no surprise that we do 
not hear about the descendants of this line in the post-Umiayyad period. Medinans like 
‘4 good number of their cousins, they were given important posts in their home city in 
the carly Umayyad period: like their cousins again. they had established some contacts 
with Iraq, Although we do not hear about them after ‘Abd al-Malik, itis likely that they 
maintained some measure of amicable relations with the Umayyads. For at least one 
of thei luminous members lost his life with them in Syria at the time of the ‘Abbasid 
revolution, 


MWAULA.C. The Children of Majd bt. Yazid al-Himyariyya 


‘Tumidir was not the only royal southern wife of “Abd al-Rahmin, A daughter of Yazid 
. Sallima Dhi FA'ish named Majd al-Himyariyya was also married to him. Like 
Tumis, she bore only one child for "Abd al-Rabymiin. Majd’s fhher was of the Yahsub 
b, Milik, a tribe we have already come across in connection with a wife of Aba Salama 
. ‘Abd al-Rabmiin. Dbd F2’ish,2** in tum, seems to have been a patron of the poet al- 
Niibigha, before the latter tumed to the service of al-Nu'man b, al-Mundhir b. Imei'i | 

Quys.2% In fact, some of his praise poetry for his new patron set up compansons with 


sister was a wife of “Abs al-Rabindn, was « famous fayth in al-Andalus. This descendant, °Abwtallah 
"Abdallah b. "Ubayidallah b,al-Walld b, Mubarnmad b. Yosuf b. “Abdallah b, “Abd al-"Azty b. Khalid 
bb. "Uthmin b. ‘Abdallah b, ‘Abst al-'Avte b, Khalid b, “Ugha, had migrated t 
and was paid homage in Dani 
Perhaps the same descendants of Khalid and ‘Abd al-Rabman had grown in numbers in Egypt and 
furthest west. had maintained ties with cach other, and had earned influence in some of these regions 
‘over the years. But tis is speculation. See IH, 132; 1S, 5: 155-4; Ibe KhaldGn, arith, 2: 328 

238 18, 5. 155-6. 

5° He was the governor of Kifa and Basra for "Abd al-Malik. He was appointed in 74 AML. See 
Tabast, Rijal, 380; foo "Asikir, Parikh, 10: 253 

2+ Umm Kulthiim was born us Uwen “Unbniin be. “Absaltah b, “Awf al-Zubrt (1S, 5: 155-6: 1H. 
106. © NQ, 166E 

25 al-Nuwayel (ARA), Midyat a/-arah, 3: 177-9: be was Salama b. Yazsd b. Salama, But elsewhere 
be appears as Dba. F3'ish b. Yazid b, Murra (IH, 436). Are these two different people? Are these 
ceaitonal errors 

25 We have already come across ‘Abd al-Ramian’s distant connection with al-Nu min with 
reference to bis wife Tumad: 
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hii Fi'ish, who had boasted against him earlier” A great grandson of Dba Fa’ish, 
‘named Salma b. Yazid b, Salama b. Dit Fa'ish b. Yazid b, Murra, was also evlogized 
by al-A'shit2#" Perhaps, like his great grandfather, he was a patron of poets. Finally, 
the sources mention al-Dabbiik b. al-Mundhir b, Salma b, Dhi Fa’ish b. Yazid b. Murra 
as a delegate to Mu'awiya, The proud Dabbiik reminded Mu’Swiya that his father and 
grandfather were both kings and that all the tribes that ruled in his day were not long 
ago inferior to his "#2 
From this royal lineage" was born Suhayl Abd Abyad b, ‘Abd al-Rabmin. He was 

a Medinan (perhaps also an Egyptian at some time) and let behind his descendants 
in that city 2* Despite the privilege he might have enjoyed due to his genealogy, his 
legacy to the historical memory of the Muslims has nothing wo do with official posts 
and political intrigue. Remembrance of him is largely limited vo two verses-~attrib 
tuted to various poets-~ about his marriage to Thurayya bt. ‘Abdalla b, al Hath b. 
‘Umayya al-Agghar b, “Abd Shams b. “Abd Mani. She was a companion of the pot 
‘Umar b. Abt Rabi'a, who was infatuated with her and may have been the one who 
pproxtuced the verses when he heard of her marriage to Subayl.** They read, "Oh you 
‘who married off Suhay! <Canopus> to Thurayy/a <the Pleiades>/God preserve you! 
How will they meet?//For she is northern when she moves <across the sky>/And, 
‘when he moves <across the sky>, he is southern." The clever play on words seems 
tohave won these verses some fame independent of the individuals to whom they are 
generally said to have applied *” Given this, there isa possibility thatthe identifica 
tion of this Subayl as a son of “Abd al-Rabmiin was due to his being 2 good match for 
the metaphor, not due to some historical reality. in fact, there is atleast one report 
which states that al-Thurayy®, who was taken to Egypt after her marriage, was the 
wife of Suhaylb. ‘Abd al-'Aziz b, Marwan. This same report claims that Suhayl b. 

'Abdlal-Rabmdn did not have a place in Egypt.2** Whatever the case may be, al this 
tells us that Subayl b, “Abd al-Rabman was connected well enough atleast to have 
‘been mistaken for the husband of a desirable Medinan beauty with an excellent 
lineage to boot. al-Thurayy® was also from the camp of Medinans who might have 
liked to have seen the Medinans win at al-Harra. For she is said to have taught her 
‘mawld, al-Ghurayd the Berber, to clegize those who were killed by Yazid at the 
‘engagement, She was thus an aristocrat of Medinan loyalties with some connections 
tw north Africa. 


2 sh Nuwayet (ARA), NiAdyat. 3177-9. 
WLAN. 34370 
2) Whether the rw ideation of Db Fah fund nthe sources pnt ame man we 

atleret ones eleva orb were yay 
15,3 127,132. Se also BL CARA 4: 3165: 11365 NO, 148-51, 267-9; ab Qalgashands 

(ARA), Niky aah, 79-4; Bur al Aowharg, 57-4 2:397, 34: Subay mari Tharayye 

snd then eve Br Fp Ih Hat ul mamma, 197” Marwan pure bm or dking 
~ 1H 76 The verses arated a}-Nabugha abut alma 10 41 
"The ewo.eeanl bates are ite sar tht hang the ay danesnealy oppose poss. The 

oe ah playing n he genaloes f the couple 
 Ibahln, Ahi 1° 92-3. On the family of Abd abAzteb Marwan i Egypt and anor 
srariage to abeide ofthe Afi se ote Below 
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Suhayl may indeed have had contacts (and perhaps even a home) in Egypt. We 
remember, for example, that his father had been sent there by the second caliph on a 
military mission, We also learn that his grandson ‘Abd al-Rabman b. al-Zubayr b. 
‘Suhayl was bor to the last of the Band Kharija b, Hudhifa al~Adawi. Kharija, who had 
at least one southern wife from the Kinda, was the gddi of Egypt and head of its shurta 
for “Amr b. al-As. He is mentioned as a brave Companion of the Prophet and an 
excellent horseman of the Arabs. Like “Abd al-Rabmin b. “Awf, the second caliph had 
sent him with three thousand horsemen to the aid of ‘Amr b. al-'As. With him he 
witnessed the conquest of Egypt, where he had gained quite a bit of popularity, before 
be was killed by a Kharijite* 

Other than “Abd al-Rabmin, the sources do not mention any other children from this 
marriage, Unfortunately, we know nothing about ‘Abd al-Rahman. But we can guess 
that, ifhe was anything like his kinsmen, he was an Fgyptian with some Hijau connec 
tions. For another son of al-Zubayr, named Ibrihim, who was born to an unnamed 
‘woman, was a Madani transmitter and is said to have come to Egypt?” This Ibrahim 
‘built on his father’s connections with the Band ‘Adj and maed another descendant of 
Khirija, named Qudisa bt. al-Rabr" b. Awn b. Kharija. Her father was among those who 
went to al-Walid b. Yazid with the homage of the people of Egypt.2”" Given this role, 
the must have been politically relevant during his time. He must also have been very 
wealthy, For a son of his, ‘Abd al-Rabmiin b. Ibrahim b. al-Zubayr b. Suhayl b, “Abd al- 
Rabmii, is said to have tnherited a huge amount of property and a number of mawali 
from his mother, who died in Egypt.272 Thus the marriage was politically, socially, and 
economically very useful to the ‘Awfids. 

Several of the other descendants of Suhayl b. ‘Abd al-Rabman had Medinan links. 
For example, his grandchildren, Subayl, amat al-’Aziz, and Sawda,?”? all children of 
‘Abd al-Majid b. Suhayl, were born to Umm ‘Amr bt. ‘Abd al-"Aziz of the "Amir b. 
Lu’ayy. The children of her grest great grandfather, Aba Qays b. ‘Abd Wadd were 
counted among the élite of Medina; a good number of the members of this family were 
early converts and their descendants did hold important official posts.*™ Another child 
of “Abd al-Majid, Mubammad, was a Medinan transmitier?7> 


90 1S, 188, 496; Raz, ab Jarh, 3° 373; Noa Mbt, al-Thiga, 3° 111. tis reported thatthe Kharija 
‘who was killed was a Sab and not an ‘Adaw (Ibe Hajar, Uid, 2-71, Mis also said that the Khir 
who was appointed gikfi was a Sahmi (Tabart, Tarik, 3; 312), See also tw Hajar, Zahdht al-tahdhid, 
{ho Abi al-Hadid, Sharh nay al-baliigha, 1S: 200-1 
NO, 3746; abSakhibwt,aleTuhfa. 151156 

Mo Makai, o/s, 7: 105-4; 6: 411 (Ube Khir piven here is Sahm), See also Samant, 

Anvil 4: 168 Noa *Asskir,Triih, 18°77 
"The woman he inherited from is Qadisa be °Awn b, Khir. 1 think this might be a mistake for 
‘bés mother (as sven above). See NO. 274 

7 the "Asiie, Frith, 36: 476. 

2" NQ. 421f al-Baghdadi, Tarikh, 9: 67: Two prominent mea, for example, from the line of Abd 
‘Quys were Sa‘id b- Sulaymn b, Nawfal b. Musibigb “Abdallah b. Makhrama b. “Abd al-"Uzza b. Abt 
(Qays. the ead of Medina for al-Mahal: 14-372: and Aba Bakr b. “Abdallah b. Muhammad h. Abi Sabra 
ABI Rubm b. "Abd al-'Uz2a b. AbTQays, the gai of Mecca for Ziyad b. “Ubaydallah; be was thea 
appointed the qddi for al-Hidi Masa b. al-Mahdi (presumably in Baghdad). For the vanous early 
converts from this family, see, for example, 1S, 3-408, 4: 135, 201, 203, 5: 186. 

2 Rha Hajar, Lisi, 7-367; Ihe Hajar, Tahdhib ol-ahdhib, 3:29; Tbe Hajas, Tagrih, > 107 
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It is unclear what direct contributions this marriage of “Abd al-Rahmiin made to the 
fortunes of his children. It did give them a southern royal lineage, but one cannot say 
much about the manner in which it may of may not have counted towards their élite 
status. Unlike his other children from a similar marriage (Tumidir) they seem to have 
had little to do with the central powers. What is certain, however, is that with Suhayl 
and his descendants, this ‘Awfid line had begun to straddle influences both in Medina 
and in Egypt.2”® Given their marriages, it is fhirly obvious that they were socially 
powerfil, At least some of them were also wealthy 


1Lii.1.D, Children of Umm Hurayth al-Bahriyya 


"Abd al-Rabmin b. "Awf also had three children with a captive of the Bahra, named 
Umm Hurayth.27? We know nothing more about this woman except the names of her 
children: Amina, Maryam, and Mus'ab. Amina was married to Ibrahim b. Qariz b, 
Khalid al-Kindnt. After ber, Ibrahim married her sister Maryam.” Ibrahim, lke bis 
son ‘Abdallith, was very likely a Medinan and a hallf of the Zura?” 

The son of “Abd al-Rabmin who gets by far the greatest attention in the sources and 
who, unsurprisingly, was most intensely involved in the politics of the day was Mus'ab. 
We have no knowledge of Mus‘ab’s early years nor do we know much about his 
loyalties prior to his success in the political sphere of Medina.” A valiant warrior 
among the Medinans, Musab was appointed by Marwin as gddi of Medina during is 
second tenure as governor of the city for Mu"hwiya. He was also appointed by him over 
its shurfa at a time when intemal strife in Medina had caused the number of murders 
and other felonies to swell in the area. He was a notorious disciplinarian and his strict 
rule, although not well liked by some Medinans, did temper the situation. He remained 
the gad of Medina until Marwan was removed from his post in 5? AH?! 

2 Such dual influence was aso enjoyed by “Ab al"Actz b Marwan’ family, wach seems 1 have 
‘crossed puts (perhups accidentally) with the ‘Awfids on a couple of eccanions. See note below 

277 18,3: 127, 5: 15K. hs also claamed hat her ame was Kasha. “Abtallah b al:Nu dof the 
Tandlkh (Ibn Khaya, Fabagat, 407), 

2 This was one othe few Kina links thar appear inthis fine of the “Aw fis. See behow 

2 1S, 3: 127; BL, $: 113-4; Sakhnws, af Tif, 1: 126: tho Habth, Mubahbar 67-; tbe Hibban, 
al-Thigit 67 

‘The sourcen bo mention an epee in hus ie that might have excurred before be yamned poacal 

Prominence tn addition to posnbly revealing something abuut hs own inclinations. xt may also be 
tastructve about the regional pics ofthe His io the early Umayyad pened. We lear that Muy’ ab 
was the murderer of Im ib. Hibs b.al-Aswad b ab-Mualibb. Asad b “Abs abUzd Mis partners 
in crime were Muah bs, “Ubayeallihb, Mawar al-Taym and "Ugha b.Ja° wana «ali of ab"Abas 
by ‘Abd al-Mufzalib. We are told that the murder was commited in response to a personal affront of 
tsma'’s against Mus'ab Whatever the cause hebind the tragedy may have heen. what transpered is 
tnstructve. When the corpse was discovered. the Hand Zura are said to have united with the culpents 
tains the beady ofthe Islamic hie who had pressed changes aganst them. The Zubaynds demanding 
slice for theve slaughtered kinsman, were the most aggressive Thes suggests theee things: (1) the 
“Zuhayrids were capable of attracting considerable support m the Hij&z at short notice: (2) the Zuihra 
were a strung enough company to stand its own against the mass ofthe Islamic ite (3) the Bac Tay 
‘andthe “Abbis were either united in some respects withthe Band Zuhra or were themselves 0 intrest 
rou that stood apart from the Zubayrids.{ do wish to make clear, however, that thi is speculation. 
See BL(ARA), 5: 7H. (here is so included a report where the Sa'ids are actually on the side of the 

ctims) NQ, 219, 267-9, 299-91, 15-18: TH. 119 

1 Then al- Walid b. “Utha b. Abi Sufyan was appointed governor and he, jo turn. appovnte bn 
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When Yazid came to power and appointed "Amr b. Sa’id as his governor of Medina, 
the latter also gave Mus‘ab the same posts.**° However, when the revolts of al-Husayn 
and Ibn al-Zubayr broke out and "Amr ordered Muy"ab to destroy the houses of the 
‘Band Asad and the Band Hashim, Mus"ab refused to do so.2** He then attached himself 
1 Ibn al-Zubaye 

Now it is unclear whether he was a subordinate of Ibn al-Zubayr or whether he had 
joined him as the leader of some independent interest group. Perhaps he was both. For, 
‘on the one hand, the sources inform us that he was sent as the leader of a contingent 
against Ibo al-Zubayr’s brother ‘Ams when the latter headed towards Mecca to fight his 
‘brother at the orders of the Umayyads. Most sources agree that it was Mus'ab who 
successfully defeated and then captured Ams." He is also said to have fought 
Husayn b. Numayr alongside al-Miswar b. Makhrama.*** On the other hand, we also 
find hum listed among those who came from outside Mecca to Iba al-Zubayr’s aid when 
his brother set out to attack him. This suggests that he was the representative of some 
other group that had joined the revolution, perhaps out of the necessity of forming a 
unified front against the Umayyad onslaught, but that did not in itself constitute the 
Zubayrid cause. That this was likely the case may be inferred more cogently from the 
claims of the sources that in Mecca the issue of the caliphate was to be decided—afier 
the revolutionaries had successfully deterred the Umayyad armies~among three candi 
dates: Ibn al-Zubyar, al-Miswar b. Makhrama, and Mug'ab b. “Abd al-Rabmiin, And the 
decision was to be made at the recommendation of a shard 

The final homage to Ibn al-Zubayr was thus not just the result of the support he had 
in Mecea, there were too many contenders to the throne with their local supporters for 
this to have sufficed. It had to do im fact with the disappearance of these vanious 
contenders from the scene. We know that one leader of the Medinans at al-Harra, 
“Abdallah b. Hanzala, was killed in battle. When the Medinans were defeated, another 
leader, Mubammad b. Sa‘d, left the region and joined his southem cognates in Irag.**” 
Likewise, two of the three contenders at Mecca, Mus'ab and Makhrama, were killed in 
the struggle there. ** This created the political vacuurn that worked wonderfully in Iba 
al-Zubayr's favor. When news of Yazid's death reached Mecca, he immediately cast 
aside his earlier slogan, “ld hukma illd li- lah and called people to his bay'a.2*? It is 
‘Zamna al-*Amief a8 qi; the latter remained in this post until Muswiya died. Khalifa, Fubugde. 173; 
NO, 267-4, claims that Mus°ab remained the head of the shurta until Mu’bwiya died. BL (ARA), 5 
6 FAS. 3.127, 4 158 

NQ, 267-69. 

2 This again suggests that be must have had considerable clot in Medina to be asked to take such 
bold sep. 4 1S, 30127, $1SK: BLYARA), 4: 314-6 

218, 3127, 519K ® BLIARAM 4: 312-4 

© See the previous chapter. 

o™ BL (ARA), 4: 34081 It ts unclear whether Mus’ab died in the first or second siege of Mecca. 
‘First: fH, 132; BL (ARA), 5: 116-7: second: BL (ARA), 4: 349-51. al-Burrt, a/Jawhara, 2: 342, 
quotes al- Wigull assaying that Mus’ ab passed away, but was not llled. A few sources also reportshat 
be died at al-Harra, fighting alongside the Medians (BL (ARA), 4: 316, 824; al-Bulkhet, arith, 7: 
350, al-Razi, al-Jarh, 8: 303; thm Hibban, Mashahir, 112) 

7 (Ope result of thes change in amitude was thatthe Khawin}, who had been supparany har unt 
then, abandoned him. ES. 3: 127, 5: 1S, BL (ARA), 4: 49-51. al-Dhahabi, Tarith al-esliim, 5: 152 
‘$4. Compare the report im BL (ARA), 4: 352. were it is said that after Yarit's death, some members of 
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at this point that the various groups that had joined Ibn al-Zubayr with their respective 
leaders threw in their support with the remaining candidate. 

No descendant of Mus'ab ever came as close as him to ruling the Muslim 

‘community, However, his legacy and Medinan connections were sufficient to guarantee 
them pride of place in the Medinan religious aristocracy. But it was perhaps their 
father’s participation in one of the two major failed revolts of the period that generally 
‘sealed their fate in the political sphere in the post-Zubayrid period. We know the names 
‘of his children from three wives and from one concubine. Two of the wives were Zubris: 
Layla bt. al-Aswad b. ‘Awf b. ‘Abd ‘Awf b. ‘Abd b. al-Harith b. Zuhra and Umm 
Kulthim be. “Ubaydallah b, Shihab b. ‘Abdallah b. al-btirith b. Zuhra.2 The former's 
brother Jabir was the governor of Medina for "Abdallah b. ab: 
connection with the Zubayrids was maintained. Layli's son 2: 
‘oldest child of Mus"ab. He was a Medinan transmitter”? Zurara’s son Abmad was one 
of the greatest scholars of Medina;2"' and his great grandson Abmad b, Abj Bakr b. al- 
Harith b. Zurara b, Mus‘ab b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin was among the famous legal scholars. 
(fugaha’) of Medina, a companion of Malik, and, at one time, the gddi of Medina. He 
was appointed to this post by ‘Ubaydalli b. al-Hasan b. “Ubaydallah b. al-"Abbiis b. 
“AIT, AbT Talib when he was the governor of the city for al-Ma’ min." 

We know nothing about Layla’s other son, ‘Abd al-Rabmiin.2”* But we do know that 
his granddaughter Bariha bt. Mubammad b. ‘Abd al-Rabmin was mamied to ‘Abdallah 
b. Jafar b. “Abd al-Rabman b. al-Miswar b. Makhrama al-ZuhrT, and this tells us again 
that the old revolutionary bonds were maintained at least in some quarters. "Abdallith 
was appointed over the stipends (dfwin al- ‘ay of Medina by Mubammad b. ‘Abdallah 
when he took over the city, He was a transmitter to the Medinans and Iraqis. He was 
also among the closest companions of Mubammad b. “Abdallah and believed that he 
‘was the Mahdi, something he is said to have regretted later in life?" 

Umm Kulthim’s daughter Fatima bt. Mus'ab was the wife of Ibrahim b. Muttalib: 
, Sa’ib al-Sahmi, a Medinan Qurashi.2”” We know nothing about her other daughter, 


the élite did o0t pay homage. Ibn ‘Asikir, Turik, 28: 209, offers the rare report that bo al-Zubayr 
abandoned this and his other slogan, ‘ald ‘ith bv-Y-haye before thear deaths. Whether this was the 
‘ase oF oo, i uncontested that oti fatly late hey were all viable candidates 

2° twas not able to find anything abuwt his third names wife, Unnen Said bt al-Mubirigh. "Urwa, 
‘nor about her daughter, Umm al-Fodl 1X. Mua (15, 5: 155-4) 

24 Sakhiwi, Tifa, 1: 325,403, 

IS, $: 135-6; abBukhart, -Tirith, 3: 439; Sakhiwt, of-Thf, 2 81 

Burr, al-Jawhara, 2: 343, 

As with the Sa’dids, who participated inthe revolts of the Umayyad period. by and large. the 
descendants of Mus ab also soem to have disappeared from the historical sources Like them, they were 
lio given practically no politcal appointments. The rare post that Abmad was granted had perhaps 
‘more to do with “Ubaydallah's cognate link with the ‘Aw ids than anything else. fia mother was a 
daughter ofal-Fadlb, “Abbas b. Rabb, al-Mirith b. Abs al-Mutialiy, Her mother, in turn, was Unie 
Salama bt. Salama b. Abi Salama b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. ‘Aw. This cognate link was perhaps also 

wisidered significam as an explanation of this appoxntment by tbo Bakr, who gives the genealogy 
above amidst a discussion of the “Awfids (see NQ. 271-73). See al-Rat, alsJarh, 2:43; fn Hib, 
‘aleThigat, 8:21; Sahat, al-Puhfa, V5 201 1S, 5155-6 

™ Thu ‘Asakir, Turibh, 27: 301; Tabaci, Tarith, 6: 189; Nba Khaldin Tarith, 3: 190; al-Dhahaby, 
Tarith, 10: 159-62 AS, 5: 15:4 bo Bibi, Mash: 209, 
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Umm *Awn.>* Thus all we know about this line is one Medinan link. 

‘Another daughter of Mug"ab, ‘Awna, was married to Aba Bakr b. “Ubaydallah b. 
‘Abdallah b. Abi Mulayka b. “Abdallah b. Jud‘an of the Ka'b b. Lu’ayy; she bore hima 
son named ‘Abd al-Rahman. “Ubaydallih was a Medinan and itis said that either he or 
his brother was the gddf of al-T3’if for Il al-Zubayr.”” So this again is an instance of 
the persistence of the old revolutionary connection. 

The children from this line of ‘Abd al-Rabman b. “Awf were very similar to some 
descendants of Sa‘d b. Abi Wagqas. Born to # southern captive of the Bahra’, a woman 
gifted to “Abd al-Rabman by Sa'd b. Abi Waqgas, their most prominent member was 
Mus'ab, a member of the Medinan élite. In the Sufyanid period, he was a favorite of 
the central government and was appointed by its representatives to quell the rising 
‘unrest in the region. He must have inspired respect along with a measure of fear to 
have succeeded at this task. This, in turn, implies that he had considerable clout in the 
region and this ultimately proved dangerous to the interests of the Umayyads, With 
the death of Mu’fiwiya, Mus‘ab refused the reappointment in Yazid’s cadre and openly 
joined the ranks of the Hijizi revolutionanes. Like so many other ambitious élite, he 
Jost his life in the struggle; and the vacuum was filled by tba al-Zubayr.™ As can be 
expected from the patterns noted throughout this book for several of the élite families, 
his descendants completely disappear from the history of the Umayyad period. During 
‘Zubayrid rule, a couple of them married men of consequence in the Hijiz—those who 
did succeed in securing some enviable posts in the region. The fest mostly remained 
in Medina und became scholars. Only one was given official rank during the “Abbissid 
period; and this happened very likely due to his remote cognate link. The family had 
thus begun its career under the auspices of the Sufyiinids and shifted its loyalties to the 
Hijazi revolutionanes for a greater prize. It maintained close social links with the latter, 
but when the revolution failed they became political outcasts. In all this, the descen- 
dants of this line are somewhat reminiscent of "Umar and Mubammad, the two 
prominent children of Sa'd b. Abt Waggits, whose mother was also a southerner from 
around Iraq 


ILiL.2. Children by non-Southern Women 


IL ti2.A. The Children of Umm Kulthiim bt. "Ugha 


‘Abd al-Rabmiin’s wife Umm Kulthimn bt, “Uqba b. Abi Mu’ayt b, AbI‘Ameb. Umayya 
b. ‘Abd Shams was perhaps his most valuable link with the Umayyads. Her mother, a 


1S, 5: 155-6, 

2° 1S, 5:472-3; be Hanks, al- ‘al, 3: 98; ton Khayy®}, Tabogat Ahalifa, 492. There are, however, 
some confusions over the identity of the yu: IS, 5-472: Iho Abi Mulayka is reported to have said that 
Tha al-Zubayr appointed him gad of al-P3'if. Id. Tahagdr, 492: Abu Mulayka’s full name ts grven as 
‘Zuhayr ‘Abdallah, Jud"ia b. “Amr b. Ka'bb. Sa'd bs Taymb. Murra. Ka'b b. Lu’ayy, AbO Bakr’s 
fname was ‘Abdallah. He died in 118 AH. 1H, 1371: ‘Abdallah b. "Ubaydaltab’s hanya is oot given. 
though iis mentioned that he had a brother with the kuna AbO Bakr and thatthe latter had a son naened 
“Abd al-Rabmiin. al-Burri, Jawhara, 2: 311> fhe Abt Mulayka w identified as Abdalla b, “Ubaydallah 
“Abdallah b. Ab Mulayka. Now, is this “Abdallah’s Aaya Aba Bakr? 

“® More than three hundred children of the Mubiyitin lost their lives at al-Harra. See al-Fasi, Soft 
168. For a fist of those killed at al-Harra, see Thn Khayyit, Ta ‘ih tala, 182%. 
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great granddaughter of Habib b. “Abd Shams, was bom to a daughter of “Abd al- 
Muttalib b. Hiishim. Thus, much like "Abd al-Rabman, she was related both to the 
shims and the Umayyads. She was the half-sister of the notorious al-Walld b. ‘Uqba 
and so also the half-sister of the third caliph." Umm Kulthim is well known in the 
Muslim sources asthe first woman to have performed the hijra after Mubammad. She 
«did So against the wishes of her paternal family; in fact, her brothers are said to have 
come to Muhammad to demand her surrender. He did not comply." 

Umm Kultham did not have a busband in Mecca; in Medina, she became a multi- 
marrying woman (murdifa), taking in succession as husbands (a) Zayd b, al-Earitha al- 

(b) al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwim; (c) “Abd al-Rahman b. “Awf, (d) and ‘Amr b. 
al-'As. These marriages were contracted in view of her impressive genealogy and 
social baggage, which is remarkably similar to the genealogies of other murda of the 
carly Islamic period. They served diplomatic purposes. Umm Kulthdm bt. “Ua had 
six children with ‘Abd al-Rabman b. *Awé: (1) tsma"Tl; (2) amat al-Rabman; (3) 
‘Humayda,; (4) Muhammad; (5) fbrihim; and (6) Humayd. 

Although Isma'7l is mentioned in several places in the sources, we know nothing 
useful about him, amat al-Rabmain and Humayda were both married into the ’Awfid 
family, the former to ‘Abd al-Rahmann's nephew Aba ‘Ubayd b. “Abdallah and the later 
10 his nephew °Abdallah b, al-Aswad.!®* ‘Abd al-Rabmiin's kaveya refers to bis son 
Muhanamad, He was born into islam and was a minor transmitter of traditions. Like 
bis mother, Muhammad's wife Maryam was descended from “Abd Shams and, like ber, 
‘she also had a link with the Hishimis. Her father, al-'Asi'b. al-Rabi" b. ‘Abd al’Uzzi b. 
‘Abd Shams, was first married to Zaynab, a daughter of the Prophet. After her death, he 


‘married Fakhita bt. Sa‘td b. al-*Asi b. Umayya and fathered Maryam with her.” Then 
it is likely that, like her mother, she was perceived as a useful tool for bridging the 
Hishimi-'Abd Shamst divide. Her son with Muhammad, named al-Qasim, had 


W BL(ARA), 4: 303-7, 5: 101-2 
1S, 3: 127; 15, 5: $5, 15, 5: 153. The episode of Muhammad's refusal fo surrender her ix 
mentioned among the axtib al-macil 
‘She hid children with Zaye. She also bore Zaynab with al-Zulayr TH, 114-5, mentions hat 

A al-Rabmain washer last husband. It abo only mentions Humayd as their child. NO. 145, doe not 
‘mention “Anu as her hushand. fon Habth, a:Mfubahdur, 405, does not meation Zayd as her husband. 
See als al-Burt,a/Jawhara, 1: $2-3; NQ, 2656 

108 ES, 36127, $1 $5;1H, 132; L$: 11; NO, 2656 

0 NQ, 265. ‘Abllah did 0X perform the Aira. He lived sixty years i Lae and sixty i the 
lahitivya- We lef legacy to Ibn al-Zubayr al-Avwad performed the hija before the Conquest 
Sada. Wa, ¥: $64 (1971), reports that Humayida may have ben married to alArgam b. Ab al 
Arqam, «very early convert, and that she might he the mother of ‘Ammir and ‘Abdalldh rw of his 
‘ons f-Argam's house was where the Prophet soups refuge in Mecca. I was later forcibty transfered 
ny various people until it ended up in the hans ofthe descendants of al-Hidi. Tbe account of the 
vransfers 1s foud here w a-Safad Me wansfer of Hiri property in tbe har of the early “ABN 
1s notable feature of thew provincial policy Stila efforts (which generally fale) were also make 
bythe early Umayyads. 

0 1S, 3: 127, 5:55; IH, 132; BL(ARA), 5: 113-4; NQ, 268; al-Bure, af Arwhara, 2: 340; abit, 
alsharh, 72318, 

° oa “Asir, TaPibh, 67:5, tates that he was first married wo Fit and then to Zaynab. He left 
Fakits not long after their marriage tt also says that their daughter, whom Mubsmumad 8. ’Abe al 
Rabin married. was named Umayya. See also NO, 157-8, 176-9, 269-715 1H, 78 
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offspring among the Quraysh.*°* Mubammad’s son “Abd al-Wabid was a Medinan and 
a minor transmutter. The sources do not mention his mother; they inform us that he had 
children living in Medina, but no names are listed 2° 

By far, the two most prosperous children of ‘Abd al-Rahman and Umm Kulthim 
‘were Ibrahim and Humayd, AbG Ishaq Ibrahim, a sayyid and legal scholar (fagih)"", 
was a major muhaddith, who is said to bave transmitted directly from “Umar b, al- 
‘(Khatyab. He also reported from “Uthman, ‘Ali, Sa‘d b. Abi Wagqjis, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. 
*Awf, “Amp b. al-"As, and Abi Bakra.*"* He was the companion of some of the most 
luminous and politically powerful personalities of his times." 

The sources mention by name four of the women with whom he fathered children. 
‘Two of them were daughters of Sa’d b. AbT Waggas, namely Umm al-Qasim and Umm 
Kulthdm. They were full sisters and were born to Mariya bt. Qays b. Ma'di Karib al- 
Kindf. The latter's two sons, “Umar and Muhammad, were closely linked with the 
politics of their cognates in the early Umayyad period. It is, therefore, not surprising 
that others from their ranks should also have something to contribute to Islamic history. 

Although none of the children of Umm al-Qasim left any marks worth recording.) the 
descendants of Umm Kulthim were reasonably visible. Her son Sa'd was a major trans 
mutter like his father. Perhaps building upon his Umayyad and élite southern genealogy 
and on the connections of hus father, he was able to secure the posts of gddi of Medina 
and head of its shursa on several occasions during the Umayyad period.)"* It is likely 
that he and his father had both maintained amicable relations with the Umayyads for a 
‘good part of the first Islamic century.'"* 

Towands the end of the caliphate, however, as the internal intrigues of the Umayyads 
{grew more intense, Sa°d fell out of favor. He was caught up in an investigation on charges 


0" NQ, 260-71: IH, 132. Sanm"’ni, And, S242: he had a grandson named "Abd al-Wabid b. 
Abunad. known as Ab@ al-Fadl sbMutakallim al-Ash‘ar, Ast al-Rabmn Alba b, Mubarumad is 
mentioned as a tranamiticr ws foe "Axia. Tarikh, 34: 160, 

9 TH. 132: BL(ARA), $° 116-7; Burr, alsJiwhara, 2:340; ab Raat, al-Jarh, 6:21; Noo Hajar, Zt 
<al-manfa', 267 

M© BL(ARAD, 5: 113-4 M0 18,35 127, 5055, 

"6 TH132. He is mennoned as pan of a group that used to meet 1a a mosque at nights, presumably 
{for ssady. Among the members of this group were Mus'ab b. al-Zubayr, "Urwa’s. akZubayr, Abd Bakr 
‘Abul al-Rabis b.al-Hirih b. Hisbitm, “Abel al-Malik b, Marwan. and “Ubaydalli b, ‘Abdallah b 
“Liha. This group used to meet during the last years of Mu'awrya. 18,5555, 

MIS, 5: 5S: IM, 133-4. BL(ARA\, S: 116-7: He was the gadT of Medina for Yosuf b. “Umar; 
‘during the time of Hisham b. ‘Abe al-Malik, he was the qa! of Medina for fbrahim b. Mubamad b. 
Hisham b Lema. foe KhayySs, Faith thal, 261 under the year 105 AH, it bs reported that the 
(governor of Medina for Yarid b. “Abs! al-Malik, “Abd al-Wabid b. ‘Abdallah al-Nasri, appounted Sa'd 
> Mrslem ts gall. See also NO, 269-71: wl-Bturt, Jawhara, 2: 3401 

One smagines that they had some Iraqi counecuuns through Sa'd b. Abi Waqgy' daughter and 
perhaps through her two sons, “Limar and Mubarumad. The gathering. mentioned above, in which 
‘beam b. “Abd al-Ralbman used to participate, also used to take place in traq. Thus, im this family of 
"Abed al-Rabmio. the Umayyads may have found kinmen with useful close southern links in Iraq and 
Medias links through ‘Abs al-Rabmin b. ‘Aw. We remember that relations between Muhammad b. 
‘Sad b. Abi Wagqis and the Uimayyads went sour with the revolt of Ibn al-Ash’ath. The possible 
friendly relabons between his “Awfid brother-o-lsw aod bis nephew, on the one hand, and the 
Umayyads on the other, are lessons exter ta the less than absolute guarantees and unpredictable impli- 
cations of kinship relations or tthe short-term memory of the Umayyads. 
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of embezzlement carried out by the central government against Khalid al-Qasri and his 
friends. Under pressure (and perhaps torture and certainly under pain of bumniliation) the 
atter’s son Yabya is said to have divulged the names of several individuals to whom 
Khalid had given money. Among those named were Sa'd and two ‘Alids, Zayd ‘Alf and 
Muhammad b. “Umar b. ‘Ali. It is unclear whether this indicates any shift in Sa'd's 
alliances. Certainly, for a good part ofthe period after Marwiin, the Umayyads seem to 
have adopted a gradually intensifying policy against the ‘Alids.™!* For example, there were 
several marriages with ‘Alids contracted by the alles ofthe Umayyads that were dissolved 
boy them. A case in point is the series of marriages of the famous Sulcayna bx. al-Husaya b 
“Ali. Abi Talib, a Medinan woman of the *Udhra of the Kalb (on her mother's side), who 
‘was successively married to al-Agbagh b. “Abd al-"Aziz b. Marwan,’'” “Amr b. Zayd b. 
*Uthmin, and Ibrahim b, ‘Abd al-Rahman b, ‘Aw. All three marriages were dissolved st 
the orders of Umayyad caliphs." The Umayyads also seem to have slowly alienated the 
Hijizi élite. For example, the number of the descendants ofthe élite employed as gis 
and beads ofthe shurfa inthe ij seems to have dwindled over time." Sa’d had perhaps 
begun to shift his loyalties as the Umayyads took their last breaths. 

‘Whether it was because of changing loyalties or because the "Abbasids were equally 
impressed by the useful connections of this line of ‘Abd al-Rabmin, they appointed 
‘Sa'd’'s son Ibrihim gad of Medina. When he came to Baphalid, be was assigned there 
over the Treasury.” Of the other descendants of Sa'd b. Ibeihim b. ‘Abd al-Rabniin 


2% Mu’awiya, Marwin, ‘Abd al-Malik (for about half his reign), and "Umar b."AbN! al-"Aate seer 
twhave bee a lt more dipkomaric a ther elation with tbe “Ali than other Umayyad 

017 ab-Agbaph b, “Abd ab"Azte'sdeycendants came to gain considerable political ground ia Eigype 
bby the early ‘Abb period. Hs yranduon Qibyab. Muy'ab .al-Astugh revolted ws Fyn the me 
‘of al-Hdi, calling the people to pay homage to him. ‘At ab'AZts family seems to have maintained 
firm relationships m the Hae and w have expanded westward in Exypt Mhey counted the Berbers and 
the Av among thew suppariers. A similar pattern is oogiceable among uome descendants of ‘At! a 
Rabman, but none cose to comparable political prominence. Below we will find ‘Abs al’Azte by 
Marwan as the husband of another woman said to have been mamied to a descendant of ‘Abs al 
Ratna (see ‘Children of Majd b, Yazid"). One suspects that this general patter of Exgypas-Hiiet 
connections among Hiphzt élite ws something worthy of attention (’Abd al-’Aztr tb, Marwan’s family 
‘was the closest direct Uayyad link vo the Hijazh Whether there t something move specific Wo oote 
between the "AWfids and the descendants of "Abs al-Arte ts yet unclear. See al-Kind, Wil, 1511 

101 Her first mariage may have been to an ‘Ald. She is also said to have married two members of 
the Asad b, ‘Abd al'UizzA. Nove ofthese three mamages ended ina divorce. Thee are several diferent 
‘accounts about the sequence of her marriages, about which caliph ordered the dissolution of the 
‘marriage with wtuch husband, and about whether some ot all of the three men eamed «the main tex! 
were indeed ordered to divorce bet. The reasons behind these divurces ate also unclear. Some sources 
‘Feport thal she had ealber rejected 3 marriage proposal of ‘Abs al-Malik (presumably this had angered 
the Umayyaa); others say that when she marned Fbrahim. the Hand Hisham were unhappy. See IS, 
475; BL (ARA), S 113£, NQ, 59 fo Habib, a/-Mubuhbar 438; thn Kallikin (ARA), Wifey. 2 
394-7; Non Qutayba, al-Ma rif, 2146 a-YAI(ARA). Mir, 1: 198-9 

19 See note above 

0" 15, 7: 322. Hlirin al-Rashid gave him this latter post. Poeshim was a aditionist and & reporter 
cof maphic. be was respected in Baghdad despite the fact that he west w sing. There are some dating 
discrepancies inthe sources; Hbeihim is said to have died in Baghald vo 183 AIL (1S, 7: 322), but 
nother source reports that be came fo Baghdl in 184 AN. (Dhaba, Tari al-ildm, 12: 24-6). See 
also BL (ARA), 5 116-7:NQ, 269-71; al-Burr, ahAiwhara, 2: 341-2; Nuwayr, Nihayar, 4: 228-31 
b-Sakhwi, Toa, 117-9 
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‘who were not descended from Ibrahim b, Sa'd b. Ibralvim b. ‘Abd al-Rabmin, the two 
about whom we know anything were also Baghdidis.! Tbrihim's son Sa‘db. Ibrahim 
b. Sa’d b. Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin also had connections with Baghdad. He was 
appointed the gddi of al-Wasit in the caliphate of al-Harin. He was then appointed in 
the same capacity over the camp of al-Mahdi"™ at the beginning of the caluphate of al- 
Ma’ miin when the latter was in Khurasin. He presumably retained this post until the 
‘end of the governorship of al-Hasan b. Sahl, the brother of al-Fadl b. Sahl, the architect 
‘of Ma'miin’s success. al-Hasan was removed from his post when Ma'min returned to 
Baghdad in 204 AH. Sa’d b, Ibrahim then joined al-Hasan in Famm al-Sulb and was 
appointed gadi over his army.** 

With Ibrahim b. Sa°d b. Ibrahim the descendants of ‘Abd al-Rahman had decidedly 
come out of the Hijiz; after hum, they established long-lasting links with the “Abbaxids, 
‘The younger brother of Sa’d b. Ibrahim b, Sa'd b, Ibrahim, Ya"qdb, was a famous 
Baghdad? transmitter and had found favor with al-Fadl b, Sahl and joined the latter 
some years before his death.” His son Sa’d had descendants residing overwhelmingly 
in Badhdid and at least one, "Ubaydallih b. Sa'd b Ibeihim b. Sa'd b. Ibrahim b. "Abd 
al-Rabmin, was appointed gadi of Isbahan. >>> 

{Unum Kulthim and fbrihim’s son Salih was a sayyid in Medina and a major transmit- 
ter of Tinditions.* His daugther “Atika was married to Muhammad b. “Abdallah b. ‘Abd 


1 The firsts Abad b. Sa'a brahim. 1, 133-4: he was a well-known traditions, tho al Sowa 
‘al-Afuniazam, 12: 285-46, rears that he died in 273 AH. But is mast be Abymod b. Sa’db Haein b 
Sa'db. Ibrahim. The second is Aba Mubammad ‘Abd al-Rabenio b, Mbammad b "Ubaydallahb. Sa’ 
' Moeien. TH, 133-4: he was among the companions of the gal Ismi'A,Ishing. He did in 338 AH 
co Maghstad 1 Name of a quarter of Haha on the eastside 
‘Again there are some problems wth the dates. 1° Sab, Rovahim died in 201 AH in ale Mubarak 

(S, 7 343), then the series of events I outline above does not work. In that caxe, he must have been 
agponnted ghd of Raphi before al-Hasan was removed 40 204 AH, When Sa’d was removed front 
‘his post independently of the removal of Hasan, be must have attached himeelf to the governor and 
was then append over his army 40 Fam al-Sull) Thus he never witnessed the Sablid-Ma'miinit 
split, which occurred very likely in 202 AH. See also Dhahabt, Frith al-ildm, 14: 84; fon al-Inzar, 
Ghayat, 30%; ab-Sakhiw', a/-Tubfa, 2 123, As the Sablids were the sometime protépes of the 
Barmakds and sance atleast one line of "Awfids was cloely linked with the fate. ce wondery abut 
‘the continuity ofthe connections between these 40 group 

7 1S, 7% MMI, 11-4; al Bure, awhara, 2341. A eu later descendant of rio b, Sab 
Tocabio b ‘Abd al-Ralbmin, Aba |-Wafs'b, Yabya, who died in 687 AH, was great scholar and the 
-harib of Jerusalem for forty years 

© Sam‘, Ansdb, 5: 180-1; al-Baghd, Tart baghdad, 10-323: be died in 260 AM. Ud. Tarith 
10: 367, states that all the members of this line of “Abd al-Ralbas were transmiters.Althenugh he does 
‘ot g1v¢ any information beyond the names of some of them, I presume they were Baghdad, given 
the pattems of information we do have about some descendants from this line For some descendants, 
sce ld Tarikh Baghdéd 4: 403 (Abynad ts. Sa'd bora by, Sa'db rahi b.°Abd al-Rahin); a> 
‘Sakhiwi,al-Tuhfa, 2: 327 "Abdallah b. Sa'd'b feat, Sa‘ b Tom “Abd al-Ralbmian: he was 
4 Madan! and settled in Baghdad. He was also a transmitter and died in al-Magsisa io 238 AH); a: 
Sando. Ans, 3: 180-1; al-Baghdsdl, Tar maghdd, 3: 132 (Muhammad b, “Ubaydallahb, Sud 
bs Meth b. Sa'd b vai b. ‘Abe al-Raipmin; al-Samani, Arsh, 3: 180-1: al-Baghadl, Tarihh 
‘aaphalld. 10-288 (Abd al-Rabna b. Mubaromad b. “Ubaydallahb. Sa'db. brahim b, Sa“ Mrabirn 
'b "Abd al-Rabman):; 1d. Trith Paha, 10: 367 ("Ubaydallah b. “Abd al-Rabrnin b, Mubammad b 
"Ubayeallahb. Sab, Mori h. Sa’d Toei b. “Abd al-Rabrmia). 

28 IS, $: 551M, 133-4: BL (ARA), 5: 116-7: Noa Maja, Tah aah, 4: 332 
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«al-Rahmain b. a- Qasim b, Mubammad b. Abi Bakr al-Siddig, the qd of Medins for al- 
Hasan b, Zayd b. al-Hasan b. ‘Al, the governor of Medina for al-Mansir. The latter's 
father had held the same post before him and his brother did so for al-Ma’miin.*2” 

Ibrahim also had children by a daughter of Muti” b. al-Aswad b. Hairitha b. Nadia b. 
‘Awfb. “Ubayd b. “Uwayj b. “Adib. Ka’, Mut? had witnessed the conquest of Egypt, 
when he was sent by the second caliph at the head of an army to aid ‘Amr b. al-"As. He 
was later appointed over the shurta by the latter during his governorship for Muawiya. 
Thus we have a further Egyptian connection for the ‘Awfids. Unfortunately, we know 
‘nothing about the children from this marriage other than their names.” We also know 
nothing of his children from a daughter of Ma‘raf b. “Amir b. Kharnag or from his 
concubines, 

Finally, Umm Kulthdim be. *Ugha’s and “Abd al-Rabmain’s son Humayd was also a 
‘prominent Medinan personality. He was a wealthy notable of the Quraysh, a major 
transmitter, and was appointed over the diedn of Medina for Yazid." He was the kitib 
of Marwan b,al-Hakam, presumably when he became caliph. He was also the owner 
of the Dr al-Kubra, the first home that was built in Medina by a muhdjir and which 
remained in the hands of the ‘Awfids until a much later date."?! This is all evidence for 
200d relations with the early Umayyads. One of Humayd's wives, Juwayriya, was the 
daughter of AbQ Ame b, “Adib. tIdj b, Abi Salama al-Thagaff, a hallfof the Zubra. No 
information on her father is available, A descendant of “aj b. Abi Salama, named 
Turayh b, Ismi'll, however, was a poet of the Umayyads. He was related to al-Walid b 
‘Yarid through his maternal aunt (al-Walid’s mother was a Thagaf?) and he later became 
the panegyrist of al-Saffab and al-Mansdr.”” Although he is not directly useful for our 
interests, his life does serve as a good example of the importance of such cognate links 
in gaining favor at court; it also gives us a sense of the ability of such élite members, 
since they were only distant relatives of the Umayyads. to shift loyalties with the 
success of the ‘Abbitsid revolution, So Turayb serves as. figure parallel to the Humayd, 
who enjoyed similar favors with the early Umayyads due to his impressive lineage. Due 
1o his marriage, his children, like their cousins, the children of Ibrahim b, "Abd al- 
Rahman (and others), were also attractive to the ‘Abbasids. 

We do not know much about the five immediate descendants of Humayd and 
Juwayriya mentioned in the sources. One of them, "Abd al-Rabmiin, was among the 
notables of the Quraysh and died in Medina.’ Its likely that most of his children did 
continue 10 reside in Medina throughout the Umayyad period and then, like their 


2 NQ.279-825 TH, 137, 18,555. ho Maki, of mil, 625-6, 

5,3 1271S, $: $5, 153: 9H, 932. BL(ARA),£: 113-4, 116-7; NQ, 2656; abr, ol lewhara, 
2 MO-2; abfBukhar, f-Tartkh, 2° 345; Ihe Use. Taha al-tahthid, 12°32 (here be appears for 
comme reasoo as al-Himyart; Nha Hajar, Zari al sdb 1 245. the Habit, al Muhabbar, STK: 
unclear whether he was appointed for Yael or tho al-Zubayt 

fa seems tat he had this postion in Medina, for the source says that Vari b.‘Aball b, Zara 
.al-Anwad b. abMurtalib was the kdb ofthe diwain of Medina for Yazid and. after him. the post was 
ccupted by Hussayd b. ‘Abs al-Rabrin 

"fhm Shabba, Fart, 1-235. a 1S, $153; fhm Asti, Faith, 24: 468, 

9 {S,5; 153; alu, alJawhara, 2-342; ba Hibbin, Masha 206; Ihe Hsja. Tagrib al-tohdhih, 
|: 567, His mother appears a8 2 concubine i all these sources. ft KhayyAt, Tabagdr Khali, 453, 
bowever. states that is mother was Juwayriya. 
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‘cousins mentioned above, went out of the Hitz during the early ‘Abbasid period. For 
we lear that Abii al-Ghayth b, al-Mughira b, Humayd had a dar in Medina 24 His 
brother Ghurayr b. al-Mughira had settled in Bin" a village near Medina, close to 
Sayyala.* In the next generation, his son, Isbiiq b. Ghurayr, became a close companion 
of al-Mabdi, al-Hadi. and al-Rashid.®”” It seems, however, that he maintained his links 
with Medina ™* As he was the son of Hind bt. Marwan b. al-Harith b. ‘Amr b. Sa’d b, 
Mu’adh al-Angiri, a descendant of the famous leader of the Ansir at the time of the 
Prophet, itis likely that he enjoyed enviable respect there. He could also count on the 
support of his cognates in the region, who remained there in large numbers, Thus he 
‘was a good local contact for the ‘Abbasids. Another son of Hind’s, named Mubammad, 
was also among the notables of Medina and the collector of the sadaga of the Band 
‘Ghurayr in Yayn.”” His son ‘Abd al-Rabmiin 1s also mentioned among the notables of 
the Quraysh. His brother Ya'qab, who seems to have been confused in the sources with 
Muhammad, is mentioned as the treasurer of Hartin. And his son Yasuf was also the 
treasurer for the caliph. 4! 

Humayd b. "Abd al-Rahman had also established a link with the Makhzim through 
his marnage to Qariba, a daughter of Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. Abi Umayya b. al. 
Mughira b. ‘Abdallah b. "Umar b, Makhziim. We know nothing about her father, but her 
grandfather, who must have converted after the death of Abii Talib, was one of the 
twelve men who died in the siege of al-TW'if.“® His mother was “Atika, a daughter of 
‘Abd al-Muttalib; and his son ‘Abdallah was the nephew of Umm Salama, a wife of the 
Prophet. This marriage of Humayd was, therefore, into the Hashimi circle and very 
Tikely had to do with the similar contacts of his mother. Unfortunately. the sources say 
nothing useful about his children 

Humayd's descendants by his son “Abd al-Malik are also mentioned as notables 
among Quraysh. He also fathered children with at least two unnamed concubines. We 
know nothing besides thew nares 

‘Certain pattems should now be apparent, The descendants of ‘Abd al-Rabmin and 
‘Umm Kulthiim carried an enviable lineage. They counted among their prominent 
ancestors members of the Thaqif, the Hashim, the Umayya, and the Zula and they 
continued to marry into these groups over several decades. Given this lineage, their 
general preservation of it, and their extended domicile in the Hija during most of the 


) TH 133-4; Ibo Shabba, Turd, 1: 258. This dar was a sadaga and in the hands of the Band 
“Uidhayr (perhaps this i a corruption for Ghurayr, another son of Humayd. on whom see below) The 
‘only Band “Uidbayr mentioned in the sources were the Band "Udhayr b. al-Mukhnid of the Quan, but 
‘octhing useful about them ts known, Sce Kabbsilah, A jam galt. 2: 768 

"9° Perhaps this is the same as “Yayn’ below 

2% Saen"hal, Ansa, 4: 288-9; al-SuyOhl, Lull, 186; Bakr, Mu jam. 1: 296 

357 Sam‘nt, nad, 4: 288-9; 1H, 133-4 kina mabhsasan bohim. NQ, 268-71: he had positon and 
snflueace with them 

0 al-Baghdsdl, Tarsth baghdid, 6 314, For an amusing account of his infatuation with a slave 
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Umayyad period, they were excellent local contacts for the early part of the first 
dynasty, which used some of them in official capacities. Sometime after “Abd al-Malik, 
the Hijaz began to close upon itself and the Umayyad relationship with the élite of the 
region began to suffer. Two major exceptions to this rule were Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al- 
Rabmin and his son Sa'd; both enjoyed a good and gainful relationship with the 
caliphate. It seems, however, that this relationship did not last till the end. 

Perhaps because of their Hijiii contacts and the wide respect the descendants of this 
line of ‘Abd al-Rabmiin commanded in Iraq (doubtless because of their distinguished 
lineage), they also shone brightly in the “Abbissid period, At this time, certain lines from 
this marriage came out of the Hija and made their homes near the new centers of power 
in the north. However, given that they had contracted marriages with the local élite of 
the Hijtz—the Ansir, Thagif, the Hashimites, and the Makhvzim (among others)—they 
‘continued to command respect in their traditional homeland as well. Only a few of these 
contacts proved officially useful in the early Umayyad period. Others were dormant 
investments that came to mature with the ‘Abbasid revolution. 


M1i.2.B. Children of Ghazal bt. Kisrat 


‘Abd al-Rabmin and Ghazil bt. Kisri? had only one child together, named 
“Uthman.!* He may well have been a Madani, given that his few descendants 
mentioned in the sources hail from that region. But he had very likely extsblished Iragi 
connections not only through his mother, but also through his marriage to Umm al- 
Hakam al-Sughri bt. Sa'd b, Abi Waqais. She was not only the daughter of the famous 
Iraqi general, but later was also the wife of Jabir b, al-Aswad b. “Awf, a nephew of “Abd 


al-Rabmiin b. ‘Awf, a figure whose family seems to have straddied both Medina and 
{rag during Ibn al-Zubayr's time. Jabir was the governor of Medina for Iba al-Zubsyr 
and the maternal grandfather of al-Hakam b, al-Muftalib al-Makhzdmi, who, at sorme 
point, was appointed by one of the governors of Medina over one of the masd Tin the 
latter city. Jabir’s brother Mus'ab was the govemar of the city before him. When Ibn 
‘l-Zubayr appointed the former, he sent the later off to Basra.” 

Like his father, al-Hlasan b. “Uthman was 3 Medinan and, in his footsteps, he had 
established Iraqi connections through his marriage to a woman who seems to have been 
a coveted prize in the region. *Atika, a daughter of Furat b. Mu“Awiya al-Bakki'T, was 
first married to the famous southemer Yazid b. al-Muhallab; after his death, she married 
“Umar b, Yazid b, “Umayr al-Asadf, the head of the shurfa in frag for al-Hiaiij. After 
"Umar’s death, she married al-Hasan b. ‘Uthman, who divorced her apparently because 
‘of an ominous dream. She then married al~'Abbis b. ‘Ubaydallih b. ‘Abdallah, a 
descendant of al-Hrith b, “Abd al-Muttalib. Thus her first marriage was into ane of the 
most powerful southem families of the period; her second marriage is a testament t0 
her strong Iraqi connections; and her last marriage was into a powerful Hashim family, 


++ The distancing may have resulted from the initiative of exter or both sides. 

+ One can guess from her nasab thal she was of royal Persian descent, She was ane of the capes 
‘of Sa'd b. Abi Wags on the Day of al-Mad in. 

© 15,3: 127; IML 132; BL (A), 5: 118-4, NQ, 269-71. Burt (ARA), al Jinehara, 2: 340. 
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respected both in the Hijizz and in Basra at the time of Ibo al-Zubaye.** That her third 
husband was al-Hasan b, “Uthmin says quite a bit about his place in these regions and 
among these élite 

al-Hasan’s only known descendant, Yaby3, was a Madani, who transmitted from his 
distant relative, al-Ash’ ath b. Isbiq b. Sa‘d b. Abi Wagqis.® Thus the Iraqi-Medinan 
southem connection was maintained in this generation. His son Sa"id was a well-known 
‘Basran transmitter. 

{It seems, therefore, that the Iraqi connection that was established with Ghazal bt, 
Kista was cultivated by these children of “Abd al-Rabmiin from Medina for a few gener- 
ations until they finally found themselves settled in Iraq. It is very probable of course 
that they had already done so some time before Sa"id and that their names have simply 
disappeared from the sources. None of the sources tell us anything about *Uthmiin b. 
“Abd al-Rahmin, but one of them does state that he had descendants in Basra." In this 
instance, then, it seems that the pull of the cognate line always lurked strongly under 
the surface of this branch of the Medinan aristocracy. It was successful in attracting, 
Abd al-Rabmin’s descendants into Iraq after a few generations, 


1L113, Miscellaneous 


In this section, | mention (a) the children of “Abd al-Rabmitn b. ‘Awf who were born to 
identified women, but whose descendants are not known; (b) the children from unnamed 
‘concubines; (c) the children from unnamed women, whose descerkints are not mentioned 
in the sources; (d) wives of ‘Abd al-Rabmiin who seem to have had no children by hit 

A good number of ‘Abd al-Rabmiin's wives in category (a) were born into important 
religious or tribal élite families. With the exception of one case, each of them is reported 
to have had only one child with ‘Abd al-Rabman. This means that descendants from 
these lines must have been fewer in comparison with those from other wives, Perhaps 
for this reason, none of the children of ‘Abd al-Rabmiin here left any descendants that 
the sources record 


IL 3.A. Children by Identified Women 


U1ii.3.A.a. Links with the Umayyads, the Makhetim and Thagif 
The only wife of ‘Abd al-Rabmiin in this category who had more than one child was 
Bidiya bt. Ghaylin b, Salama b, Mu‘attib al-Thagafiyya. She converted on the day of 
the conquest of al-T"if and is said to have been one of the most beautiful women of 
her time, We do not know much about her, other than that she is often cited in the 
sources regarding the Prophet's judgment about ritual ablution with reference to 
menstruation, Even with regard to this issue, there is some question in the sources about 
her identity. Badiya’s father, an important Thagafl trader, warrior, and diplomat, 
converted at the conquest of al-Ta’if.?%? His mother was a sister of Umayya b, ‘Abd 

 Isbabini, al Aghdni,12:77-8, For al"Ablisb. “Ubaydallah's family, see above. 
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Shams. Bidiya had two daughters with ‘Abd al-Rabman—Bartha and Juwayriya. We 
‘know nothing about the former. The latter was married to al-Miswar b. Makhrama (an 
important Zubri, whom we have already met several times) and had children with 
him.?** In this marriage, then, ‘Abd al-Rabmin had established an important Thagaft 
and Umayyad link. Unfortunately, this is all one can say about this marriage 

"Abd al-Rahman b. "Awf had a further Umayyad marital connection through Umm 
Kultham bt. “Utha b. Rabi'a b. ‘Abd Shams. She was the half sister of the caliph 
Mu’awiya through their mother Hind. ‘Abd al-Rabman contracted this marriage before 
Islam and fathered Salim al-AKbar. The latter died before Istam and had no children.35* 

"Abd al-Rabman b. ‘Abd al-Rabman b. ‘Awf was bor to Asma’ bt. Saliima of the 
Band Tamim. His brother on his mother’s side was ‘Abdallah b. “Ayyash b. Abi Rabr'a 
b. al-Mughira al-Makhzimt. ‘Abdallah's father was an early convert and performed at 
least one of the migrations to Abyssinia, where ‘Abdallah was born. So this was & 
marriage into an early Islamic Tamimi family with Makhzimni links. 

We are already familiar with the importance of certain ‘Awfids in Egypt. They must 
have penetrated further west, For the sources also tell us that a son of “Abd al-Rabmin 
b. ‘Awf, Silim al-Agghar, who was born to Sabla bt. Subayl b. ‘Amir b. ‘Abd Shams of 
the ‘Amir. Lu’ayy, was killed on the day of the conquest of Ifriqiya. Sabla was a very 
carly convert and had participated in both the Abyssiaian migrations with her first 
husband, a son of *Utba b, Raba b. ‘Abd Shams. She also had links with the 
Umayyads.9** 

"Abd al-Rahmiin had yet another early marital bond with the Band Rabf'a b. “Abd 
Shams, He was married to Shayba, a daughter of Rabt'a b, "Abd Shams, an important 
member of the Meccan aristocracy, who died at Badr with the pagans. As their daughter 
Umm al-Qisim was born before Islam, this must have been a very carly marriage. 
Shayba’s daughter Ramla was born to the caliph *Uthmiin and bore him three children. 
This marriage was thus a further connection with the Umayyads.” 

From the foregoing, one can conclude generally that ‘Abd al-Rabmiin's marriages 
into the traditional Meccan aristocracy were relatively early and that at least some of 
them were with early converts; that with the vast majority of them he had only one 
child; and the fact that no further descendants from these lines are mentioned in the 
sources suggests again a shift in his interests to the families of the conquest lands. For 
his later life, one of the few constants from this period was his link with the Umayyads 
Via the family of *Uthman 


Wii 3.Ab Further Ansari and Iragi Links 
At least three sons of ‘Abd al-Rabmiin participated in the conquest of Ifriqiya. One has 
already been mentioned above. The second, ‘Abdallah, was bor to a daughter of Abi 


299 18,3: 127, $: 160; IH, 132; BL (ARA), $: 113-4: NQ, 269-71; abtBurr, af Jawhara, 2: 346 

m4 IS, 4: 127, 8: 238. MM, 132; BL(ARA), 5: 113-4; NQ, 265 Madelung, Succession, 218 "Uitha. 
and his son Walid were both killed by ‘Alf at Badr 

9 1S, 3: 127; IH, 132; BL (ARA), S: 113-4; NQ, 2656; Moa ‘Asakie,Tarith, 47; 241, There is some 
‘confusion about the identity of Asma’. See Tha al-Athit Usd al-ghaata, 3: 241, 5: 393. 

‘Soe IS, 3: 127; 3: 403, 406, 272; 1M, 132; BL (ARA), 5: 113-4. NQ. 2650. 138 
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al-Hig/al-Haysar b. Raf? b. Imri’i LQays of the ‘Abd al-Ashhal of the Aws of the Ans 
"Abdallah was killed as a young warrior on the day of the conquest of Iiriqiya. 

‘The third son of “Abd al-Rabmiin to lose his life in the conquest of Ifriqiya was “Urwa 
al-Akbar.*** He was bora to Babriyya bt. Hani b. Qabisa b. Mas“dd b. Abi Rabi'a of 
the Bani Shaybiin. Her father was the leader of all of Rabi'a in the battle of Dbi Qar. 
His son Kurdas led part of the Taghlib (probably of Basra) on “Ali's side at Siffin.™°” 

"Abd al-Rahman also married Umm Hukaym/Hakim bt. Qirid/Qariz/Qarit b, Khalid 
b. "Ubayd b. Suwayd al-Kindniyya, whose father was a hafif of the Band Zuhra. In 
addition to having Abd Bakr with ‘Abd al-Rabman, she also had ‘Abd al-Rabmin and 
‘Qutham with *Ubaydallah b, al-"Abbas. The last 1wo were killed by Busr b. Abi Arjah. 
the general of Mu"awiya, when they were very young.“ This was a further Baran link 
for ‘Abd al-Rabman but, despite its potential, it did not amount to much. We may blame 
this on two things: it was a link with the side that lost; and its only light was extin 
guished too early 

‘As can be expected from a section on miscellanea, the information here is very 
patchy. However, other than the fact that none of the children from these marriages had 
surviving descendants (this was the organizing principle of the section) we may notice 
‘some minor patterns: (1) a fair number of these marriages were contracted with early 
converts to Istam:; (2) a good oumber of them were either contracted with or afforded 
clear links with members of the old aristocracy—the Band “Abd Shams (particularly, 
the Rabi'a b. ‘Abd Shams), the Makhztim, and Thagif; (3) some of these were "Abd al: 
Rabmin’s earliest marriages; (4) three of these marriages produced sons who lost their 
lives in the Muslim expansion; (5) two marriages, one among the Anghr and one among 
the Iraqis, fall in line with others noted above. It is unclear whether there is a correlation 
between these minor patterns, on the one hand, and the absence of the names of the 
descendants from these lines from the historical records, on the other. One ean speculate 
{as indeed one witnesses in a couple of cases) that early marriages produced children 
who passed away in the treacherous waters of the earliest period of Islamic history. For 
the descendants from his earliest marriages (which were contracted with the earliest 
converts) must have faced the greatest persecution. The links with the revolutionary 
Basrans and participation in frontier battles obviously did not work in the favor of 
descendants. Finally, as suggested above, the failures of these lines probably also bad 
to do with a northern political shift in ‘Abd al-Rahman’s interests. This was undoubtedly 
in keeping with the program of the conquest society of which he was a prominent 
member. 


1113.8. Children by Unnamed Concubines 


The sources mention that ‘Abd al-Rahman b, ‘Awf had three children by three different 
unnamed concubines.” They were Bilal, Yabya, and Sa‘d. It is interesting to note that 


°° Mis mother is given as a concubine at 1S, 3: 127; BIL(ARA), 5: 113-4: al-Buri, al-Jawhara, 2 
140, Her name is given as Bujayra in tha ‘Abd al-Barr (ARA), ai-fsti'ah, 2: 845. See also al-Safodt 
(ARA), ab Wa, 1%: 210-3, 

29 See IS, 3: 127; 1H, 132; BL (ARA), 5: 113-4. NQ, 265E; Madelung, Succession, 202, 209. 

TH, 132; BL. S: 113-4. NO, 265C- al-Bunt, al Jawhara, 2: 340, 346, 
Jewa ‘Abd al-Rabman (see above 
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none of them had any surviving descendsnts. As observed above, ‘Abd al-Rabmiin did 
have children by other identified concubines, all of whom were descended from 
important men. Their descendants, in turn, had successful careers in the early Islamic 
period, So one may take the failure of the children of these unnamed concubines as 
corroboration for something noticed through plentiful examples—that social and 
political anonymity breeds itself. 


1Lii.3.C. Children by Unnamed Women 


But there are exceptions to every rule. For the sources report four daughters and one 
son of ‘Abd al-Rabman born to unnamed women. Two of the daughters, Fakhita and 
‘Umm al-Qasim al-Sughra, married very well. The former was marned to Yazid b, Abi 
Sufyin, the governor of Damascus, al-Urdunn, and Palestine after Abd "Ubayda.”*? 
‘Umm al-Qasim al-Sughra was married to Yabya, a brother of Marwan b. al-Hakam. He 
‘was the governor of Medina for ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan, A daughter of his, Umm 
Hukaym/Hakim, may have been the mother of Mu'Swiya b. Hishim b. ‘Abd al-Malik 
It is also said that she was married instead to ‘Abdallah b. *Uthman b. "Affin, But this 
is unlikely, given that he died in the first year of the hijra.* 

The third daughter also married into the Umayyad family. The sources report that her 
‘bushand was “Abdallah al-Akbar b, “Uthmiin b. ‘Affin.% The fourth married ‘Abdallah 
by. ale’Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Mujjalib. His son al-Miswar is said to have died at al 
Marra.” 

For whatever reason, then, three of the four daughters of unnamed women married 
into the Umayyad family. ** These are but further links into a family that has already 
been referred to a number of times in this chapter. Although al-Harra has been 
mentioned above in this chapter, al-Miswar was the only son of ‘Abd al-Rabmiin who 
is snid to have participated in it 


1L.8.D. More Wives 

The sources mention two other wives of ‘Abd al-Rabsnlin b. "Aw: Umm Habib Habba 
bt. Jabsh b. Ri‘Ab of the Band Dadin b. Asad, Her mother was Umayma bt. ‘Abd ab 

Muttalib, Finally, another wife of his was Umm Habtba bt. Zam’a, sister of Sawda bt 
‘Zama, a wife of the Prophet, Thus, with these two women, who seem to have had no 
children with him, he had a further bond with the family of the Prophet.“ 


N62 1S, 3: 127; BL(ARA), 5: 13-4 
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Mili. Conclusions 


One cannot expect categorical conclusions from a prosopographical study in genealo- 
ies; nor can one realistically hope for generalizations that cover all cases. One can hope 
for general pattems and this chapter offers us plenty of them. As mentioned in the 
‘opening pages of this chapter, ‘Abd al-Rahman was probably in his early thirties when 
he accepted Islam. By the standards of the day—and given that he was economically 
and socially very comfortable—be had married several women of the Meccan old aris- 
tocracy by the time of the Revelations. A lange number of these marriages were into the 
Umayyad family, with indirect links to his old companion “Uthman b. ‘Affan.*” As 
‘Abd al-Rabman shifted his sights northward, with the major exception of Umm 
Kulthdim bt. ‘Ugha, he generally began to neglect his earlier marriages and established 
links with the powerful southern tribes of the conquered regions. This proved fatal to 
the careers of his children from the earlier marriages.?”* 

‘A very large majority of his children remained concentrated in the Hijiiz. Some of 
them also found a home and élite status in lraq and Egypt, where they had cognate links. 
Generally, where it was suitable, their cognate links also afforded them favor with the 
carly Umayyads in the form of official administrative posts. In this fashion, the central 
goverment was able to enjoy local support via the agency of the respected élite of the 
provinces 

The Hijiz was never a friendly place for the Umayyads. Its subversive and independ 
cent nature was diplomatically contained by the early Umayyads by the effective method 
of employing such religious élite. However, with the revolt of Ibn al-ZubayP’”—one 
Of the many revolutionary movements of the period—in which a great number of Hijtzi 
lite of political aspirations participated, the Hijtz started to become increasingly intro 
verted, ever more demanding of independence from the ruling dynasty, A major cause 
behind the wide support of these revolutionary movements was the legitimacy of the 
caliphal claims of the same religious élite who had been employed by the government 
Thus, once the flood of revolutions subsided, the Umayyads changed their provincial 
policies.” 

‘Sometime in the reign of “Abd al-Malik, the descendants of ‘Abd al-Rabmin, like the 
descendants of other élite studied in this book, were cut loose by the Umayyads. 
Although they were no longer employed by the government, it is certain that they 
continued to remain socially and politically pertinent throughout this dark period of 


27 Generally, after ‘Abs al-Rabmin b. “wf, Limayyad links were established by female descen- 
<dants from waknown women 

17" Tt would pot be unreasonable to wonder Whether these marriages di work in favor of his more 
‘successful descendants. For, although the descendants from these marriages may have failed the tests 
of carly Islamic history. the mariages themselves may have been useful political and social links for 
others of the ‘Awfid line. AS noted, many enjoyed early Umayyad patronage 

278 Indeed iti incorrect to call it that. ILonly became his revolt at a tater date, with the deaths of the 
leaders of other isterest groups 

279 Throughout this study, I wse “revolution’ place of “rebethio 
2 consensus on legitmate authority m the early Islamic pend, all movements a 
powers (and the established powers themselves) were equally legitimaie The word rebellion” implies 
the recognized legsomacy of the established authorities and it appears to me thar notions of legrumacy 
are not clear cut during this early penod 
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Hijazi history. Fora good number of them suddenly reappeared on the scene about half 
a century later, after the success of the ‘Abbasid revolution, the roots of which are 
known to have been implanted first in the Hijaz. As they assumed official posts, they 
‘again became the middlemen of the Hijiz. Quite a few of them also came out of the 
Hijiz, dragged (happily, one presumes) by their cognate links to regions north of their 
homeland. Here they gained favor with the new rulers of the Muslim world. The 
“Abbasids, in tum, could count on their kinship histories for the effective management 
of a vast empire. But they were shrewd enough not to repeat the mistakes of the 
‘Sufyanids that culminated in the post-Mu"awiya revolutions and gradually installed 
non-religious local élite in the Hija that could make few claims to legitimate rule ?7* 


* See note above 


CHAPTER III 


The Descendants of Talha b. ‘Ubaydallah 


MLi. Tatha b. “Ubaydallah: A Brief Sketch 


The Muslim sources report that Abd Mubammad Talha b. "Ubaydallah b. "Uthmiin b, 
“Amr b. Ka'b b. Sa'd b, Taym b. Murra was on a trade mission in Syria when he heard 
a monk foretell the coming of Alymad, the last of the prophets of the Arabs. He hurried 
back to Mecca, where Aba Bakr brought him to Mubammad, who had recently received 
his first revelation. Talba had no doubts about the truth of his claims and immediately 
accepted Islam. Although he neither participated in the Abyssinian migrations nor, due 
to Mubammad’s own discretion, in the battle of Badr, he nevertheless achieved a high 
rank among the early converts to Islam. After Badr, he participated in all the battles in 
Muhammad's lifetime, including Ubud, where he sustained numerous lasting wounds 
as he heroically shielded the Prophet. It is here that Muhammad declared, "Anyone who 
‘wants to see a martyr walking the earth should look at Talha."!”* Thus he was singled 
‘out as one of the ten Companions to whom Paradise was promised.?”* 

Through the Taym b, Murra, Talha was agnate kin and one of the closest companions 
of the first caliph Aba Bakr.””” Through his agnates, be was also the cousin of the Band 
Zubra b. Kildb. He was born to al-Sa'ba bt. ‘Abdallah b, "Imiid al-Hadramiyya, whose 
father was a confederate (halif) of Harb b. Umayya.”* Before her hand was given to 
Talha’s father, she was married to Abd Sufyan b. Harb, who divorced her for unspeci- 
fied reasons.’ al-Sa"ba's mother was “Atika bt. Wabb b, "Abd b, Qusryy b. Kill 8° 
We do not know much about her father. Of Abd b, Qusayy, we only know that he was 
in charge of providing pilgrims with food (rifada), excluding the Quraysh,"* We do 
know that Wabb’s grandson, Tulayb b. “Uimayr b. Wahb, whose mother was Arwa bt 

Abd al-Muttalib,% was among the first muhdjiriin and that he participated in Badr and 


al Burr, Jewhara, 2: 325, % “Palla b."Ubaydallah’(W, Madelung), £12 
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repoets that it was "Abdallah’s father who hal come to settle m Meccs 

"Bunt, Jawhara, 2-326. 0 WL, SASL: AS. 3: 2146F 

DH IS, 3: 2141: dna qurayeh Perhaps on behalf of the Quraysh 

*© On Arwa, see ab-frdha, 8, 


82 The Religious Elite of the Early Islamic Hijitz 


fell at al-Yarmak.**? al-Sa‘ba’s cognate family was of course sister to the Zuhra b. 
Kill, 

al-Sa‘ba was the sister of al~AIa b. al-Hadrami.®** Their siblings appear to have been 
landowners and merchants around Mecca in the pre-Islamic period; some of them lost 
their lives in the early battles against the Mustims.** al-‘Ala’ himself was a Companion 
and was sent as a delegate to al-Mundhir b. Sawa,*** the lord of al-Babrayn, by the 
Prophet. When the region fell to the Muslims, he was made its governor, a post he held 
until “Umar’s time. It is said that the latter then made him governor of Basra, but that 
al-’AIn’ died before taking office 

Thus through his parents Tatha had some links with tribes of south Arabia,)*? with 
the Umayyads, and the Band Hashim. He was also related to the Zuhra and the Taym, 
two important clans we have already studied in preceding chapters. It seems that some 
members of his family were notables and early converts and that at least one member 
of the extended family had some sway in eastern Arabia and possibly also in Basra.*** 
‘The importance of all these connections will become apparent as we proceed. 

Talha’s status in the early Islamic community was also bolstered by his wealth, which 
‘was second only to that of ‘Uthmain b. ‘AfRin. The sources report that his properties in 
rag yielded four to five hundred thousand dindrs and that this was but one of the many 
profitable investments in his hands. in cash alone, he left behind two million two hundred 
thousand dindrs oc dirhams.» The rest of his wealth was in land, on which he seems to 
have initiated new enterprises: for example, he is said to have been the first person to 
hhave started agricultural work in al-Quimb."" Talba owned quite a bit of property in Iraq, 
some of which may have been acquired by means of politically problematic exchanges 


in Arabia in collusion with the third caliph, a direct descendant of his family’s sometime 
ally. For example, Nashtistaj, very likely a landed estate in Kia, is reported to have been 
given to him by “Uthmiin as the first of the qufd'i' among the sawdff of the region. 
Whether this land was originally /ay’'or sifiva is not discussed in the sources. But if it 
‘was the former and the distinction between the two categories was dropped by *Uthmin, 
ds suggested by the general KGfan discontent, then the exchange was void”! Perhaps 


9 Tha 'Astkir, Parith, 25: 142. 1H, 128-35, "ahd al-hamal, 22: 483, 

8 Tahdhib al-kamal, 22: 483, Some of a-’A18's miraculous qualities are also mentioned here 

‘Mundhir b Sawa’ (MJ. Kister), £12 
Taba ts said Wo have owned some property in Hadramawt, See beh 

Talla and hus descendants later profited from the early influence of his family i these regions 
‘As we will see presently, Talba had acquired a notorious amount of wealth ia Iraq. After him, quite 2 
few of his descendants became wealthy notables inthe region and gained key political posts there (TH, 
135-40), One of them also appears io the sources as a revered apocalyptic figure of Basra. The 
Nachlass of the farly in al-Babrayn was munimal, but certainly not noo-exmtent. {Cs suggested in the 
‘account of the activites of the Kharijite AbO Fudayk and the counter offensive mounted by Talba’s 
sons and his son-tn-taw, “Umar b “Ubaydallah (Sadist, Hadhf, 78). For details, see below. 

6 There are vanous numbers on olfer here One version reports that be left behind duty million 
dirhams ws movable property and cash atu thal the ve of is springs antenanted to two million two 
hundred thousand dirhamrs and two hundred thousand inirs. tn addition to thes. be had goods. See 1S, 
3: 22206 > BL, $191. 

See Hinds, “Kufan Political Alignments." 359 where, however, the distinction between fay ‘and 
safiva 1s no mennoned; Madelung. Succession. 83. Om the problemanc history of sawiifin lands, see 
‘Saff" (Ann KS. Lambton), £/2 
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it is to assert the validity of this transaction that reports were also circulated that Talha 
had bought this property from Iragis living in the Hijaz in exchange for his share in 
Khaybar or that he had acquired it from “Uthman in exchange for property in 
Hadramawt. Whatever the case may be, this land was intensely cultivated by him and 
was highly lucrative.” In addition to these investments, Talha drew good profit from 
the Syria- Yemen trade, in which he seems to have been engaged throughout his carcer. 
His vast wealth afforded him the opportunity to be extremely generous to the poor, his 
family, and the wives of the Prophet, especially “A’isha. This earned him the lagab al- 
Fayyad 

His political alliances are a bit difficult to gauge. The sources report that he backed 
Aba Bakr as the first caliph, though there exist isolated reports that claim that he 
supported ‘Ali. He is said to have protested Abd Bakr’s choice of "Umar as the second 
caliph. Thereafter, he was a member of the Shard that brought “Uthman to power, 
although he was very likely away on a trade mission and was, therefore, unable to take 
‘an active and direct part in the decision, At the time of the crisis that led to the first civil 
‘war, Talba is said to have fucled the agitation and rage of the rebels against “Uthman. 
‘The reason for this is very likely "Uthman's promises to abandon his earlier policies of 
nepotism, from which Talha had benefited tremendously in the past." After ‘Uthmin's 
murder, Talba was favored for the caliphate by the Egyptians, though the Iraqi support 
for ‘Ali proved to be much greater. He was thus forced to pay homage to "AIL Thereafter, 
he fled to Mecca with al-Zubayt and joined "A "isha for the Camel campaign. Its during 
this campaign that he lost his life wa treacherous shot fired by Marwiin b, al-Hakam in 
retaliation for the murder of “Uthmin. This happened in 36 AH. 

Yagi, Mu jum, 5. 2090 A stream owas Basra, called Talboran, belonged w a mawld of Talba 
(Yaga, Mtjom. 1:45); Sinnin is another place near KOfa with a stream and farmlands that were aso 
sod 0 Tala by “Utne (Yq, Mu jam, 3: 431), 

7 al-thurrt, Jawhara, 2 325; BL. 12437, 5: 185-92, 18, 4 22206 

7+ tn addition wo land grants and exchanges mentioned above, “Uthmdn had given Tatba gifs 
amouoting to two hundred thousand dinars. See “Tata b. “Ubaydallah,” £1? Whether and when 
*Uthinan changes hus carer practices \s debateable 

% “Talba,’ E12, BL, 243 (B), 5. 192f. Statements regarding Talba's opposition wo the appoxntment 
of Allare wally taken tobe trve by the sources and the secondary Iterature categorically desptc the 
‘exstence of reports that stale, without mentioning duress, that he was the firs to pay bamage to him. 
Thus HL, 205 (13) and al-Burt, Jawhara, 2: 327, report that he was the frst to pay bomage to him 
(though other reports here also claim tha he waited for the teactiv of the peaple before dnang 0 and 
<dehvering the keys ofthe Treasury) It also reported that he had earlcr prefered ‘Al over Abo Fakr 
1 umagunable that Talba’s oppositin to “Ali emerged unly afer he realized that “A's success was 
rounded in his ragh support Maintaining this support meant preference for aod thus reversion 10 
“Uma nibiga policy of fund disbursements. Talba had also opposed ‘UImar earter and had backed 
“Uthenin only for 38 fog a he stood o gain fom his policies Towanda the end, as “Uthmdn considered 
rextstating ‘Umat 's mcrtcacy, Tala gradually drifted away from hirn and became aoe of his harshest 
‘entics. Thus ‘AIT success meant tremendous financial losses for Talba. In fact. the latter's vast 
[property m fraq was confiscated by “All, only to be returned 1o ane of his descendants ata tater date 
Whatever Talba's earlier position on “Ali might have been, given these details, iti difficult to argue 
that he could ever have benefited from hus success a the lime the wave of bis succession came to 
uma. As we wil se, its more likely that when the Tabs and Afids of Iraq later established marital 
links and yout interest groups the anyths of carher partnerships between theif ancestors were ead, 
Having ooted this, 11s prudent to Keepin mund that Talha’s political atitudes are a minefield. See 
“Talba” £12; BL, S: 192 2% al-Burrt, Jawhara, 2: 327 
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Udi. The Children of Talha b. ‘Ubaydallh 


Talba b. “Ubaydallah’s social capital was very diverse and, in this fact, he resembled 
“Abd al-Rahmain b. ‘Awf much more than Sa'd b. Abl Waggis. As I will note below, his 
‘marriage to Hamna bt. Jabsh, for example, allowed him direct and indiect links with 
Makhziimis, Hishimis, and Umayyads. Similar social diversity was also part of his own 
Taymi-Hadram lineage. In other words, he was close both tothe religious élite and the 
Mecean old aristocracy and such links served a8 the foundations for the social and 
politcal history of his descendants. The contacts of the Talbids with the tribal élite 
appear to be rather limited despite the fact that a vast amoust of their fortune and 
support was based in rag, This fet, along with the observation that a number of Talhids 
migrated northwards from the Hijiz already during the early Umayyad period 
(something one does not observe for the Sa'dids or ‘Awfids until the early "Abbisid 
period), leads one to conclude that they may have settled as a landowning élite, 
somewhat isolated from the miltary-tribal structures of rag, Following the pattern of 
other families studied above, they seem to have severed their main ties with the 
Umayyads (and to have returned tothe Hitz) some time around the middle ofthe reign 
of ‘Abd al-Malik. 

‘Yet this conclusion is also somewhat confusing in light of the strong kinship tes the 
Talbids established with the ‘Als and the ‘Abbasids, both of whom had substantial 
support among southern tribes in Iraq, Unlike the Sa’dids and the "AWfids, why did the 
Talbids not have strong cognate connections with the southern tribes (especially in view 
‘oftheir contacts with the ‘Alfds and the “Abbisids)? I think the explanation for this 
phenomenon fies inthe structural roles the Talhids played in their kinship networks: 
they appear to be social brokers among their various cognate religious élite kinsfolk 
and generally do nat lie on the peripheral boundaries of the networks, where ties with 
the tribal élite often seem to exist. In kinship terms this meant that the Talhids were 
patrilineally even less endogamous than the families studied above, though they were 
more ‘sociable” across cognate lines, Put another way, relative to the Said and the 

Awfids, the cognate pull onthe Talbids did not produce distinet matrilineal group; it 
nly diversified their identity across social segments. This enhanced their social and 
political prestige in the early ‘Abbisid period, when a number of Talbids briefly 
‘emerged in prominent political roles 

Talba’s descendants should be divided along these following six tines that are 
discussed below: (1) the children of Hama bt Jabsh; (2) the children of Su’ di Bt. “AWwf, 
(3) the children of Khawla bt al-Qu'qi’; (4) the children of Umm Klthim bt. Abi 
Bakr; (5) the children of Umm Abiin bt. Shayba; and (6) concubines and women whose 
children left no known progeny. 


Mii. 1. The Children of Hama bt. Jahsh 


Hamna bt. Jabsh b. Ri°th b. Ya*mur b. Sabra b. Murra b. Kabir b, Ghanm b. Didiin b. 
Asad b, Khuzayma hailed from family known fr its early mass conversion to Islam.” 

1 Three chikiren of fabs “Absa “Ubsyclih ant AN Ama converted befor the Propet 
caveedal-Aram's hose (IS. 3:17). See alo, 4 102 fr fre det oferty converses frm 
hs erp. 
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Like the matemal grandfather of Talha b. “Ubaydallih, her father was a confederate 
(halif) of Harb b. Umayys.2”* This was perhaps one common link that had brought the 
two families together. Hamna was born to Umayma bt, ‘Abd al-Muttalib—another 
common link with Talba's family—and was the sister of Zaynab bt, Jahsh, a wife of the 
Prophet. At least two of her brothers, “Abdallah and *Ubaydallah, participated in the 
second Abbysinian Migration, where the latter converted to Christianity. “Abdallah, who 
‘was Hamna’s full brother, later returned to Mecca and performed the hijra with all the 
members of the Bani Ghanm b. Dadin. This “Abdallth also led the first Muslim raid at 
Nakhla®® Before Talba, Hammna was married to Mus'ab b. “Umayr b, Hshim, a 
‘Companion of the Prophet who participated in Badr and lost his life at Ubud. He was 
responsible for teaching the Qur"in to the Medinans and for converting them to the new 
religion before the hijra.%* By Mus'ab, Hamna bore a daughter named Zaynab, who 
married the traditionist ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abdallih b. Abi Umayya b. al-Mughira al- 
Makhziimi, a nephew of Umm Salama, a wife of the Prophet.*°" 

Ifthe pattems observed in previous chapters serve as any general guide, itis likely 
that this was Talha’s first marriage. For the impressive credentials of Hammna’s family 
‘mirror those of the first wives of other Companions we have so far studied: she strength- 
ened Talba’s links with the Umayyads, the Makhzim, the Band Hashim, and, more 
specifically, the immediate family of the Prophet. Members of her extended family were 
also leading early converts from the Meccan aristocracy. In many ways, her fumily also 
resembled Talha's. especially his cognates, as described above. 

Hamna bt. Jabsh had two sons by Talha, Mubammad and “Imrin. The former w: 
very likely Talha’s oldest son and was known by the /agab al-Saijid due to his model 
piety. He is also said to have had the kunya of Aba al-Qasim. Other than reports of 
his legendary piety, the sources tell us little more than that he carried the banner at the 
Battle of the Camel and was killed there. He was also mourned by "Alf as the latter 
surveyed the corpse-littered field after the battle. Again, it is unclear whether this report 
is the product of later retrojection. For as we will see, the Talhids developed some 
strong associations with the “Alids not long after the dust settled at the Battle of the 
Camel.” 

Mubammad , Talba fathered three sons and a daughter, all of whom were born to 
Khawla bt. Manzi b, Zabbiin b. Sayylr al-FazAriyya. Khawla’s family had strong 
connections with the Zubayrids: her sister, Tumidir, for example, was the mother of 
Hamza, Khubayb, Thabir, al-Zubayr, and Ruqayya, all children of ‘Abdallah b. al- 
Zubayr.*% The four boys are said to have stayed with their maternal grandfather in the 
desert. There they served him until they came to maturity and rejoined their father, 


1S, 8241 
1S, 3:80; BL, 1: 88, 12437, 5: 195. ° thn Hibbian, Dhigat, 1: 187, 3: 368, 
** NQ. 19; al-sdbe, &: 163. For more details oa his family, which counted some important admin 

\strators arnong «ts oumbers. see TH. 146-4 
“© That he was Abi al-Qasim Muhammad is debated. {tts argued that the Prophet gave him oaly 

his name, not his Aunpa. See BL, 5: 19S, where it states that be may have been Abd Sulayman or AbO 

shag, See also IH, 135-40. 

° NQ, 281; al-Burri, Jawhara. 2: 329; Sadist, Hadh, 78: 1S, 3: 214 
© tha MAkGIB, /Amdi, 4: 28: Another sister of hers, Zajla, was also married to "Abdallah b. al- 
Zubayr. 
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Mangiir b, Zabbiin came to Medina to protest their departure but failed to recover 
them.®* After Muhammad fell and against her father’s wishes Khawla herself may 
have been married to Ibn al-Zubayr. Her father again came to Medina and was able to 
rally considerable QaysT support there against the marriage. Thus it was successfully 
dissolved and Khawla was then married off to al-Hasan b. “Ali, by whom she was 
mother of al-Hasan al-Madani.*°* 

We do not know much about Khawla’s father, except that he was very likely a Kiifan 
transmitter and that sometime in his later years, be joined the army of Hishiim b. “Ab 
al-Malik, He is also said to have transmitted from Hishiim and al-Walid b, Yaz." His 
grandson Zuhayr b, Mudarris b. Mangir was very likely a notable who built om his 
grandfather's connections, for he was sent as a notable delegate to Hishiim b ‘Abd al- 
Malik. 4 

Thus with Khawla’s family there wis some noticeable ambiguity in political commit- 
ments, Her father certainly seems to have been against the Zubayrid cause; yet several 
of his daughters and his grandchildren were attracted to it. Earlier in his life he very 
likely had some connections with KAfa and with the ‘Alids of Medina. But later we find 
him and his grandson in the company of Umayyads. On the basis of these details, we 
‘may surmise that ManzOr was on amicable terms with the Zubayrids and Talbids at 
some point; that he then tured to the ‘Ali after the Battle of the Camel, although some 
of his children did not; and that later he joined the Umayyads, Some of these political 
tensions also seem to have been part and parcel of Tatha b, *Ubaydallah's own life” 
and were inherited by Mubammad b. Talha’s descendants. 

Of Mubammad’s four children, Diw0d, Sulaymiin, and Umm al-Qasim are nonde- 


script! On the other hand, his son Ibrahim and his descendants are the most widely 
discussed of all the Tulbids. Like his relatives, Ibrahim was a Madani with KOfan links. 
His cognate links through his aunts and possibly his mother earned him the coveted post 
of head of the Ahura in Kifa during the caliphate of thn al-Zubayr*"" I is likely that 
he held this post until the collapse of the Zubayrid caliphate and that he thereafter 
retumed fo his hometown. It was perhaps there that he took up the responsibility of 


raising the children of his half-brother, al-Hasan b, al-Hasan b, ‘Ali—a task that be is 
said to have performed with model fairness and with due attention to his duty as their 
kinsman.t!? 

‘Around this time also Ibrahim gained the favor of al-Hayjaj, who was now installed 


© the Hibbin, Thigdl, 4: 169) Tha "Asai, Tarith, 11: 162, Kis reported that their mother might 
have been of the Hand Dit b, Bakr. Hamza, Khubayb, and Thibit were all Medinan. Manz is said to 
Ihave used them as quasivstaves (bi) 

0 NQ, ASM; Burt, Jawhara, 1: 354-5; fbn Misi, Pm, 6: 242; af-Fiawal ‘id al-ridliyya, 1: 22 
hm ‘Asikir, Pari, 19: 63, 

0 L-Razt, Jarh, 8: 406; fm “Astkie, Farikh, 60: 360: the person mentioned here (along with his 
sgrandson Mudarris) is Manctir b, Zabbn b, Sayy/r b, Mane ab-P art So 1 am ni sure A Us is the 
‘same pervon, though there 1» a good possibly that he « 

+ Bou "Askar, TAPWA, 19: 125, 

“See above and the further Talbid-"Alid links discussed below 

90 4S, 5:52, 140; Moa *Asakir, Tarik, 7: 149 

+01 IH, 135-40; NQ, 283; al-Burtt, Jawhara, 2°330; Mw al-Jaweel, al-Muntasam. 7: 46M; Fahd 
ab-hamal, 2: 72; ale, Thigdt 1: 208, 

*NQ, BAIT. This cognate relation lef a lasting lewscy for his family. See below. 


The Descendants of Talha b. ‘Ubaydallah 87 


over the region. This connection brought him to the court of ‘Abd al-Malik, where be 
‘was honored by the caliph for his good character, and also secretly communicated to 
hhim the desire of the Hijtzis to be nid of al-Bajj8j. This wish was granted him, though 
his complaints against his companion never reached the latter's ear." It is perhaps at 
this time that “Abd al-Malik appointed him karib of the diwan of Medina. 

To some extent, then, Ibrahim's career seems to nde on the coattails of his maternal 
grandfather: he had early profitable links with the Zubayrids; he sustained some 
contacts with what was then the moderate wing of the ‘Alids; and, after Ibn al-Zubayr, 
he gained some favor with the Umayyads 

Some familiar patterns of Umayyad policy now begin to reemerge: it seems that not 
Jong after he was given the post of hiti, Ibrahim was removed in favor of tb Khinja 
al-Ansisi.4!4 Perhaps around this time, ‘Abd al-Malik appointed his own maternal 
uncle, Nafi" b. “Algama, as governor (dmil) of Mecea, and he forcibly took away a 
portion of Ibrahim’s property in Mecea and very likely also in Medina! tbrahim then 
complained to ‘Abd al-Malik, who did not judge in his favor; nor did any of the 
‘Umayyad caliphs after him. The property was finally restored briefly to his descendants 
by al-Rashid. The caliph then confiscated it and it remained in the hands of the 
‘Abbasids until it was handed over to the descendants of Nafi’ by al-Ma‘mdn. Whether 
‘or not the property originally belonged to the Talhids is a moot point. Whatever the truth 
of the claims of either side may have been, itis worth noticing that the position of the 
Umayyads vis-i-vis the Hijizi religious élite had changed drastically in the latter half 
of Abd al-Malik’s reign and that it generally so persisted until the early “Abbasid 
period. At that time, the religious élite reemerged only to sink again very quickly, These 
are familiar and, by now, predictable patterns. *"* 

» on abJawet, al Muntaqam, 7° 46fF; a-amaws, Phamarital-awrd, 261 

thea Hab, Miuhabhar. 3771 tn previous chapters, we have already crame across this pattern of 
appountments startmg un the later half of “Abd al-Malik's reign. The caliph seems to have given 
‘postions to the descendants cf the rliprous elite early in his cateer and thereaftcs largely empleved 
the Angi and the Makheim With afew exceptions, the descendants ofthe religious élite remained on 
the sidetines untl the beginning of the “Abbied period, when they reemerged briefly Thereafter, they 
‘again disappeared in favor ofthe Anpas and Makheim 

BL, 7: 134-5, 387 (unsuccessful lea before Hisham wo return the property); Hoa "AsAkit, Tari, 
7 146; NQ, 282-4, 

4% The sources report that when Roaitn registered his usual complaint with Hisham b. “Abd a 
Malik the late threatened wo hit hi It also reported that he had exchanged some harsh words with 
him. See BL, $: 197; NQ, 2K2-4; IB, 149. BL, 7: 390: we are also wold that fbeabim’s father was 
srotably flogged by Khalid al-Quse when be wa appointed over Mecca by al-Walld bs ‘Abs al-Malik 
‘As his father died inthe Battle of the Camel (NO. 281; HL, 5: 196 and above, his isa likely error for 
tus son or for “Abdallah b, Shaya. BL, 5: 18 also reports tht hie father was flogged because of some 
‘words exchanged between him and the governor. Agam, this ta likely repetition ofthe earlier report 
bby Haladhur. to which be refers here explicitly. There vs further evidence regarding the ef hetween 
{brahim and the Umayyads that bns at ats polivcal nature and the struggle for power that hastened i 
a0 unnamed daughter of fbralm was married for some time to ‘Lima b. ‘Abel al~"Aziz abd had one 
cul by hum. The latter divorce her because, presumably despute warnings, Rahim use! 0 raterfere 
10 official judgments over allercations in Medina. Whea “Umar was appointed over Medina and 
ocahim comtioed his practice. the former asked the later's daughier to tell hin to destt Aer thrce 
unsuccessful warnings. “Limar diverced her Rorkbitn then faced further rouble fromm the new gaverDue 
“Uhm b. Hayy/inal-Mucrt, who was successfully curbed at "Umar, ‘Abd al-’Azi2s request (TH 
135-40; NQ, 284f1 ) All thes suggests rising contention over power in the post-Abd al-Malik period. 
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The sources mention seventeen children of Ibrahim b. Muhammad. With few excep- 
tions, they had strong links with either the Talibids snd/or the “Abbasids. Nine of these 
children were born to Umm Ya"qab bt. Isma“ll b. Talba. I will return to discuss her 
father presently. For now, suffice it to say that he was one of the greatest champions of 
the Zubayrid cause. Umi Ya‘qib’s mother was Luba bt. ‘Abdallah b. al-"Abbis, who 
had been married earlier to “AIT. ‘Abdallih b. Ja°far and had several children by him. 
‘She then married IsmA‘ft b. Talba and had Ya'qab and Umm Ya"qib by him. After 
|sma'fl divorced her for unknown reasons, she married Mubammad b. “Ubaydalla b. 
abAbbas.*"7 Thus Umm Ya'qib very likely circulated in the same social and political 
‘camps as her cousin and husband, Tbrahim, and strengthened his ‘Abbasid and Talibid 
tbonds.*"* She also added to Ibrihim’s impressive Zubayrid baggage. Unfortunately, we 
know nothing about her children, except that two of them—Ya"qab and $alib—were 
Qurasht notables and that at least one of these two was a Madani“! 

A lot more information is available about individuals from the generation of 
Ibrahim’s grandchildren onwards. Muhammad b, Mos’ b. Ibrahim may have profited 
from his parents’ ‘Abbasid connections, For he is credited with recovering from al- 
Rashid the property once confiscated from his grandfather by Nafi’ b. “Algama.®° And 
hhis brother ‘Abdallah b, Mask was a Madani and was appointed over the shurta of 
Medina very likely by al-Rashid.*®! The TAlibid links were preserved by the descen- 
ddants of Unn Ya'qOb’s son Ya'qab; for one of them married Ise b,Ja'farb. bedi 
b. Muhammad b. ‘AIT. ‘Abdallah b Ja‘far b. AbTTAIib. Her son ‘Tsit was imprisoned 
bby Abd al-Saj in Kafa, where he died during al-Mu'tazz’s reign. Finally, a good 
umber of the descendants of one of Umum Ya'qib’s sons, $alib, resided in Medina, 
some as late as the mid-third century. They must have retained their élite status and local 
significance, for one of them, Maryam bt. Salih, received a marriage proposal from the 
«gadi of Medina that was rejected by the Talbids.°? The reasons are unknown. 

This qddt was very likely ‘Abd al-’Aziz b, al-Mutfalib al-MakhzGml, who was 
appointed over Medina for al-MangGr at the time of the revolt of Mubammad b, 

Abdallih. He retained this post as the governors changed guard and may well have been 
appointed in the same capacity at the time of al-Mahdf “2 Why the marriage proposal 
sas rejected is unclear, but I am tempted to say that it had something to do with his 
being a co officer at the time of a revolt by an ‘Alid, a descendant of 


Athbtral‘abbrts, 117-19. 
A some point, Umim Yaga was sso married to Muhammad al-Agghae bh. “Abdalh b “Amr. 
Uthman (see NQ, 117-19), Although ths mamage retforced her Umayyad cognate connections in 
vam 18 ft» further estioay wo ber pro- Tabi iclinations. For Muhammad b.‘Abdlsh al- 
‘Madani was killed hy a: Mansr oo the night he heard news of the rebethoo of Muhammad “Abdallah 
> a-Hasan, his half-brother through his mother For more information on her extended aad ancestral 
we links, se the last section of this chaplet, See also Bukit, al-Tarith al-kabi. 1: 188 
‘99 BL, $: 19%; IH, 135-40, 623; al-urt, Jawhana, 2: 330; NO, 284fE; Sabbhiwt, Tubfa, = 227- 
4 fbn Hibbin, Fig, 6 454, 24 
40) BL. 5: 198-9: IK, 78; Saki, Tub, 2: 426-7; haba, arith, 12: 140; Revs, Jarb, 5: 16, 
Isfahan, Magati, 434 
#5 TH 135-40, NO, 2AM; Sakhiwt, Tuba, 2: 227-8, 2-263; tba Hibbs, Thige, 6: 454; Tabi 
isha, 394; Wat, Akbar, 1: 207: Samo, 4°70: tho a-Quysarin,al-Ansi, 152; Ab Nu'ayen 
al-fsbahint Tarith ibahin, 2: 87: Rij alist, 239, al-Tafnsht, Nag al-rifdl, 3: 66. See also 
Sabistart,yhdb imam al-sdig. 2-244, ‘+ ab Usfar, Tarith 353, 
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Muhammad b. Talba's half-brother, al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. "AIT. The latter, we 
remember, was raised by Ibrahim b. Talba. Nevertheless, we know that some of 
Ibrahim’s descendants fared well with al-Rashid and that, along the way, several 
“Abbasid links had been established. Perhaps the relationship of Ibrahim's descendants 
with the new dynasts came to stabilize only by the time of al-Rashid. (This isa likely 
‘conclusion in the light of what is to come in the last chapter.) This may be inferred from 
al-Mangdir's track record with the Talbids: he is said to have killed the husband of 
Ibrahim b, Talba’s daughter, Umm Kulthim bt. Ibrahim. But this is perhaps understand- 
able, for she was married to the Madani Mubammad al-Asghar b. ‘Amr b. *Uthmiin b, 
“Affian, who was not only an Umayyad but was also (unsurprisingly) the maternal half 
brother of Mubammad b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan, Mansiir is said to have killed him the 
night news of the latter's revolt reached him.®? The very early ‘Abbsid relationship 
with the descendants of Ibrahim was thus likely sullied by their associations with a 
militant wing of the ‘Alids. At the time of al-Mangii, only one descendant of Ibrabim 
b. Talba was appointed to office: Mubammad b. *Imrin b. Ibrihim (see below). This 
Mubammad had beld this same post before under the Umayyads. So the appointment 
might have been for the sake of continuity of administration and was very likely due to 
Muhammad's cognate MakhzGnt links (see below). 

The children of fbrihim and Unum Ya'qab were then largely Medinan and kept close 
ties with the Talibids and the early ‘Abbasids, especially starting from the time of al 
Rashid. Like other families studied in this book, they may have been in the good books 
of the Umayyads up until the middle of ‘Abd al-Malik’s reign. Thereafter, a clear rift 
developed. 

Isma’l b. Ibrahim b, Muhammad, who was the son of a concubine, was married to 
‘Subayga bt. Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Harith b. Nawfal b. al-Harith b, ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib. Her father was  Medinan and a granddaughter of his was married to "Umar 
b. ‘All Zayn al-"Abidin.** We have already come across Subayqa’s paternal grandfather 
(also called Babba), who was chosen by the Blasrans as their governor after the death 
of Ypzid and the fight of his governor Ibn Ziyd. He held the post only for a month and 
later participated in the revolt of Ibn al-Ash'ath.**? Subayga was earlier married to al 
Harith b. al-Muttalib of the Band Rabi'a b. al-Hanth b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib. | was not able 
to find information about ber busband, but his ancestor, Rabi'a, may have been an carly 
champion of the “Alid cause.*°* She then married “Umar. ‘AIT. al-Elasan/Husayn b, 
“AIT, Abi Talib. After Ismail b. Ibrahim, she married Ismi‘flb. ‘Abdallah b. Ja°far, 
‘Afier the latter's death she remarried Ismail b, fbrihim and then a descendant of “Umar 
b. al-Khattab, 

Thus, in addition to being generally a Hashim’ alignment with individuals having, 
anti-Umayyad and probable pro-"Alid leanings, this marriage brought with it more 
general Talibid links. The family counted Medina and Basra as its homes. This is a well- 
known pattern of ties for Ibrahim’s family and mirrors also the marital alliances of his 
ancestors.“ We do not know where Ismé"i] b. Ibrahim hailed from, but one of his 


Bukhari, of-Tarith al-babir, 1: 138. *©* See Baybagf, Lubab al-ansib, $58. 
©” ‘See “al-Mahdi" (W. Madelung), E72 and °al-Nawfalt’ (Ch. Pellat), E12. See also Tagrib al 

tahdhih, > 94 and the previows chapter “* Madelung, Succession, 37,0. 27. 
2 See Tha Habib al-Mukabbar. 445¢; 8, $:324; NO. 284(f 
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descendants, Aba Ishaq Taha b. ‘Ubaydallah b. Mubammad b. Isma’7l b. Ibrahim b- 
Muhammad b. Talba, was an akhbdri and author who lived in Baghdad and/or Basra 
and died in 271 AH. 

Another descendant of Ibrahim b. Tatha, Nab b. Ibrahim, who was born 10 a 
concubine, was married to “Abda bt. ’AliZayn al-"Abidin.‘Abda was earlier married to 
Muhammad b. Mu"dwiya b. ‘Abdallah b. Ja‘far b. Abi Talib; to “Als b. al-Hasan b. al- 
‘Hasan b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali; and/or "Ali b. al-Husayn b. al-Hasan b. “AlL*” Here again 
old cognate bonds persisted. 

Finally, “lmin b. Ibrahim b, Mubammad b. Talbs was the maternal half brother of 
‘Umar b, Marwiin b. al-Hakam,*" His mother was Zaynab bt. “Umar b, Abi Salama al- 
Makin, a daughter ofthe Prophet's stepson.**” Her father was aso the governor of 
l-Bahrayn for ‘AN4™ Zaynab's matemal grandmother was Lubia bt. “Abdallah bal 
"Abbiis, who was also the mother of Ibrahim b, Mubaamad’s wife, Umm Yaga. Thus 
in this mamage, Ibrahim b. Muhammad had reinforced an old marriage bond and had 
‘established a new Makhvimé link 

Given his connections. we should expect the fates ofthe children of this “Imran to 
be similar to those of their cousins. A daughter of his, Hafsa, was married to 
Muhammad b, ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr, "Uthmin b.Affin.* She had Rugayyaal-Sughra 
by him, Ruqayya was married to Ibrihim b, "“Abdalli b, al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. "All 
'b. Abi Talib,*” but he died before consummating the marriage, She was then married 
 Mubammad b, [brahim al-Imim b, Muhammad b. “AN b. "Abdallih b. al-'Abbits.”” 
‘She was also married to ‘Awn b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib." The "Abbiksid and 
‘Ald contaets of this line are obvious. 

“Imrin b. Ibrihim’s son Muhammad followed in the footsteps of his Makhziimi 
‘cognates and marned Asmé” bt Abi Salama b. “Umar b. Abi Salama al-Makhaiient.* 
Perhaps because they preferred thew Makhzdmi blood, this line fared better than their 


41 See thn ab-Nadim, Firat, 136; layhd,Hadiyat altri, 1: AX) Ohare be appears as 8 
Taio; Kaba, Mm abn alifin 5:42. Muhacumod Leis Rien ws a ester 
WL, 51950). 
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s1-Uuaynb.'AIL For sequences of maages snd varants in eames (al of hem “AR, ce also 
74, NU was found at eas om one occasions Medina and was pase by the yi the ety. See 
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‘Ubu maternal wc. Eastern Arabia hardly eve cccur the hora recon ofthe decen- 
aos of tei ue tly vo this Dk hoes ake a few agence i hs caper Ths mst 
hemore han aconcicoce ands wuggestve of ends Tal ns wih the repo. 

© She a aie hs se Qh, Between marying hen, de was be the wae of Hea 
"Ab al-Malik  omewhat usa match, but one that was 2000 disoved by him. Several other 
srariages of Hafsa's were also dissolve. No explanations ven See BL, $198, On the in of Ame 
"Uthat woul with he Umayyads an "Abtowks, ands connections wath he ARS ee the 
ext chapter 

1 She alo sid wo have bem marie ois iter. See Bt, 3: 196-4 

4°" This mamage was very bey a toeans wo subve and ecco the revolutionary clement See 
the last chapter on sxb phenomena 

4 Gavel hese macrags, she was calle har a-acwily, See IH, 3; NQ, 117-19 and foe mee 
rmarages and mamage sequences, sce Hn Habib, Muubhyr 45.46 © NO. DME 
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cousins with the very early "Abbasids. For Mubammad was the gddi of Medina for al- 
Mansi, a post he held until his death.“ His son, Ms, held the: same post under al- 
Rashid.#* Another son, “Abdallah, was the qdd of Mecca and Medina during the time 
of al-Rashid. He may also have been the gad of Medina for al-Mahdi. Later in his life, 
“Abdallah was invited by al-Rashid to join him in Baghdad. Thereafter, he was in the 
caliph’s company and died in his presence in 189 AH.“ 

This line of Ibrahim’s family had thus kept Talibid and ‘Abbasid cognate relations 
similar to those of their cousins“? One subsection appears to be deeply connected with 
the revolutionary elements of the late Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid periods. Another 
section was somewhat more successful during the late Umayyad period. It also gained 
favor with the early ‘Abbasids. Generally Medinans like their cousins, the descendants 
of this line were also particular favorites of al-Rashid. At least some of them left the 
Hijiz at the beginning of the ‘Abbasid period.“ 

We do not have as euch information about “Imrie b, Talba or his family as we do 
about his brother Mubainmad b, Talba. Nevertheless, what little we do come across in 
the sources accords with the patterns noted above. ‘Imrin appears as a Madan‘ trans- 
mitter and a delegate to Mu"Awiya. He is also credited with recovering from ‘AIK his, 
father’s property in Nashista), peshaps simply because, according to ‘AI, he had only 
taken over the property so that it should not fall into the wrong hands “Imrin was 


© As T mentioned above, itis possible that Mubasmnmad was given this post by al-Mangar in view 
‘ofthe fact that he had held it before under the Umayyads. tn other words, be might simply have been 
an expenenced administrator But given the generally detenorating relationship between frabimn b. 
Mubammad and his descendants, 00 the one hand, and the Umayyads. on the other, Mubammad’s 
‘earlier appoentment by the Umayyads tila lite dificult to explain. Pests thew Makin partial 
ity belped, something which, in contrast o their cousins, who preferred Hashimis (wnd, mare specifi 
«ally, Hasaokls), would have won thea the favor of the Umayyads and the "AMtisids (see the previens 
chapter for the Umayyad and ‘Abbasi! patterns and significance of appointments un the Hijha). 1s 
also possible that “Imein's cognate Marwhnd kinshyp was useful. Perhaps there was also a passiny 
‘effort oo the part of later Umayyads, such as Hisham b. ‘Abe al-Mali, o establish some bonds with 
this family. Ax mentioned above, be was briefly married to a sister of Mubammad b, thrahim. The 
impressive links that such a marriage would have procured with his rivals are obvious. 1H, 135-40; 
BL, 5; 196-8; NO, 24ff; al-Burrt, Jawhara, 2: 330, 1K, THE; tom alJawz, Munapam, 8: 1704; 
Saka, Tuhfa, 3; 687%; Wak", AbAbr quads, 1: 181A; Nom Uibbn, Taig, 7: 367, 

11H, 135-40, 

2 Samn'knl, 1: 4981; IH, 135-40; BL, 5: 196-8; NO, 281 ff; IK, 78f; Sakhiwwt, Tulfo, 2402-3, 
‘Abdallah also owned some springs south of Medina. See Bak, Mu jam ‘al~Ajrad’ and Hamdan, Sifat, 
Rashad,” 170. 

“© The significance of the Talibid and ‘Abbasid links will become clear in the last chapter Here 
should simply be noted that, in most cases, ‘Abbasid contacts inthe reign of al-Mangir were probably 
established by the dynasts to subdue the revolutionary clements that constituted the Hasanid wing, By 
the time of al-Rashid, a numer of the Hisazi élite families had been successfully coaxed into jumping 
‘onto the ‘Abbasid bandwagon, This is reflected ot only ip the details bere, but also in what has been 
Jaid dowa in previous chapters aod what isto come inthe final chapter 

«Iris not surprising that the only line to be patronized by al-Mans0r was also drawn to is 
Makhzimi cognates and had fewer contacts with the ‘Alids than their cousins, The significance of this 
wil become clear in the last chapter. For now. tts sufficicot to be mindful of the fact that most of the 
Abhiisid patronage for this family dated from the reign of al-Rashid. 

41H, 135-40; BL, S: 195f:NQ. 28140; ak Buri. Jawhara, 2-330; 1K. 780. 1S, 3: 214ff. Saka 
Tifa, 3: 288: Iba *Asikr, Tarith, 43: S07; Dhahabi, Tarikh, 6: 82; tho Hibban, Thigat, 5: 218, Nba al 
‘Ahir, Usd ab- ghia. 4-134: Tahhib ol-tahdhib, 8: 118; 1S, 5; 166, 
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married to Umm Kulthiim bt. al-Fad! b. al’Abbas b, al-Muttalib. Umm Kulthdm was 
first married to al-Hasan b. ‘Ali, by whom she bad three sons and a daughter. After he 
divorced her, she married Abii Miish ‘Abdallah b. Quys al-Ash’ari. She had three sons 
by him. “Imrin was her third husband. A fier he divorced her, she is said to have retumed 
to Abii Misa's home in K.fa, where she spent her last days. Thus "Imrln’s marriage 
further secured “Abbasid and ‘Alid links during the early Umayyad period. 

We know nothing about his descendants except that his son Muhammad b. “Imran 
married Umam Yabya bt. Mubammad b. "Urwa b.al-Zubayr and that one of “Imran's 
distant descendants, “Ubaydalla b. Ishq b, Hammad b. Masa b, “Inrin b. Tall, was 
probably a Madani transmitter #” Mubammad b, “Imriin’s marriage obviously meant 
the reinforcement of old Zubsyrid connections and, given “Urwa b. al-Zubayr's later 
position with the Umayyads, the marriage may have afforded him some favor with the 
rulers. 

How the son of a man with such seemingly strong ‘Ald and “Abbiisid bonds in the 
tradition of his ancestors and cousins managed to come to the Umayyad side is difficult 
10 surmise. Given the chronology of his wife's marriages, itis unlikely that she was 
married to him before the collapse of Zubayrid rule, Muhammad b. “imrin's mother, 8 
daughter of Awf b.al-Hlrith b. ‘Awf b. Abi Hiritha al-Murri, may also be counted in 
the Umayyad camp, not only because of her Murr lincage,*™® but also because a sister 
of bers, Mulayka, was married to al-Hakam b. Abi al-"Ag and had several children by 
hism.**! ‘Thus it scems that part of “Imein b, Talba’s family looked very similar to his 
brother's for his generation. Perhaps some time after the collapse of the Zubsyrid rule 
he married two women, one & Zubayrid, another a Murri, both of whom had strong 


Umayyad connestions. He may thus have been pulled into the Umayyad camp and its 
ppethups for this reason that, as with other such families, the names of his descendants 
divappeared with the coming of the ‘Abbiksids. 


4% BL, 5: 196(T; Ihe Hui, al-Mubabhar, 437C; NQ, 25(C An alternative chroookogy of het 
‘marriages alony wit the claim that Aba Masa and ab-ttasan both ded and did aot divorce he found 
in tha Hab, cited above 

‘7 tho al-Athir, Und a-ha 4:13, fon Habib, Muhabbar, 432; Tahdhib a-amil, 2° 485, 

+ On "Urwa, see* “Ulewa b.al-Zuba’ (Ci. Sehoeler, £22; see also Roo ’Askix, Tvl, $4: 208 
‘Mubammad b.“Uirwa's mother was a sater of Marwaa b.al-Hakam (see fo *Asakie,Tarabh, 4: 211) 
‘Un Yabya be, Mubammad, “tmrin was also marnied to al-Hakam b. Yaby&'b “Unwa b. al-Zubayr 
then 10 Umayya b, ‘Abdalla. Kid b Asi: Uhem wo al-Hlkaenb, Vay al-Hakaen Abt al-"As: 
‘thea to Muhammad b.“lmcho b. Talla then se was remarried to al-Hakansb. Yaby@  “Urwa The 
hae divorced ber (see note 68 fot references) Al hese individuals bad some measure of amicable 
relanons wath the Umayyads + See footnote shove 

‘06 l-Hlarith ‘Aw was from the Murra-Ghatafin, from which hailed quite « few Umayyad 
political ari miliary leaders, inchating the famous Muslin b, “Ugha, Despite al-HUth' conversa 
‘which was late and seems to have heen tn View of the Prophet's certain success the Murra remained 
hostile to the Propet. In terms of his religious status then he is closer wo the Umayyad than tothe catty 
teligious élite On further kinship relations between the Murra and the Umayyads. see fa "Asahi 
Tarith, Al: 29, See also tba ‘Asikir, Tarith, 24: 47%; ‘Murra’ (Etta Landau-Tasseron), E22 

‘01 1S, 5: 166; Ibn °Asikir, arith, 5, 177, ote S. AwfA’s daughter had atleast four sons by “Tench 
by Tals. See Mha al-Athi, (isd al-ghdba, 4 138, On al-Hinth b. “Aw, the waror of the Arabs and 
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MLii.2. The Children of Su'da bt. “Awf 


Su'da bt. ‘Awfb. Khinija b. Sinn b. Abi Hiritha al-Murri hailed from the same tribe 
as one of the wives of *Imriin b. Tala we met above. Her father, like his Murri cousin, 
al-Hiarith b. ‘Awf, was an important tribal leader and diplomatic peacemaker? As may 
be expected, her Murr lineage bad afforded her good links with the Umayyads.** For 
‘example, in addition to having two sons by Talba, she also bore Salama b. “Abdallah b. 

al-Walid al-Makhziimi and al-Mughira b. “Abo al-Rabmn b al-Harith b. Hishiim al- 
Makhziimi.** We do not know much about Salama bt. ‘Abdallah’s father, but we do 
know that Salama himself was a Madani and probably moved to Damascus in the time 
‘of Mu’awiya. Here he fathered a son who was named Ayyiib by the caliph himself. 
Salama was at one point the head of the shurja of Medina. This was very likely for the 
Umayyads, for he is said to have come to Medina after having spent some time in 
Damascus and then to have returned in the time of Hishim b. “Abd al-Malik. A grand- 
daughter of Salama, named Umm Salama bt. Ya°qib b. Salama, married two 
Umayyads, before she brought herself to the attention of al-Saffab, who married ber. 

This last marriage was very likely contracted at the end of the Umayyad caliphate, when 
the alliances of this group seem to have shifted in other quarters as well: for example, 
Ismi'llb, Ayyiib b. Salama is reported to have come as a delegate to Hishim b. ‘Abd 
‘al-Malik to complain about the imprisonment of his father. The latter had found himself 
in the bad books of the Umayyads when he married Fatima bt, al-Hasan b, al-Hasan, 

After coming to power, al-Saffab made Ismail b. Ayyb governor of Mecca. These are 
all clear signs of shifting alliances. Su'di''s other son, al-Mughira b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin, 
was a Medinan. He lived in Syria for some time and participated in the Umayyad 

Byzantine frontier raids on several occasions with Maslama b. ‘Abd al-Malik. His 
family had close kinship links with the Umayyads ** 

‘Su'da's Talbid son Yabya b. Talba very much resembled his cognates. He married 
‘one of his half-brother's sisters, Sawda bt, ‘Abd al-Rabeniia b. al-Harith.4% She had 
tice children by him. Of two we know nothing, but, as ean be expected, the third was 
found in the Umayyad camp: her grandmother's namesake, Su'da bt. Yabyi, was 
‘married to Sulaymniin b, ‘Abd al-Malik “°° 


#2 NQ.281 
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There are perhaps some signs of shifting alignments in Yaby@ b. Talba’s marriages 
toa daughter (perhaps two daughters) of Abd Miss al-Ash‘ar. But if these are any indi- 
cations of a pro-"Alid stance, the marriages must have been contracted before Diimat 
al-Jandal. Otherwise, Abii Misi’s lukewarm support for ‘AITand the later appointment 
of his children during Mu"iwiya's caliphate suggest a reinforcement of Umayyad 
links.” Umm Abii bt. Abf Masai bore him his son Talhs;*” and his son Ishq b. Yay 
», Talha is said to have been born to Umum Iyls bt. AbT Mii, In keeping with the 
possible Hishimi leanings of his cognates, Ishiq married his cousin Umum Ya‘qib bt 
Ismf°tlb. Talha, who was at some point married to his cousin Ibribim b. Mubarimad 
'. Talha. Although he appears in the sources as a member of the army of Mastama b. 
“Abid al-Malik that conducted raids against Byzantium, Ishq was a respected Imdrat 
transmitter and a companion of al-Kizim.*? The sources mention that two of his 
descendants were transmitters.“ Finally, Yaby& b. Talba also had children by several 
‘concubines and unnamed women. We have no information for most of them.“ One 
son, Salama, appears in an isndd * Another, Talba b. Yabyi, was a Medinan fogih of 
mixed reputation, with some association with Kifa.**” 

Thus, depending on our uxigment of Abd Mii, itis possible to say that rwo opposed 
marital pulls affected Yahya b, Tala. And ifthe history of his cognates is any general 
guide, these marital links were formed in keeping with the shifting position of his 
maternal group, Certainly until the time of Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Malik, Yaby8 was 
favorably aligned wit the Umayyads. His position may have shifted in the secood half 
‘of their reign. This i also reflected in his line's marital bonds with the famnities of their 
cousins, Ibrahim b. Mubaramad b, alba and Ismail b. Talba. As we are plagued by 


incredibly patchy details in this ease, made worse by the ambiguity surrounding AbG 

Masi, a case forthe continuity of Umayyad networks may just as easily be drawn. 
Su'da’s son "Ta b, Talla was a Madanf Qurashi notable and was sent as a delegate 

to Mu’awiya, from whom he is also said to have transmitted reports. We do not knw 
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Aids. Se, fv example, a KO" Mi Jom ri, 11751, 3°20, 8475; bos, vith, 69119. 

46H, 135-40, BL, $:181E, 5: 198E; NQ, 287; ab Burt Jawhana. 2:33; fo aA, phy 
1 LSB (Maa The Sh sources cpt same conus ver ety Shasta hid me 
‘aly, 14K states tha thn pesca, whoen the Sunn sources cation asa Tay, was io fct 2 
"amin The same deat date fo this pero 1 venta Shab and he aA. 

+5 1M, 135-40 ‘For oames se 18,5: M6, Dhaba, rth, 17: 53-4 

Sukh, Tar 2:1 

tn ferent sources, [alba Yabyh appears ube asthe wan of coneabne of of a dane of 
And Mosh a- Askar See BL. 5201-2; NO, 287; a Bu, Jawhara 2:31; Saw, Tifa 2665, 
Tu ab-Ati, Kimi, 152 
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anything sbout him thereafter until the time of “Abd al-Malik when he reappears in the 
sources as part of a delegation of the descendants of the Hijizi élite that requested the 
removal of al-Hajjaj from their homeland. This request was granted by the caliph. 

‘Isa b. “Ib. Talha was born to Umm “Isa bi. ‘lyad b. Nawfal b. ‘Adib. Nawfal b, 
‘Asad b. ‘Abd al-"Uzzi b, Qusayy. I have not been able to gather any information on her 
father and s survey of her family has unfortunately revealed conflicting patterns.” 
However, itis more likely than not that they were anti-Zubsyrid and at least incidentally 
pro-Umayyad in the time of Yazid. 

“Isa b. “Isa strengthened the bonds that had been established by his grandfather Jalba 
and sustained by his uncle “Imran b. Talha. For he married Rabiba bt, al-Mughira b. al- 
arith, « granddaughter of Talba's wife Su’dh bt, “Aw!” As suggested above, this was 
very likely an Limayyad link.*”' However, in familiar pattern, if there was a knot with 
the Umayyads, it probably began to unravel soon after ‘Abd al-Malik 's reign: after ‘Ist, 
Rabiha married a prominent neutral, “Abdallah b. “Umar b. al-Khatjib, and, after him, 
Ja°far b. Sulaymiin b. “AIF b. ‘Abdallih b. al-"Abbiis. What effect these changes might 
have had on her children’s lives and careers is unknown, for their names disappeared 
from the historical register. 47? 

Finally, Mubammad b.. “Isa b. Talba appears in several sources in the company of al- 
Mangur, reciting panegyrics. His son Mubammad, who was born to a daughter of 
Ibrahim b. Mubammad b. Talha, reportedly performed the same function.*7> His 
daughter, in turn, was a wife of al-Mansir and had Sulaymiin, Ya'qab, and "Isa by him. 
‘Sulaymiin was given several political posts by al-Rashid.*” 

Thus it seems that the descendants of this line of Talbi too either resided in Medina 
‘or kept close contacts with it during the Umayyad period. For the carly part of that 
dynasty, they secm generally to have been aligned with the rulers, Thereafter, like their 
‘cousins, the children of Ibrahim b, Mubammad b. Talha, they may have shifted to an 
anti-Umayyad position and a few of them moved out of the Hijiiz closer to the admin- 
istrative centers of the empire 


“* So far we have come across several individuals who made this request to ‘Abd al-Malik. IH, 
138-40; BL. $: 1990E: NQ, 281; al-Burrt, Jawhara, 2: 330; IK, 780; 1S, 3: 21410; Sakhawe, Tha, 3 
RII, $16 

Ae 1S, 5: 164, 185. A daughter of ‘Adib. Nawtal, for example, was married to ‘Amb, al-Zubayr b. 
al-'Avewiim, who was the harshest critic of his brother “Abdallah. His hostility towards him was 50 
otonious that he was appoented over the shurta of Medina by Yarid’s governor of the city so that he 
may curb the growing support for hus brother He was then sent out to engage bim in battle The 
governor, “Am b. Said b. a-"As, was his cognate relative, On the other hand, Uoum ‘Tsi's uncle, 

oayeallsh b, Naw fal b. "Adi, was a Median revolutionary who fell at al-Harra Soe BL, $: 64-71 

rm NO, 310-12 

“© Ip addition tothe detaits above, we might also consider that Rabia’s half-sister, amat al-tiamid 
be sl-Mughira. was mamed to al-Hakam b. Abi Baky b. “Abd al.’Aatib, Marwan b.al-Hiakam. acd that 
ber full sister, Umm al-Banin, married al-Hayitjb. YOsuf. See NQ, 310-12 

42 The abecoce suggests they did not ave stellar effects, 

© BL 3: 194. $: 201-4: IL 135-40. 

8 HL 19-22, 139; BL, 2: 433, 3: 276, 5: 201-4; NQ, 287, al-Burri, Jawhara, 2-315 hn al-Jawzi 
-Muntasam 7: 336 
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MLii.3. The Children of Khawla bt. al-Qa'git* b. Ma'bad b. Zurira 


The father of Khawla bt, al-Qu’qa* is counted among the bedouins of Basra and 
belonged to the Zayd Manat of Tamim. He was sent as a delegate to the Prophet and is 
mentioned among his Companions.*”> Khawla’s grandfather Ma*bad was a great 
warmior in the jahiliyva and his brother Hajib was the head of the Tamim.*”* Their tribe's 
territory and sphere of influence was in Yamima and stretched to the Gulf, Basra, and 
al-Udhayb near Kia. It is possible that underlying this Taniimf link were the political 
activities of Talba b. *Ubaydallah’s maternal uncle al-'Ali', whom we met at the 
beginning of this chapter. The latter was granted posts in easter Arabia and Iraq during 
the early years of Islam.*” 

The sources report Masa b. Talha as the only son Khawla had by Talba b. 
“Ubaydallah. He was a notable of the Talbids and had moved to Kiifa at some point after 
the Battle of the Camel. He gained influence there and in Medina, his hometown, with 
which he kept close contacts after his move, His political alignments are somewhat 
difficult to gauge. For in one case, he is mentioned as one of the notables who bore 
witness against Hujr b. ‘Ad in traq.*”* If his testimony was not given under duress, he 
would fall in the Umayyad camp at the end of Mu"awiya’s reign, On the other hand, 
around the same time, we find him as a member of a regular gathering of Qurashi and 
Anglil notables, called majtis al-gildda, where be is said to have declared indirectly 
‘that Mu"awiya and Marwan were the slaves of the Muhajirin (perhaps due to theit late 
conversions).4”” Fearing Marwin’s retaliation for this comment, Masi fled to “A”isha 
bt. Abi Bakr, his foster maternal aunt," who successfully put Marwin in his place. 


Whatever the case may be, it seems that he had some local backing in Inaq, where he 
was considered by some to be the Mahdi.*" His primary support came probably from 
Kaifa, which he fled for Basra when al-Mukhtar entered the city. It is possible that he 
‘gathered further followers in Basra during his residence there, but he returned to Kilfa, 
presumably after al-Mukhtir’s defeat. There he died in 103 AH. As the sources are 
silent on the details of his support." it is likely that it remained a local religious 


40 Usd ab-ghiba, 4: 156; lydba, 2: 213. His soa, ‘Afb a-Qa’ gs mentioned as a Companion 
a Judha,, 4 616. One of his descendants appears as notable at Noo al-Athit,of-Kimi, 226-7. Another 
{his descendants, al-Higam b. Nuaym b.al-Qa'ga* was tothe army of tha al-A: 
tured by Yazidb, al-Muballab, See thn al-Acit, f-Kidmil, 886-7. Nowe of this detail 

of firm politica alignments 

% Ziriki,al-A’lim, 7: 263, Hajib' importance amoag Tamim bis legendary fame, and cootacts 
with the Persian emperor are mentioned in "Tamlan'(M. Leck), 72 

47" Aawe have seen, Yalba came to acquire quite abit of property around Basra and Kafa We have 
hw witnessed the presence of some important Talbids of later generations i these res, expecially 
‘Basra. Other instances are to come. Given Tamim's contacts with south Arabia, Talba’s Yemeni 
teenealogy and trade contacts may also have played a vital roe nthe establishment of the manta nk 
See Tami,” E22 

TH, 139A; BL. 4 254, 5: 1954; NQ, 2815 albu, Jawhara, 2330-1; 1K, TAC AS, % 2140 
{ba al-Jazart, Ghar, 2: 320, 

‘7 Tho Habib, Kid al-munammag, 357; Toa ‘sik, Tarith, 32:2 

“thn Hab, Kitab al-munommag, 357 

81 1S, $: 161: waskaina ‘nndsu yarawnah saminahy haw ‘T-mahdl (sic) 

© See alo fbn ‘Assit, TariRh, 60: 422,426; Tahdih al-hamal, 29: $4: Non Quisybe al-Ma rif 
22 
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phenomenon and lacked any noteworthy and wide ranging political significance.*? 
This view is further corroborated by the careers of some of his children. 

Misi was married to Umm Hukaym/Hakim bt. “Abd al-Rabmin b. Abr Bakr, the 
niece of his foster mother and maternal aunt. We know her father “Abd al-Rabman b. 
Abi Bakr to have been part of the post-Came! Umayyad camp, but it appears that he 
had joined the group only to keep his pro-’Alfd brother Mubammad out of harm's 
way. Umm Hukaym's/Hakim’s mother was Qariba bt. Abi Umayya, a sister of Unun 
Salama. a wife of the Prophet. Thus in this marriage he had established a close link with 
the family of the Prophet and some hukewarm supporters of the Umayyads. 

‘Umm Hukaym/Hakim had five children by Misi: Yaby8, Qariba, “Is, Muhammad, 
and °A ‘isha. The sources have recorded nothing more than the names of the first two. 
Of “Isa, we know only that he was a wealthy KAfin, celebrated for his generosity, and 
‘that at least one of his descendants, Sulayman b. Ayydb b. Sulayman b. ‘Isa b. Masi b. 
Talba, was a transmitter. *** 

In contrast, quite a bit of information has come down to us about Mubammad b. 
Misxi b, Talba, most of it having to do with his participation in the Umayyad struggle 
against the Khirijites led by Aba Fudayk and Shabib, The accounts regarding 
Muhammad b. Mas, where his brother “Umar is also mentioned, are very telling of the 
continuity of the local Iragi significance of this branch of the Talhids.**” We are told 
that when Abd Fudayk was successful in his campaign in Babrayn, ‘Abd al-Malik 
commanded “Umar b. “Ubaydallah b. Ma*mar to galvanize the Basrans and Kifans 
against the revolution. It seems that this endeavor was only successful due to some deft 
diplomatic measures, We learn that ‘Umar b. “Ubaydallith returned with ‘Abd al-Malik’s 
letter in hand to KGfa. His first order of business was to wed the famous *A’isha bt 
Taba, “Ubaydallih, who obviously was not only the paternal half sister of the Talhids 
‘of the Misi line, but also related to Mubammad b. Masi through her mother. For she 
was the daughter of Umm Kulthdm bt. Abi Bakr, the sister of Mubammad’s foster 
mother and foster aunt." Then he immediately appointed Mubammad b. Masa the 
governor of Basra and headed out for the city with his new wife. It is perhaps at this 
‘time that ‘Abd al-Malik took Mubammad’s full sister “A*isha as his bride." 


“© thas been argued thal i the frst century of Islam. the ation of Mad actually carried heavy 
politcal (as opposed to religious) connowanions. See, ‘al-Mahdi", 72 

H Sce Madelung. Succession, 268 and 234 n. 3S4, where the details suggest that he wns in fact 
exitical of Mu’awiya and Yazid 

“© 1907 “TH. 135-40; NO, 28407; Mn "Asai, TlH, 28:70, 

“" T have not come scrost “Umar b, Moxa in any other instance and ara not sure if he was 
Muhammad's brother Coates! suezests that be was, 

“1 will comme hack to. °A"isha bt. Talla later in thi study tm the section "The Chiltren of Um 
Kultbaam tt. AbI Bakr’. There I point out further links dhrouyh her that might have facilitated the 
political parmerships discussed here. "Umar b."Ubaydalla b, Ma’marb. “Uthman b, “Amr, Ka'b 
Taym b Murra was the head of the Taym in his time and was briefly appornted by fhe al-Zubayr as 
governor of Basra (sce No "Asai, Taribh, 11: 443). Thus its reasonable to assume tha be had some 
local contacts in the region. Thereafter, be was apponnied over Fars by the Zubayrids und was engaged 
‘9 combating the Khaw’. After the fall ofthe Zubaynds, be became a close ally of "Abst al-Malik 
Ashe was himself « Taymi, ‘Abe al-Malik might also have entrusted him with the task ip view of his 
smibal affiliation wath the Talbids. See ZinkIl, /-4 lam, 5.4 and refereoce wn oote below 

‘IHL 135-40; BI 4.2: 473; NO, 163-65, 2841S, 5-161. She bore him Aba Bakr, eho was killed 
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It is reported that tens of thousands of Iraqis then set out on the march against Aba 
Fudayk. Of the army assembled, the right flank, comprising the Kafans, was led by 
Muhammad b. Masa. The Basran left flank was commanded by his brother “Umar b. 
Misa.‘ Aba Fudayk was killed and most of his army was routed at the engagement; 
some six thousand were killed and eight thousand taken prisoners.*?! 

Given these details, the importance of this line of the Talhids in Iraq can hardly be 
underestimated. The sons of Masi b. Talba must have had considerable clout in the 
region. It is also fair to argue that this generation had come to inherit the regional 
political primacy of their ancestral Tamimi cognates. Since the sphere of influence of 
the latter extended to eastern Arabia, one wonders whether these Talbids also had pull 
in that region and were thus considered eminently qualified to lead the expedition. It is 
‘of course understood that this generation had also built on the foundation of Talba’s. 
earlier success in brag 

After the victory of the Umayyad army against Aba Fudayk, ‘Abd al-Malik appointed 
Mubammad b. Masi the governor of Sijistin. However, as he was passing through 
KAfa, he was redirected by al-Hujjij to al-Ahwitz to intercept Shabib al-Kbarijt 4”? 
Muhammad lost his life in the engagement 

Although the sources mention the names of some members of the later generations 
of this Talhid line, they all appear to be nondescript. For example, “Ubaydallah b. Isbiq 
b, Hammad b, Masa b, alba is mentioned as a respected transmitter from Mecca.” 
Another descendant, Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Rabmin b. Hammad b. “Imran b. Masa b, 
Talba, appears to be a Kiifan transmitter of the third century. But that is about it. 

It appears then that this line of the Talbids made good use of their cognate Tamimi 
links in establishing a power base in Irag,”” so much so that the central authorities, first 
the Zubayrids and then the Umayyads, made concerted efforts to curry favor with them 
at crucial moments. As may be surmised from the career of MGs b. Talha, early on their 
prominence may have derived from a (minor) messianic movement and thus may have 
been religious at its core. After Masa, at least two of his children rose to high political 


bby ‘Abdallih b. ‘AML. Following the well-known pattern, she married "AM. ‘Abaallah b, ab ADs after 
“Abel al-Malik 

"In some sources, “Umar b.“Ubaydalla appears us » Taminn! aod, in some others also as "Umar 
Masa b. "Ubaydallab. On a previous occasion we did come across a posuble descendant of Talha 
from this region who appeared in 9 Tamimi gurse. Here iis possible that the “Limar b, Mas who partic- 
pated in the battle was actually "Uimag b. Masa b. “Ubaydallah. Although I am unable to unravel the 
{not of enomastic confusion, i may be safe to say that all ¢hés points to the closeness of the Taymé> 
Tamintallance in some quarers i tray. One wonders also whether "Umar b Mast was volved m 
political maneuverings in Bagra similar to those ua which his brother participated in Kia. Pilly, the 
reader should also keep wo mand the grape confusion uf “Taym’ ana “Tarai 

1 Zwiklt, alld, 5: $4; BL, 6: 552, S: 19RE; IK, THE 

© BL 6: Si. tha Khaldin, Tarith, 3: 154, states that he was appointed over Sijistin. fm ‘Asiit, 
Tarik, 9 293. NO, 2M4f1. Another report states that ‘Abd al-Malik appoxnted him ie some capacity 
(gad isto ‘malahu ‘ald shay’in) ta Fars. When Mubamenad beard that al-Shabib was passing through 
the vicinity, he went forth to fight him. 

TH, 135-40. “* Tahdhial-tahathi 4: 81 

* Although their setilement outside the Hija scems to have occurred well before that of their 
‘cousite, who follow the pattems of the descendants of the other élite studied inthis book. the evidence 
suggests that atleast some of them kept contacts with the Hija. 
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station with the Umayyads. One of their sisters was married off to "Abd al-Malik, and 
an aunt of theirs, who reinforced strong cognate pull, married the leader of ‘Abd al- 
Malik’s expedition agsinst Ab Fudayk. I suspect that the links of this line of the 
Talbids with the Umayyads were too tight to be unraveled by the time of the "Abbiisid 
revolution. For with the exception of the typical dynastic realignment of “Aisha bt. 
Masa with "Alf b. "Abdallah b. al-"Abbis (which occurred much before the fall of the 
Umayyads), no hint of a relationship with the “Abbasids is to be gathered from the 
sources. Itis perhaps for this reason that generally the names of the descendants of this 
distinguished line of the Talbids have also disappeared. 


ULii4. The Children of Umm Kulthiim bt, Abt Bakr 


In the previous section, we already came across some loose Bakrid cognate links through 
foster parentage that the first generation of one line of Talbids had established in the carly 
Umayyad period. These links were reinforced in the second generation of that line, If 
‘alba b. ‘Ubaydallah’s marriage to Umm Kulthdm bt. Abi Bakr was contracted before 
the relationships of that other line came to crystallize (which is almost certain), iis likely 
that his marriage to her provided a foundation for the later connections." 

Unun Kulthdm’s father Aba Bakr and sister ‘A"isha are too welll known to require 
further comment. Her mother was Habiba bt. Khirija b, Zayd b, Abi Zuhayr al-Ansit 
of the Band Harith b. al-Khazmaj.”” Khinja b. Zayd was a Madani Companion of the 
Prophet and was made the brother of Aba Bakr at the time of the famous mu ‘akhah. A 
sayyid of the Balbarith, he participated at Badr and lost his tife at Ubud.4"* After Talha's 
death, Umm Kulthm married ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abdallah b. Abi Rabi‘ al. 
Makhiziimi, a leader on the Day of al-Harra.*” The latter's mother was Layla bt. “Usiirid 
bb. Hajib b. Zurira, the granddaughter of the chief of the Tamim we have already come 
across in connection with the Talbids.°® With this mariage, Talha had reinforced his 
Bakr links and established some important Ansari connections. Umm Kulthiim’s later 
marriage to ‘Abd al-Rabmiin was probably facilitated by the Tamim pul on the Talhids 
and by the Ansari network, of which both her mother and her second husband were a 
part. Finally, her second marriage also brought connections with the Makhziim, but it 
seems that this Makhzimi contingent was more closely allied with the Ansar than with 
the Umayyads, as was usually the case 

‘Umm Kulthim had three children by Talba: Ydsuf, Zakariy’, and “A”isha. We do not 
know much about the first two, except that the latter was celebrated for his generosity.°! 


“The kinship and close friendship of Talla aod Aba Bakr have already been mentiones! above. 
In addition, the political alliance ofthe two groups a the time of the Battle of the Camel is well known. 

“NO, 27810 

© IS, 3: 525; al-Inihe, 2 190. al-Wagidi, Maghic, 1: 165, 236-7. 

4 NQ, 278f1; BL, 5: 179-81, states that she was married to "Abd al-Rabmito b. ‘Umar b. Abi 
Rabra. This is very likely a mistake, as I have not been able to track down any person by this name 
The cognate link established with ‘Abd al-Rabmin's family was strengthened with Ya'qab b. Talba's 
aacriage to his daughter Urn Humayd, who was born 10 Limm Kultbum (1S, 5: 165), See next section. 
“Abd al-Rabman also established manta links with the Ansic and the Hasanids. This again suggests 
the general continuity of a closed network of kinship relations. See IS, $: 172. 

2s IS, 5: 172. For Hajib b. Zurtra, see shove. 

se TK. 78 1S, 3: 214M; IH, 135-40; BL, 5: 1951; al-Bumr, Jowhara, 2331, 
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The sources mention two wives of Zakariya, Umm Ishaq bt. Jabala b. al-Harith of the 
Kinda and al-"Aytal bt. Khalid b. Malik b. Abbash b. Kitz b. Maw/ala of the Tha’ laba b. 
Didin.* In addition to having two children by the former and two by the latter, 
Zakariya also had one daughter, named Umm Hirin, by a concubine. None of the 
children from these women seem to have left a mark on history. Its only the descendants: 
of Yahyiib. Zakariyl, the son of al-Aytal bt. Khilid, who reappear in the "Abbasid period. 
‘Otherwise, their historical record is blank even for the Umayyad period. 

The reason for their absence from the register may have to do with the fact that, 
despite their impressive genealogy, neither of the sons of Umm Kulthim married 
women of impressive lineage.** Only one descendant, al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. 
Yahya b, Zakariya b. Talha, may have gained some political prominence when he was 
appointed over the shurta of Kiifa by “Isa b. Misi." His son Ya"qab was a transmit- 
ter. And a descendant of his, Yabya b, Muhammad b. [smi b, Mubammad b. Yaby& 
b. Zakariy® b, Talha, had s daughter, whose daughter, Umm Shaybin, was a matriarchal 
figure. A son from this family was appointed qddf of Baghelid for al-MustakfT around 
334 AH.%* Finally, another descendant, smi‘Tlb. Muhammad b. Ismii‘T b. Muhammad 
b. Yabyl b. Zakariyl b. Talba, who died around 232 AH, was a Kfan tansmitter.“” 

That is all the information we have as far as the descendants of Umm Kulthim’s two 
sons are concerned. Her daughter, the namesake of Umm Kulthim’s sister, the beloved 
of the Prophet, has already been mentioned in connection with the Umayyad wars against 
the Kharijites. "Umar b, "Ubaydalfah b. Ma‘mar was *A’isha bt. Talha’s last husband. 
Before him, she had perpetuated her cognate links by marrying ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abd al- 
Rabmiin b, Abt Bakr, whose sister was married to her half-brother Mis. He is the only 
rman by whom she had children: Abd Bakr, Talha, “Imi, ‘Abd al-Ralbiin, and Nats. 
The intemal socio-political maneuverings during the Umayyad wars with the Khiijites, 
as discussed above, must have afforded the family of “A"isha some close connections with 
the dynasts. For itis reported that Nafisa married al- Walid b, ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwiin, 
whose father had married her cousin *A "isha bt. Miisi b. Talba.*"® Talba b, ‘Abdallih b, 

Abd al-Rabmiin is praised in the sources as a generous notable and his son Mubarnmad 
\Was at some point the governor ( mi) of Mecea. As with other families with Umayyad 
links, “A”isha’s family may have tured towards the ‘Abbasids when Muhammad b. Talba 
b. ‘Abdallah’s daughter *A*isha married Sulayman b. ‘AIT. ‘Abdallah b. al-"Abbis.*!" 
Muhammad’s other children are said to have remained around Medina *!? 


1 1S, 5: 166, 

To the best of my knowledge. neither do we know anything about the two fathert-n-taw of 
Zakanya noe about their immediate relaives 

‘+ IH, 135-40; BL, 5: 19RC; NO, 287; IK, AE 

"© al-Baghdl, Tari, 14: 274. His geographical loeabon ws ot mentioned. 

om al-Haghssdi, Faith, 2: 439° the word used bere 1s gallada, ot walla 

© Tahdhib alka, 3: 187. See above. 

“© My source, NQ, 278A may be corrupt. For. after listing the children. the last of whom is Nafisa, 
‘itstales, wo-ummuhy sha This should either be ummudhd ot wmvmuhum All sources reper that she 
‘had Talha by hinm (see BL, 5: 172; tha Habib, Muhabbar 66; SakhawT, Tafa. 2: 263). The only other 
source that mentions all these children of ‘A"isha 1s Tha alsJaw, al: Mumtacam, 7: 227-8 

1 See the last section above +H Thais tine had strong contacts withthe ‘Ali 

2 al- Burr, Jawhara, 2: 120. Afler ‘Abdallah b. ‘Als al-Ralbmdin, "A"isha was also married to 
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This line of Talbids is a bit more difficult to analyze. We can be fairly certain that 
their cognate contacts had something to do with those of their cousins discussed in the 
Previous section. In other words, a close network of associations between the children 
of Umm Kulthim bt. Abi Bakr and of Khawis bt. al-Qa"qi* is evident, We can also be 
sure that, like them, some of them left Medina for Iraq before the beginning of the 
“Abbasid period. Such an carly geographical shift was rare for the families of the élite 
studied in this book. Generally, the northward movement came on the heels of the 

"Abbiisid success. But this is not to say that they did not maintain contacts with their 
homeland in the Hijaz. 

{In contrast to their closest cousins, the children of Misa b. Talba, the descendants of 
the two sons of Umm Kulthiim have disappeared completely from the historical record 
for the Umayyad period. They make only a passing appearance during the ‘Abbisid 
penod. On the other hand, the first two marriages of their sister, ‘A"isha bt. Talba, may 
be taken to be a reflection of the general path followed by this line. Her first marriage 
brought Medinan and Tamimf links; the second brought her to Iraq; the third to the 
Umayyads. The children of the first marriage seem to have benefited from the contacts 
established through the third marriage. As was commonly the case, some of her descen 
dants may have been absorbed into the “Abbasid fold sometime near the beginning of 
their rule. But the link was with an "Abbasid line that is known to have had strong. "Alid 
sympathies. 


MLAS. The Children of Umm Abiin bt, Shayba b, “Abd Shams 


Talba b, “Ubaydallah had three sons by Uinun Abain bt. Shayba b, "Abd Shams: Ismi‘ll, 
Ishiq, and Ya‘qGb. Umm Abin’s father was a prominent member of the Meccan aris- 
weracy, the uncle of Hind bt. “Utba, the aotoriously vitnolic wife of AbO Sufyan. 
Shayba and his brother ‘Utba were both killed at Badr on the pagan side. A sister of 
Umm Abin, Ramla, was married to “Uthman b, “Affin after he returned from the 
Abyssinian migration to Mecea. She then accompanied him to Medina when he 
performed the hijra.?!? 

The cognates of this line of Talbids were thus ‘Abd Shamsis of the pagan Meccan 
nobility and had contacts with the Umayyads through the line of Aba'l-"As. The signif- 
cance of these links was reflected in the careers of the descendants of this line. 

Isma°Tl b. Talha,*"* whose progeny through his only son seems not to have survived 
past the first generation, was a notable of the Iraqi contingent of his family. Like some 
‘of his cousins above, he is said to have bome witness against Hujr b. ‘Adi at the time of 
Ziyad’s governorship there." It is a testament to his independent high status in the 


Muy'ab b.al-Zubayr and settled in Basra. She had oo chikdren by him. See thn Habib, Mubahbar $41 
ak-Burvt, Jowhara, 2 124ff: Sadist, Nad, 70; Nba allawei, Muntacam, 7: 227-% 

°0 Madelung, Succession, 364 

*H4 BL, $55: 19ST, states that he was born to Umm Kulthim bt. Abi Bakr. To the best of my 
knowledge, this 1s the only source to claim this. NO, 281, says that he was the child of Umum Abo bt. 
‘Usha b. Rabi'a. The samme is mentioned in 1S, 3-214FF Ithis is indeed the case, then the marital link 
‘brought cootacts with the Sufyimds. Whether she was the daughter of “Utha or of Sbayba is not 30, 
iamportant to determine, stnce the genealogy afforded links with the Umayyads—direct, im the former 
case, indirect m the tamer. 9 MH, 135-40: BL, 4: 253:5; 201-4, 
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region that, after the coming of the Zubayrids to the region, be is said to have been 
‘appointed in some capacity by Musab b.al~Zubayr seems that the later sent hima on 
8 military mission atthe head of four bundred men." The sources mention two 
children of tsa‘: Ya"qab?"” and Lim Ya‘qib.* Both were bor to Lobia bt 
‘Abdalliih b al-"Abbids 5! 

Like his brother Isma'f, Ishaq b. alba" is reported to have bome witness against 
{ujr b. ‘Adi. Like him, again, he was a notable ofthe line of his family settled in Iraq. 
Ishig was one of the rare cases among the first generaon Medinan élite to have 
traveled and settled in Iraq and thereafter to have moved further into the eastern 
provinces ofthe Empire. For Mu'iwiya appointed him the head of the Khar of 
Khurdsin, a poste shared with Said, “Uhmanb, ‘Aan 2* 

Like his cousin Yabya b, Tlha, who also enjoyed Umayyad favor shaq. Talba 
marred # daughter of Abi Misi al-Ash*ari called Umm Unis.*™ ‘Abdallith was the 
‘only son she bore him.*? We know nothing about ‘Abdalliih, but his son Misi was a 
‘Madani transmitter" Mist's son Sih was counted among both Kifan and Medinan 
transmiters. He earned ales than enviable reputation. The sources also report Sib 
'. Mast. Ishq and Mu’awiya b Ibi as two Kfan trarsmiters foe this line. 
‘None of his descendants seem to have gained favor with the later Umayyads or with the 
‘Abbasids, Some of them seem to have moved back to Medina and others to have 
‘remined in Kita At least some mauntained contacts with both areas. 

Ya‘ qd al-Madnt was the only son of Tala to have fos his life at al-Harra.” We 
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know by name two of his wives, Ja°da bt. al-Ash*ath b. Qays al-Kind? and Umm al- 
Wills bt. “Abdallah b. “Ayyaish b, Abi Rabr'a b, al-Mughira. The former had three sons 
by him. As we know nothing about them, all we can say is that this marriage into the 
tribal nobility of Iraq is a testament to his high rank in that region. The latter bore him 
‘one son, whose impress oo history has also been lost 5** We do not know anything more 
about Ya'qub’s descendants, except that his great grandson, ‘Abd al-Rabmin b. 
Muhammad b. Ydsuf was appointed over the shurta of Kiifa by “Isi b, Masa." 

‘Generally speaking, in this line again we witness the old pattern of early Umayyad 
links and favors, the general disappearance of the line after the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik, 
and a brief reappearance during the carly ‘Abbasid period. The geographical locations 
of this family were generally Iraq and Medina,*2” with the exceptional appointment of 
‘one member of the family in Khurasin 


MLii.6. Miscellaneous 


alba had children by two concubines, one unnamed and the other a captive from the 
Band Taghlib. The former gave birth to two daughters, al-Sa'ba and Maryam, The first 
was married either to al-Mughira b. “Ubaydaltah b. Ma'mar or to Tammiim b. al 
Mughira b. ‘Abdallah b. Ma‘mar b. “Uthmin al-Taymf. Either way, this marriage rein- 
forced the cognate bonds of their cousins through Talba’s wife, Khawla bt. al-Qa’ 
After her first marriage, al-Sa"ba wed ‘Anbusa b. Sa'fd b. al-'Ag. This Umayyad 
connection was perhaps a significant reinforcement for ber Talhid siblings.” 

The sources report with some hesitation that Maryam bt. Talba was also married to 
*Anbasa b, Sa'fd b. al-"As. They add with more certainty that her husband was "Umar 
b. Mubammad b. “Abdallah b, “Uthmiin b, “Ubaydallah b, “Amr al-Taymit. Thus, like her 
full sister, she had strengthened an old cognate bond that had currency among the 
Umayyads. Maryam gave bisth to 3 son named $alib. In all their marriages, both these 
daughters directly or indirectly cemented the marriage contacts of their siblings and 
cousins with the Umayyads. 

Talha’s other concubine, the captive from the Band Taghlib, also gave birth to a son 
called Salib. It is said that he left behind no progeny, 

Finally, Talba was also married to Umm al-Harith bt, Qasiima b, Hangala b, Wahb b, 
Qays of the Tayyi”. | have not been able to gather much information on her family, 
except that she was the aunt of Zaynab bt. Hanzala b, Qasima, a wife of Usima b. Zayd 
b. Haritha. When the latter divorced her, she became the adopted daughter of the 
Prophet.*2? Umm Isbiiq was the only child of Talba and Unum al-Harith. It is reported 
that Mu"awiya had asked her brother Ishq her hand in marriage for his son Yazid, 
Ishq, who was in the good books of the Umayyads, happily accepted the proposal, In 
the meantime, ‘Isa b. Talha arrived in Syria and contracted his sister’s marriage to 


SIS, 5: 165 229 TH 135-40; BL, SSS: 1980; NQ.287: IK, PAE 
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Yazid, while, back in Medina, al-Hasan b. “AlThad been able to convince Ishaq to marry 
his sister off to him. Hence Umm Ishaq was married off to two men concurrently. When 
‘news of this reached Mu’awiya, he dissolved Yazid's marriage. The latter held a grudge 
‘against Isbiq and, when the Syrian army arrived in Medina, his house was demolished 
by Muslim b. *Uqha at the caliph’s orders. 

(Umum Ishiq had five children by al-Hasan b. "All. After al-Hasan, she married his 
brother, al-Husayn, and gave birth to Fatima.‘ She subsequently married ‘Abdallah b. 
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rabman b. Abi Bakr. It is also said that before him she was 
married to Tammam b. al-'Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib. Similarly, her daughter Fatima’s 
marriages reinforced what are by now the all too familiar structure of Talhid networks: 
she first married al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. "Aland then ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr, “Uthman b. 

‘Affin—-both links reinforced "Ald ties.*%* 

Either the various husbands of Talbid women from this last section and/or some 
closely related member of their family have already appeared in this chapter as a 
cognate link of the Talhids. 


HLiti. Concluding Remarks 


The family history of alba b. *Ubaydallah resembles more that of ‘Abd al-Rabmin b. 
Aw than that of Sa'd b. Abr Wagqis. Like the former, Talba had established 
MakhzOmf, Hashim, and Umayyad links through his marriage to Hamna bt. Jabsh. 

From her generation, a good number of the members of her family were early converts 
to Islam; Hamna was also the sister of a wife of the Prophet and her brother was married 
toa daughter of Abd Sufyin. In other words, Talba had formed early relationships with 
both the religious élite and the Meccan aristocracy. In this marriage and in his Tayml- 
Hadramt lineage may be found directly or indirectly the roots of all his later links and 
the foundations for the socio-political history of his descendants. 

The complex internal networks of his various marriages and those of his descendants 
that have been explored in this chapter guaranteed certain branches of this family 
enviable and solf-renewing socio-political success. In addition, his lineage and first 
marmage more directly opened up several opportunities to him: the Umayyad contact 
probably facilitated marriage into the Murra; the Hadrami kinship may have led to the 
marage into the Tamim; the Taymi and Umayyad relationships together are perhaps 
responsible for his marriage into a certain line of the family of Aba Bakr; and the 
obvious “Abd Shamst connection through the family of Shayba b. “Abd Shams was 
already implied in the alliance of Hamna’s family with Harb b, Umayya—an alliance 
that was duplicated by Tatha's cognates. Afler him, in the early Umayyad period, his 
descendants generally perpetuated the socio-political commitments of their cognates. 

In four very important ways, Talba’s descendants differed from those of Sa’d b. Abi 
Wagqis and “Abd al-Rabman b. “Awf. First, their cognate relationships with families of 
the conquered societies scem to have been minimal. This is especially surprising in 
view of the fact that a vast amount of Talha’s fortune and support was based in Iraq. 

9 NQ,281 TH 39. “8 MLat-2 
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‘Second, although in some quarters the families of Sa'd and ‘Abd al-Rabmin had either 
dircetly oF (more often) indirectly established amicable relations with the ‘Abbasids and 
the ‘Afids, overall their kinship links with them were very limited. This is not the case 
‘with the family of Talha, for the majority of their direct and indirect relationships had 
some “Alid or ‘Abbasid stamp.**” Third, although the families of Sa°d and ‘Abd al- 
Rahman were intemally linked, they did not match the close internal networking of the 
family of Tala that cut across cognate lines. This is not to say that Talba’s family was 
‘more endogamous than Sa'd’s or ‘Abd al-Rabman b. "Awf’s. On the contrary, in patri- 
fineal terms, it was perhaps less endogamous. But it was horizontally more expansive. 
In other words, where it was somewhat neglectful of patrilineal ties, it was doubly 
mindful of the potential of cognate links. Finally, as mentioned in the course of the 
chapter, the family of Talha seems to have contributed more members to our count of 
the descendants of the élite who left the Hijaz in the Umayyad period than the other two 
families in question. In sum, it would be reasonable to say that this family was distin- 
guished from the other two in that it preserved a generally closed network of cognate 
links that took into its fold the "Alids and some ‘Abbasids and male a few early excur 
sions into Iraq 

However, we must concede that the study of Talha's family also contributes to the 
evidence supporting one major pattern so far noted as regards the other élite families: 
with minor exceptions, the proofs for which are generally equivocal, this family also 
‘established early links with the Umayyads and generally stayed put in the Hijliz. After 
the time of ‘Abd al-Malik —or perhaps in the middle of his reign —the knot with the 
Umayyads was unraveled in most cases and the descendants of those who had ventured 
‘north returned to the Hijiz. The post-'Abd al-Malik Talbid descendants then either fell 
back upon their ‘Alid and some ‘Abbasid cognate links or established such kinship 
relations for the first ime. At the beginning of the "Abbasid period, they remerged 
briefly as prominent participants on the political scene. Then they disappeared again. 


2°” The ‘Abhiaid contacts so question often point wn the direchon of a pro-'Alid tendency 


CHAPTER IV 
The Descendants of “Uthman b. ‘Affan 


1Vi. Introduction 


‘Our sources report on the authority of *Uthman b. ‘Affin that it was during a trade 
mission to Syria when, having dozed, he heard a voice call out that Abmad had 
announced himself in Mecca. Thereupon, he turned back on his heels, arrived in the 
city before the Prophet entered the house of al-Argam, and immediately accepted the 
truth of his claims. In this way “Uthmiin became the fourth person to convert to the new 
religion 3 

As an early convert, ‘Uthman participated in both the Abyssinian migrations and 
performed the hijra with his wife Ruqayya,°™ a daughter of the Prophet. When she bore 
him a son named ‘Abdallah, “Uthmin traded in his well-known jdhiliyya kunya of Aba 
“Amr for Aba ‘Abdallah. After Rugayya’s death at the time of Badr, be married Uran 
Kulthdm, another daughter of the Prophet, thus furthering his bonds with the core of 
the religious élite, *" 

Although he is not known to have been a fierce warrior like ‘Umar b. al-Khatiab nor 
tw have had the diplomatic acumen of Ab Bakr, “Uthmin was nevertheless a great asset 
to Muhammad's mission. For one, he was a leading figure of the powerful clan of 
‘Umayya b, ‘Abd Shams and so one of the first instruments of the penetration of 
Muhammad's message into this rival group. Then, "Uthmiin was also one of the wealth- 
iest Meccans of his time so that where he failed in his courage and diplomacy, he made 
up amply with the financial support he extended to the Muslim community.“ His 
service to the Prophet as one of the few kuttdb at his disposal was also deeply appreci- 
ated by the former. For these reasons, he rose quickly in the ranks of the Prophet's 
Companions, He wis a member of the Shird “Umar b, al-Khajtib had designated to 
choose the third caliph and became the political head of the Muslim community in 23 
AH 

His religious and political rank and his vast wealth were matched by his impeccable 
lineage. “Uthmin b, ‘Affin b. Abf al-“As b. Umayya b. ‘Abd Shams was born to Arwa 
bt. Kurayz b. Rabi‘a b. Habib b. ‘Abd Shams.“ Hence it appears that he traced his 
maternal and paternal genealogical roots firmly to the tightly knit enclave of ‘Abd 


228 See * "Uthmin b.“AMTan" (G. Levi Delta Vida [R.G. Khoury), £12; 1S, 3 $4, 
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‘Shamsis, who have traditionally been described as the great challengers of the clan of 
Hashim. Given this, "Uthman b. ‘Affan’s early and sudden conversion to Islam and his 
unshakeable devotion to its cause have remained something of a mystery. An expla- 
nation may be offered by way of a summary analysis of the nature of “Uthman’s policy 
of political appointments and its relation to his genealogy. It is a well known fopos of 
the sources that the reign of "Uthmin was divided into six good and six bad years of 
‘government. In his early years, “Uthmin generally retained the provincial appointees 
‘of “Umar. The charges of nepotism for this period are also generally minimal. The 
immediate new appointees, many of whom acquired their posts before the end of 
“Uthman’s sixth year, were his relatives. And with the exception of Marwan b. al- 
Hakam, they claimed their rights on the basis of their direct matrilineal kinships to 
“Uthman (the patrilineal links, which also existed, were some degrees removed); His 
‘governor of Kilfa, al-Walid b, “Ugba b, Ab Mu'ay}, was his uterine brother, ‘Abdallith 
b. "Amir b. Kurayz, his governor of Basra and Khurlsin, was his maternal first 
cousin; his matemal aunt, Amab bt. Kurayz, bore a son by “Amir b. al-Hadramt. This 
man, ‘Abdallah b. "Amir b. al-Hadramf, may have been the governor of Bagra when 
“Uthmin was killed.” In addition, the caliph's governor of Egypt, ‘Abdali b. Sa'd 
b. Abi al-Sarh, was his milk brother.“ All this points to the far-reaching significance 
‘of ‘Uthman’s cognate connections. 

That these links were already at play at the time of the birth of the new religion 
becomes apparent if we shift our attention two generations before *Uthmin’s: his 
‘maternal grandmother, al-Bayd i bt. ‘Abd al-Muyjalib b. Hashim, was the paternal aunt 
‘of the Prophet. Umayma bt. ‘Abd al-Muttalib, a sister of al-Bayda", was the mother of 
Habiba bt Jahsh, a wife of ‘Abd al-Rahmiin b. ‘Awf and another sister of Zaynab bt 
Jabsh, a wife of the Prophet, A sister of Zaynab bt. Jabsh, Hamna, was very likely Talba 
bb, "Ubaydallah’s first wife. Further, a sister of al-Bayd’, Arwa bt. “Abd al-Muttalib, 
‘was a cognate relative of Talba b. “Ubaydallih. Finally, Talba b. "Ubaydatlah was also 
the maternal kinsman of Amab bt. Kurayz, whom we mentioned above. These details 
‘suggest an underlying current of cognate links that generally ran through the daughters 
of ‘Abd al-Muftalib and gathered together with the Prophet the men who became the 
grand religious élite of the early Islamic period. As “Uthman was one such individual 
tied by these cognate links to Taba, ‘Abd al-Rabman, and others, his early conversion 


24 See “Uthmin b. Affi,” E12 

%*° He retained Khalid bal-“As . Hisham b.al-Mughihra al-Makhztnal in Mecca; “‘Udundn b. Abt 
ak-’Agal-Thagafi in al-Babraya: Mu’awiya b. Abi Sufyi in Syria Amar b,al"As an Egypt: Ab Masi 
al-Ash'ar n Basra: Ya'ltb, Munayya remained in the Yemen region, See al-Dhahab\, Tajrid asm al: 
sabi, 151; Bon Taghriberd, al-Ngiim al-zahira, 1: 77; al-Umari al-Widya ‘al Lbulden, 1: 169 
“AML al Tanzimat altima ype wa- Tgrisadivya ft al-basra, 1 

96 ES, $:7; Rb MAKUMA, aM, 7-167; Non “Asdkir, 9: 250, 253: "Abdallah b, “Amir is said to 
‘have had many wells and cultivated lands in the Miz (ste,€.g- Bakrt, Mu Jum "Nakhila',"Na'min’ 
Toa Maweal, Surat, 28; sbabie, Bild, 2007 

> Samba, 5:61; Ie “Assi, 3: 123; 29: 245; 1S, 7: $6; al-Dimawart, alAbhbir, 283 

8 He had already been apponated over some fegvans of the Sa’kd Migt by Umar and was s0 
retamed for some time by “Uthmin See Ambasdin, Jahgig mawayifol-sahaba fi alfona 41%; Siyur 
1:33; ab-Kindl, Wide mig, 33; Tom Abd al-Halkam, Fusih misr wa-athddrwhd, 173 a-"Umari, al 
Wilays ‘ald “Hulda, 1-178 


108 The Religious Elite of the Early Islamic Hija= 


makes as much or as little sense as theirs. Through the daughters of “Abd al-Muttalib, 
this body of élite obviously had pre-Islamic kinship links with the Prophet and thus with 
‘one another. 


IVii. The Children of ‘Uthman b. “Affain 


By the end of this chapter, the reader will note for the “Uthmianids two major exceptions 
to the historical patterns noted so far. First, no "Uthminid line was bom to an uniden- 
tified woman; and second, a number of “Uthminids remained attached to the Umayyads 
(with a very heavy preference for the Marwanids) for the entirety of their reign. | have 
1no explanation for the first observation. The second had two results: these "Uthmiinids 
secured those posts from the Umayyads that were never accessible to any member of 
the élite studied above; and these same “Uthminids became socially and politically 
obsolete for the early “Abbiisids 

Beyond this, many of the exrlier patterns recur. For example, of his many marriages 
(some of which were contracted into the Hijazi religious élite families), only the later 
‘ones into the Meccan old aristocracy and the tribal élite (ie. not the earlier ones into the 
religious élite) produced descendants to leave a lasting impress on Islamic history. 
Descendants from these marriages generally remained within the social and political 
orbits of their Meccan kinsfolk and were close to the dynasts, The pull of their southern 
‘cognates on these “Uthminids seems to have been minimal and they remained concen- 
trated in the Hijiiz far longer than the descendants of other Companions studied in this 
book. 

Yet a break from the tribal and the Meccan old élite is apparent in the lines of ‘Ams 
. “Uthman. In the generation of his children, one line cultivated close ties with the 
‘Zubayrids and Talbids and, two generations later, their descendants reappear in the 
"Abbiisid rosters as judges. Another line had strengthened ties with a revolutionary wing 
of the’Atids, with the result that they became targets of ‘Abbasid repression. But these 
two cases do not fit the general patterns of “Uthminid behavior, Throughout the 
Umayyad period, this family remained largely attached to the Umayyads and benefited 
from its dual agnate and cognate dynastic lineage. As might be expected, this earlier 
prosperity did not last into the “Abbasid period 

Turning to his descendants, the sources report that “Uthmin fathered nine or ten sons 

> Fora visual summary of the details above, see Appendix: The Daughters of Hashim. The conse 
‘quences of the possibilty thatthe information preseoted above wasa later genealogical event are 
Untnguing. Por one, forgery would suggest a move towards assigning Mibims Hneage tothe highest 
ranking members af the elite Being a Qurashl seems no ta have sufficed. but why these Companions 
recognized already for thet unmatched élite status, had tobe taken into the Hashim fold 1s unclear 
(On the mcomnparable place of Hashumites 1 the socal herarchy from the earhes Islamic perwe, sex 
‘Madelung, “Hashumiyyat’) Then, as fr as the principles of scpealogical realignment are conceTbed. 
its noteworthy that matrilineal (as opposed w the expected patrilineal) grafting played a cenral role 
for these most important cases. This, i turn, would imply one or all of three things: (1) there was ite 
room o manspulate patrilineal descent (it had been codified): (2) matrilineal descent coukd yield noble 
status, and (3) a more skeptical approach should be adopted regarding information about waren to 
genealogical sources. But all this is condibonal upon the truth-valve of te information above and there 
scems to be no obvious reason to assign falsity to ic {discussed some of these points a the 
Torenlueton 
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he also had twelve daughters.**° The number of his sons may indeed have been nine, 
for the only source to mention his son al-Mughira also claims that the latter was born 
to Asma" bt. Abi Jahl b, Hishim.*5! Asma" was also the mother of Fatima bt al-Walid 
b. ‘Abd Shams b. al-Mughira, whose father was among the ashraf of the Quraysh and 
the paternal cousin of Abé Jahl. This Fatima was also married to “Uthman and had 
several children by him.*>? One is therefore faced with three possibilities: (1) *Uthmin 
was married both to Asma’ and her daughter Fatima and had children by both. The 
marriage with Asma” was very likely contracted after 11 AH, when al-Walid b. ‘Abd 
‘Shams fell at Yarama.*** Whether “Uthman married the mother or the daughter first 
cannot be determined nor can it be resolved whether he was married to both at the same 
time. (2) "Uthman had contracted an earlier marriage with Asmi’ and divorced her after 
hhaving a son by ber. This son very likely died at a young age as neither the names of his 
descendants nor reports about him have survived in the sources.°™ Asma" then married 
al-Walid and bore him Fatima and “Uthman later married this Fitima and had several 
children by her. (3) The unique report is false, All three interpretations are possible, 
‘except that the first ought to be ruled out on the basis of Qur"lin TV, 23, For the possi- 
bility of a simultancous marriage to a mother and her daughter and of a marriage to the 
latter, if she grew up in her foster father’s care, is not licit according the the verses cited 
above. The second explanation would work fairly well, as 1 fits with the traditional 
account of the social conditions in Mecea at the time of Aba Talib’s death. For itis at 
this time thar the Band Makhvim led the boycott against the Prophet that resulted in the 
dissolution of several marriages between the Mubarnmadan camp, on the one hand, and 
the camp of the Meccan old guard, on the other. The relationship with the latter was 
resumed generally after the Conquest of Mecca, when al-Walid b. ‘Abd Shams, among 
others, converted. This scenano also implies that Fatima was not in “Uthmin’s care and 
was therefore legal for him as a spouse, according to some interpretstions of the Law.2** 
ven that the report is unique and that the name of al-Mughira b, “Uthman has disap: 
peared from the sources, the third possibility is just as likely." 


2 Qulqashandl, Nihdpur, 140-4 (nine), al-Burrt, Jewhara, 2° 194 (hen). was able Yo cout Up 40 
ten woos and twelve daughters A summary account of bis wives and children. along with vanants, 6 
fora at To Athi, af-Kami, S3SAC: Yaar, Tavibh, : 444, 

951 HL, 4: 600-3. See Madelung, Succession, 363. 

WO) IS, 5: 151; S: 172; Usd al-ghdha, S- 90. No source mentions that al-Walid b, “Abd Shams: 
Aivoeced Asma 

95 Uisd al-ghaba, 5:90. C{NQ, 330, where bets said to have fallen at al-’Agraba 

3+ See Madelung, Succession, 363,n. 38.5 2% See also Smith, Kinship, 195-4: 201 

3 See Qur'la, [V, 23. The sources report that, for the majority of scholars, even this condition, L¢. 
of not being in the custody af the step-father, (s not sufficient for allowing the mariage between the 
latter and bis step-daughter. The mayonty of scholars explain away the condition (of being or not being 
ta the father's custody) as nothing more than a general deseriptvoe ofthe step-daughter in mos cases 
In other words, the scholars argue that this # not a real condition and 1s to be taken instead as a stare 
Of the daughter in most cases, not a legally pertinent exceptive quality. On the other hand, some 
scholars di maintare that 2 real condi te has been posited in the Scrprure and that» man may marry 
his step-daugtter not in his custody, See, ¢ ¢- Ibn Qudama.al-Mughni, 7-473; fbn Haz, al-Muhall, 
& S27, S29, ab-Tiasi, al-Khilaf, 4: 304, 

‘NO. 310-12, where Asma is mentioned as a wife of sl- Walid also fails to suggest any marriage 

to “Uthman b, ‘Affin. 
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‘Whatever the corect account may be, it seems very likely that the marriage to Fatima 
‘was a further effort on “Uthmiin’s part to perpetuate his links with the Makhvsim. The 
extent of the continuity of her contacts with the last group is indicated in her later 
‘mariage to a Makhziimi notable, “Abd al-Rabman b. ‘Abdallah b. Abi RabT'a b. al- 
Mughira, a leader of the Harra revolt with strong Ansari connections.*** Thus, to be 
precise, though “Uthman certainly could not think so far ahead in the future. this was a 
link for his descendants with a new kind of Makhziim, one that was beginning to assert 
itself, along with the Ansir, as the new Hijizl provincial éite.°"” 

‘The second interpretation also fits well with the circumstances of “Uthman's 
marriage to the Prophet's daughter Ruqayya. The latter had easlier been the wife of 
“Utba b. Abi Lahab, who divorced her at the time of the revelation of ‘tabbar yada abi 
lahab’. Thereafter, as the loyalties were reshuffled, “Uthmin married ber and had 
“Abdallah al-Akbar by her.“ After her death at the time of Badr, be married the 
Prophet's daughter Umm Kulthim. Like her sister, she was earlier married to a son of 
‘Abii Lahab and was divorced by him presumably due to his father’s pressure. She did 
not have any children by cither of her husbands.*' “Uthman also had one som named 
°Abd al-Malik by Umm al-Banin bt. “Uyayna b. Hign.® He passed away at » young 
age and left no progeny. Other than the fact that ‘Uyayna was a powerful chief of the 
Fazara, the significance of this marriage remains unclear. Barring the last marriage, 
all the ones mentioned so far reinforced Hashimt and Makhztimf links. Most, if not all 
of these marriages were contracted before the Prophet's death and probably in the 
following order: Asma’, Ruqayya, Umm Kulthim, Fatima. The order implies carly 
contact with the Makhziim, a penod of respite and then a return to the Meccan old aris- 


tocracy towards the end of the Prophet's life. After the latter's death, “Uthmin did not 
court any Hashim women. 

With the exception of the line through Fajima al-Makhatimiyya, none ofthe children 
from the aforementioned marriages left any mark on Islamic history; nor did any of 
them beget children to survive after them. However, “Uthmin did leave a long line of 


2 1S. $: 172: ‘Abd al-Ralntn was also macied Wo two women of the Ane 

2% By the midile of ‘Abd al-Malik’ reign, such Makhzsm-Ansir connections had resulted ia the 
establishment of « new local hepemony i the Hijiz, one that came Wo replace the descendants of the 
early Islamuc religous élite in provincial micromanagement. Sec the chapter on ‘Abd al-Rabsmaa b. 
‘Awe 1S, $: 1726 

SS BL, 1:401;NQ, 246 ‘Abdalla, whois reported to have died in 4 AH{ atthe age of 6, ix also said 
te have been the son of Fakhita bt. Ghazwan b, bir, Nusay ofthe Quys b. “Aplin. This Fabia, the 
sister of "Utha b Ghazwan, the conqueror and governor of Basra for “Umar, also generally mentioned 
1s the mother of “Abslallahal-Ayghar (see al-Baphdd, Trib bah 1: V6 “Uitha bs Gharwin' 
(CLE. Bosworth), £12. The lines of both passed away. As with ‘Absa al-Akbar. dhe sources report 
that ‘Abdallah al-Asghar's mother was Rgayy. So there obvious confusion tn the sources over 
this matter, See 1H, 14-6, 82-4; 1S, 3°54: BL, 4: 600-3; NO, 104; al-Quiqashandt, 140-1: a-Bure, 
Jawhara, 2: 194. foo Hip also claims that ‘Abdallah al-Akbar was married to Unum al-Hakarn be. 
‘Abe al-Rabonanb,“Awf This must bes mistake fhe Hal also teports that “Absa al- Asghar was 
rmamed to Umm al-Csim al-Sughs bt, “Abd al-Rabmin b.’Awf. AY some poet, the latter was aso 
smarria to Yaby& b.al-Hakat b. Abi ab"As'. Umayya. See th Haba, a/-Mubebhur, 67E 

1 Madelung, Succession, 365. 

*° Another son named ‘Utha is alvo reported. See Madelung. Succession, 369 

© “"Uyayna b. Hign’(M, Lecker), £72: 1S, 2: 160, 4: 246, 


The Descendants of Uthman b. “Affan Mm 


descendants by his marriages to four women: (1) Fatima bt. al-Walld al-Makhztimiyya; 
(2) Ramla bt. Shayba of the ‘Abd Shams; (3)Umm ‘Amr bt. Jundab al-Azdiyya; and (4) 
Na‘ila bt. al-Furafisa al-Kalbiyya. The descendants from these marriages, which have 
been listed in their likely chronological order, will be studied in the remainder of the 
chapter 


IVii 1. The Descendants of Fatima bt. al-Walid 


Fatima, who has been mentioned above in the context of “Uthmndin's marriage to her 
mother, had two daughters and two sons by him. She hailed from a Makhztimt family 
of the Meccan old guard that was generally loyal to the Umayyads. As has been 
mentioned in the previous chapters, this family, along with other sectors of the 
Makhzim, briefly established kinship and political links with the Zubayrids some time 
around the counter caliphate of the latter. Thus, Fajima’s brother ‘Umira and her 
nephew ‘Abdallah b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. al-Walfd were both granted official posts by 
Tho al-Zubayr in Yemen. Some such slight Zubayrid inclinations are apparent in the 
fives of a few of Fasima’s descendants, (After ‘Abd al-Malik had reestablished 
Umayyad supremacy, the Makhzim (along with the Angir) became their new 
middlemen in the Hijhz.) 

In keeping with the patterns of this family to be noted in this chapter, both of Fatima's 
daughters, Umm ‘Uthmin and Umm Sa'ld, were married off to "Abdallah b, Khalid b, 
Asid of the Band Umayya, The former was married during her father’s caliphate, 
Both daughters bore “Abdallah children. 

Fatima’s son al-Walid, who has a bad reputation in the sources as a drinking 

ompanion of al-Walid b. "Utha, was married to Umm “Uthmitn bt. Marwitn b. al- 
Hakam, the full sister of Marwiin’s sons ‘Abd al~'Aziz and ‘Abd al-Rabrdin.%” al-Walid 
also married ‘Abd al-Malik’s full sister Umm ‘Amr bt. Marwan, a woman boro to 
*Atisha bt. Mu"iwiya b. al-Mughira b. Abi al-'As, ic. into the clan of “Uthmiin b, 
“Amin. Finally, the sources report that he also married *A’isha bt. al-Zubayr.*° Thus, 
‘one notices again an early lenk with the Umayyads and a shift, along with the MakhzGin, 
towards the Zubayrids. 

Indeed it is only through a child of "A*isha bt. al-Zubayr that al-Walfd’s line 
survived *” A son of theirs named ‘Abdallah, living at the time of Hishim b. "Abd al- 
Malik, used to invoke curses on ‘Alf, claiming that the latter was the murderer of both 


M+ 1S, 3c S4; BIL, 4: 600-3;NQ, 104E, 329f; Iybahini, al-Aghani 6: 162-4; NQ, 3334. That the 
nephew was appointed as the governor of Yemen is generally attested in the sourves. AS for the 
‘beother’s appointment to the same post, there ts a unique report in BL. 5-267 

2 NQ, IO: Iba Habib, al-Muhabbar. $5; 1S, 3: $4; BL, 4; 600-3 (here Unum Sa'id is not 
mentioned among the daughters of Fatima), 

M® See 1S, 3:54; 1H, 83 BL, 4) 612-4; NO, 104fT; al-Qulqashandl, Nihdyat, 140-1 

© BL, 42:66. 

248 NQ, 161T; Majliss, Bihar al-amwdr, 20-42, 9.1 (quoting Ibn Hisham. Sihw), 1S, $: 36, "Abd al: 
Husayn al-Amini, a-Ghadir. 9: 328: Mu"awiya was a pagan killed by ‘Ali b, Abi Talib (or, alterna 
tively, Zayd b. Hiritha and "Amis b, Yasir) at the orders of the Prophet. This accurred after he had 
been given a respite atthe intercession of “Uthman b. “AfTan. His descendants survived only through 
the line of his daughter ‘Aisha. See fon Abi al-Hadid, Sharh nahj al-baldigha, 15:47, 


3 Tho Habib, al-Muhabbor. $5f 7 886, 
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“Uthman and al-Zubaye”! The Zubayrid-"Uthmnid link will also be suggested in the 
lines of Bukayr b. ‘Amr b. *Uthmin and ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amb, “Uthmn below. Like that 
line, reconds of the descendants of this line have disappeared from the sources (though 
‘some names are of course preserved in transmission chains).*” But their later descen- 
dants reemenged in the early ‘Abbasid period: Aba Marwan Muhammad b. “Uthmiia b. 
Khalid b, "Umar b. ‘Abdalla b. al-Walid b, “Uthmin was an esteemed hadith scholar and 
was appointed gddi of Mecca for al-Mu*tasim and al-Wathig.57> And a daughter of 
“Uthmin b. al-Zubsyr b. ‘Abdallah b, al-Walid b. “Uthman bore a son named "Abd al- 
Jabbar to Sa’id b. Sulayman b. Nawfal of the Makhrama b. “Abd al-"Uzzi. This ‘Abd al- 
Jabbar was appointed qadi and governor of Madina when al-Ma'miin was installed in 
Khurasin. He died in the days of al-Mu'tasim °™ What contribution the Zubayrid contact, 
if any, made to the fortunes of this line is hard to determine, Nevertheless, the reser- 
blanee of this line to that of Bukayr and ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr b. “Uthman (to be discussed 
below), both in terms of kinship and sociopolitical vicissitudes, is worthy of notice 

Most descendants of this line that are mentioned in the sources seem to have 
remained in the Hijiiz well into the first half of the third century.” This is in marked 
contrast to the descendants of other élite studied in this book, a good number of whom 
left the Hijiz usually to settle in northern centers of power with the success of the 
“Abbiisid revolution. 

Finally, Fitima’s son Sa‘id, a renowned general,*”* is said to have come before 
Mu‘Awiya to argue for his right to succeed him to the caliphate. Before his appearance 
at court, Sa‘id was settled in Madina, where the women, children, and slaves (there is 
no mention of men) manifested their strong support for his bid.*7” When news of 
Yusid’s appointment as heir apparent reached Sa'fd, he argued with the caliph both on 
the basis of his lineage and his own merit for his superior right to Yazid's. Mu"awiya 
acknowledged his claims*”* and then added that he could use men like Sa‘id to set 
matters in Iraq aright °” He thus sent him to Ziyad, who, in turn, directed him towards 
Khurasin af Mu*iwiya’s instruction as its new governor. Once there, Said launched a 
campaign against Samaryand and conquered it (though not before losing an eye ia one 
of the battles) in 56 AH.*° When Sa'id’s growing power and success* and legitimist 
claim became a concer for the dynasty, Mu“awiya removed him from the post in 


BL, 6124 

*7 One ofthe fow exceptions is Sa’ld b. ‘Abdallah . al-Walid b,“Uthmin. who urged Hisham b 
‘Abel al-Malik to curse ANT on one of bis pilgrimages. Hishim refused. See Tabaet, Tarik. $: 384. A 
slutar episode «s wentioned with reference to Said’ father at Ihe Abi al-Hadi, Shark 15: 256 (the 
person 1 ef unidentified at fd. 4: $7 and appears simply as a man among tbe descendants of “Utmin 
ath 13/221). "TH BA6 me NQ.427-31 

7 Am exception is“A"isha bt. Said b. ‘Aba, who was marie to Sarid. Ab Sufvin b Hart 
‘. Khalid b, Yazid b, Muawiya b, Aby Sufyan. The hier was settled in Syria. See fb “Ashi, Tarikh 
21: 97, Likewise a awch later descerniant. Said. “Aballah b. “Utah al-Wal "Aba 
al-Walid b “Udhmia b “Affin was settle in Syria See Tha “ASAkir, Tarik, 21: 172 

2% Sumani, 2: 218: he led an army to Mare 97) BL 4612-4 

But compare Iba Kathir. al-Biddiva, 8: 87, where Mu'awiya docs pot acocpt that Said is mare 
mertoeious than his som Yad 

9 Tn Kathir, a-Biddya, & 85, seems wo suggest hat Said had himself asked for the governorship 
of Khurisin and ot the caliphate Boa Asikic. Tarith, 21; 220. 3.4 

21 Sari also counted powerful men, such as the governor of Sijistan, “Ubsydallih b. Abt Bukra 
and Quthamn b.al"AbbES, “AI governor of Mecea and Madina. as his close friends 
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57. AH® He then retumed to Madina*® with a group of Sogdian slaves and employed 
them to work on his land. It is either one of these slaves or an entire group that assas- 
sinated him. 

The sources mention only three children of Sa°fd, two born to a daughter of Abd 
‘Sufyn b. Harb and one to an unidentified woran.** Of the children born to Aba 
‘Sufyin's daughter, “A’isha bt. Said married “Abdallah b, Mu"awiya b. Abi Sufyan (thus 
perpetuating her immediate cognate link); we know nothing about her son 
Muhammad.**” Umm Sa°fd, Sa’id’s daughter by an unnamed woman, may well have 
been much younger than her siblings, given that her first marriage was contracted with 
Hishim b. "Abd al-Malik. (The latter was a generation younger than “Abdallah b 
Mu’Awiya.) Her second and third marriages with al-’Abbas b. al-Walld b. “Abst al-Malik 
and "Abd al~’Aziz b. "Umar b. ‘Abd al-'Aziz respectively are further indications of her 
age. Thus, it is safe to say that along the course of Umayyad rule Sa’id’s fine had shifted 
from the Sufynid to the Marwanid side (the two choices were not mutually exclusive), 

With a few possible exceptions, Fayima’s children remained close to the Umayyads 
in kinship (and presumably in loyalty) throughout their reign. The only descendants 
from this line to reappear in the “Abbasid period counted Zubayrids among their 
cognates. The record of this same line has gaps for the latter half of the Umayyad period, 
This is all reminiscent of the line of Bukayr b. “Ame b, “Uthmiin that we will study below. 
‘What contribution the Makhziimi lineage made to their attachment to the Zubayrids and 
‘what this latter attachment, in turn, determined of their contacts with the ‘Abbasids ix 
unclear. One can speculate that with the Zubayrids they had been absorbed into the 
machinery of the anti-Umayyad resistance of the Hija élite. This machinery, as 
suggested above and will be witnessed below in a study of the family of ‘AIT b. Abr 
Talib, was sustitined by the centripetal force of the Hasamid revolutionary nucleus in the 
Hija 


1Vii.2. The Descendants of Ramla bt. Shayba 


Ramla's father Shayba b. Rabf-a b. “Abd Shams was a member of the pre-Lslamic 


ME The "AsBhir, Frith, 21: 223. The governor before Sa°i, “Ubayeallah Ziyi, was rons 
YYa'qab, Zar, 2237, report the previous governor ax ‘Abel al-Rahman b. Ziyad 

© The “Ashi, Fdrlth, 21: 223: he returmed to Mastina afler Mu"dwiya's death 

+ They are reported tw have been working with shovels (masdhiy and there 9» mention of an 
coclosed palm grove or other agricultural lad (hd). See RL. 4: 612-4. See also tba Qutaybs a: 
Ma ‘dr. 116, where tis mentioned that Sa'kd had them working i land 

1 See HH. KBE; BL, 1: 440, 1:497, 3: 63-7, 4: 371-4, 4: 612-4: NQ, HOM: al-Qalgashandt, 
Nha, 1401; Nba "Asa. Tarith, 21: 2234 

Identified as Ramla at 1S, 5: 153. This 2 rare mszance of an “throdnid taking a daughter of 
‘he ruling house to wife Given that she was of ‘Uthan b. “Affi 's enicraboo (petbaps ws younger 
member, one might guess that the marnage was contracted early — peshape even dunng ‘Uthman's 
‘caliphate This so mum, suggests that ‘Uthmis marred Fatima al-Makhtniyya fairly early and. nter- 
‘estingly, this sim keepung with “Uthmin’s early Makhkam! links mentioned atthe beginning ofthe 
chapter. (This ceraialy problematizes the suggestion tha Uthmin mamed Fatima’s mother some 
while hefore Fatima.) Also, 1 seems that Sa‘is younger brothers generally teed 1 cline wards 
the Marwaids. not the Sufyanids. the possible rae exception being ‘Amr. “Uihman, wbo, along with 
some of his descendants, embraced both groups °F NO, 119-21; 4-6. 

"M8 1S, 3.51, On the deaths of three members ofthe Rabb. “Abd Shams at Badr. see Isbahini, 
Aah 4.34 
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“Uthman and al-Zubaye”! The Zubayrid-"Uthmnid link will also be suggested in the 
lines of Bukayr b. ‘Amr b. *Uthmin and ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amb, “Uthmn below. Like that 
line, reconds of the descendants of this line have disappeared from the sources (though 
‘some names are of course preserved in transmission chains).*” But their later descen- 
dants reemenged in the early ‘Abbasid period: Aba Marwan Muhammad b. “Uthmiia b. 
Khalid b, "Umar b. ‘Abdalla b. al-Walid b, “Uthmin was an esteemed hadith scholar and 
was appointed gddi of Mecca for al-Mu*tasim and al-Wathig.57> And a daughter of 
“Uthmin b. al-Zubsyr b. ‘Abdallah b, al-Walid b. “Uthman bore a son named "Abd al- 
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Jabbar was appointed qadi and governor of Madina when al-Ma'miin was installed in 
Khurasin. He died in the days of al-Mu'tasim °™ What contribution the Zubayrid contact, 
if any, made to the fortunes of this line is hard to determine, Nevertheless, the reser- 
blanee of this line to that of Bukayr and ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr b. “Uthman (to be discussed 
below), both in terms of kinship and sociopolitical vicissitudes, is worthy of notice 

Most descendants of this line that are mentioned in the sources seem to have 
remained in the Hijiiz well into the first half of the third century.” This is in marked 
contrast to the descendants of other élite studied in this book, a good number of whom 
left the Hijiz usually to settle in northern centers of power with the success of the 
“Abbiisid revolution. 

Finally, Fitima’s son Sa‘id, a renowned general,*”* is said to have come before 
Mu‘Awiya to argue for his right to succeed him to the caliphate. Before his appearance 
at court, Sa‘id was settled in Madina, where the women, children, and slaves (there is 
no mention of men) manifested their strong support for his bid.*7” When news of 
Yusid’s appointment as heir apparent reached Sa'fd, he argued with the caliph both on 
the basis of his lineage and his own merit for his superior right to Yazid's. Mu"awiya 
acknowledged his claims*”* and then added that he could use men like Sa‘id to set 
matters in Iraq aright °” He thus sent him to Ziyad, who, in turn, directed him towards 
Khurasin af Mu*iwiya’s instruction as its new governor. Once there, Said launched a 
campaign against Samaryand and conquered it (though not before losing an eye ia one 
of the battles) in 56 AH.*° When Sa'id’s growing power and success* and legitimist 
claim became a concer for the dynasty, Mu“awiya removed him from the post in 


BL, 6124 

*7 One ofthe fow exceptions is Sa’ld b. ‘Abdallah . al-Walid b,“Uthmin. who urged Hisham b 
‘Abel al-Malik to curse ANT on one of bis pilgrimages. Hishim refused. See Tabaet, Tarik. $: 384. A 
slutar episode «s wentioned with reference to Said’ father at Ihe Abi al-Hadi, Shark 15: 256 (the 
person 1 ef unidentified at fd. 4: $7 and appears simply as a man among tbe descendants of “Utmin 
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2% Sumani, 2: 218: he led an army to Mare 97) BL 4612-4 
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21 Sari also counted powerful men, such as the governor of Sijistan, “Ubsydallih b. Abt Bukra 
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57. AH® He then retumed to Madina*® with a group of Sogdian slaves and employed 
them to work on his land. It is either one of these slaves or an entire group that assas- 
sinated him. 

The sources mention only three children of Sa°fd, two born to a daughter of Abd 
‘Sufyn b. Harb and one to an unidentified woran.** Of the children born to Aba 
‘Sufyin's daughter, “A’isha bt. Said married “Abdallah b, Mu"awiya b. Abi Sufyan (thus 
perpetuating her immediate cognate link); we know nothing about her son 
Muhammad.**” Umm Sa°fd, Sa’id’s daughter by an unnamed woman, may well have 
been much younger than her siblings, given that her first marriage was contracted with 
Hishim b. "Abd al-Malik. (The latter was a generation younger than “Abdallah b 
Mu’Awiya.) Her second and third marriages with al-’Abbas b. al-Walld b. “Abst al-Malik 
and "Abd al~’Aziz b. "Umar b. ‘Abd al-'Aziz respectively are further indications of her 
age. Thus, it is safe to say that along the course of Umayyad rule Sa’id’s fine had shifted 
from the Sufynid to the Marwanid side (the two choices were not mutually exclusive), 

With a few possible exceptions, Fayima’s children remained close to the Umayyads 
in kinship (and presumably in loyalty) throughout their reign. The only descendants 
from this line to reappear in the “Abbasid period counted Zubayrids among their 
cognates. The record of this same line has gaps for the latter half of the Umayyad period, 
This is all reminiscent of the line of Bukayr b. “Ame b, “Uthmiin that we will study below. 
‘What contribution the Makhziimi lineage made to their attachment to the Zubayrids and 
‘what this latter attachment, in turn, determined of their contacts with the ‘Abbasids ix 
unclear. One can speculate that with the Zubayrids they had been absorbed into the 
machinery of the anti-Umayyad resistance of the Hija élite. This machinery, as 
suggested above and will be witnessed below in a study of the family of ‘AIT b. Abr 
Talib, was sustitined by the centripetal force of the Hasamid revolutionary nucleus in the 
Hija 


1Vii.2. The Descendants of Ramla bt. Shayba 


Ramla's father Shayba b. Rabf-a b. “Abd Shams was a member of the pre-Lslamic 


ME The "AsBhir, Frith, 21: 223. The governor before Sa°i, “Ubayeallah Ziyi, was rons 
YYa'qab, Zar, 2237, report the previous governor ax ‘Abel al-Rahman b. Ziyad 

© The “Ashi, Fdrlth, 21: 223: he returmed to Mastina afler Mu"dwiya's death 

+ They are reported tw have been working with shovels (masdhiy and there 9» mention of an 
coclosed palm grove or other agricultural lad (hd). See RL. 4: 612-4. See also tba Qutaybs a: 
Ma ‘dr. 116, where tis mentioned that Sa'kd had them working i land 

1 See HH. KBE; BL, 1: 440, 1:497, 3: 63-7, 4: 371-4, 4: 612-4: NQ, HOM: al-Qalgashandt, 
Nha, 1401; Nba "Asa. Tarith, 21: 2234 

Identified as Ramla at 1S, 5: 153. This 2 rare mszance of an “throdnid taking a daughter of 
‘he ruling house to wife Given that she was of ‘Uthan b. “Affi 's enicraboo (petbaps ws younger 
member, one might guess that the marnage was contracted early — peshape even dunng ‘Uthman's 
‘caliphate This so mum, suggests that ‘Uthmis marred Fatima al-Makhtniyya fairly early and. nter- 
‘estingly, this sim keepung with “Uthmin’s early Makhkam! links mentioned atthe beginning ofthe 
chapter. (This ceraialy problematizes the suggestion tha Uthmin mamed Fatima’s mother some 
while hefore Fatima.) Also, 1 seems that Sa‘is younger brothers generally teed 1 cline wards 
the Marwaids. not the Sufyanids. the possible rae exception being ‘Amr. “Uihman, wbo, along with 
some of his descendants, embraced both groups °F NO, 119-21; 4-6. 

"M8 1S, 3.51, On the deaths of three members ofthe Rabb. “Abd Shams at Badr. see Isbahini, 
Aah 4.34 
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Meccan aristocracy and died on the side ofthe pagans oa the Day of Badr.** Some 
‘members of the younger generation of his family had already passed into the ranks of 
the Islamic élite during the early period of Mubammad’s prophetic mission." His 
family may also be considered a hinge that linked these early religious élite families 10 
the Umayyads.” 

Rayna had three daughters (and no sons) by “Uhm; all of them married into the 
clan of ‘Abd Shams, Um Abin bt. “Uttmn, who was married to the caliph Marwan 
», al-Hakam, bore the latter six sons and one daughter.” Of the male progeny, those 
who left records inthe sources were all residents of early Islamic Syria (conceived as 
a conglomeration of several districts). Two, pethaps three, of them had official posts 
from ‘Abd al-Malik: ‘Ubaydallih b. Marwan was entrusted by him with raiding the 
‘crown lands on the Byzantine frontier °°? He was also ‘Abd al-Malik’s governor in 
Bagi’, a district between Syria and Wadf al-Qura.®? "Uthman b. Marwiin was very 
likely the governor of Urdunn for ‘Abd al-Malik. These siblings of "Abel al-Malik 
were thus fully absorbed into the Umayyad dynastic circles. 

‘Umum ‘Ame bt, “Uthmiin married Sa’ld b, al-'Ag b, Said b, alb’As, a figure who bas 
already appeared with “Uthmanid connections several times in the course of this study. 
She bore him Dawid, Sulayman, ‘Uthmdn, Mu’awiya, and Amina. Their daughter 
was married to Kilid b, Yaz al-Sufyani, who divorced her, it is said, due to ber bad 
temperament.°* Not much more is known about these children, other thas that 

‘Uthina b, Sa’fd's descendants had made KGa their home.*” 

Finwlly, “A’siha bt. “Urhmiin was married toal-Hirth b.alsHakam b, Abgalb"As and 
had *Udumdi anid Abo Bakr by him.*** The later was married to Ramla bt, Marwan b, 
al-Llakam (who was mentioned above). Ax several of al-larith b, al-Hakam's 
descendants fared well during the Umayyad period, i is reasonable to say that this tink 
perpetuated the existing close relations between the dynasts and this line * 

‘A brief period of inclination towards the enemies of the Umayyads may be deduced 


2° Se the chapter on "Abs al-Ratmia b. “Awf Ramis herself may have been among the early 
‘sumen converts who left tei homeland and relipen and embvaced Mubammad’» mewsage If past 
fancrns are any wdication this stipes that she was one of "Utkin early wives. On the fant that 
she was meet aang sac converts, see 1S § 239, where aes tht she converte and pan! mage 
tothe Prophet (this seems to be am independent act); tba Hibban, Pig. 3: 131, where it mentions hat 
she was a Companion (this and the fact that she was Shayba's daughter suggest that che was of the 
Prophet's generation and was thus probably marr carly thm) and SL, 4: 601, where tater 
that she og the muhiyirt AIT his suggest that uhe San an older woman, wh Kf er Canal, 
arvved io Madina, and coaverted. twas probably upon areal in Miia that she marred "Uitms 
(Or she was already married to "Uthman, converted early and performed dhe Aira wath hum Toth 
scenario wugyest an early mariage Sethe chapter 00 "Abs al-Ralba b. "AwE 

2) BL, 4 60-3, 126 (nly three of her sons are mentioned here; NO, YOM, OE; Nhe Hab, 
‘ab Mubabdar $8.18, 5. So (mentions seven children) 

2 See Hh “Ait, Tih, M115, 9% Mon ‘Asi, Frith, 6 158 

The sources mention at ADO “Usha. Marwin i this pst, But aane of “Att al-Malik’ 
governors of the region wax 90 named. See Tha "AsSki,Tarath 67:77 

~ N, 80-2 (enentions only four children); BL. 600; NO, FOAM, 130-32; Me Hab, al 
Mububbvr, $5; 18.5: 30, BL 4 M57 

"1K 46 IHL s0%eIN Ma ‘Asahir, Fare 10-123 

1 See I, 8475 and ab Usfat, Tarith, 256, 274, 292, for some details on the fortunes of their 
descentants 
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via a stretched interpretation of “Aisha bnt. "Uthman’s protection of "AIT b, al-Husayn 
during Muslim b. “Ugba’s campaign in the Hijz. As ‘AIT is generally recognized as a 
‘quietist and as Muslim had strict instructions from Yazid not to harm him, this episode 
is little proof of a shift in her loyalties. Again, perhaps a changed attitude can be 
detected in her marriage to “Abdallih b. al-Zubayr after al-Harith’s death. She had a son 
named Baks by him, though he has left no useful record in the sources. The marriage 
‘was short, as the two had only this one son (if the report can be trusted) and ‘Abdallah 
divorced her soon thereafter. Given these details, itis reasonable to say that the line 
of “A’isha bt. “Uthman also remained pro-Umayyad for most, if not all, of it history, 

The details of the lives of the descendants of Ramla bt. Shayba lead one to the fair 
‘guess that the line was strongly pro-Umayyad and that it remained within the circles of 
the ‘Abd Shams throughout the Umayyad period, 


Iii 3. The Descendants of Umm ‘Amr bt. Jundab 


(Umum ‘Ame bt. Jundab b. ‘Amb, Humana b. al-Harith b. Rifira b, Sad b, Tha'laba b. 
Lu’ayy b. “Amir b. Ghanam b. Dubin b. Muahib b, Daws, a woman of the southern 
‘Azd, had four sons and one daughter by *Uthmin. Of all his descendants, this line 
enjoyed the greatest success and longevity.“ Umm ‘Amr’s grandfather ‘Amr was a 
celebrated leader of the Azd and used to reside as judge over their disputes.“ Her 
father, a confederate (hafi/) of the Band Umayya, converted to Islam at the head of 
seventy-five men in the presence of the Prophet.° He had also settled in Madina for 
some time before he left for Syria, presumably during the period of the conquests 
there. He fell at the Battle of Yarmak between 13 and 16 AH. Umm ‘Amr's 
brothers Jundab and Junaydib died at Siffin, fighting on Mu"hwiya’s side”? Although 
little more can be said about them, itis clear that at least for two generations this family 
was closely tied to the Umayyads, 

Given "Uthman’s strong connections with the Makhziim and the ‘Abd Shams, itis 
not surprising that the only daughter from this marriage, Maryam, was married succes- 
sively to Sa*id b. al-"Ag b. Umayya:* ‘Abd al-Rabmiin b. al-Harith b. 


S" BL_ 4: 321-223, 4: 600-3, 42: 399. 
Umea "Ame was lef inthe custody of “Umar b.al-Kihai by her father with a reyes o find 
stable match for her The account ofthe cwcumstances of her marrage, where “Uthmin also intimates 
that he is old and wishes a son, s found in al-Igbabani aAghdni, 1 153-4, See also Ibo “Asti, 46 
295 8 aktsaba, 1: 615.  al-tgaha, 324A %* altstha, 1: 614 
2 tha *Asskir, 11: 303; 11: 316-7, Juda “Anne may have fallen at alsAjodaye (Iba “Astit, 
Tarith, WW: 313) 447 ably, 1629, 

‘0% Thin is very likely Said. alAs b, Said b. al“Ag, Le. the grandson. See below. 

After Vimar’s death "Uthmdn had proposed 10 his daughter Fitima. But her brother argued for 
the prior nights of ‘Abd al-Rabia b. Zay b al-Khatta, to whom she was then marries. This Fajima’'s 
‘wother, Vina Hakim bc al-Hiithb. Hishim, was a sister of ‘Abd al-Rabsman b.al-rith. Thus, here 
again we have an instance of “Uhm effort to reestablish thes with the Makhzam, particularly the 
family of Abi Jabl. Sce Madelung, Succession, 367, and the sources mentioned there 

There 1s some dispute regarding the avcuracy of the information presented. For example, NO. 
111-14, does not mention Sa'id 6 al"As as her husband. Ibn Habib, al-Mubabbuar 5S, also neglects 
to mention him and adds that her marnage to “Ab al-Malik is demed by the gawm of ‘Abdallah b. 
hie Asidsl-Umawi They clans that “Abd Malik snarried Win “Uthnin bt. “Uh, who was 
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Makhziimt, s nephew of Abd Jahl;*° and ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwin.*!® These three 
marriages reflect generally the personal and political lives of her siblings and their 
descendants, 

Four of her brothers and their many descendants have been mentioned in the sources. 
Of these, her brothers “Umar and ‘Amr are often confused with each other.*!* “Umar 
was a Madani notable and died around 80 AH, He was the oldest son of “Uthman to 
have left descendants.*!? 

iis daughter Umm Ayyab was married to "Abd al-Malik b, Marwan and bore him al- 
Hakam b. ‘Abd al-Malik.*!? But the relationship of this group with the dynasty is 
somewhat complex so that this marriage is not necessarily a good and full measure of 
the nature of its contacts. For example, Zayd b. “Umar b. “Uthmiin's marriage to the 
famous Sukayna bt. al-Husayn in itself suggests an inclination towards the ‘Alids, but 
the details of the events that subsequently transpired may indicate loyalty to the 
‘Umayyads.°" The marriage was very likely contracted during the reign of Sulaymin 
b. ‘Abd al-Malik. In keeping with what appears to be a general policy of reconciliation 
with the Hijazf élite, Sulayman had earlier sent a failed proposal to Sukayna. Thus, 
when he heard about Zayd’s marriage, he ordered the latter to divorce her. He 
complied.*"® Zayd's children are a testament to this line’s commitment to the Umayyad 


bor to Fugima bt. al-Walid. Kefore Umm "Arar, ‘Uthmin was mared to a siter of ‘Aballa b. Khali, 
but she died without bearing bin any chikires. “Abdallah b. Khilid was also the husband of Umm 
‘Uthman. ha Habib also mentions ‘Abd al-Rabman b, al-arith ax ‘Abd al-Rabmndn b. Hisham, See 
also BL; 600-3; NQ, 111-14. Hf Maryam was indeed married to the nepbew of Abd Jal, this forther 
corroborates out earlier observabon that “Uthman made a concerted effort to mend bonds with this 
group after the Conquest (see, for example, the account of his marriage to Asis” bt. AD Jalil and to 
her daughter Fatima above) 


"1 Tahdhidaf-tahdhib, 7: 423, explicitly mentions the confusion of the sources. Several other 
detail, cluding the reports that one o the other was marrid wo Ramla Dt Miu'aweya, are also Wo be 
found dispersed inthe literature, See, for example, alSakhiwt, o-Thbfa 3: MO4-3, There w no less 
‘onvston about bis 400 “Abdalla, who is also mentioned as “Abd al-Ralymin. He was a Madani and 
died in 96 AI during the reign of al-Walidb. ‘Abd al-Malik. See tba al Athi, Kimi. 907-8 

TH, Bf, BL, a: 600-3; NQ. 104 a-Qalgashand, NiAdya, 140-1: 18,3: $4: BH, 4: 6003: that 
the was the oldest to have left descendants is sai of ‘Am. The same is mentioned at NC), 104: al 
Buri, Jawhara 2: 194 

0 See IH, 84-6, which states that al-Hakarm died a young man and then suggests that this claim of 
the wenealogists 8 90 wound, ¥en that Verses in pease of hum have aurvived and tha uch verses are 
‘only recited for an ‘qi! and balgh and one from whom a reward is expected. BL 4.2: 473, gives the 
‘aame as Um Ayal. Asme b. “Uthman 

14 NQ, 39-62: given as Zayd b “Ame 

CE 'Sukayna be. al-Husayn’ (A. Arazi) £12. BIL, 4: 600-3. But NO, 119-21, also claims that 
Sukayoa mberved trom Zayed upon bis death Its unclear why Sukayna would have rejected the 
Umayyad cabph for Zayd (other than that 1 had to do with some persoaal preferences) and why 
Sulayman woud have opposed this marriage (other than as a matter of pede) Earlier, ‘Abs al-Malik 
‘had opposed Sukayna’s marnage to al-Asbagh b “Abd al“Aziz b. Marwan. Thes occurred very likely 
in the second half of his reign. If the perso in question is in fact Zayd b, ‘Amr, then the mariage is a 
ite eases to expan, given ‘Amr’s rather ambiguous relationship with the Umayyad dyrasts and bis 
posmble connections with the Zabayrids: it ts reported, for example, that “Uthman had written his 
testament in favor of al-Zubaye until the time that ‘Amr should reach maturity (see NQ. 1O8(T; 
Madelung Succession. 88). Sukayna was herself marred to Muy'ab b al-Zubayr and later a samc 
Madinan supporter of bis. “Abdallah b “Uthman b. “Abdailah On Sakayna. see the previous chapters. 
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‘cause. Three of them, “Uthman, “Umar, and Zayd, fell with the Band Umayya on the 
Day of Nahr Abj Furjus.*"¢ Thus, what the short marriage to Sukayna meant is difficult 
to determine. 

Again, two generations later we find a similar ambiguity in “A'isha bt. ‘Umar b. 
*Asim b. ‘Umar b. "Uthmdn's marriage to Ishi b. “Abdallab b. ‘Alf b. al-Idusayn al- 
Madani. The latter’s father, called al-B&hir for his beauty, was a full brother of al-Baqir 
and had been appointed over the sadagat of the Prophet and ‘AIL.®!” This marriage 
meant inclusion into the powerful and innermost circles of a Musaynid branch. Yet one 
notices that “A’isha’s maternal line did not trace itself into the ‘Alid circles (something 
that would generally be expected for an outsider to marry so high among the 
Husaynids): her mother descended from ‘Abdallah b. Zam'a b. al-Aswad.*"* Her 
husband Ishaq b. ‘Abdallah b. ‘Ali, who was born to a concubine, was also married to & 
descendant of Abi Bakr al-Siddiq; and she counted the Makhzim among her cognates, 
No other manage of Ishiq 1s listed in the sources and this indicates that, although be 
was an “Alid, he did remain strongly attached to non-’Alid circles. One may safely say 
that “Umar and his line drifted between the Meccan old aristocracy and a branch of the 
Husaynids and remained in the Hijiz,*!® at least until the end of the Umayyad period 
However, they did not leave for us enough information to determine their political and 
social inclination with any measure of certainty. 

“Umar's brother "Amb. "Uthmiin's politieal position is also somewhat difficult to 
gauge. Married to Ramla bt. Mu‘awiya b. Abi Sufyin, he presumably had good 
relations with her father for some time during his rule.“° He was found, for example, 
in his close company on the way to Pilgrimage. But that there was perhaps some tension 
in their relationship is indicated by the caliph’s comment to him that had the ‘Alids 
killed Mu’awiya the ‘Uthmilnids would not have prospered. The comment 
tw emphasize to ‘Amr his real place in the political hierarchy. That their relations might 
have been strained is also indicated by reports of “Amr’s conversations with Marwan b. 
al-Hakam, who reminded him that the Umayyads were in power only due to the blood 
of ‘Amr’s father and that he should therefore take back what was rightfully his.®?? 

However, his latent opposition to Mu"awiya did not mean that “Amr was thus auto- 
matically accepted with open arms by the Hijizi religious aristocracy, He was identified 


6 IH 4-6; NQ, 119-21; IA stir, 9: 310: the battle occurred in 132 AH near Palestine between 
the contingents ofthe ‘Abbiksd “Abdallah b. “Ali and the Umayyads. Details of the events are discussed 
at foe al-Jawzi, aleMunuasam, 7: 3030 

Wt fs, 162, 276: al-Kiba"T, Mam rail, 1° 282; NQ, 65-7. 

‘al-’Umari, al-Majdt, 143; NO, 65-7. 

Another descendant, “Abdallth or ‘Abd al-Rabinin b. “Umar, was a Madani and died in 96 AM. 
‘See fon al-Athir,al-Kamil, 907-% 

‘7 Ths is on marked contrast to bis father "Uthman, who, although he courted dhe Umayyads, did 
‘oot establish any bonds with the Sufyamids. The only exception seems to be the marriage of his 
daughter Umm al-Banin to “Abstallah b, Yazid b. Abi Sufyan (IS, 3: 54). But this is contested by NQ, 
111-14, where itis explicitly mentioned that she did not marry a all. al-Sakhawt, a/-Tuhfa, 3: 304-5, 
‘eports that Ramla was married to “Umar, “Uthmin. The report is rare and is typical of the confusion, 
1 the sources between the two brothers 

82) 1S, 3: S4: 1H, BSE; BL 4: 58-61 

© BL. 4: 45-7: | offer these reports with hesitation as there is little one can do to verify oF refute 
them. See also NO, 108-111. 
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as an Umayyad and was expelled from Madina with the rest of his Kinsmen at the time 
of Harra. But when the group met Muslim b. ‘Ugba’s army, ‘Ami refused to compro- 
mise the strategic advantage of the Madinans.®? The sources also report that around 
the time of these afftirs he became notorious for shifting positions to the winning side: 
he was sometimes a Madinan, sometimes a Syrian. For this fickleness, he was humil- 
iated by Yazid when the latter came to power. However, it also cannot be said that his 
interests and loyalty lay clearly with the Hakamids. For when Marwan came to the 
throne, ‘Amr refused to go to Syria to pay homage to him. There was perhaps some 
close relationship developing with the Hakamids during the reign of Mu'awiya as 
indicated in the report about his conversations with Marwan (if it can be taken at face 
value) and in his marriage to Marwin's niece Umm Kulthtm bt. al-Hiarith b. al-Hakam 
b, Abi al-'As.°°* However, given “Amr's own ambitions to the caliphate,*? these 
connections very likely became temporarily lukewarm once the reins of the caliphate 
fell into the hands of his cousins. Afler the rise of the Marwainids, ‘Amr spent his days 
in the Bij and died in Mind. 

Ramla bt. Mu‘iwiya bore ‘Amr b, "Uthmiin two sons named “Uthein and Khilid. 
The former, very likely “Utheniin al-Akbar, is said to have left no descendants. The few 
reports about him are fairly negative and mention that his lagab was khird ‘al-zanj.* 
‘On the other hand, his brother Khiilid was a respected notable and left several descen- 
ants, many of whom perpetuated their kinship ties indirectly with the Sufyanids and 
directly with the Marwanids.®” For example, Khalid had two children, a daughter 


© fL,4:321-3. Bul compare the reports that “Ame never left Madina and fought on the side ofthe 
Madinans Bt. 4: 400-3; Madelung, Succession, 89.49 
2" BL, 4: 329-31 © BL 4600-3 
NG, 109-72. Ax ‘Amr was born inthe reign of “Umar (Madelung, Succexvion, 88) and since 
nan had come to align himself with Marwan, it ts possible that this marriage was already 
contracted during "Uthman's caliphate. tha "Asakir, 69: 154 reports Umm Kulthom as the wife of 
wb, “Uta © See Madelung, Succession, 89. 
1H, 830, BIL, 4: 6009T, NQ, 108-111, gives the name as “Uthenite al-Ayghar and adds on the next 
‘page that his mother was ofthe Han Murrah “Awf The ‘Uthman al- Asghar on this page vs als called 
{hiral-zany, who lef no descendants. His mother i given as ‘Ammea b, al-Hith & ‘AWE. Abi 
"Aw{b, Abt Marita al-Murr. There is thus some confahon io the sources 
= (appears that after ‘Amv, hes descendants were generally able to mead thew relationships with 
the Marwanids. Likewise, some carly effort at the normalizahon of Sufyind-Marwind relationships 
tare also reflected inthe sources. For example, Yasid b, Mu’dwiya's daughter ‘Anika was married Wo 
"Abd al-Malik and reported sa NQ, 160-63 that upon designating Sulayman as the Bete apparent 
(presumably the meaning 4 that he designated him to be the heir after al-Walid), Abst al-Malik had 
‘Sulayinan take the oath Wo denignate one of the chiklren of “Atika and one of these, Yazsd, did become 
caliph; and Yasid b, Mu’awiya’s daughter Umm Yazid was marred to al-Aghagh b. Abd al-’Azta bs 
Marwin, Likewise, ‘Abe al-Malik's daughter “Aisha was marries wo Yad Muawiya (reported as 
Khalid b. Yazid b, Mu'aoviya in NO, 160-63, which, given the chronological patterns here, i mare 
likely). See (ba Habib, a/-Muhabbar, 54. It ts interesting to note, however, that no daughter of Marwan 
rmurned a Sufyanid. Most of his daughters were matried instead tothe children of his brother al-arih 
b. al-Hlakam and to those of “Uthman b. “Affan. This suggests some clear patieras of consolidation 
between the children of Aba al-"As b. Umayya (some minor exceptions, such as Amr. ‘Uthmin, do 
exist) on the one hand, and a rift berween them and the Sufymids, on the ober. The details above 
‘suggest that these patterns had already begun to take shape during “Uthman’s caliphate (if not earlier) 
Jflrts were made to repair the rift sometime cathe reign of ‘Abd al-Malik. One farther clue at meading 
relationships comes through Kh b, "Ame b.“Udhumaa below 
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named Ramla and a son named Sa’id, by Umm “Uthman bt. Sa‘id b. al-"As b. Said b, 
ai--As.©° Umm “Uthman’s father was a favorite of “Uthman and was appointed the 
governor of Kilfa by the latter in 29 AH.*"' He was wounded while defending "Uthman 
during the wag ‘at ai-dar but thereafter shied away from politics for a number of years, 
participating neither at the Battle of the Camel nor at Sifffn. But in 49 AH be was 
appointed by Mu"awiya as governor of Madina, a post he beld until $4 AH. Thereafter, 
he settled om his estate outside Madina and died there in $9 AH. 

‘Some farther internal connections with the Sufyimids are noticeable: Ummn “Uthmin 
bt Sa'id’s mother was a daughter of Jarir b. “Abdallah al-Bajali, whose loyalties very 
likely lay with the Sufyanids. Likewise, her brother Yabya was married to Umm “Amr 
bt “Umar b. Jarir b. “Abdallih al-Bajall. These connections might have facilitated Umm 
“Uthmiin bt. Sa°id’s second marriage to "Abdallah al-Aswar b. Yazid (see below). In 
other words, Sa‘id b. Khalid b. "Amr b. "Uthmiin’s family was patntineally Marwanid 
‘and matrilineally on good terms with the Sufyanids.*”? 

‘Umm "Uthman bt. Sa"id perpetuated these links in her second marriage to "Abdallah 
al-Aswar b. Yazid b. Mu’awiya during what appears to have been a period of 
Marwinid-Sufynid reconciliation.* This "Abdallah, by whom she had Abd Sufyan 
and Abd *Utba,*** was also the father-in-law of Hisham b. “Abd al-Malik.®* Further, 
his son Ziyad b. ‘Abdallah b. Yazid. noted among the valiant warriors of the Umayyads, 
‘was a resident in the Damascus area and was dispatched by al-Walid b, Yazid to 
challenge the army of Yazid b, al-Walid. Ziy3d, however, did not follow orders and, 
after a series of episodes in Himy and Damascus, where he was twice captured and 
released, arrived in Qinnasrin. Here and at Halab he declared himself to be the caliph 
and was recognized as ‘al-Sufyini” by thousands of followers at the time of al- 
Saffib.**” After his defeat, he eventually escaped 10 Madina, where he was killed in 
133 AH.* The account of these events suggests that, like his father, Ziyhd was a close 
companion of the Marwanids until he saw in the chaotic events of the twilight of the 
‘Umayyad period a chance to stake his own claim. Earlier goodwill with the Marwinids 
is also suggested in his sister Umm Yarid’s marriage to Sulaymiin b. ‘Abd al-Malik.” 

Sa'idb. Khalid b. ‘Amb. “Uthmiin™® had been bom into a family that had generally 
participated in the restoration of Sufyinid-Marwhnid relations starting in ‘Abd al: 


> BL 4: 36501 
8 "Said b. al-"Ag (CE. Bowworth), £12, gives "Lithmiin's governor of Kilts and later Mu"iwiys 
povernor of Madion a8 Said abs) Umayy/, Lethe grandfather But tha Wibbn, Masi, 109, 
fives the grandaon's death date as $8 AH, the ame as that which is given forthe grandfather in AZ? 
Likewise, I. 5 155, claims that asthe grandson who was appeunted by Mu'hwiya. See alo Too 
Ubi, Thiga, 4: 276 ha Asahi, 21: 108, states explicit that al-"Asb, Said died a pagan othe 

Day of Badr od that Sab ab"AS, the grandfather, die before the adveot of Iam 
“Said b, ab Ay,’ £2 See tS, S: 238; BL, 4: 600-3, tn ‘Astikir, 21:55. 

©* The hontlty between the ww sides needs further exploration It mentioned at Achamna, 
“Sources, 251 

‘> Mel ‘Asiir 6: 272 does not mention er son Abs Abin, reported at 4: 345-7, where Ab 
‘Saufyan not mentoned OWL 7310. 

‘°° On the ongins and tranformation of Traditions related to al-Suf}ni, see Madelung. ‘Sufytar 

© BL4: 368; fbn alAdimn, Bughyatab-salah 9: 3927 

© Tho al-“Adim, Buphyar at-falah, 9: 392711 

0 al-Bukhi, i-Tarith al-kabi, 3: 468; alata Jark, 4:15 
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Malik’s reign. He was married to Umm ‘Amr bt. Marwan b. al-Hakam, a full sister of 
“Abd al-Malik." Sa‘id b. Khalid was among the wealthiest people of his time and used 
to divide his time between Syria and Madina. The only child through whom his father’s 
progeny survived, Sa‘id married off two of his daughters successively to Hisham b. 

‘Abd al-Malik and al-Walid b, Yazid." The first was named Umm "Uthman and bore 
Hisham a son named Sad. A fter Hishiim, she married al-Hlakam b, al-Walid b. Yazid 
bb. ‘Abd al-Malik and, after s brief marriage with Bakkr b. Salama of the “Amir b. 

Lu'ayy, she wed Muhammad b. "Abdallah b. ‘Amr b. “Uthman.“¥ The daughter who 
married al-Walid was named Umm ‘Abd al-Malik; she bore him a son named Sa“id.? 
‘Sa‘ld b. Khalid’s grandson Sa"id b. ‘Abd al-Malik was married to Ramla b. Umayya b. 

‘Ame b, Sulaymiin b. ‘Abd al-Malik b Marwan, He very likely continued to be 
supporter of the Umayyads, given the reports that he was imprisoned by al-Ma"mdn 
along with a child of his. 

The continuous contacts of this family with the Umayyad dynasts are obvious. They 
seem to have perpetuated connections with both Madina and Syria. The link with the 
Sufylinids already existed in the marriage of ‘Ame b, “Uthman to Mu'awiya’s daughter 
Ramla. It was indirectly strengthened in Khalid b. “Amr’s marriage to Umum *Uthmiin 
bt. Sa'fd b. al-"As. In ‘Abd al-Malik’s generation, the family solidified links with the 
Marwinids and perpetuated them well into the reign of al-Walid b. Yazid. Given their 
lineage, social contacts, and what appears to have been # period of Sufyanid-Marwanid 
reconciliation, itis likely that they served as ambassadors between the two houses, 

Amr, "Uthmiin also had a son named "Una by a concubine,**? Although no details 
about ‘Umar himself have survived, his son 'Abdallith al-'Arjl, who was born to Amina 
bi. ‘Umar b, “Uthmin b, “Affin, is recognized as one of the best poets of the Umayyads 
and a successor to “Umar b. Abi Rabi'a. His name suggests that he was settled in al- 


0) BL, 4.2: 65. fhe “Asai, 45: 336. 
40 1H, 4-6; BL, 4: GOL; NO, 108-111; al-Busrt, Jawhara, 1: 1940: Ibo Hibbin, Mfaxhihir, 207, 
“) BIL, 7: 310, which also mentions that this son may have been born to an umm wala 
© Th Habib, Mubabur 445-446, This Mubammad, who will be discussed below, sed to drop 

boy the house of Sa°ld b, Khilid during his diipatches to the Unmyyads and used to be showered with 

hefty sums of money on each visit (see fbn "Aaalie, $3: 381). 
© See IH, 91-1. Iba ‘Axikir, 21: 316, tho abJawz, Akhbar al-nisd’. 69, reports that al-Walld 

divorced her and propor to her sister Salm due to her great bewty. Their father di nox agree to this. 

This episaxe probably took place before be became caliph. {tis powsble that al- Wald was able to marry 

her after he hecame caliph after overcoming some legal debacte, alluded to crypaically in the sources 

The story af al-Wafid’s mfatuation #s heavily elaborated in the sources and has a soap operatic quality 

‘See Judd, ‘Narratives,’ 215-4, 
© TH, 84-6: NO, 108-111 TH, 830: BI 4: 606-8: NQ, 111-14 
8 BL. 4: 606-8: NQ, 116-19; Ile *Astkir, 31: 225; Samn"ant, 4: 177. He ie given as ‘Abdallah b. 

‘Amr b. “Abdallih b, “Ame b: “Uthintn it al-Burrt, 274 on the authonty of Toa Qutayba's Mfa iri the 

‘ame source reports on the authority of AbO I+Fara)al-tsbahani andl AbG “ANF al-Q8lF that his name was 

‘Abdallah b. ‘Arie b. “Uthmia b. "Affin. In al-Mubarrad, Kimil, 2- 77 (edition A), he appears as 

Abaallah b. “Umar b, “Ushio b. ‘Affin and at al-Mubarrad, Kimi, 2:51 (edition B) as ‘Abdallah b, 

‘Amb, “Uhm. ‘Affi, with the account that this was a mistake on the part of the author (Abs al- 

‘Abbs) and that the correct name should read "Ablalta b, “Urns b‘Abdallah b, “Amr. "Uttmain b. 

'AfFin, I have already noted the confusion over ‘Umar and ‘Am in the accounts of the children of 

‘Uthenin, [tis likely that these differences are the product of the confusion around the identities of 

‘Umar b, “Uthmiin b. “Affin and *Amr b, “Uthman b. *AfTin, 28 discussed above. 

See Bakr, Mu jam, ‘al-Arj’. See also Sam’Sni, 4: 177: BL. 606-8. 
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As}. lush ares among the territories of the Band Aslam south of Madina.* It appears 
from his participation in the campaigns of Mastama b. ‘Abd al-Malik that at least until 
the last days of Sulaymin’s reign he was on good terms with the dynasty. By the reign 
‘of Hishiim b. “Abd al-Malik, however, the relationship had turned sour. For itis during 
this time that al-’Arji was punished for drinking wine and was imprisoned by the 
caliph’s governor of Madina, Ibrahim b. Hisham b. Ismail al-Makhzami.*** The 
sources give two possible reasons for his arrest: that he had lampooned the governor in 
poem; and that he was suspected of the murder of his own mawid.**! He died in 
Prison, besten and humiliated. 

That there were some political reasons for his imprisonment is suggested by the fact 
that the only children of al~"Arjt to have descended from an identified woman counted 
the Zubaynds among their cognates. His sons Zayd and "Umar were both bor 10 
“Uthayma bt. Bukayr b. “Amr b, “Uthman b. “Affin, whose mother was Sukayna bt, 
Mus‘ab b. al-Zubayr. That Bukayr b. ‘Amr had come to shift away from the Unvayyads 
in favor of the Zubayrids is also indicated in his daughter Umm “Uthmain's marriage to 
“Amir b. Hamza b. ‘Abdalla b, al-Zubayr. When news of this marriage reached Ibrahim 
'b. Hishiim al-Makhziimi, the samme man who imprisoned al-’Arji, he protested to Bukayt 
for refusing his Syrian cousins, the descendants of al-Hakam b, Abi "Ay, Bukayr 
responded, “The hand of ‘Abdallah b. al-Zubayr was in ours on the Day of the 
House." Thus, it is reasonable to say that the imprisonment of al-’Arjf, who 
descended from the same line as Bukatyr@? and had married bis Zubayrid daughter, had 
something to do with his political sympathies.** The lines of Bukayr b. ‘Amr und 
‘Abdallah b. “Umar b. “Amr both continued to reside in and around Madina, were on 
amicable terms with the Umayyads during the reign of Sulayman, and seem to have 
inclined towards the Zubaynds sometime around the time of Hisham, much to the 
protest of the Umayyads. In this. they were not very different {rom some politically 
pertinent lines of the élite studied here; the rift with the Umayyads that had begun in 
the second half of "Abd al-Malik’s reign had become fairly abysmal by the time Hishiim 
ascended the throne, 


©* cam b. Hisham b, lumi ix also reported asthe governor of Mecca for Hisham, He was the 
‘0 of is maternal uncle. See BL. 4: 606-8. 

1 BL, 4 606-8. It in also reported thats was eather Ind, Minhdsm b. fama who imprisoned 
bien © BL 4: 618-20, 

© In light of bus onty identifiable marriage, we may also guess that he 1s correctly identified as a 
descendant of ‘Am and not “Umar “Uchean b.“AfTan 

‘Iris alsa worth noting that the most complete report of al’ An's umprisanment is related on the 
authorities of Umm Sulayinia, a client of Sukayna bX. Musab, and Zabiyya. a chet of Fatima bt 
‘Umar b. Mus'alyb. al-Zishayr.Sce fhe "Asakir, 31: 226. If we concede an error in Tha ‘Asai, 31: 230 
(reading “Utbayma for Sukayna in line 6) then it appears that “Uthayma aod Uru “Uthmin were 
‘dentical and that Bukay’s daughter was first married to al”Ant and then to "Ami b, Hasnza. Whatever 
the case may be, itis obvious that Buikayr fell the camp of “Abdallab b,al-Zubayr (g2ven his only 
sdentified mariage to Sukayna) and that al-"Arji had fikewise done so in his marriage to Bukayr's 
daughier. See also NQ, INIT al"Anj's son “Umar lost his life at Qudayd io 131 AH, presumably 
fighting 00 the side of the Madinans agaist Abs Hamza al-Khirji. The sources also mention a great 
‘umber of names of the Zabaynds who lost their lives a this massacre. Sec IH, 84-6; NQ. 116-19, 
Tee al-A thir, o-Kiimil, 1056-7; al-"Usfurt, Tarikh Rhalife, 315-4; al-Dhahabt, arth. 8: 12-3 

© TH 831 BL, 4: 600-3, 4 618-20; NQ, 111-14 
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Like his cousin al-“Arji, alsMughira b. ‘Amr b. "Uthman was a recognized poet.*** 
We do not know anything more than that he was born to a concubine and that he left 
behind several descendants. Some of the patterns observed above in the lines of Bukayr 
b. ‘Am and ‘Abdallah b. "Umar repeat themselves in the fortunes of al-Mughira's 
descendants. His granddaughter Kubaysha bt. "Uthman b. al-Mughira, for example, 
was married to the Zubayrid Khubayb b. Thabit.** Khubayb’s son Mughira was a 
lose” companion of al-Mabdi, al-Hidi, and al-Rashid. He was also appointed by al- 
Mahdf over an administrative subdivision of Madina and over the distribution of its 
stipends. al-Mahd also granted him a spring in Idam, a famous wad? north of 
Madina,** Khubayb’s son al-Zubayr was among the notables of the Quraysh and was 
sent as a Madinan delegate to al-Mahdi, from whom he received handsome sums of 
money. All this suggests that this “Uthminid line maintained its position in Madina 
and that it established relations with the ‘Abbasids starting in the time of al-Mahdt 
through the agency of the Zubayrids.¢* 

This conclusion is further substantiated in *A°isha bt. ‘Abdallah b. Sa'id b, al- 
Mughira’s marriage to al-Rashid and, after him, briefly to MangGr b. al-Mabdi? It is 
also supported by her full brother Muhammad b, ‘Abdallah’s appointment as the governor 
of Mecca by al-Rashid.** The foregoing details, the fact that none of al-Mughira’s 
descendants left any marks on Umayyad history, and the sharp contrast of the preserva- 
tion of their names in the post-Mahdi period leads us to conclude that this branch, like 
its two cousins discussed above, had tumed to the Zubayrids some time in the middle of 
the Umayyad period. Around this time, the Zubayrids had also established similar 
contacts with the Talbids, who, in tum, much like the Zubri families studied above, had 


direct and indirect ties with the 'Alids.*** Like so many Hijizf élite families studied 
before, they joined the revolutionary cause und ultimately benefited from its success. 


However, itis possible that this line came to terms with the ‘Abbdsid victory fairly 
{ate in the game. For the sources report that six of the children of ’Abdallah b. Sa’ld b. 
al-Mughira were bor to Hafga, «daughter of the notorious Muhammad b. “Abdallah 
al-Dibaj, who was neither on good terms with the Umayyads nor with the early 


86 1B 164, alg, Sut al-mgiio a-wwill A: 157. 
"NO, 242 
0 NO, 242; IB, 157 
©" Or perhaps along with them a a general ‘Abbasid policy of rewarding the éite who had been 
tracted to the ant-Umayyad revotuionary macbine As we shall sc inthe last chapter the élite had 
tobe tured away from the mibtant Hasanid branch after the revolt of Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakryya. 
62 TH, 87-8; NQ, H6-119. > TH, 83 ale" Upfrt, Tar, 37% 
tthe narnes of several late descendants of ths line are preserved 18 the sources: “Limar b 
‘Ubay dalla b Mubamanad b. *“Ubaydalla by "Umar b. Sa°kt bal Mughira (TAL Wk: ‘Uhayedaa b 
"Uthuan b, Mubarumad b. ‘Abdallah b, Said bs. al-Mughira (al-Baghdadt, arith bah, 10: 345), 
‘Atsmact b. Mubarnimad b,“Uthman bs, Muarmmad bs. ’Abs alb"Azta bh “Absfalla b, Sa’ bh. alsMughira 
(1H, 830), ee © The significance of ths should become clear m the pest chapter. 
‘+ hn Hazmn must have noticed this problem ofthe “Absesd apportmacnt of Dibay's cognate descen- 
ants, So he s quick to pownt ox thatal-Mahl was marred to Hafsa’s paternal aust. As no dates are 
available, two possibilities come to mind: ertheral-Mabsf contracted this mamage with reconciliation 
ts mund. c¢ he established further dirs ued with ths fevobationary group and sought thereby to 
facilate the rapprochement; or the marnage was contracted before the events surrounding al-PMhaj and 
it was an existing contact exploitable for political ends. See 11, 83. On al-Dibaj, see below 
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"Abbiisids.°* Indeed itis likely that “Abdallah b. Sa'id’s children generally came under 
the "Abbisid canopy starting only in the reign of al-Mahdi, and that the aim of the newly 
‘stablished close relationship between him and these children was indirect reconcilia- 
tion with the rival Dibajt group.” 

al-Dibaj's father ‘Abdallih b. “Amr b. *Uthmiin b. ‘Affin was born to Hafg bt. 
"Abdallah b. “Umar b. al-Khattab.*** Hafga’s mother was Safiyya bt. Abi ‘Ubayd, a 
sister of al-Mukhti al-Thagafi. Thus, a trace of revolutionary activity in favor of the 
‘Talibids was perhaps already present in Dibaj’s cognate lineage. Safiyya’s mother, in 
‘tum, was "Atika bt. Asid b. Abjal-Is b. Umayya b. ‘Abd Shams. ‘Abdallih b. ‘Ame 
himself generally perpetuated his connections with the dynasty through the family of 
Asid b. Abi Ts, ie. through his maternal great grandmother. In doing so, he may have 
followed the precedent of his grandfather "Uthmin b. “Affin, who had at some point 
also married off his daughter Umm Sa’fd to ‘Abdallah b, Khalid b. Asid.°7° 

‘Abdallah b. ‘Am married a daughter of ‘Abdallah b. Khalid b. Asid, who bore him 
four daughters and two sons.*”' Details about only one of these daughters have come 
down to us: his descendant Umm ‘Abdalliih bt. ‘Abdallah was married to al-Walid b, 
“Abd al-Malik and had a son named ‘Abd al-Rabmin by him; after al-Walid’s death, she 
married Ayyab b, Sulaymiin b. “Abd al-Malik.*”? A similar Umayyad contact is 
suggested in ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr's son Umayya’s appointment over the sadaqdt of Tayyi’ 
‘and Asad at the time of Marwiin b. Mubammad, He also led a failed raid against the 
‘Fayyi” when the latter refused to pay their dues. Umayya lost his life at Qudayd, 
presumably on the side of the Madinans.®”® His brother "Abd al-'Aziz, the commander 
‘of a contingent at Qudayd, where he also lost his life, was the governor of Mecca and 
al-TW*if for Yazid b. al-Walid.* Thus, almost all the children through this marriage 
had successfully curried the favor of the ruling house. 

‘Abdallih b. “Amr also married Umum ‘Amr bt. Abin b. “Uthmiin, a daughter of his 
uncle, who was a favonte of the Umayyads.*”’ Among their children, the sources name 
Sa'da, who was married to Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Malik and had ‘Abdallah and *A"isha by 
‘him. If this Sa°da is the same as Umm ‘Amr’s daughter Umm Sa°id, she was also 
married to Yazid's brother Hishim after the former’s death.*”” The foregoing details 
again amply demonstrate the close contacts of ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr’s descendants with 


7 See helow and the next chapter. 
S<* BL. 4: 600-3; 1S, 5: 201, 1H, 83. NO, 11te14 
0 1S, $: 471. al-"Uifur, Tarith, 165: "Abdalla b. Khalid b, Asid was briefly appornted the 

governor of Kath in 53 AH by Mu'swiya. al-"Usfurt, 7arith, 20: his son Khalid. ‘Abdallah was 

‘appointed over Basra by ‘Abd al-Malik in 72,AH afier the defeat of fon al-Zubayr.al-Usfurt, Taridh, 

238, 251: im 98 AH “Abd al"Aziz b, ‘Abdallib was appointed governor of MUsim; he wus also 

appointed the governor of Mecca by “Umar Il, See also Dawa, al-Abhbdr. 225; BIL, 4: 462-74, 
© BL 4: 603-6, 7: SIT: NQ, N14 © BL, 4: 6113-6; TH.84-6; NQ, 1146, 
TH. ABE; BL, 4: 622; NO, 1146; Iba “Asai, 9: 299 
©* TH, KSI; BIL, 4: 606-8: NQ, 114, 250. "Abd ak'Azty is also reported as the governor of Mecca 

atthe time of Marwan b, Muhammad. His son ‘Abd alslabbar wae killed with his father at Qudayd (1H, 

$36; NQ, 1140); hes daughter “Leza bt, "Abd abAnta married al-Walld “Abd al-Malik and then Bakr 

bb ‘Abst al-Malik (NO, 1146), 
© See below. 916 BL, 4: 604F:NQ, 166-69 
© TH 84-6, 91-3: fbn Habib, al-Muhabbar 243; Ton Quiayha, al-Ma arif, 205; BL. 4: 603-6, 7 
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the Umayyad rulers throughout their occupation of the throne 

‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr was also married to Asma" bt, ‘Abd al-Rabman b. al-Harith b. 
Hishim b. al-Mughira al-Makhziimi. Throughout his life, “Abd al-Rabmrdin had been 
supporter of *Uthmin and, after the latter’s death, a vocal opponent of “AIL” As 
mentioned above, he was also married to Maryam al-Kuibra bt. *Uthman and, as we will 
sce below, his family also had close connections with the line of Abaa b. *Uithmiin. That 
the links with the line of ‘Amr b. “Uithman were firm is indicated further in the fact that 
‘Umm ‘Amr bt. Abin, the aforementioned wife of ‘Abdallah b. "Amr, was a granddaugh- 
ter of ‘Abd al-Rabman b. al-Lfarith (she was born to his daughter). Pinally, for the 
analysis to follow, it is also worth noting that Asma” bt. ‘Abd al-Rabmain was born 10 
the Zubayrid Umm al-Hlasan bt. al-Zubayr b, “Awwam. 

‘Asma’ bt. ‘Abd al-Rabman had two daughters and one son by ‘Abdallah b, “Amr. Her 
daughter Haya was married to ‘Abd al-’Aziz b, Marwan b. al-Hakam; and ber daughter 
“A ‘isha had two sons by Sulayman b, ‘Abd al-Malik.” Thus, through Asma” this line 
had successfully managed to maintain the favor of the Umayyad caliphs. 

Yet a break from the Umayyads noticed above in the lines of Bukayr b. ‘Am, al 
Mughira b, ‘Amr, and ‘Abdallah b, ‘Umar b. “Amr now manifests itself again in the frag- 
mentary details of the life of AsmAs son Khilid b. “Abdallah b. ‘Am. The sources report 
that when Khalid, « notable of the Quraysh, was sent as a delegate to Yazid b. ‘Abd al- 
Malik, the latter asked for his sister's hand in marriage. Khalid responded that his father 
had placed twenty thousand dindrs as the standard mahr for the women of his house. 
Yazid could not provide this, the marniage was not possible, The caliph was offended, 
“You do not think us your equal except on condition of the sum? If some other Qurasht 
had proposed to her, you would have let this happen for less.” Khalid responded that this 
was perhaps the case, given that his sister would be a queen among other Qurashis, but 
a slave to Umayyad royalty, He now firmly refused the marnage and returned to 
Madina, The response cont Khalid commderable humiluttion and ultimately his life. Fi 
Yarid immediately sent a messenger to his governor in Madina and ordered hita to 
appoint someone who would take Khiiid every day to Shabba b. Nassiih in order that 
hie be taught the Quen in the company of young boys. Thereafter, Yazid commanded 
his governor to have Khalid beaten in the street. The order was carried out and Kialid, 
whose wounds must have been severe, fell sick and died shortly thereafter 

Until Yazid’s time, Khalid must have maintained an enviable position with the 
Umayyad dynasts. For much like some of his cousins studied above, he was mamed 
into the powerful family of ‘Abdallah b. Khalid b. Asid.*' And like some others. he had 
also established some links with his cognate cousins, the Zubayrids 


1% See Madelung, Succession, 147,172, 182,284, 339, 47 

© TH, 8466; NQ, HIDE, 163-65; BL, 4: 603-6; ba Hab, al Mubahbur: 243, 

1 (H, BBC: BL a: OME, 7: 191; NO, 1-14; 305-7 

1/NQ. IAC; IH, 83. He was married to Ramla bt. "Abel al-Rabmo b. Abdali b. Kili b, Asi 
Mer father was the governor of Mecca for ‘Abd al-Malik. See al-Isbabiot,al-Aghint, 3: 113 

"2 “The Zubayrids and the line of ‘Atallah b. Khalid b. Asi figure promioently among the cognates 
of the “Lidamanids. The link between the two ts unclear 10 me. [tis worth noting that this phenomena 
‘of marriages into these two fanulies ts even more striking in Khilid's marriage to Asma “Uirwa b 
al-abayr, who was also married at some point to Yabya b.‘Abbadb."Abllh b. Khalid b Asid. See 
IH. RSENQ. Hat 
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Unfortunately, the significance of these contacts cannot be determined, given that 
details of only three of his descendants can be recovered from the sources: ‘Abdallah 
, Khalid, a Madinan who left no surviving progeny. was killed with his cousins at 
‘Qudayd; Rugayys bt. “Amb, Khalid, a daughter of Farima bt. “Uthman b. “Urwa b. al- 
Zubayr, was married for an undetermined period to al-Mahdi, and ‘Amr. Mubammad 
b. Yabya b. ‘Amr b. Khalid b. ‘Abdallah b. "Am was a transmitter in Mecea and gddi of 
that city at the time of al-Mu‘tarmid.“*? Although no firm conclusions can be drawn from 
these scanty details, perhaps itis reasonable to suggest that the general silence of the 
sources, in contrast fo the relatively ample information we have about some other lines 
of the “Uthmiinids during the Umayyad period, is an indication that Khilid’s family had 
fallen out of favor. His granddaughter's marrage to al-Mahdi reminds us of the usual 
pattem of the bref re-emergence of the élite at the beginning of the ‘Abbasid period (the 
“Abbasids do not seem to have embraced them immediately). The concomitant contact 
with the Zubayrids, by now a recognized pattern, is also worthy of attention 

Of Khalid’s father, “Abdallah b. ‘Amr, one may safely say that, although his cognate 
links suggest some pro-’Alid inclination, be was firmly lodged into the Umayyad 
enclave. He was also on amicable terms with some important quarters of the Band 
Makhzim, with whom he developed marital bonds. Through one of these marriages to 
the Makhzim, he gained distant Zubayrid in-laws, a link that was perpetuated in turn 
through his son Khalid. ‘The latter also lost Umayyad favor and his life at the time of 
‘Yazid b. “Abd al-Malik; thereafter, the sources have nothing to report other than the 
names of three of his descendants, two of whom had gained favor with the post-Mansar 
"Abbasids. The trajectory of the political inclinations of this line running through three 
generations is marked by an emerging shift in the third generation from the Umayyads 
tw the ‘Abblisids in the last thirty years of the rule of the former, It seems that during this 
lume Zubayrid contacts also solidified. The line generally remained settled in the Hijaz 

"Abdallah b, ‘Amr’s social contacts and the political fortune of his descendants are 
nicely summed up in his marriage to Faima bt. al-Husayn b. “Ali, a woman bor to 
Umm Isbiq bt. Talba b. “Ubaydallah, This Umm Isbig. whom we have come across in 
a previous chapter, was first married to al-Hasan b, “Ali and had also earlier caught the 
eye of the caliph Mu’awiya for his son Yazid. Whether it was due to deliberate planning 
of an error in communication, her brother married her off instead to the “Alid. This 
incident is said to have generated considerable animosity between Yazid and her brother 
Ishaq. After al-ilasan's death, his brother al-Husayn mamed her at the recommendation 
of the former and she bore him Fatima. This Fltima was herself first married to al- 
Hasan b, al-Hasan. an ‘Alid bom to Khawla bt. Manzir al-Fazanyya, whom we have 
come across also in connection with the Talbids. Khawla and her sister Tumadir also 
seem fo have had strong ties with the Zubayrids, Like her mother, Fatima had also 
refused a proposal from a high ranking Umayyad official, a Madinan governor of Yarid 


See the previous chapter, Madelung, Succession, 382-3, 

© BL, 197f (B). As seen above, Yazid b.’Abs al-Malik’s proposal to another “Uthmanid was also 
turned down by Khalid b, “Abdalla b. ‘Ami. It seems that both refusals came during bis caliphate and 
{hus in the span of four short years. This also suggests that ‘Abdallah contracted this marriage lates 1p 
life. And this, in turn, fits well with the changing political position of his family, as observed above. 
and of some families of his brothers around thes tne 


9 TH 83; NO. 11tet 
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b. ‘Abd al-Malik, and had thus made herself vulnerable to his hostility."** Thus, in this 
‘marriage to Fatima, ‘Abdallah had embraced a loaded baggage of anti-Umayyad Hijizi 
élite — Talhids, Zubayrids, and Hasanid and Husaynid ‘Alids. 

The most prominent child from this marriage was named Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah 
b. ‘Amr al-Dibaj, a man who inclined towards his cognate half-siblings, the Hasanid 
revolutionaries Ibrahim and Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan. It is unclear what 
kind of relationship Mubammad had cultivated with the Umayyads or what his cognate 
kinship contributed in this regard.** One indication of friendly relations between them 
is suggested by his missions as a delegate to their governors. However, such missions 
perhaps highlight more his own standing among the local élite than his relationship with 
the dynasts. In addition, the account of his dispatch is tempered by an indirect explana- 
tion that he used to participate as an envoy for the sake of the substantial monetary 
benefits that his trips afforded him.**” In other words, the trips do not indicate friendship 
with the dynasts 

‘A further hint at friendly Umayyad contact is found in the marriage of his daughter 
Ruqayya to Muhammad b. Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik.*** The sources say nothing about 
the circumstances under which this mariage was contracted. But it is worth noting that 
Hisham had earlier asked for the hand of al-Dibaj’s niece, the daughter of his full 
brother al-Qasim, for his son. al-Qisim placed some heavy financial conditions on this 
marriage, but none of them were met by the caliph and the relationship between the two 
houses deteriorated, When al-Qasim died, Hishim not only married the former's wife, 
but also wed his son to a daughter of his, Both were then carried off to Syria before the 
helpless and wailing Madinans.* Although here too a marriage existed, the details 
‘suggest that it was contracted under duress and that in this ease good contact with the 
Umayyads cannot necessarily be gauged in terms of matital links 

None of this is mentioned with respect to al-Ditijs aforementioned daughter Rugayya, 
though her lineage suggests that the masriage may have been contracted under pressure: 
she was bom to Umm Kulthdm bt. Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Talha, whose mother, Um 
‘Ya'qdb al-Talhiyya, used to circulate in “Abbasid and TAlibid circles; further, Umm 
Ya'qab’s father was an avowed pro-Zubayrid. Whether Ruqayya’s marriage took place 
under duress oF not is a moot point; what deserves more altention is the fact that it was a 
socially multivalent Hijitzl contact for the Umayyads. Best of all, it was afforded via the 
agency of an Umayyad who placed his loyalties with his cognate cousins, a revolutionary 
branch of ‘Alids, The various contacts were already firmly present in Muhammad's matri- 
lineal genealogy, as explained above. Perhaps the Umayyads were simply interested in 
reaping the fruits ofthis politically and socially useful line.®° 


© But sce the next chapter for eprsodes suggesting the stramed relationship between al-Hasan b. 
al-Hasan and “Abd al-Malik and what might loosely be called a Hasanid-Zubsyrid-Talbid enclave at 

#7 NO, 108-111. That the monetary gifts he received were the real reasoo foe his trips (instead of 
friendly terms) 15 suggested indirectly 1m an episode where he 1s scolded by a cousin for visiting the 
governors. He explams that each time he visits. a gift of one thousand dindrs is presented to him, 
Presumably. this was Muhammad's way of explaming his uscharactenstic behavior 

8 TH, RSE: NQ, 116-19, om IM, 83f; BL. 4 603Mf, 7-327; NO, 1146 

0 1H, 83; NQ, 116-19. Umm Kulthim was boro to Um Ya"qab be. ismai b. Talha, whose 
‘mother was Lubha bt. ‘Abdali b.al-'ABhi< See the previous chapter for details al-Db’s full ster 
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How strong an influence his intricate cognate lineage exerted on al-Dibaj can be 
gauged from the fact that his only other known wife was also a Talbid and her only 
known daughter, al-Rugayya al-Sughra, was married to al-Dibaj's nephew, the revo- 
lutionary Ibrahim b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali. This marriage 
sparked reasonable concem in al-MansGr, who had al-Dibij captured and decapitated 
when Ibrihim’s brother, Mubammad b. “Abdallh b. al-Hasan, declared himself in 
Madina. 

Let us now turn to another branch. Umm ‘Ame bt. Jundab’s son Abin b. “Uthmiin, 
who participated in the Battle of the Camel with “A"isha, was ‘Abd al-Malik’s governor 
‘of Madina.®* He held this post at the time of Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya’s death and, 
according to custom, led his funeral prayers. It is reported that Abd Hashim allowed 
this to happen only because it was considered preferable for the governor to assume this 
rule, Otherwise, his family would not have agreed to this. The sources thus indicate 
‘tension between the two households.* 

Two of Abin's wives have been identified by the sources. The marriage with the first, 
Umm Sa‘id bt. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Harith b. Hishiim al-Makhziimi, should be no 
surprise. For we have already come across several examples of this “Uthmanid line's 
efforts at establishing links with this family Unum Sa‘ld had two sons and a daughter 
bby Abin, but no tseful information about them has survived.” One of her sons, named 


Rugayya was married to Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik and died in chikibinth, See TH, 84-6:NQ, L14f; BL, 
4: 603-6 

©" TH, ABE; NQ, 116-19. It is reported that Mahim died before consummating the marriage, 
Rugayya ix then said to have taken another husband, who ix variously given in the sources ax 
Mubamunad ®. Morais Mubamumad b AN, ‘Abatallah th al"Abis or Muamimad brahim by 
"AID. "Ubaydallah b. al~Ablbts. This marriage was perhaps contracted by the “Abbasids m a concilia- 
ory effort after Mubaninad al-Nafs ab-Zakiyya’s revolt, See the next chapter 

© Samant, 2: 522: 1H, R30. See BL, 4: 603-6, where he appears ax Mubammad al-Axghar b, 
"Abstallis here 6s also said that he married hes daughter off either to Mubannmad b, “Atallah b. ‘AIT 
‘orto his brother Ibrahim. BIL, 2: 414, also reports that Mangir had al-Dibaj punished for refusing 10 
‘give up Ihwabim b, ‘Abdallah’ place of hiding. See NO, 1146 

©) BL 4: 6007; BL, 4.2: 393° °Ata al-Malik appointed him the governor of Meces after Yahya 
abHakam b, Abi al>"As. 

© IM, 84-46; BL 2: $73. tn the latter source mother necount is mentioned wherein its Abd Hashim 
who leads the prayer 

“* Its also possible that Aba Hishim’s remark eclwed the general popular view of Abin. he was 
‘notundus for taking bribes and for committing the Great Sins. According to one report, when his father- 
in-law ‘Abdallah b. Ja" far asked for his permission to be sent as a delegate wo ‘Aba al-Malik, he first 
demanded a certain slave girl of bis and, when she was not delivered, secured a young boy from him. 
See BL, 6: 18-20; 951. See Quiqashandl, Nikdyat, 140-1 and al-Burri, Jawhara, 2: 195, where he is 
also mentioned as 3 fagih 

s*  Absin's full sister Maryorn was married ws ‘Abel al-Rabyman b al-Hfirth and his ephew ‘Abdalli 
‘Amr was married to Asma bt. ‘Abd al-Rabmin. A very clear example, both of the complex tinks 
among the lines of Absin, ‘Abdalla by. “Anv b, “Udhmin, and "Abd al-Rabms b, al-Harith and of the 
tmportance of cognate links, «indicated 1n the following genealogical details and onomastics Umm 
‘Sa'id be. “Abd al-Rabmain 6, a-Hiirah married Abin b. “Uthaiin and had Um *Ame by him; this Umar 
‘Amr married ‘Abslallah b, ‘Amr and hore him a dauphter named Umm Said. This 1 atypical example 
of onomastics coming full circle to the cognate lineage; the genealogical cormections are, of course. 
obvious 

7 TH, 84-6; BL, 4: 618-20; al-Burr, Jawhara, 2: 195-6; NQ, 119-21, 305-7, 
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‘Abd al-Rabman (al-Madaniy™ after his maternal grandfather, married his cognate 
cousin Hamna bt. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rabmin b. al-Hrith, thus perpetuating this 
long-standing cognate connection. She had one son and one daughter by him.” 
Unfortunately, we know nothing about them except that the son, who was named 
“Uthmiin, was a resident of Madina."° The names of several descendants of Ab&n 
‘(usually up to two generations after him) have been preserved in the sources. However, 
‘no useful information about them is available.7" 

Abin b. “Uthmiin also married Umum Kulthiim bt. “Abdallth b. Jafar b. Abi'TALib? 
ata time, it seems, when the Ja’farid-‘Alid land disputes in the Hijltz had not yet led to 
‘riff between the two groups, This means that the marriage was into a pro-’Alid camp 
(other details to follow suggest the same). This is surprising given the enviable position 
Abin had with the Umayyads and his less than stellar reputation with the ‘Alids and 
Hijazts in general. And with the exception of some descendants of his brother "Amt (as 
noted above), the marriage also does not fit the general *Uthmanid marital program that 
tended to incline quite heavily towards the ‘Abd Shams. 

The details surrounding the figure of Umm Kulthim bt. ‘Abdallah reveal not only 
why Aban might have wanted thix marriage but also the sociopolitical program of the 
Sufylinids with respect to the Hijiiz, The sources report that Umm KulthGm was 
married, in the following order, to ‘Abd al-Malik, “Alt ‘Abdalllth b, al-"Abb&S, al- 
Hajjt b. YGsuf, al-Qasim b. Mubammad b, Jafar b. Abi Talib, and Absa b, “Uthenéin 

The sources report that “Abd al-Malik divorced her and that when al-Hajjaj married her, 
the latter was severely scolded by him and promptly also divorced her. As it ts also 
‘mentioned that al-Qisim b, Mubammad married ber after Mu*hwiya’s proposal for bis, 
son way tumed down by the TMibids, the chronology of marriages offered above does 
not make sense. For “Abd al-Malik’s action against al-Llajja) implies that the latter was 
already in his service, but Mu'awiya and Yazid had both long disappeared from the 
scene by then. To this argument is added the claim of the sources that ‘Abd al-Malik did 
not marry her at all and that both he and ‘Alt, "Abdallth were married to her sister. Ome 
source also reports the marriages in the following order: al-Qasim b. Mubammad, al- 
Hajjaj, ‘AIT, ‘Abdallah b. al~'Abbas, In view of the argument above and what is to 
follow, this may be a more likely chronology (though Abiin is missing from the list) 78° 

Our sources state that sometime during his reign, Mu'Swiya seat a proposal to 
“Abdallah b, Ja'far asking for his daughter's hand for his son Yazid.™ ‘Abdallah 

(0 a) -Bukbast l-Tarikh, $: 254; Toa “Asahi, 43: 47 

©" IH, 84-6; NO, 119-21 

7 al-ubht,al-Taribh, 6: 237; a-RA, al Jorb, 6 157 

704 TH, 4-6, Tho Hajar, dnt 1: 168A, mentions a descendant of ‘Abd al-Rabms, wo was born 
saxteen generations removed in 777 AH. He settled, a least for some time in Egypt. This ts in keepang 
with a report found in a-Qaigashandt, Nika 85-6, 140-1, that some ofthe descendants of Abin b 
“Uthmia were found in Egypt. BL. 4: 618-20 reports that some of Abin b. “Ushmin’s descendants 
‘were in al-Andalus 

Tha Taye, alitghit al nad’, 104: her mosher was Zaynab bt. "AI. Abt Talib and her mosher 
‘was Fatima, the daughter ofthe Prophet. Thus, she was royalty amoog the religious élite 

"™* tha Habib, Mubabbar; 439. Tho Qutayba, Ma rif 115-6: al-Hayjaj married her after Ahan, BL. 
4 618-20: Absa marred her after al-Hajjj al-Mubarrad, af-Kémi, 1: 408, mentions the rare report 
that Khalid b. Yazid b, Muawiya was macried to her 

"On “Abdallah b. Ja‘far and the episode to follow. see Madelung. “Hashimiyyat’. p. 18. 
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deferred in this matter to al-Husayn b, ‘A's judgment, The latter rejected the proposal, 
put on the table via the proxy of Marwan b. al-Hakam, and married Umm Kulthim 
instead to al-Qisim b. Muhammad b. Jafar, assigning Bughaybigha as ber dower. What 
interest did Mu"awiya have in establishing # marital link with this family?” 

The clue comes from a few reports that seem to relate to the abovementioned episode, 
In the context of a discussion about whether a man may inherit from his wife and then 
divorce her, itis stated that Abin married a daughter of ‘Abdallah b. “Uthmiin as a 
second wife to Umm Kulthém, presumably because the latter refused to sell her inher- 
itance to him. He then divorced her.” Thus, it appears that the marriage had something 
to do with inheriting or acquiring Talibid land in the Hijiz, (Land was already 
mentioned in the account of Mu"awiya’s failed proposal.) 

Furthermore, the sources report a debate between al-Walid b. Yazid and ‘Abdallah b. 
al-blasan over a property called al-Nu'aynia.””” It is in the course of this debate that 
Mu"tiwiya’s failed proposal is mentioned; and in this context it is added that Nu‘ayni‘a, 
a sadaga of ’All, remained with al-Lusayn until his death. It then fell into the hands of 
‘Yazid; then, during the caliphate of Tbn al-Zubayr, it was returned to the "Als; then, 
"Abd al-Malik gave it to the family of Mu’awiya. Thereafter, "Umar II retumed it to the 
“Alids; then Yazid b. “Abd al-Malik gave it back to the family of Mu’awiya. Again, it 
sscems that the Umayyads were heavily vested in the enterprise of acquiring Talibid lands 
in the Hijz (and usually lands that had some existing or prior sadaga designation).”°* 

Bughaybigha, which was also a sadaga of "Ali to his sons al-Hasan and al-Husayn, 
remained in the hands of the Ja° farites after its transfer to Umm Kulthim until the time 
of al-Ma’miin. The latter is said to have compensated them for it and to have retumed 
itto its original state as sadagat ‘all. 

Finally, Bughaybigha ts usually mentioned along with another famous sadaga of “Ali, 
called "Ayn AbTNayzat. The sources report that Mu"&wiya had tried to buy this from al- 
Husayn, who refused the very handsome sumn of two hundred thousand dindrs, claurning, 
that the land was inviolable sadaga from his father. 

It seems, therefore, that Talibid property in the Hijivz, especially property designated 
at some point as sadaga, was of special interest to the Sufyanids (Umayyads). Given 
the details of the marnage proposal to Umm Kulthiim and what has been recorded of 


Abdallah’s relationship with the Umayyads deteriorated completely during the caliphate of Abu al- 
Malik 

“© Marwan was very upset when al-Husayn rejected bin and claimed that the caliph had only 
‘wanted to bring the wo beutes together al-Husayn respooded that ths defection (ghar) had not come 
from burn but from the Umayyads. And he reminded Marwan ofthe time he had proposed to Aisha 
be ‘Uidbmin (tose possible Alid wclination will he mentioned bekow), but Marwin chose to marry 
ber off instead wo “Abdalla b.al-Zuhay. Earlier, al-Husayn had intimated to Umm Kulthim that 
Talibid daughters do oot marry outsiders. It therefore bard to determune whether al-Husayn made 
ts decisia view of 2 general Talbid policy oF the evolving sociopolitical ssuation or both. See BL, 
4 mr °% Ma ‘Aniki, $9:247, 

7” This may im fact be a corruptico of Bughaybigha (the two words have identical onhographic 
seats), but the history of the ownership of Bughaybigba (as noted below differs from that of this 
Nw‘ayni'a. Ifthe name was corrupted. this might have to do with its re-idenification in view of « 
contested history. lam curently preparing an article that explores tis possibility 

7 Waki", Abhi, 1 152M 
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the circumstances of her divorce from Aba, itis reasonable to say that the latter (who 
‘was very close to the Umayyads) had contracted this marriage with a view to acquiring 
‘Talibid land. The marriage does not indicate sociopolitical inclinations." 

Finally, Aban’s full brother Khalid b, “Uthman very likely lived in Sugya. an area 
north of Madina. The sources state that he inherited the copy of the Qur'an that 
*Uthman was reading when he was murdered and that after him it was passed on to his 
descendants. It is also reported that his line passed away,”"° 

‘Some fragmentary information about Khalid b. Uthmiin’s descendants has come 
down to us. All of it suggests continued attachment to his paternal kinship group: his 
daughter Zaynab was married to "Anbasa b, “Amb, “Uthmiin and had three children by 
hhim, and his grandson Khalid b. ‘Abdallah b. Khalid was married to Asma’ br. “Uirwa 
b. al-Zubayr. The latter was also married to Khiilid b. “Abdallih b. “Amb, “thin and 
Yabyitb. ‘Abbiid b. ‘Abdallh b. Khiilid b, Asfd. She bore three children for the latter.” 
Finally, Khalid b. “Uthmin’s son Sa°fd had two daughters who were married to the 
caliph al-Walld b. Yazid.’!? These few details point to this line's direct and indirect 
amicable relations with the Umayyad dynasts. The fact that the names of Khalid’s 
descendants disappeared completely in the post-Umayyad period may also suggest 
uncompromising support of theit paternal pro-Umayyad kinship group. 

With the possible exception of some lines of Amr b, “Uthmiin, itis reasonable to say 
that the descendants of Umm ‘Amr bt, Jundab generally remained pro-Umayyad for the 
greater part of the rule of the first dynasty. Some houses from this line cultivated a close 
(though at times strained) relationship with the Sufyinids and, with the coming of the 
Marwiinids, they may have been considered useful allies in bridging the gap between 


the two clans. Generally, the pull of the Marwiinids was much stronger on this line 
through a good part of the rule of the first dynasty. Nevertheless, by the third generation, 
one begins to notice not only that some lines did establish contacts with the Zubayrids 

whose own trajectories deserve a fuller exploration than is offered here-tbut also that 
they became decidedly anti-Umayyad. By the fifth generation, the descendants of these 


Why this area was so important to the Umayyads ts not entirely clear from the preliminaries of 
this book. This is a question | plan to explore further at a future date. Certainly, recently discovered 
rcheological evidence suggests chat Mu'awiyi had a vested interest in Hiei construction projects 
(though, to the best of my knowledge, specific ltention to the coastal regions 1s not recorded); and the 
‘ideological significance of the region for ‘Abs al-Malik has recently been noted by Robinson. ‘Ah! al 
Malik, 35, 37-8, 98, (again, to the best of my knowledge, his tention was directed rather to Mecca 
‘and not w the western littoral) We also know that the rewos in quesbon supported a large Talbid and 
‘pt0-Tlibid population (this is also party borne out by the evidence in the next chapter), Given this, 
the fact thatthe holy cities — which were of more direct importance to the calipts — depended on 
Egyptian grain passing through the region, atk! thatthe agricultural potential of vhs lad was very high 
thy Hyaai standards, the designs of the Umayyad caliphs over the region do make good vense 
1S, 3:54: 1H, BIE: BL, 4: 60017: NQ, JO4IT, 16°19; thm Quiayta, al-Ma rif 115-44 Saki 

sal Tus 2213. 

1 The Zubayrids had cultivated a close relationship withthe fine of “Abdallah b. Kihilid b, Aste 
The latter were generally pro-timayyadl throuphou the reign af the first dynasty. We have seen below 
that association with the Zabayrids seems to have afforded the “Uthminids some gains during the 
‘Abbasid period. Unfortunately, this was out the case for Khalid b. “Uihrnn’s ine. The exact contours 
‘of Zubaynd relations with the Umayyads and "Abbasids deserve further exploration, 

"fn al-Jawat, af-Muntazam, 7: 240; NO, 1140-0, 1M. 84-6 
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anti-Limayyad lines reappear in the sources as the kin of the new rulers of the Mustim 
world, the ‘Abbasids, and a few of them were able to secure political positions.”"? The 
shift to the anti-Umayyad camp was very likely facilitated by the latent and complex 
cognate lineages of the descendants of some of the lines studied above. For it was 
usually these same groups that perpetuated their multivalent cognate links. In many 
cases, this shift in alliance afforded them a place in the ‘Abbasid political order, But in 
‘some cases,as in that of al-Dibaj, the politics of the cognates motivated them to partic- 
ipate in revolutionary movements against the new ruling house. Most of ‘Uthman’s 
descendants from this line either remained in the Hijiz or maintained some contact with 
the region until the early “Abbasid period. 


IVit4. The Descendants of Na ila bt. al-Furdfisa 


Nila, the daughter of a Kalbi notable, was the paternal cousin of “Abd al-Rabman b. 
“Awf"s wife Tumigir bt. al-Asbagh. She was thus of royal blood and is celebrated in the 
‘Muslim sources as the third caliph’s loyal wife who boldly stood beside him in his last 
dreadful hours.” "Uthmiin married Na‘ila in 28 AH either through the proxy of his 
kinsman Sa°id b. al-"As, who had earlier married her sister Hind, or on the recommen- 
dation of Tumdir bt. al-Asbagh herself.”!* 

Whether it was because N&ila had come into “Uthmiin's houschold through Qurashi 
{pethaps more specifically, Umayyad) contacts or because the Umayyads observed 
marital rules different from the élite studied s0 far, none of Niila’s children were 
absorbed into their cognate cireles.”" Naila bore "Uthmin four of five daughters and 


"Ins worth ooung that, unlike the descendants ofthe élite we have studied s0 far, 00 descendant 
form this ne of “Liduman was appexied over the shuria, tor, withthe exceptians af the very late “Amt 
', Mubammad b. Yabya b. "Amr b. Khhilid b. “Absallah b. "Amr and Abu Marwin Mubanumad b, 
“Ube. Khalid. “Urnaeb, “Ataf b, alc Walid b, *“Uthekn, was anyone appointed gat, Dues 
this suggest that they were locally weak and were thus of little use in the micromanagement of the 
‘empire? On the other band, the “Uthmanids were appointed governors 1a the Hijkz. both in the 
‘Umayyad and earty “Abbiaid penods, However, their numbers io high-ranking posts are generally quite 
low. This ts expecially surprising for the Umayyad perioa given the great number oftheir marriages 
sto the famuties of the dynasts 

7% fog ‘Abst Rabbi, Yd, 3: 323, 7:9. 

"9 The former channel is mare amply noted in the sources. See Iybabint,al-Asshanl, 15: 70-1; foo 
“Abd Rabi, af-'tgd. 7°98 

We have already observed that the children of "Uthman’s other southern wife, Umm ‘Amy bt 
Jundab, generally did pot marry snto the family of their cognates. (There were some exceplions, of 
‘course, such as the line of al-Dihaj.) This phenornenen ts sn marked contrast to the marnages of the 
hiren of Sa'db. ADS Waa, ‘Aba al-Rabymin b. “As, and Tala, “Uhaydallat. The putters noted 
of the Umayyads apply alsa tothe “Alids and, less 80, to the Zobayrids. One may suggest that these 
patterns had something to do with the principle of kafa a, whereby the women of genealopscally higher 
ranking groups would not marry into lower families. The petnciple applies exclusively i luting the 
husbands that womco may take, Thus, few ‘Alid and Umayyad wornen mamied below thei liseage 
The children of Nila are 2 case in point. Although, atleast in theory, Maliki and Shi' law places tithe 
‘emphasis on this principle (Hanaf law assigns great importance W it, whereas Shafi‘ and Hank law 
‘considers it as important asthe presence of a guardian for contracting mamages), practice relied at 
‘quite heavily: it scems that during the Umayyad period, the “Uthmiinids ranked lower than the 
Umayyad dynasts. For this same perio, they also appear tobe higher than the Zubayrids ana the “Aids 
The latter's position is dificult 10 gauge in relation to the Umayyad dynasts, but they seem 10 be on 
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pethaps one son.’!” Their daughter Umm al-Banin is also reported as the child of a 
concubine,”"* She is said to have married ‘Abdallah b. Yazid b. Abi Sufyan, though no 
such son of Yazid appears elsewhere in the sources, ”"” 

Of their remaining four daughters, Maryam al-Sughri married the Madani poet AbG 
(Qutifa “Amr b. al-Walid b. “Ugba b, Abi Mu’ayt, who was for some time exiled by Ibn 
al-Zubayr when the latter expelled the Umayyads from the region during his reign.”™° 
That his line remained generally Joyal to the dynasts is indicated by the participation of 
‘Amr’s son Muhammad (Who was not born to Maryam) in the armies of Mastams b, 
"Abd al-Malik at the time of the suppression of the revolt of Ibn al-Muhallab. During 
this time, he was appointed over Kafa.”?" “Ame probably divorced Maryam, who then 
married Sa'ld b. al-"As, her maternal aunt’s husband. 72? A daughter of Maryam and 
Sa'ld married Khilid b, Yazid b, Mu"awiya.”29 

Maryam al-Sughra’s sister Arwa married Khalid b. al-Walld b. “Ugba. No further 
detail about them can be found,” Umm Khalid bt, ‘Uthmin married ‘Abdalla b 
Khalid b, Asid after he had been married to her sister Umm Sa"ld bt. *Uthman, who is 
mentioned below.” Finally, Unim Abin al-Sughr’ did not marry,” 

The line from Nala allows a fairly straightforward analysis: it remained attached to 
three Umayyad lines that we have come across numerous times above — the lines of 

Aba ‘Ame and, less s0, of al-As and Abd al-'Is. Thus, though they did not strengthen 
bonds with their Kalbi cognates, they perpetuated other well-established Umayyad 
links. 


‘equal footing with the ‘Abbasids forthe carly Umayyad period They are certainly lower than thean by 
the time of the “Abbasid revoluion. With the exception of some minor inuances of the Talbids 
marrying ‘Abbasid and Talibid daughters the Talbids, ‘Awfids, and Sa'sds all belonged to a lower 
troup. The highest ranks were occupied by the Umayyads, “Uthmimds, “Alids Abbasids, and 
Zubaynds, generally in this onder, It also worth reiterating that in the post-"Abd al-Malik period. 
reewerally the Umayyoals and “Uthminids formed one ftoot, whereas the ‘Alids “Abbasids, Zubayrids 
tnd Talbids formed another, Fhe Sa’dds and 'Awfids seem to have uhifted their attention away from 
the religho-poliical tothe tal elite, though this attachment to some ‘Ald camps was obvious 0 
previous chapters. This simplified analysts wil find elaboration in the next chapter 
Their sn “Antvisa is mentioned in an isolated report. See Madelu 
Marzubint, Mv Jam al-shu‘ard 415: however, his grandson al-Mughira b 
pied with bs cousin al-Dibay (ww Wharaja ma whi, though in the content the meaning ofthe phrase 
tw unclear) on the side of the Hasamds. This reflects a pro~’Alid/ant-"Abhsid stance, but whether al- 
Mughira was pro-'Alid and an-Umayyad during the Umayyad period depends on details of the 
ferment of the rebellion before its climax and of the careers of the ancestors of al-Dibiij and 
‘Mulamimad b. ‘Abdallah al-Nafs al-Zakiyya. I have given some detail regarding these matiers above 
tnd wil discuss it further in the last chapter. 
‘See tn al-Athit, Kd, $36; Tabart, Faith, 8-448; 18, 3: 4 
% Madelung, Secession, 368 
% BL. 4: 600-3; pba, alsAghdni, 1:7-18:NQ, 108; Iba Maks, mai 7: 120; The "Assi. 
ith 46: 46, =) al-Athir, Km. 930-1; Taba, Tari, $: 340, 
= TH, 80-2, where the daughter who married Sa’id is not identified. Madelung, Succession, 368, 
suggests that this is Maryam al-Sughrs and further hints that this isthe case are found at BL 4: 600-3. 
TANIA. "NO, 108f; fhe Habib, ah Muhabbar. SS, 
® tha Habib, Mihabbar. SS: NQ, 104 tn terms of social hierarchy, it seems thatthe families of 
‘Uthman b “Affi and Khali b. Asid were oo equal grounds. For daughters of both families were gxven 
im marriage to either side = NO, 104f, 


The Descendants of ‘Uthmin b. ‘Affan 


1Viii. Conclusions 


“Uthmiin b, "A Min had children by eight free women, all of whom have been identified 
in the sources. This is in sharp contrast to the other élite ancestral heads studied so far 
in this book, all of whom had children by anonymous concubines.” Before the end of 
‘Aba Bakr’s caliphate, he had contracted marriages with the following women in the 
likely order given here: Asma" bt. Abi Jahl, Rugayya bt, Muhammad b, ‘Abdallih (the 
Prophet's daughter); Umm Kulthiim bt. Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah (the Prophet's 
daughter), Umm al-Banin bt. “Uyayns al-Faziriyya; and Fatima bt. al-Walid al- 
Makhziimiyya. He then married Ramla bt. Shayba of the ‘Abd Shams. ‘Uthmin very 
likely divorced Asma" at around the same time that the family of Aba Lahab cut its 
bonds with the Prophet and divorced his daughters. "Uthmiin, in turn, embraced them. 
His marriage to Fatima was likely aimed at reestablishing links with the Makhgtim after 
the Conquest of Mecca: and the marriage to Ramla again indicates a return to his 
‘Mecean aristocratic roots. It is interesting to note that only the last two of these six 
‘marniages left lasting impressions on history. This is in keeping with the patterns of 
other élite studied above, few of whose descendants from early marriages into religious 
élite families have left records in our sources. Like them also, it seems that in the latter 
part of his life "Uithman had shifted his focus to the southern tribes — he contracted late 
marriages with Umm ‘Amr al-Azdiyya and Na’ila al-Kalbiyya—children from whose 
daughters prospered in the Umayyad and early “Abbasid periods. His marital preference 
was otherwise wholly for the Meccan old aristocracy, to which he retuned after 
Muhammad's death. Descendants from his last four marriages were generally absorbed 
into this aristocracy and prospered during the early history of Islam. 72* 

Although, with one possible exception, no daughter of ‘Uthman married a Sufyanid, 
there is an indication that some of the first generation of *Uthmanids did maintain 
amicable contacts with them (‘Amr b. “Uthmiin is a possible example). Thereafter, as 
with the daughters of "Uthmin, most of his descendants married heavily into the 
Makhzim and all the Umayyad branches except the Sufynids for several generations, 
Most of these descendants, a good number of whorn remained associated with the Hija 
well into the first half of the third century, also perpetuated their contacts with the 
Umayyad dynasty (i. the Marwiinids), marrying into it and acquiring high level posts 
from them. In fact, in contrast to the other religious élite families, “Uthminid descen- 
ddants were able to secure governorships from the ruling family (well placed descen- 
ants of other families studied here usually became heads of the police force, judges, 
‘of tax collectors, but never governors). 


The onty unidenufied woman “Uthman seems t have mamed was an unnamed concubine who 
bore him Umm al-Banin bx. “thm. Given that the latter's mariage to a Suva does not corre- 
spend Wo the pattern of “Uthman’s preference for she Marwanids foc his daughters and the fact hal at 
least one source fepons that she did not marry a all, some doubt may be cast on her historicity 
Otherwise. this was a rare excepoo in “Lithman’s linship patterns, both in her being the daughter of 
concubme and ip being 4 daughter Uithman gave to a Sufyanid 

“™* fts worth noting that thew southern cognate kinship did not make any difference to the careers: 
of “Uthmimd descendants. This contrasts with the cognate pull, southern or otherwise, of other élite 
studied $0 far. The phenomenon may be explained partly with reference tothe principle of Aafd'a 
(though why cven the men from these Imes didnot take up southern tees nes explanation 
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For some lines of ‘Amr. "Uthman, a break with the imayyad dynasts is perceptible, 
starting usually in their third generation. During this time at least two branches of his 
line established links directly with the Zubayrids and indirectly with the Talhids 
Descendants of these same branches reappeared in the fifth generation as kinsmen and 
‘employees of the ‘Abbasids.’ In contrast to the Umayyad period, the few posts these 
“Uthmdinids secured from the ‘Abbasids were never governorships; nor were they made 
heads of police, as the descendants of other religious élite. Like the latter, their descen- 
dants were made judges. This suggests that the ‘Abbitsids did not wish to place military 
power in their hands. 

In its second oF third generation, yet another line of ‘Amr b, “Uthmiin bad begun to 
cultivate Zubayrid, Talbid, and (expecially) ‘Alid contacts. Whether this meant a stance 
for or against the Umayyads is unclear, However, itis certain that the ‘Alid pull on this 
{group was strong enough to drag it into its revolutionary wings and result in its subse- 
quent repression by the early ‘Abbasids. 

But these are exceptions. The “Uthminids otherwise remained overwhelmingly 
attached to the Umayyads, remained mainly concentrated in the Hijtz, reaped the fruits 
of their dynastic lineage and associations during the Umayyad period, and left few 
records of success in the ‘Abbiisid period. Thus, they stand in contrast to the careers of 
other élite families studied in this book 


chapters. The details of the Zubayrid involvement with the early ‘Abinisids is discusses briefly «the 
next chapter 


CHAPTER V 
The Descendants of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib 


Vi Introduction 


The personal and public lives of “AIT, Abi Tlib and his sons al-Hasan, al-Husayn, and 
Muhammad have received ample treatment in medieval and modem literature of both 
a religious and scholarly cast.’™° The sources relevant to the reconstruction of their lives 
are conflicted on many matters of historical interest and are heavily mired in religious, 
socio-economic, und political rhetoric. Given this, an introductory section along the 
patterns of previous chapters would not only be quite superfluous but also historio- 
graphically facile. For this reason, this chapter will not deal with the fortunes of these 
four well-known figures; instead it will focus directly on the shaping of the socio: 
politics of their families in the early Islamic period. Where the discussion requires, 
statements about their careers and kinship relations will be made with reference to 
points of interest relevant to their descendants 

According to our sources, “Alf was born to Fatima bt. Asad b, Hishim, the only child 
through whom the line of her father is said to have continued.”"' The first Hashim 
‘woman to bear a child by a Hlashimi man, Fatima reportedly converted to Islam and was 
8 muhdjira.”” This identification of “All's mother was of significant interest to ‘Ali 
legitimist arguments deployed during the early “Abbisid period. The numerous 
‘examples in the introduction, cormparative excursions into the anthropological studies 
of similar cultures, and the details of previous chapters have established sufficiently the 
significance of cognate links for sociopolitical ascendancy among the groups studied 
in this book. In the early ‘Abbiisid period, as the issue of the caliphate was still being 
debated with vigor,” the common line of legitimist argument put forth by the ‘Alids 
was anchored in their descent through the Prophet's daughter Fatima (‘All's wife). But 
this was not the only Fitima in the ‘Alfd dialectical arsenal. They laid their claim to the 
leadership of the Muslim community also on their descent from Fijima bt. ‘Amr al: 
Madaniyya of the Band al-Najjar. This was the mother of both ‘Abdallah and Aba Talib, 
the Prophet's and ‘Ali's fathers respectively, and served as a common link between the 
two lines over and above the similar lineage the ‘Abbiisids claimed through al: 
"Abbiis, The fact that this mode of argument on the basis of cognate descent was used 


% ‘Sce, for example, Lammens, ‘A propos de ‘Ali. Abi Talib: Hasan, “Essays on the Life and 
Times of ‘AK ites Abi Talib’ (senes of essays); Calmard, "Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya.”: Brakel, The 
Story of Muhammad Hanafiyya; Sartwi, “Hasan b. ‘Alt b. Abi Talib’: al-Dalabi, al-Dkurriyya: al 
Taharani, Mayiaf, Hussain, ‘Developmental Analysis,” exp 56-66; 180 98, Madelung, Succession 
1? ances on these figures. ete MNO, 16; BL, 3314; fon “Inaba, 4) 

© al-Qalgashandt, Qld id, 157-8 *) Sharoa, Black kanners, 891 

7 Sharoa, Black Banners, 89AT. Bayhagl, 1: 192. This made ‘Abdallah and Abo Talib full brothers 
and al-'Abbs only a half brother of the Prophet's father 
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and had to be overcome by ‘Abbasid propaganda hints further at the political signifi- 
cance of maternal lines. An argument with no political weight would not have been 
used. 

A further proof that cognate lines counted for more than is often assumed is the lists 
‘of the names of ‘Alid mothers, daughters, and sisters from the first century and a half 
preserved in ‘Alid and non-"Alid genealogies. This is to be contrasted with the relative 
dearth of such information in these same works for the period that followed, for which 
usually only the names of the sons (with an emphasis on the mu ‘gib sons of a line) are 
preserved. The point is clear: if genealogies served legitimist purposes, the notion of 
legitimacy had begun to shift drastically in favor of exclusive patrilineal claims during 
the early ‘Abbasid period. It remains so until our time.”*> 

Be that as it may, until the early ‘Abbasid period, matrilineality still counted for 
‘much, not just in practical sociopolitics, as shown throughout this book, but also as an 
‘abstract principle of legitimacy and authority. It is perhaps in this context that the 
Tradition of the Prophet, *I am the son of *Atikas and Fatimas, all of them pure and 
aoble women’ is to be understood.” The sources identify most of the women named 
Atika in question as being from the Band Sulaym, who were major political players in 
the early Islamic period in the lands surrounding Mecca and Medina. ’*’ The authentic 
ity of the Tradition being irrelevant to the issue under consideration, it is obviously 
‘meant to assert kinship links with this powerful tribe.” The identified Fiimas hail 
from various groups, among them the Band al-Najji, the Makhziim, and the Azad.” 
‘All things being equal, these two names seem to allude to membership in the closest 
orbits of the family of the Prophet. It is perhaps in view of these details that the identi 


fication of ‘Ali's mother Fatima ought to be understood: the assertion that ‘Al was the 
first man to be born to two Hashimis, one of whom was named Fatima, could only 
bolster the caliphal aspirations of his descendants. This is especially significant in view 
of the fct that the meaning of al-Iashimiyya is still debateable,”*° If it meant descent 


> Rather interpretive pewulty stat the focus nthe very carly period was in very fine dstine- 
taoas volving females just because the vals were neck-and-neck m putea tem. tn other work 
mmaznlineality had come io the picture only brefy (and was not a longstanding focus of concern) 
because of the particular legitimist needs ofthis period. Hf that i the case. tbe change was moc leas 
trasic [prefer the first hypothens in view of the comparative control provided by the genealogical 
‘accounts of other fumibies studied io this book. Though resonts of these families tend wo become 
generally sparse after the fist few decades of ‘AbEsid rule, the extant evidence suggests that a shift 
‘owards patrlineality occurred there as well In otber words, in the case of the ‘Alids and the other 
famnulies there appears tobe a clear absence of interest matnincality fr this later perl. Ths 1 10 
he contrasted with a heavy foc 001 forall fais before tis pena, .€ fom the hilly tao the 
arty “Abbistd decades % BL, 1: 532: abBayhagl, 1: 192 
The significance mand around Medina aod wn the agncultural repons south of the ety has heen 
documented in the sources. See. for example, Harn, 174; Yaqot,“al-Rum, “Sai, “Ma’din Bact 
Sulaymn’ Bake, “Sabaq’, "Ragan “Batha’at, “Suwrigiy3',"Mz'din Banf Sulaym': Isfabal, 172 
Mugaddasst. 79: al-Sulimi, 8, 86,60, 65. The reader should Keep in mind the possiblity of historical 
hackproyection in these sources. ths sespectally problematic m the absence of ay viable reports aganst 
‘which a source enical method may be adopted. See also Lecker, Band Sulayon exp. 201-18 
 Simular kinship links with the Medians are suggested in accounts of the life and lineage ofthe 
Prophet's grandfather and father Al such kinships were matrilineal. See Ibo “tnaba. 10-11: al-Baybaqi, 
1192 7 al-Bayhagt 1: 192 
"© Sharon argues thar “is certain thatthe term Hashimivya as representing the clan of Hashim b 
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from Hishim b. “Abd Manif, then no group could lay greater claim to rule than ‘AL's 
descendants. the purest and earliest of Hashimis. 


Vii, The Descendants of “Alt b. Abi Talib 


In several ways, the kinship patterns of the descendants of “Ali match those of the 
descendants of Sa°d, ‘Abd al-Rabmiin, and Talha. They can also be contrasted with the 
general trends noted for the “Lithmiinids. For example, like the former set, socially and 
Politically some of the most notable descendants of ‘Alf were bor to daughters of 
southem tribes or to the élite who had a presence and influence in Iraq and northeast 
Arabia; and unlike the "Uthminids, his progeny to the Meccan old aristocracy enjoyed 
timited prospentty. Yet the ‘Alids were an exception to all the families studied in previous 
chapters in that their successful lines frequently maintained some association with the 
°Alid descendants of Fatima, the favorite daughter of the Prophet. Ties with this religious 
royalty guaranteed longevity to the various ‘Ald lines born to the tribal élite. The same 
cannot be said of the vast majority of the Sa'dids, "Awfids, Talbids, and “Uthmanids, 

But the case is generally the same for those few among them who did remain socially 
and politically relevant. In other words, any coherent and continuous narrative about 
the history of the Hijiizt élite that can be extracted from the foregoing details will very 
likely place the descendants of Fatima at the center, Notable élite from various patrilines 
_and matrilines contnbute to the narrative by being linked to this center," 

The story of the “Alid lines 1 one | rehearsed i the introduction and then many umes 
‘and in fragmentary ways through the lens of the non-’Alid élite. Here it would be 
suitable to lay it out once more and more directly. In the period before the end af the 
reign of "Abd al-Malik (or the end of the reign of al-Walid at the lastest), the daughters 
of All were often taken into the Thlibid and "Abbiksid lines, whereas his sons, following 
in the path of their father, gencrally contracted marriages into southern tribes and with 
Kifan and other Hishimi families, In this same period und very likely afler “Al's death 
and their return to the Hijiz, the “Alid sons married into the Angiir and the Hijizi élite 
(in families ofthe old guard and the new notables of Islam). As noted for other families, 
the “Alids also established amicable contact with the Umayyads. The next generation 
of “Alids, most of whom were married before the end of the reign of al-Walid, main- 
tained close internal social and political ties. 

‘Some time in the middle of the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik or by the end of al-Walid’s 
rule (at the latest), the "Alids came to lead two sociopolitical blocs in the Hij&z; and it 
is by being incorporated into them that they split and embraced new identities.” 
Certain Hasanids were at the head of one bloc and, with the exception of the line from 
“Abd Maniif was not widely used before Caliph Mabdi's reign." This is 10 be contrasted with Watt's 
postin that the tra frst refered othe clan and then t the revalubonary machine. This pasion 1s 
‘supported by Agha, Revolution, xxxiv, 100-2, esp. 102. On the special status of Hashimites as the ah! 
ol-bayt of Muhammad already during his lifetime and as serious cootenders for the caliphate, see 
Madelung, “Hashimiyyt’. As far as I can tell, Sharon offers no argument fr his claim, Sce Shan 
‘Black Barwsers, 84, n. 9; “Hashimiyya’ (B. Lewis), E12 

241 tas sull unclear w me whether or not this fact reflects some metahistancal prepudice 

7© The ecoooomic, miliary, and administrative reasons undertving these developments are not 
apparent to me: they need to be explored. 
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‘Zayd b. al-Hasan b. ‘Alt, they were joined by the other Hasanids and various branches 
of the Hijazi religious élite we have come across in the course of this study. This bloc 
also included a few disenfranchised Husaynids, who descended mainly from the concu- 
bines of ‘All Zayn al-‘ Abidin, and it came out in an open revolutionary movement in 
145 AH. In the period following their failure, the Hasanids became increasingly endog- 
amous and lost their erstwhile wide base of élite support. Their social and political 
isolation may also be explained as a result of the "Abbasid strategy to absorb the élite 
into imperial service and kinship circles 

During the period of the emergence of the first bloc, the Husasynids of the line of “Alf 
Zayn al-*Abidin and the descendants of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya solidified their 
contacts with the “Abbiisids. The kinship ties between the first two families were further 
strengthened in the next generation. It may be reasonable to say that it was through the 
agency of the Hanafiyya that these Husaynids had come to embrace the da ‘wa, not as 
‘A pro-'Abbiisid stance per se, but one in favor of the family of the Prophet and against 
the Umayyads. Yet even as this second bloc was taking shape, a certain line of ‘AI Zayn 
al-*Abidin came out in a premature revolutionary movement and split from the center. 
The result was devasting: these Husaynids did not receive support from their bloc or 
from the Hijiizi élite, After their failure, they became heavily endogamous and were 
found frequently in Hasanid-led revolutionary movements of the early “Abbasid era. 
The Husaynids that remained with the center and eventually emerged as the Imiimais 
reasserted their kinship ties with the Hanafiyya and (later) the ‘Abbasids and, having 
participated in a long vigil for the revolution, also asserted their legitimist rights to the 
caliphate at the dawn of the revolution. These complex sociopolitical trajectories of the 
“Alids is presented in detait below. 

“Ali married between nine and thirteen women and also had children by several 
concubines.” His descendants will be treated along the following cognate lines: (1) 
Fitima bt, Muhammad b. ‘Abdallih; (2) Khawla bt. Ja‘far al-Hanafiyya; (3) Umm al- 
Banin bt. Hizdim al-Amiriyya; (4) Sabba" bt. Rab iehlibiyya; (5) identified 
mothers with limited progeny; and (6) unidentified mothers with limited progeny and 
concubines.” Along the course of the chapter, we will note that ‘All's very few 
contacts with the pre-Islamic aristocracy did not bear lasting fruit.” Like Sa’d b. Abi 


"™) “/AtTb. Abi Talib’ (L, Veccia Vaglier), £12. See also al-Dimashqi, al Jawsthir, 2 121-4, where 
4 list oF his wives is conveniently provided. 

"+ [tis reported that ‘All had proposed w a daughter of Aba Jabl when Fatima was stil alive. The 
marrage was forbidden by the Prophet on the grounds thatthe daughter ofthe wall of God could not 
bbe yomned with the daughter of the enerny of Goud. It also suspected that ‘Ali had marries ber (whim 
‘b-mikabuha, o« pertaps ths should be read we-hapwma bi-ndkdhihd) and then divorced her (whereupon 
she married “Atty Asid b, Abi al-"Tsb. Unayya). This seems similar vo an early marriage of Uda 
discussed in the previous chapter. See NO, 187, 312. At least i one instance the report of his proposal 
to this Woman is mentioned with the Tradition. “Whoever angers Fitima angers me <L. the Praphict>.” 
This same Tradition is sometimes also mentioned in the context of Fatioa's treatment atthe hands of 
the first two calipls, with the natural rmplication of their wasincenty towards the Propet. The use of 
this Tradition m the firs instance. 1. i conyunction with ‘Ali's suggestion of taking a second wife. 1s 
perhaps meant to discourage ss use m propaganda. If ths speculabon may be defeaded. one may slo 
suggest that the entre episode of marriage/contemplation of marnage wo Abi Jahl’s daughter ts 
invented. See al-Maghribi (al-Qdf al-Nu'man), Shark, 3 31; ab Barbjaedi, Tara if, 2: 296. 

"4 He may have taken 3 daughter of "Urwa b, Mas’ al-Thagafi as his wife around the time of the 
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‘Waggas, he established no major alliances with either the new religious élite or the old 
aristocracy. With the exception of Fatima, the daughter of the Prophet, and Umima, his 
granddaughter, all his marriages were into various Arab tribes, most notably the 
southern tribes and tribes settled in Iraq and the northeast of Arabia. 


Vii L The Descendants of Fatima bt. Muhammad 


The Prophet's daughter Fatima, who was reportedly ‘All's only wife while she lived, 
had two daughters and three sons by him. The sources also report a son named 
Mubassin™ who was either stillborn or died at a very young age; so he left no 
progeny.” 

Fitima’s daughter Zaynab al-Kubri was first married to ‘Abdallih b. Ja'far b. AbT 
Talib, by whom she had several children, One of these, a woman named Umm 
Kulthiim, seems to have played a role in confirming both the alliance of the Ja‘fiarids 
with the Husaynid branch of the ‘Alids and the legitimate control of the former over 
some coveted sadaga regions of the ’Allds. She is discussed at length in the previous 
chapter, where this Ja'farid line's contacts with the Zubayrids through the line of 


{all of a-FXi, though this in dixputed. The marriage to Unma bt. Abt al-’Ay b al-Rabr’b ‘Abd ale 
“LUzaa b ‘Abd Shame should probably be considered to be endogamous; her mother was Zaynah, 4 
daughter of the Prophet 

So vocalize at al-Dimashal. al Jvwdhir. 2. 122. nudes. Apparently this vocalizabon o preferred 
«om the basis of the account that the three sans of ‘AM were named after the three sons of Aaron, 
‘Shubhar Shahar ‘Shahar, Shabir Shutyr. and MushabbuMushhir However, the commonly ascepted 
‘rocalization of the same 1s Mubsin 

"+" Ac mentioned in the Intraducton. starting mn roughly the mu-chin century. Aid genealogies 
came to he the prrmary liters too! of various prcudo"Alid groups. Given the socal hacking and 
como: profit that an All claim garnered the varus regions of the Islamic odlowmen. yeneal 
‘ogists, usually of the “Ald Iie, wa the mugufd ‘of various locales Yook upon themselves to contro! 
the ever-growing epidemic of pueudo'Alkd claims. Ax other élite hnes had generally los chew legit 
‘redt baved on lineage to the early “Abbisid pena, thew genealogies sectn nat Ww have suffered fre 
these priblem In ight ofthis, the claim that Mubaesin, ‘Abd al-Rabyman "Umar al-Ayghar,"Urhmas 
fk Ayphar.‘Awn. and Jn'far als Asghar were ale othe ‘Aid genealogical ists by an unarmed syd 
‘6 worth consideration Nevertheless, what the addition of Mubassn's ame might have meant for a 
lates generation of psewdo-”Alid clans is uncleat, since. tothe best of my knervedge, no name of any 
member of this line bas been preserved io the sources. The same can be said of the other alleged 
chuldree of All iste i thes footoote. The desire to contol false ‘Ald genealogies is expressed it the 
following terms by al-Bayhaqi, 1.338: "Since the aim ofthis book sto mention lineages. mentioning 
those who have progeny and a surviving line « more suitable than mentioning those who bave 00 
sarrvremg line However, we mention those who have no surviving line lest someone trace his lineage 
to them.” The preservation of the nampes of tines that passed away makes sense, but inventing their 
names without trace of tssve does nt. One possibile reason for the aivennon of such names may be 10 
assert the authenticity of asdnid where such otherwise unknown iividuals may ave oceurred as 
‘ransmuiner. However, in almost all cases, these names are no the typical fictive names found in the 
chains (see Juynboll, Muslin Tradition. 1374F). Uhave not been able to find these descendants in asdnkl 
tor 1 finding those of them who died at a very young age conceivable. See Introduction; IM, 37-2 
BL. 189 (B), al“Umar, al-Mapdi, 12; Toa Hajar, Mugaddimat fath apt, 265 and Fath al-bit, 3 
3. where the question of the ndentity of a deceased young boy or gts mised. See also al-Dimnasha}, 
alsJowihir, 2: 122. notes, where several sources are listed that mention Muhassin. Mulassin may abso 
have bees invented by the “Alid propaganda line against “Umar, who reportedly kicked Fatima and 
cause her wo miscarry him. See ‘Umari, 12 and al-Dimashaf, > 121 
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Zaynab and “Abdallah are also mentioned. ”** Zaynab was also married to Mubammad 
bs ‘Aqil b, Abi Talib, by whom she had two sons. I is reported that she was married at 
some point to Kathir b. al-’Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Multalib as well” 

Like her sister Zaynab al-K ube, Umm Kulthiim be. Fatima”® married into the line 
‘of Ja*farb, Abi Talib. However, her first husband is reported to have been "Umar b. a: 
Khatrab,’*! by whom she had daughters named Rugayya and Ftima”™* and a son 
named Zayd, who left no descendants, After ‘Umar, she married "Awn b Jafar b. Aby 
Talib, Mubanimad b. Ja'far b, Ab Hib, and "Abdallah b. Ja°farb, Abi Tali (after the 
{ast divorced her sister) in the order given Is also reported that an Umm Kolthi be 
‘Ali was married to Yahya b. Kathir b,al~Abbis, though in this account her mother is 
feported as a concubine.” Itis then obvious that, through his daughters by Fatima, ‘Al 
had perpetuated tinks with te line of Jafar b, AbU Talib and *Aqilb. ABI Ti, aod that 
these same daughters were then very likely absorbed into the ‘Abbasid fold at some later 
date.” The postAbd al-Malik abworption of ite fails ino ‘Abbsid and Ald lines 
has already been observed several times in previous chapters; the marriages of ‘AIT 
daughters were very likely an early manifestation of the formation of their loose 
coalition that was to culminate several decades later inthe revolution that toppled the 
‘Umayyads, Additional Tlibid and ‘Abbasid marriages are found among the issve of 
‘All; but, compared to their cousins (especially the Husaynids), the descendants of 
al-Hasanb, ‘All established far fewer relationships with them. The significance of this 
will be discussed below, 


Vil, 1LA. The Hasanid Line 


al-tHasanb, "AM, ADI Talib is teported Wo have taken seventy or ninety wives and mato 
Uuined numerous concubines. ”* Not one of them was a Hisbimite o belonged to the 


"The relaonsip of thie ofthe Jafar with the cary “ADs ha ot ben ae, hag 
‘rita attention. At eat one meter, aan 6 Mu’awiya® Aba fa, wa npn 
loyal Maas fc sme ume Several Jf ot thes ives wth a say a Kaba ts textfng 
farther thet chose te a tha time. See BL 67-X (8). where Zayab's ken by ‘Aballh b'far 
devo sted 

2 IH, 38, 69, (23; BL, 67-8 (B), 1898): N, 41, A2-A, 241 ha Hab ab Afhabbar $5 

1 Some debt has Roce express n vara sources about whether Uma Kult wa spy 
‘the hun of Zayna oe whether Zaynab was en Kult -Kubrd aod thatthe em Kult 
question was Uw Kult a Suga 

°V ak"Dm, 17, mentions that ber marrage wo “Lmar was hotly debated. The marriage t 
‘mentioned in a Mages Kini a-ha’. 5:76 

7 She was mario ‘A ab Rai b, Zap. Kou. See WL, 1428 

1 NO 26, SHE, 4, See also IH, 38,152; BL 142K, 199 (8), 5: 35% abun, ee 
13%; the Habba: Muhabhar $8, 437-In several of these necouns she occurs as Umm Kuli 
alsKulbek 

1 Several other daughters of AIT. Abi Tabb alo mar sequently at Tl nd ANS 
Annes, Se below Afr mentioning the mariage of Vm Kulthm a-Kubr ad! Zayaab ab Kuba 
Magdisl sates dat, with he exception of Um a- Hasan terest (dof the daughters a 'A were 
marie tothe descendants of Agi and alAbbit. ab Magds, Kinib aba: 76 

"The two numbers ar often confined with each ober de ote wail asm I mst seme 
the incite reads ninety. is almost certain that the umber of his wives Was etaggeraed du eer 
10 ant Shite propaganda of. as Madelung suggests, to hatriographical elaboration oo thew of the 
ses mul ape wo un i the conte ofa specific divorce. have been ale wo cwunt hres free 
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pre-Islamic aristocracy and. of the others, only one (possibly two)’ hailed from the 
descendants of the ail al-shiard.”*” Perhaps one other can be said to have been in the 
fold of the Prophet’s family, though this is very unlikely.7** His early marniages 
generally suggest inclination to southem tnbes or to families settled in Iraq. This 
reflects the choices al-Hasan’s father made in forming his own alliances. Of al-Hasan's 
‘named wives, only the descendants of three women left any lasting impress on Islamic 
history 

Before launching into a study of his descendants, | will speculate on the shaping of 
his sociopolitical position suggested in marriages to the named women who did not bear 
him any children. In the following order, | will then consider his descendants from (1) 
Umm Bashir al-Ansariyya; (2) Khawla al-Faziriyya;” and (2) unnamed women and 
concubines, There is some disagreement in the sources about the identity of vanous. 


Kdeonified wives of is to the sources. Of these, several are klentified and supplied with a loose tial 
fiaton only mn later sources. For example, the motber of Muhammad b.al-Hasan was not named at 

39 but was ilentified at Bayhagl, 1: 343 as Salma of the Band Ghayin. Likewise, the unidentified 
smother of Ja°farb. al-Hasan (IH. 39) is fisted as Rubi of the Band Ma‘rib ot the Band Mazin at 
Mayhagh, 1:43. ut compare 1H. 18, where Muhammad, Ja°far. and Yama, all sons of a-Hasan, are 
‘ad to be born wo Urn Kulthiin be alhFadl b.al“Abbis, Similarly, Fitioa bt. al-Hasan's mother is 

yen as a concubine at NO, 30, but is identified as Amatallah bt. Mubammad b, “Abeta b, Ab¥ Bakr 
ah Suelig af Bayhagl. 1343, where the edie (ote 4) says that sn most kde biographacal wertks she 
‘maid to have been born instead to Lim Ishaq bt. Talba. To the best of my knowledge, early non-Sh'\ 
sgeveakagres do tox mention Une Isha as er rds Unnan Salama bt al-Hasan’s mother, mentioned 
a8 a concubine at NO. $0, i identified as Rayta of the Band Hamadin at Hayhagf, 1:34, et, te total, 
{our women, who were said to have been wmmaar amid and two unideatified women of the earlier 
sources (with the exception of a rare passing occurrence at 1H, 18, where they are identified, but not 
ss the later sources) were Wentiied in the later ShFK genealogies and other works drawing on them, 
Thus according to my counts. the early sources mention oaly seven free women wharn al-Hasan 
‘mare. Why the later geoealoies developest an interes! sn taming these women \s uncleat, expecially 
tn view ofthe fact that generally po claims of surviving proyeny are advanced. The inflation of names 
smught sumply have to do withthe elaboranon of the mila pos, ax miggosted by Madelung, whose 
count of al-Hanan's wives in unambygwous tepory also reacbes seven. The onder of mamages to these 
‘women 4s unknown and, given Maclung's cogent angumenty in favar of fis own chronology, I have 
adopted his for the study here. See Madelung. Succession. 380-87. The number ‘seventy’ is widely 
known to occur asa Iiterary topos in the Near Bast Ineratur, so that it sbould perhaps be treated as 
sch here as well. See. e.g. “Vabyit. ‘Abdallab"(W. Madelung), £72 (seventy companions): ‘Pakhkh 
(L. Veocia Vaglior) and "Musayn b.°AM Sahib Fabhleh’ (L. Veccia Vagtieri), £2 (seventy pilgrims). A 
further posability to consider ts the wse of seventy” and ‘ninety’ wo mean “a kx In other words, these 
figares are not meant to be taken iterally. See e.g Majlisi, Bthdr, 24; 308, 

A late source idcotifies Amatallah bt. Mubammad b. “Abdallah b. AI Bakr as one of his wives 
tan the mother of bss daughter Fatima (Bayhagt, 1-343}, Earlier sources do oot mention her and claim 
instead that al-Hasan's daughter Fama was born to a concubine (NO. 50 

Umm tshig bt Tala b “Ubaydallah, who has already been diacussed in previous chapters 

"A late source reports that al-Hasan was mamed to “Asima, a paternal half sister of Hind b, Abi 
Hata, who was the half brother of Fama through thes mother Khadija, the Prophet's wife. See 
Bayhagi, 1: M44. Earher sources report a concubine in ber place. The tendency of later “Alid pencalogies 
to ndentify concubynes and unnasped free women 10 establish some control over pmcudo-zencalogical 
‘claims has already heca mennoned above Why thrs particular name or the name of a descendant at 
‘Aba Bak, neither of whom had children with sac, should be interpolated 1s unclear 

7 In this section, Iwill alzo mention al-Hasan’s desceodants from Umm Isbig al-Tafhiyya, most 
fof whom did not leave essue 
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mothers; in all eases, when no source critical method seems suitable, | give preference 
to earlier sources over later ones. 


V.i.1A.a. Named Women with No Descendants 

al-Hlasan b. ‘Ali's earliest marriage was probably contracted with Salma or Zaynab, a 

‘daughter of Imru’u I-Qays b. ‘Adi b, Aws of the Kalb.’ The latier was a chief of the 

Kalb and, upon accepting Islam, was officially given leadership of those Syrian Qud Ba 
who had accepted Islam.” It seems that al-Hasan fathered no children by this daughter 
of the Kalbite leader; nor does he seem to have made much political use of this impres- 

sive contact. On the other hand, his father was reportedly aided by Imru'u I-Quys during 

his war with Mu‘awiya.* 

al-Llasan’s second marriage was also contracted with a woman of a southern tribe, 
As with his first marriage, this one was initiated by his father. The contact was very 
likely established soon after ‘All's arrival in Kafa, where he proposed to a daughter of 
Sa’ b, Qays al-Hamedint for al-Hasan. Sad excused himself to seek the advice of his 
Kinsmen on this matter and decided to give his daughter instead to al-Ash‘ath b. Qays” 
son, This was prompted by al-Ash’ath’s warning that al-Hasan might not treat Sa'ld's 
daughter well and, as he was the grandson of the Prophet and the heir apparent, she 
Would be in the unenviable position of absolute submission to him. Thus, it was better 
to seek for her someone of a lower status than al-Hasan, preferably a patemal cousin 
Once the marriage of al-Ash‘ath's son had been finalized, al-Ash‘ath came to ‘AIT and 
suggested his own daughter Ja'da for al-Hasan, pointing out her superior qualities to 
Sa’ld’s daughter. The two were then married.”*? 

It seems that ‘Alf had also established this link almost exclusively with a view to 
consolidating his social credit among southern tribes. This time, he also wished to 
enhance his existing clout in Kilts. As with his first marriage, al-Hasan seems to have 
been indifferent to this alliance and fathered no children by Ja’da, The latter married 
Ya'qub b, Talba b, “Ubaydatlih al-Madani and then ‘Abdallih b, al~’Abbits b, ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib after al-Hasan's death, As al-Hasan died in 49-50 AH" and Ya°qib at al- 
Harra in 63 AH,? her second marriage very likely occurred in the last decade of 
Mu'iwiya’s rule. Though little is known of ¥a‘qdb b. Talba, some sources do report 
that ‘Alf had promised him the retum of his father’s property. This suggests the 
flowering of amicable relations between the two camps not long after the Battle of the 


"© That this was probably his first marriage is pointed out by Madelung, Succession, 380. It is 
grounded on the tikely possibility that mru’u HQuys came to "Umar to convert early cn in bis reign, 
at which tue al-Hasan was probably not much older than mine or ten years. It 6 on ths occasion that 
'Ali appruached tmru'u I-Qays and proposed establishing in-law relations wath hum. The later gave 
‘one of hos daughters uo All and one each to al-Hasan and al-Husayn It ts unclear whether this report 
18 topical, a5 the two brothers are also said to have mamied nwo daughters of Kisra See also BL, 104- 
5B). 

*) Madetung, Succession, 380 and the references there; al-Thagatfal-Citrat, 2 816, 

™ Madelung, Succession 

© BL. 2 360; al-Mizzi, Tahthib al-tamal, 3: 29%; Toe "Asie, 9 137-8 

™ Dates ranging up to 59 AH are also mentioned in the sources. See ‘al-Hasan b. "AIT (L. Veccia 
\Vugliri), £12. Madelung. Succession, 331 ‘See Chapter Three 

“66 Tn "Asdkit, Tarikh, 74: 166 (edition B) 
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‘Camel. ¥2"qib’s full brother Ishiiq b. Talha had been on good terms with the Umayyads 
‘until he eamed the hostility of Yazid by giving his sister Umm Isbiq to al-Elasan after 
promising her to the former.’*” It seems, therefore, that Ja‘da had been taken by al- 
Hasan to Medina. Here the relationship between the Hasanid ‘Alids and at least one line 
of the Talhids developed further with the simultaneous distancing of the latter from the 
‘Sufyinids. Sometime after al-Hasan’s death,” his widow married Ya'qab b. Talha, 
whose full brother had already given their sister to al-Hasan, preferring him to Yazid. 
Ya"qib’s other full brother, Ismi‘l!b. Talha, was a notable in Kiifa and was married to 
Lubibs bt. ‘Abdallah b. al-'Abbas.® These two contacts, along with Isma"il’s line’s 
general inclination towards the ‘Alids,””° very likely facilitated Ja‘da's next marriage 
to an‘Abbasid into whose family the daughters of Fatima (the daugther of the Prophet) 
and ‘Alt b, AbI Talib had married. This complex network among the "Alids, Talbids, 
‘and ‘Abbasids, on the one hand, and later ‘Abbitsid absorption of certain ‘Aiid lines and 
their associates, on the other, has emerged many times over the course of this book, This 
is by now a recognized patter of élite consolidation in the Hijitz that has been substan- 
tiated by the details of this study. 
Hasan’s third marriage that produced no children was contracted with Hafsa bt. 

*Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr after al-Hasan’s abdication and return to Medina. Her 
futher, who was present at the Battle of the Camel against ‘Alf, did not participate at 
Siffin. And though he was present in Egypt in the army of “Amr. al-*Ay when the latter 
‘went out against Muhammad b. Abj Bakr, this was only on his sister’s urging to protect 
their brother from harm. 77? ‘Abd al-Rabmin b, Ab{ Bakr later challenged Mu‘awiya on 
several matters, including the caliphs recognition of Ziyad as his half brother and his 
designation of Yazid as his heir apparent.””? So we may gather that though earlier on 
"Abd al-Rabmiin had supported the contingent against 'Ali, when the dust settled at the 
Baitle of the Camel, he did not tum to the Umayyads; in fact, he became # harsh critic 
‘of their conduct. It was during this time that al-Hasan embraced Hafga, perhaps with an 
intention of currying favor with a disenfranchised religious aristocracy that had litle to 
gain from the success of the Sufyanids. The same can be said of his marriage to Umm 
shag bt. Talba, who will be discussed below; it is also implicit in the marriages of his 
widow, Ja’da, as discussed above.”” 

al-Hasan’s fourth marriage that produced no known issue was to Hind bt. Suhay! b. 
“Amr b, “Abd Shams b. “Abd Wadd al-Qurashi of the “Amir b. Lu"ayy. This woman was 
born to Hanfi" bt. Abi Jabi,”™ who, in tum, was born to a daughter of Asid b, Abfal-"Ts 


%© See Chapter Three. 
™ Some sources implicate Ja'da n pononing al-Haxan, though this claim, as Madelung sayyests, 
{is very likely an claboralion of ‘Alid propaganda against al-Ash’ath, who was considered a traitor to 
the ‘Ali cause. See Madelung, Succession, 331,n. 51, where reports of others who may have poisoned 
al-Hasan are also noted. "™ See Chapter Three, 
© See Chapter Three. om, 268 and the references there 
72 Madelung, Succession, 324 0. 354 
» ah: HYasan divorced Hafsa due to slander spread against her by al-Mundhar b. al-Zubayr, who was 
infatuated with her The latter similarly standered her when she married “Asim h. “Vimar al-Khaat 
‘When *Astm divorced her. al- Mundhir was able io marry HafSa after much convincing. See BL, 2 373 
Madelung, Succersion, 382 
7 She may have been married at some point also to Usima b. Zayd b Haritha See 1S, 5:44 


* Madelung, Su 
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b, Umayya.””5 Though both the patriineal and matrilineal lines of Hind were firmly 
‘embedded in the old aristocracy, several members of her father’s side had converted 
early to Islam, And though, due to this fact, its dificult to determine her sociopolitical 
capital with any measure of certainty, he earlier marriages do suggest a protracted and 
firm alliance with the Makhzim and Umayyads 

Hind was first married to ‘Abd al-Rabmman b.‘Attib b, Asif" and then to ‘Abdallah 
by, ‘Amir, Kurayz.””” ‘Abd al-Rabmin b, “Atsb, who had been a memiberof the dee- 
gation sent by "Uchmin to the Egyptian rebels, was killed atthe Batle of the Camel 
fighting on the side of ‘A’isha. Altbough we cannot know what political program he 
might have followed after this battle, i is certain that, very much like 
». Abi Baks, he was a proponent ofthe claims ofthe Qurashi nobii 
opeting ofthe fina." 

Hinds second husband, "Abdalla b. * Ari, was ‘Uthasin’s maternal cousin and his 
‘governor of Basra and Babrayn." After "Uthmiin's murder, as the Qurasht side was 
debating the best course of military action, it was ‘Abdallah who proposed marching to 
Basra, a city he had only recently had to abandon, where be could count on support 
‘against ‘AT Is very likely that he participated on the side ofthe Meccans at the Battle 
of the Camel, where he lost « son. Thereafter, he fled to Syria. Here he joined 
Mu’awiya. was present a Siffin, and was later sent by the Umayyad asa messenger to 
al-Hasan, proposing the terms of a truce that, in a modified form, were accepted by 
him. Qoce Muawiya was recognized as caliph, ‘Abdallah was restored to his former 
ponition in Basra." Thus for some time until after al-Hasan's abdication, ‘Abdallah 
‘was firmly attached to the Umayyads against the Hashim claimants. His politcal career 


7 BL, 2 372; 1S, $44, SubaytDs. ‘Amr was a Kau ofthe Quraysh and one of as wonabesfahad 
aah He wat eotrvtd wit conducting the mane of the rea othe Day of a ayy. Ne 
onvered on the Day of the Conquest (1 of Mesca) and ded Syria in 18 AHL Madehang. 
Secession, 4, Subayl was a severe opp of Islam ati the conquest of Mecca A howe oa. 
bh was allegedly responsible for convincing the Meccan o bo firm othe nw religion afer 
Mutat’ death Pethaps heave thal hee was st fx Qaraysh gas a ers the 98 
toler than on dependence fom The Hand Amue wer radtonally ali wih the ‘Abd Shams 
‘pint the Hashim. See al-Mufld, old, 13S. 0 1 andthe references there al’Nisshir, a 
‘Mustadrak, 1: 281 A number ofthe caldren of Suhay were carly covers ad at 
Sabla, bad acid ato a religious ene family, See ab Nisbet, a Mstndrak, : 277, 2 
(Chapter wo above. Another daughicr of hi, Umm Kultham, wan mared othe erty conver Ab 
Sabrnb. AW Ruhin of the “Amir Lu'xyy The later was bo oa dauphie f Ab a Mua 
‘Mashim ar performed beth the Abyvenian migrations with his wife See 1S. 40 Subay's ote 
ati, embraced Isla before the Propet entered the one of a-Argam Se IS. 10, So we man 
say tha vhouph Hinds father his ay have een tate conver of the oll Meccan antxrac, bs 
clove family members can generally be counted among the early supporers of tam Some of as 
descendants did mney Koshi inks wh she Makan Sua fay ome he campagne 
Syma, where he wal of is sons pred (ee «1S, 5: 207,744, Madehing,Succesion, 44). 

7 The relationship of the fly of Ab ah an hat of Ab abs Unayya was alee bated 
1 in he contested account of'Al's mariage oa daugher of Aba Jah When be divorced br. he 
rmared Ati Asis Abi alls, oth ber hneage an the two mariage sugges costed Coote 
with he Mab aad Abd Shams Is perhap thew connechoos dat were aractive oan 

7” Madelung, Suceason 4. Madelung. Succession, 19, 17% 

> Ms ater was the governor of Mecca a the tae of Muhammad death 

™ Madelung, Sceesson, #7, 1280. 234.157, 176, 142 (199, 322 

Madelung, Succession. 327. 
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‘seems to have started with the nepotism of his maternal cousin; he then joined “A"isha 
against ‘All and later found favor with Mu‘awiya. 

However, not long after Mu"Awiya came to the throne, ‘Abdallah seems to have 
distanced himself from him. When he was removed from his post in 44 AH, Mu'awiya 
mended to extract from him the enormous wealth that he had accumulated as governor. 
“Abdallah was saved on Marwéin's intercession and seems to have settled in Medina 
after this incident. Similar dynastic policies towards other Umayyads had generally 
caused them to band together against the caliph and his family.” Therefore, when 
Mu’wiya designated Yazid to be his heir in 56 AH, many Hijizi Umayyads saw 
nothing more than the perpetuation of a long deteriorating policy towards them, and 
paid only reluctant homage to the heir apparent. “Abdallah was one such person.’** 

It is perhaps in light of these details—i.c. the general distancing of the Hijazi élite 
from the caliphal center and the particular trajectory of ‘Abdallih’s political carcer- 
that the marriage of al-Hasan to Hind should be understood. Though, to the best of my 
knowledge, we know nothing more about her family than what has been mentioned 
above, gauging from her husband's career itis likely that they had settled on a lukewarm 
ann-Sufyanid position. 

Thus when ‘Abdallih divorced Hind bt. Suhayl, al-lasan may have seen an oppor- 
‘unity to consolidate further his power base in Medina by marrying yet another daughter 
of the disenfranchised aristocmncy.”** Mu’Awiya probably did perceive the danger in all 
this and. as with another aforementioned woman who became al-Elasan’s wife. asked 
for Hind’s hand in marriage for his son Yazid, placing AbO Hurayra as his intermediary. 
At this time, al-Hasan also showed interest in ber and Abd Hurayra chose to wed her to 
al-Hasan. The long term significance of this marriage is unclear, though it ts safe to say 
that it established for al-Hasan a fink with segments of the old aristocracy that had 
bogun to retreat to Medina not long after Mu‘awiya’s ascension of the throne, This was 
4 shrewd political card to hold on to for the impending issue of al-Lasan’s caliphal 
claims. The marniage occurred at a time when al-Hasan and Mu'awiys had already 
reached a settlement on the issue of the caliphate, but also at a time when the internal 
seams of the old aristocracy and of the religious aristocracy that had stood against ‘Alf 
were beginning to split; at that time loyalties were ripe for resbufMling, It is possible 
that, as suggested by the marriage patterns analyzed above, this marriage was 
contracted with a view to consolidating a Lijizi élite bloc. The fact that Mu'awiya was 
again impeded in his aspirations lends further support to this thesis. 

‘On the basis of the foregoing, one may conclude that, during his father’s lifetime and 
very likely at his behest, al-Hasin married one southern woman in Medina and another 
in Kifa.”™ During this time, he also married a dstughter of *Ugha b. "Amr al-Ans&rf, a 


© Madelung. Succession, 345 (n. 90) © Madelung, Suevesnion, 342, 

Ihave demonstrated tothe Introduction and in the previous chapters that, in many cases, mmuli- 
marrying women like Hind brought with them sociopolitical baggage from former marge alliances 
See abso the next footnote 

"Marriages to the daughters of ‘Abd al-Rabman b, Atv Bakr aod Talba b. “Ubaydallah suggest 
‘the same. Both these families seem to have been disillusioned with Umayyad rute after their return 80 
the It 

ws pose ta somcome a Ku sn righ fae’ ete. asin ao mail Un 
‘Kulthim., the only child of al-Fadl b.al-’Ablsts. He had four children by her. though none of their three 
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convert at ‘Aqaba, and an early settler in Kifa whom "AIT wished to attract into his 
camp.”*” His daughter Umm Bashir bore him children and will be discussed below in 
the appropriate section, Given the details above, it appears that, until his father’s death, 
al-Hasan’s marriages were contracted in the interest of the political mancuverings of 
his father. All of these marriages were either into southern branches or promised 
political leverage in K.fa (or both). 

After his father’s death, al-Hasan apparently adopted a different sociopolitical 
program. When he returned to Medina, al-Hasan married Hafsa and Hind, the daughters 
of an aristocracy that was growing evermore disillusioned with Umayyad rule. This was 
a clever political move and was probably aimed at consolidating his power against 
Mu’awiya for the later political clashes that he foresaw. And these marriage patterns 
were repeated in Medina when he took Khawla and Umm Ishig, two women by whom 
he fathered children, as his brides. But al-tiasan's died early and was not able to test the 
character of these alliances. Nevertheless, the descendants of these last two women 
mounted major revolutionary movements in the early ‘Abbasid period, the earliest one 
‘of which, though abortive, was in solidarity with the Medinan élite al-Hasan b. “Al had 
tried to attract. The details follow below. 


Vit. Ab. The Descendants of Umm Bashir al-Ansdriyya 

In KGfa, al-tiasan had acquired a second wife after Ja‘da. This marriage, which was 
probably concluded before the Battle of Siffin, was to Umm Bashir bt. Abi Mas*Od 
*Ugba b. ‘Amr b, Tha"laba al-Khazrajiyya al»Ansariyya.”™* Umm Bashir's father was 
a very carly Medinan convert who had settled in K.ifa. Its likely that “Alt proposed 10 


his daughter for his son in order to draw him closer at a time when his support would 
have been crucial. When ‘Alf proceeded to Siffin, he appointed Abd Mas’dd the 
governor of Kifa, but the latter undermined his master’s position and was promptly 


sons tet issue. After he divorced ber, she married Abo Mis al-Ash’arl and had three sons by him. She 
then married “Inui b.Talbab,*Ubaydallah and, after he divorced ber, she retuned to Ab Mis in 
Kaa, where she spent her last days. In both her marriages afer al-Hasan, Una Kulthosm seems to 
have remuined in Ali circle in Kf. For this eason and because she returbed to ADO Ms, ii fur 
{to say that her divorces do not sages the severing of relationships between these carps Infact, ber 
‘ukden by al-Hlasan and Ato) Masa probably brought thet two yrowps closer Thus 1 tis mariage 
al-Hasan’s father bad probably intended to draw the 'Abbisids closer to his camp at» tune when be 
‘elied quite heavily on thr supp (im Kulthan's lace mariage probly strengthened alas 's 
‘existing Kinks in Kota and with the Talhids. See Chapter Three on Urom Kulbiim bt. al-Fa, and the 
Iniraductin for comments on the possible implications of mamaage and divorce 

°° Madelung, Succession, 381 

™ She also appears as Unum Bishe. See tbo Habib, al-Mudabbar, 445; NO, 49; al-"Umart 19, 
Madelung, Succession, 38}, Before al-Masan, Umm Buachit was marvied to Sa'kdb. ‘Abd al-Rabmio 
Amb. Nufayl and then to ‘Abal-Ralboxinb. “Abdallah b, AY Rab’ abMakhais. have nxt bees 
able wo gather informanon on the former The later was marred wo Uram Kulthasm bt AM Baby, hefore 
hum, she was marred to Tala “Uisaydalah ntlbes death Wer rater was an Ansiet woman, whose 
father was made the brother of AbO Bakr at the famous mu’ dW “ANd al-Rabyman was closely hw 
the Angie, che Talbids, and Tamim and was 2 leader on the Day of al-Hara. The ‘Alid tiesto the 
‘Makhasim and [albids are by now a recognized theme of ther gecaloies and the details here merels 
confirm simular network patterns noted carer. See Chapter 3; thn Hagar, Fath, 9: 10%; al-Dabbik (Ibo 
ak Asim), al-Aha : 108; 1S, 5: 172 
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chided by him upon his return from the campaign. Aba Mas“dd then angrily left for 
Mecea. For all that “Alf had established a kinship link with this group, the support he 
got from one of its most respected leaders was at best lukewarm. ”*” 

‘Umm Bashir had one son (al-Hasan’s eldest named Zayd) and two daughters by al- 
Hasan.” We do not know anything about one of these daughters, but the other, Umum 
al-Hasan Nafisa, was married to “Abdallah b. al-Zubayr.”' Her brother Zayd b. al- 
Hasan had likewise tumed to the Zubayrids at the time of Tbn al-Zubayr’s counter 
caliphate. Whether the two were drawn to the Zubayrid cause due to the Makhzimi 
contacts of their mother is unclear, given the aforementioned absorption of a consider- 
able number of Makhziimis into the Zubayrid camp during the time of the second fitna, 
this is not unlikely. 

‘Some late sources report that Zayd b. al-Hasan, who had control of the sadagat of 
the Prophet,””” had refused to pay homage to his uncle al-Husayn b, "AIT; others simply 
state that he delayed in coming to his aid and that it was only after al-Lusayn's murder 
that he paid allegiance to fbn al-Zubayr in view of his full sister’s marriage to him.”¥" 
It is reported that he stayed with Ibn al-Zubayr until the latter was killed. Thereupon, 
‘Zayd took hiss sister and returned to Medina.” 

Though the causes behind his turn to the Zubayrid coalition may be debated, itis 
certain that both he and his line had eschewed most ‘Alid branches except for rare cases, 
most of which occur in the fourth generation afer him, For that later period, moxt 
marriages of this line were endogamous (cither within the family of Zayd b. al-Hasan 
‘of within that of al-Elasan b. al-Hasan), There are certainly rare cases of contacts with 
the Umayyads (until the reign of al-Walid b, ‘Abd al-Malik) and the early "Abbiisids, 
but the later descendants of this line married almost exclusively with Hasamids.”"* 

‘Zayd and bis immediate descendants, many of whom remained settled in the Hijiy, 
‘soem to have ridden the tide of victorious causes for several decades. For thernselves, they 
generally did not have a personal agenda to promote. Thus after Ibo al-Zubayr's defeat, 
Zayd pave his daughter Nafisa, who was born to Lubiiba bt. “Ubaydallah b, al’Abbiis,”* 


7 Madelung, Sueresxion, 247-8 Abs Mas‘dd is nevertheless counted among the ashdb of °Al 
See TUsh, al-Kivlif. 234%, n. 4; Iho Hibtin, Masha, 75. 

Hix son Zayas morher is given ax Unnen Fayima bt. Abt Mas'Od at Bukhis, Sir. 20 and his 
‘daughter Um al-Hiasan Nafisa's mother is reconted as a concubyne a al-"Umar, 20 and al- Bayh 
144 However the former reports her asa Khazrat woman on the previous page” Theve are 1 la 
fad rate repurts "BL, 2403; foo Hab, a-Mubabhar 35M: 1B, 97 

Madelung, Succession, 230, 47. The sadagat of the Prophet and ‘AIT were a major point of 
‘contenivon between the Hasanics andl Husaynids. The Umayyads scem i have explvted thie difference 
nan effective policy of divide et mpera. See Tabari, XXVI, 9 and below for a bref discussion 

™ R.AlabtBukhie, Sir, 20. 7 al-Bubbiat, Sir, 20, 

7% ‘There are very rare cases of marriages into the line of Mubammad b. “Ali b. Abi Talib and al: 
Husayn b AIT. Abt Talib, but these occur only so the fourth generation after Zaydb.al-Haxan, One 
exception 1s the marriage of fsniflb. al-Hasan b, Zayd b.al-Hasan to an unidentified Husayni 
woman. See “Umart, 4 

7 Nata was born to Luba bt. “Ubaydallah b.al~Abb Rs, who was first married Wo al “Abbas b 
“Alt, Abi Tali and then to al-Walid “Uta b, Abt Sufyan. Zaye was her third husband. Her father 
thal been a supporter of the ‘Aid cause until some days before al-Hasan’s resignation. At that ume, be 
‘was bribed by Mu'swiya and, aware of al-Hasan's pacific inclinations, went over to his side. Some 
sources report that Luba remained marred to al“Abbas b. ‘AN until his death at Karbala. This isnot 


48 The Religious Elite of the Earty Islamic Hj 


to ak Walid b. ‘Abd al-Malik. And it was during his eign that Zayd was appointed over 
the sadagae. 7” 

Yet the family's soctopolitical program changed agam withthe younger members of 
the next generation. For example, Zayd's son al-Hasan b.Zayd b.al-Hasan b Ali, the 
only man through whom this line is sid to have survived. was appoanted govern of 
Medina in 149 AH by al-Mansit.?* Though he isnot said to have taken any part in a 
spate between Khalid ’Abd alMalikb. al Hath the governor of Mena for His, 
and ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. Abi Bakr, his appointment of the 
latter's son and grandson to the post of judge during the tenure of his governorship may 
indicate gradual shift nthe politics ofthis line towards the religious elite. This probably 
occurred towards the very end ofthe Umayyad pero. Pethaps a-Hasan’s growing power 
inthe Hija, now with official sanction, rouble al-Mansir. who had him divested of his 
property and imprisoned towards the end of his eign. ft was only afer l-Mansi's death, 
when al-Mahdi acceded to the throne, that the latter freed him and restored his wealth. 
Reportedly, be also drew al-Hasan close and was in his company when he died." 

The line of al-Hasan survived through seven sons, none of whom had any major roles 
to play in political life ™® The later descendants of many ofthese lines participated in 
‘evolutionary movements and several of them also appeared as nua rw ‘asd ‘and 
Hhwabi in various locales, though they were mostly in the Caspuan regia. From What 
names have come down to us in the sources, it ts safe to say that this line remained: 
‘generally endogamous within the Hasanid branch."! | will consider a few of these 
descendants below by way of example 


unreasonable given that there sno indication of ft etwren ‘Uae abAbhs an the ‘AAS 
[’Abvallh bab Abbts may also have gone to Mu'hwiya when allan abbcaed) She marie al- 
‘Wall while he was governor of Mecca and Mestina, Thus, his mus have happen mantel afer 
sb Abs’ death and before Ron a-Zubay's accessnn the hone Liha ere a: Wali so ame 
al-Qdsim and had a yoo named Ubaydallah by al~Abbia. On the later, see below. See Madelung, 
Succession, 118-21; 325; NQ, NUL, 79,133; Boo Hab, a Muha 441; RV, Natha’s mosher 
appears as Lub be. "Abdalla b,al-’AbbAs a 1S, $: 318. This very likely ax eroe A Lubliba bt 
‘Asalth b al“ADbAS i also mentioned as » wife of Zayd! b.al-Husaye b ‘AR. Though the later is 
‘mentioned in some sources ll such references ape Wo be clear confusions of al-Hasan “Al with 
fis bother a: husayn ata "Abdalla ba"Abbas with bs brother ‘Ubayealh 

1S, 5:18; abuts, Sir, 20. sume that these were the sadagdt ofthe Propet. Whether 
he was piven this post easier unclear 

7% al-Vimat, 21; 1H, 39. A dghter of his married the fst ‘AMad caliph See “l-Hasan Zaye 
(Fe Buhl, £2, 

IH. 39; NO, S69, 279; Sad, 16 RAN; "Umar, 21; Bui, Sir, 20; 1S, $31, abe 
Mazandaran. Sharh, 7: 246; al- Ts, Rial, 17%; als, Trt, 353; Bagh, Tar bah, 
7: 320; tha Hajar, Taha al-tahhib, 2: 243. a-Mangir also wncarcerated al-asa's soe Ai, who 
‘ied in prison, See IM, 39; R, 41, 63 Is very likely that be and his brother Zaye had parscipatea i 
‘Muibanua bball bh. l-Hasan sree 14S AHL If his correct al Mansi appointment 
‘of bs father 10 149 A an is uch later comic abe! bm are dificult to explain. Perbaps the ro 
‘roehers worked independently ofthe father, who su meatones a6» fri pant the movement 
See shah. Moga, 187. 

AL Igdei, Samy, 4119. | was able to count upto nine sons asd one daughter This doughs, 
‘named Nafis, was marred to Ishi bh Jafar ab Sky, on whom see al-Abjabt, Tadhi, 1:41, 4: 367, 
Nu Hajar, Tahdhi al-tahdhib, 200, a Raz, ah Jarh, 2° 215. 

"Some rare exceptions were the marriages of a-Qfsm b Mubarmsnad b al-Qisim b. Mubarnmad 
bh al-Qssim b al-Hasan'b Zayd’al-Hsan 6 “Alfio descendant of Mubanamad b, ‘Ali. Ab Tall 
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Ibrahim b. al-Hasan b, Zayd, who was bom toa concubine, married Umm al-Qasim 
bt. Ja‘far b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. “Alf. He had a son named Ibrahim by her.*? We 
know nothing about him except that he was married into the Hasanid branch, to Zaynaby 
bt. Mubammad b. ‘Abdallah b, al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. ‘Alf. Ibrihim b, Ibrahim b. al- 
Hasan b, Zayd's son Muhammad also married into the Hasanid line and fathered three 
sons (who left issue) by Umm Salama bt. “Abd al-‘Azim b. “Alb. al-Hasan b. Zayd b. 
al-Hlasan b, Zayd b. al-Hasan b. “AIL* 

Ibrahim b. al-Hasan b, Zayd's brother IsmTl b. al-Hasan b, Zayd, who was also bor 
to a concubine, had several descendants, none of whom seems to have had any 
prominent role in political life in the period under investigation, His grandson, al-Qisim 
. “Ali, was sent forth with an army by al-Hasan b, Zayd b. Mubammad b. [small at the 
beginning of the revolt that culminated in "Alid hegemony in Tabaristin. But this is 
dated to the year 250 AH. Isma"il's descendants spread into the northeastem lands of 
the empire, including Rayy and Tabaristin. In the former, his descendants began to 
appear as ru‘asd ‘and nugabd’in the fourth generation after Ismi'Tl; and in the latter, 
they established their brief rule in 250 AH.8 

‘Abdalli b. al-Hasan b. Zayd, who was born to a woman of the Band Shaybin, 
seems to have lefi no impress on history. His grandson, Mubammad b. Zayd b. 
“Abdallih, revolted with his cognate cousin Abd al-Sarly b, Mansdr al-Shayblint 
immediately after the closing of the civil war between al-Amfn and al-Ma’man. When 
‘Abd al-Sarllyl was defeated, Muhammad fled 10 al-Ahwitz, where he was killed. 


(Umm al-Maymdna bt Hamza b. al-Qasimn b.al-Hasan b. Zayd to Zayd b, Maw al-Kai; Amina bt 
al-Harna ts al-Oisien b al-Hasan Wo 9 descendant of Mubarimad ' “AN, and Cinna: Hasan tx. Hamza 
‘.al-Qtsim to a descendant of Ja'far al-Sachg. All thesc were deacendants of al-4Jasim b.al-Hauan b, 
Zayd'b,al-Hasan ‘All, 0 whom see below, See R. 4717; al"Umart, 21. These marriages fall onside 
the period under consderanon.{ have not explored the ngnuficance of these links 

© 1H.39, R, 66; NO, $34; ‘Lima, 33. Jafar ol-Hasan was embrovted in the disputes between 
the Musaynids and the Hasamids over the wasivya of “Alf related to his sadagdt. He vided with the 
Hasanids agama Zayd “AN a:-Husayn, the spokesman of the Husaynids. This dispute continued 
‘throughout the Umayyad period and is divisive effects are pencrally reflected inthe marmage patterns 
snoced ere. Jafar died in Medina. See below and TH, 414%; BIL, 2: 404, 452 

9 K 66. tis claimed that this Mubammad's descendants were in Medina, Tabanstin, and 
Nusaytin, though at last one genealogist claims never to Ihave met any of them. A group know) 98 the 
‘Band al-Khasst reportedly trace thetr lineage to Mubsaanmad. though thew cponym traced hrs lineage 
broth to the Hasanids and Husaymids at various times. Members of this group were found in great 
numbers in and around Fars {have not been able to find any information oo Umm Salama’s father ot 
\andfather: nor have Ieee able o track down anything an Mubanmad b fhrahim A later descendant 
‘of forahin b.al-Hasan, named Mubarnmad b,al-Hasan b, Mubammad b.fbabiinb.al-Hasan, rebelled 
im Medina a the ume of al-Mutamud. He and bas movement. which fall outde the scope ofthe period, 
‘covered in this book. have generally been described in the sources a» religwously deviant. See IH. 39; 
ais, Samm, 4: 121; al-Sakiwt, Tulfo, 5: $59. 

%* On bis various descendants, see fH, 39-41; R, 68 al-lyiml, 4: 120-21; Isbabinl, Mayari, 
“4S. Fora brief overview of the ‘Alid takeover of Tabaristin, see tbo Khalai, Trith, 3: 28517 

‘* IH, 37-41; R. 67. The rebellion of Abd al-Sartya, who nominally promoted the nights of the 
tHimsannd Mubammaatb.heahim al Takatahi', wall be mentioned below: The claims of several rivals 
asserting descent from Muhammad b. Zayd b. “Abdallah were dismissed by the some genealogists. I is 
also reported that Bui, who was ooe of them, esbufMled the gencalogy of some ru asd ‘of Ahwaz 
{fom “AI. al-Hasan b. Zayd b al-Hasan to Mubammad b, Zayd b. “Abdallah al-Asehurb.al-Hasan b 
Zaye al-Hasan See R. 67 and 67, note 3. ‘Abd Saray’ (HLA.R. Gibb), £72: Kennedy, Prophet, 150-3 
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Another brother, named Ishaq b. al-Hasan b. Zayd, was bom to a black concubine. 
Itis reported that he was among the favorites of al-Rashid and that he used to vilify the 
Talibids. Presumably he was also a spy for the caliph. The relstionship with the caliph, 
however, deteriorated and Ishag was incarcerated towards the end of al-Rashid’s reign 
and died in prison. No further information about Isbiq is available; the sources state 
that several ‘Alids were killed by the authorities on the basis of information provided 
by Ishaq. It is implied that this ultimately angered al-Rashid, though such accounts are 
probably later "Abbasid propaganda. Ishiq’s children spread to various parts of the 
‘empire. 

Like Ishaq, his brother ‘Ali b. al-Hasan also died in an ‘Abbasid prison. However, 
unlike him, he neither seems to have enjoyed ‘Abbasid patronage nor was he a pacifist. 
In 145 All, ‘Ali had participated in the famous revolt of the Hasanid Muhammad b. 
“Abdallah b, al-Hasan, and it was very likely due to this that he was arrested by al- 
Mangiir's officials. Few records of his immediate descendants have survived, though 
at leant one of bis later descendants rose to the ri ava.” 

A few other descendants of al-Hasan b. Zayd are mentioned in the sources, but the 
preceding should suffice in giving us a general sense of the sociopolitical trajectory of 
this line.%* At the time of the second civil war when the success of Ibn al-Zubayr 
seemed imminent, Zayd b. al-Hasan b, "Alf embraced the Zubayrid cause; after the fall 
‘of In al-Zubayr, he ingratiated hirnself with the Umayyads. Towards the end of thetr 
‘rule, his line may have inclined towards the ‘Abbiisids (or perhaps the ‘Abbiisids saw 
some benefit in drawing them close in their incipient years) so that his only son (al- 
‘Hasun) whose issue was of any significance for later history enjoyed a protracted gover- 
nnorship in Medina under alsMangdr. The existing sociopolitical clout enjoyed in the 
Hijaz by this line, atleast one of whose members had only recently participated in the 
revolt of their Hasanid cousins in the Hijiz and Iraq, may have seemed diplomatically 
attractive to al-Mangiir, But the long term official standing of al-Hasan b. Zayd b. al- 
Hasan in the region may have been equally troubling to him, Towards the end of his 
rule, he removed al-Hasan from his post, stripped him of his wealth and imprisoned 
‘him, After al-MangGt's death al-Mahdi tried to renew this contact, as did al-Rashid 
through one of al-Hiasan’s descendants. n time, this relationship turned sour as well 
From then on, records of this line fall silent for a couple of generations tll the descen- 
dants of Zayd b. al-Hasan begin to appear as leaders of the ‘Alids in various regions 
‘outside the Hijtz und at the head of several revolutionary movements. It is worthy of 
attention that though al-Nasan b, Zaye b.al-Hlasan and his immediate descendants were 
lurgely exogamous, not long after the rise of the ‘Abbasids, almost the entire line 
descended from Zayd b. al-Hasan began to tum to endogamy with the Hasanids. This 
fact sits well with their general political trajectories for the period after 145 AH. A rare 

‘°° 1H, 99-40; R.A, 67 abthayhagi 4145 ay 4124 

7 TH, 39, R.A, 634; Igbo, Magi, 17 

=" Onher than what has already boca mentioned here. where the wives or bashands ofthe descco- 
ants of al-Hasan b. Zayl are mentioned, they mont abways tend 10 be of Hasanid extraction, And as 
With what bas appeared above, his ater descendants appeat mostly 9 Tabarsthe, Daya, and the 
case provinces 36 mays an asd’ Some of them also participated nrehellices. eth descea- 
dants of al-Clisim b. “Ali (some of whom also found homes m the Hijar and Egypt) at Ut, 37-41; R 
410%: aleUmart, 21-22, 31 
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exception to this general rule was al-Qasim b. al-Hasan b. Zayd, who reportedly stood 
by the "Abbasids at the time of the revolt of Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya.*” Some 
of his immediate descendants married into the solid and decades-old "Abbasid- 
‘Husaynid coalition (see below). Unlike most ofits cousins, some segments of this line 
also remained prominent in the Lijiz.*!® Otherwise, the pattern of increasing Hasanid 
endogamy in Zayd b. al-Lasan’s line starting in the early ‘Abbasid period may be a 
reflection of two related things: the eventual loss of dynastic patronage because of the 
threat of competing legitimist claims; and the rise of the political solidarity of various 
Hasanid branches that substituted this loss. 


Vii 1.A.c. The Descendants of Khawla al-Faziriyya 

The most prominent line of al-Hasan b. ‘Alf b. Abi Talib traced itself to Khawla bt, 
Manzitr al-Faziiriyya, the daughter of a Fazari chief whose loyalties are a bit ambiguous, 
Jn the third chapter, we speculated that he had inclined first to the Zubayridx and then 
to the ‘Allds sometime after the Battle of the Camel and that, by the end of the Umayyad 
period, he may have joined the Umayyad entourage. He had contacts both in Kiifa and 
Medina. When al-Hasan married Khawla, ber sister Tumidir had already been married 
to 'Abdallih b. al-Zubayr for many years and had given birth to several of his children. 
Khawla herself was first married to Mubammad b. Talba b, “Ubaydallah and then, after 
his death at the Battle of the Camel, she took al-Hasan as her husband in Medina.*!! 
Through Khawla, a powerful complex of kinship links between the Huasanids, Talbids, 
sand Zubayrids had been established. Her son fbwihim b. Mubammad b. Talla was espe 
cially close to his Hasanid cousins and also briefly enjoyed Umayyad patronage imme- 
diately after the fall of the Zubayrid caliphate, Ibrahim’s children, most of whom were 
born to a Talbid woman with Zubayrid, ‘Abbiisid, and TAlibid contacts, are themselves 
nondescript. His grandchildren and later descendants, on the other hand, were largely 
concentrated in Medina and enjoyed early ‘Abbasid patronage."'? In his marriage to 
Khawla, al-Lasan b. ’Ali had absorbed several wings of the Hijizi élite to add to his 
growing count of supporters.*"” 


= During the revolt of Mubammad al-Nats al-Zabiyya, al-Casim b. al-Hasan and nine other 
ssoaymous members ofthe Talibid house were employed by “Ts b, Ms to convince the masses 10 
lay down their arms al-Qtsim’s is the rare line of Zayd b, al-Hlasan that also married into Husaynid 
aed ‘Abbasid circles: his son ‘Abd al-Rabmin was married to Sukayna bt “Abdallah b.al-ttusayn al 
Ayghar b. lr. al-Masaya b, “Ali b. Abt Talib; his dauphier, m turn, was married to an wnnomed 
“Abbasid, » granddwuphter of bis, Maymiia bt. Hamza was married to Zayd b Moxa al-Kagm, 
‘See TH, 39-415 R, 41; "Umart, 21-22, 31:NQ. 71-3; Roo abSawzs,of-Muntacam, 9 19, Inthe sixth 
[generation afleral-Casim, his descendants became rulers an Daylam Their descendants n turn, were 
the notables of Qarwin and Medina. In view of what will emerge io the course of this chapter, a peo= 
“Abbie stance ofthis sub-brasch in 145 AH, coupled wit ‘Abbasid and Husaynid (Imam) marrige 
‘ies ts rot surprising a all. See the sources i the previous footnote 

1" See the discussion of the Husaynids bekre 

"0 Khawia and ber Tatbid descendants have been discussed at length in Chapter 3. Some rare 
acccnsts relate that after Muhammad, she was briefly mares to “Abdallah b. al-Zuhayr 

2 All this has been discussed in Chapter 3. Similar ‘Abbasid patronage was briefly enjoyed by 
some revolutionary branches of the Hasanid ‘Alids after the unsurrection of Muhammad al-Nafs al- 
Zakiyya. See below 

#0) Later, against the protest ofthe “Abbasids, an “Uithminid line also gave its daughter wo Hbrabiim 
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‘Khawa’s som a-Hasanb.a-Hasan ‘Al asthe bead of his family andthe was of 
tis fate, who ad exrustd him with the adage of AL" This padags was amor 
pit of comenton betwen in a is nce, “Unar AI who was backs in is 
cla by aaj b, Ya, The wurces ete a insrctive anecdote in conestion 
wth ths sada When Hasan came fo the Urnayya court with is gievances, be 
cowmpaied to Vabyi a-ak about a apo fo inching “Una. 'A in 
the saa of hs grander by, who was aware of “bd a-Mabi's pprebentve- 
ess abou the Hasan inten, promised to hep him. When the two of the wer in 
the caliphs company, Yay timated him th the people of ay came every year 
‘oal-Hastn urging him ake up arms al-Hasan, who was tly alten aback by this 
cornet, nmesately denied this charge and chasis aby fo hs slander. Ab a- 
Malik did no purse the mater Furth, bit seems tht the tone fr the remainder of 
tho meting had ben set When he caliph thn asked a Hasan about hs needs, the 
Lae ior bi of bis trouble witha Hah). Abd ab Malik promply dpatched 3 
‘mesenger his goveror commanding him desis, When a Hasan ke ek private 
<ul with Yay, te latter explained that the caliph feared al-Hasan and that his 
connec bight the clphs anit an gave abn a oviabe bapa 
ang positon Had he not doe this, ‘At a-Mali may ot have looked afer al: Haus 
per 

Tis anecdote sts wel wih the pater of Uiayyad pics toward the Hi that 
tavebeen noted in previous chapters. AN! ab Maha made a concer effort in the 
carler part of his eign wo recone the Hii ete Yo his rule. A the same time, be 
‘emaied usc of the weno an ep esol ee on them. Compre to 
the Zubayrids, whom e neo win back though the agency ofthe Mazi, his 
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bilan btn fathered gh sons and seven ugh The of is dagen 
civeulaed in Umayyad dynastic cies. Ove ofthese, Hamil. a Hasan, was 
‘nar i'l b.Abal Malik. Hh. a Ha and had two wns y hi” 
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Hammiida’s sister Zaynab, a daughter of Fatima bt. al-Hlusayn b. “Ali, was a wife of al- 
Walid b. “Abd al-Malik during his reign *!* It is also reported that she was married to 
Mu’ iwiya b. Marwan, “Abd al-Malik’s full brother; this Mu"awiya was also married to 
Ramla bt. ‘AIT. Abi Talib.*!* A third daughter of al-Hasan b, al-Hasan, Ummm al-Qasim, 
was married to Marwan b. Aban b, “Uthman b, “Affin, whose father's efforts at appro- 
Priating ‘Alid lands in the Hijiz through marriage were already noted in the previous 
chapter. After Marwan, Umm al-Qasim mamied ‘Ali Zayn al-"Abidin and then al-Husayn 
. ‘Abdallah b. “Ubaydaltih b. al-"Abbis °° The latter was also married to Qasima bt 
al-Hasan' Zaynab bt al-Hasan’s full sister Umm Kulthim bt al-Hasan was married 
to Muhammad al-Baqir ™ Of the two remaining daughters of al-Hasan, one was married 
to Muawiya b. ‘Abdallah b. Ja°far b. Abi Talib and then to AyyGb b, Maslama b, 
‘Abdallah al-Makhzsimf.*>? the other was married to Ja‘far b. Mus"ab b. al-Zubayr and 
bore him a daughter narved Fatima. This Fajima was married to Mug'ab b. ThAbit b. 
“Abdallah b. al-Zubayr, whose father had bravely cursed the Umayyads during ‘Abd al- 
Malik’s reign, refusing the onders of his governors to denigrate his ‘Alld kinsfolk. Faqina 
had two daughters by Mug'ab, both of whom were courted by the Band Sulaynaiin b. ‘Als 
b. ‘Abdallah b. al-"Abbas, on the strength of their kinship ties." It seems that all the 
‘marriages of this third generation were probably contracted before the end of al-Walid’s 
reign or shortly thereafter. 

Given the absence of dates, itis difficult to make sense of this information in terms 
of the diachronic development of al-Lasan's sociopolitical position, Nevertheless, it is 
noteworthy that al-Easan's daughters did not marry into the Sufyanid branch and that 
‘some contact with the Marwanid branch of “Abd al-Malik’s contemporaries was already 
generated through a daughter of “Ali b. Abi Talib, named Ramla. It is perhaps during 
the early period of Marwanid rule that al-Hasan perpetuated this link through the 
marriage of three of his daughters into the Hakamid branch, This corresponds well to 
the earlier observations of Marwinid efforts at extablishing a viable relationship with 
the Hijiizi élite, The remaining contacts suggest a shift towards the Husaynid “Alids of 
what later became the Imimi branch; then towards a revolutionary branch of the 
TAlibids (ic. the family of Mu’hwiya b. ‘Abdallih) which briefly integrated « number 
‘of ‘Abbiisids in the late Umayyad period; and then towards the non-Tibid allies of the 
Hasanids. (That this was probably the sequence of political inclinations is suggested in 
the chronology of the marriages of his daughter who took husbands after her marriage 

"TH 42:NQ, S1-3.Umart, 36, reports that she was sarod to “At! al: Malik. This 60 recorded 
fo any other source 

Ramla was horn to Umm Sa°id be. Urwalh Mas*ad al<Mhagafi and her haf-siblings through ber 
mother were children of “Utba b. Abi Sufyan. Thus, the Umayyad: Thagafi complex of contacts of this 
line was fairly longstanding See 1H, 87, 108-11, NQ, 46ff 

(@° IH, 42; NQ, 53 (where al-Husayn b. “Abdallah 1s not mentioned); Ibe Habib, al-Muhabhar 437 

221 “Umar, 36. Ii unclear whether this isan ertor for Una al-Qisim, 

= TH, 42; NQ, $2 

= have not been able to gather any information on Ayyab or his father. IH, 42: NQ, $1-3: BL, 2 
425. Three of Mu‘iwiya b. ‘Abdallah b. Ja‘far's sons mitially participated in the rebellion of 
Mubammad af-Nafs al-Zakiyya, but eventually sought amnesty. Mubammad’s father was theit 
‘maternal uncle 

5+ Tao of the chiro of Sulaymsn b “Als were born to Unum al-Hasan bt. Js'farb.al-Hlasanb, al 
Wiasan bi “Alt. TB, 166; 1H, 42: NQ. S13 
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to a Hakarmd.) The relationship with the Marwanids may have become lukewarm not 
much after al-Walid's reign (when al-Hasan b. al-Hasan died), around which time the 
non-Uimayyad marriages were probably contracted. 

The most widely discussed branch of the Hasanids is that of ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b. 
al-Hasan b. “AIT. This is also the branch that produced the greatest number of challengers 
10 ‘Abbasid rule throughout its early history. ‘Abdallah b. al-Elasan was born to Fiima 
bt. al-Husayn, the daughter of Umm Ishiiq bt. Talba b. “Ubaydallih, whom the Sufyamids 
had unsuccessfully courted against al-Hasan’s marriage proposal to her. After al-Hasan, 
by whom she had several children, Umim Ishiq bt. Talba married his brother al-Husayn. 
In these two marriages of the Sufyanid period, the Hasanids and Husaynids seem to have 
become integrated to some extent." Figima bt. al-Husayn, their only daughter, was also 
courted by the Sufylinids and, like her mother, she chose an "Alid instead. During the 
reign of Yazid b, ‘Abd al-Malik, the governor of Medina, ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. al-Dabbak 
b. Qays al-Fihri, repeatedly pressured her to marry him, but she did not comply. 
Patima’s other husband was ‘Abdallah b, ‘Am al-"Uthmani by whom she had a son 
named Muhammad al-Dibaj, The latter inclined towards his Hasanid half-siblings and 
‘was implicated in the revolution of Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya."” It is uncertain 
whether the participation of Umm Ishiiq’s Hasamd sons at Karbali shaped the aggres- 
sive politics of the later Hasanids in any direct way. Nevertheless, ths is probable given 
that Fajima bt al-Husayn was their half sibling and the mother of the greatest revolu- 
Honary branch of the Hasanids, linking them also to their "Uthminid and Talbid 
kinsfolk."** But other possible reasons for their involvement are discussed below. 

Historical information on ‘Abdallah b. al-asan b. al-Hasan is generally scanty, 


though he occurs in the chains of a number of Traditions," Two historiographical 
forces seem to be at work in reports related to him, the first from al-Baldhuri, where 
he is generally portrayed as heavily invested in amassing wealth and power through 
cunning diplomacy; and the second, from Ibn “Asakir, where the image is softer: he 
appears generally as a detached pacifist, promoting the rights of Ab Bakr and “Umar 


© Her sons Abd Bakr and al-Qisien, both torn to al-Hasan, died with al-Husaye of Karbala", See 
IH, 38-9; NQ, SO. BL. 2408 mentions both Abo Bulr's and al-Qasim's mother as a concubine. They 
also appear as ful brothers of Att al-Risbrain ,alsHlasan, whose mother is not identified in 1H. As 
all three names appear in close vicinity tn both sources, this discrepancy 1 antriguing, Ether UH has 
deliberately tampered with the information, though the reason for this 1s not clear, a it does 00 
any descendants from any of these three men: of, what is more likely, (H and BL. were relying on two 
Versions of the same source or divergent sources ultimately derived from the same Urtext 

‘©% On Fituma and Umm Isbin, see Chapters Three and Four. See also BL, 19ST, (B), 7: 189; NQ. 
59-62, 114 

"27 See Chapter Three on Muhammad's iavolvement in the revolutionary movement of al-Nafs al- 
Zakiyya and bis perpetuation of kinship links with the Hasanids through bis daughter 

2 As noted above, al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. ‘AI was horn to Khawia bt. Many dhis contact had 
Inked some Zubayrid and Talbid branches with the Hasanid line. Fatima bt. al-Husayn brought her 
‘own impressive ties with the Talhids,‘Uthmanids, and Husayaids into the Hasansd fod. The marriage 
of these two individuals seems to be 2 matn converging porn of the Hijizi ite im their resistance to 
the Umayyads and later, when the legitimist chums of the Hasanids were thwarted, against the 
Abbasids. As "Abdallah b. al-Hasan ied in 144-45 AM at the age of 75 (ar 72, as in tha "Asie, 27: 
369), al-Hasan’'s marringe to Fapima must have been contracted during the late Sufyanid ar earty 
Marwaid period, in the year 73 AH at the latest. (It is move likely that it occurred i the Sufyanid 
period, given reports of Yazid’s interest io Fationa ) "© See Iba ‘Asikir, 77: 364fT 
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to the caliphate, condemning the extremist theological doctrines of metempsychosis, 
and restraining his kinsfolk from aggressive political activity. Both sources agree, 
however, that he had nominated his son Muhammad to the caliphate, calling him al- 
Nafs al-Zakiyya and al-Mahdi, before al-Saffah acceded to the throne." The 
‘movement that was to culminate in the revolution of his two sons had definitely begun 
during the caliphate of Hishim, if not earlier"? Homage was paid to Mubammad b. 
‘Abdallith after al-Walid b. Yazid was murdered and the fitna was imminent. At this 
time, advised by al-Fadl b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al~’Abbas b. Rabi'a b. al-Harith b. “Abd 
al-Muttalib® to take aggressive advantage of the opportunity, ‘Abdallah called forth a 
‘group from his ak! al-bayt and secured the homage to his son in Medina. It is at this 
‘ume that Mubammad b. “Abdallah went into hiding. * 


{9 Thongh in the last source, his advice is often simply to be patient and nk necessary that sich 
activity should be banned. He is credited with giving similar advice to his two sons (BL, 2: 408fT, exp, 
411), See BL, 2: 40407; fhm 'Asakir, 27° MOAT The making of ‘Abdalla’s image deserves a full study 

©" [eas almost certam. as Elad argues. that the reports about Mubanmad b. “Abdalla early claims 
to rulership were circulated mainly in the ‘Abhimd penx The objective of mast foports quoted by 
lad seems wo be to undermune ao existing Hasan claum ans, as such, they may well have come ite 
‘circulation around the time ofthe revolt of 145 AM. Hlad also categorizes accounts of Mubammad 
Nafs al-Zakiyya's early aspuratios tothe caliphate as pro-'Alid because of their contents and transtat 
ters. Given these reasons, he intends to cast doubt on their authenticity. 1 do not consider mere 
Aendentiousness or late date of circulation, in the absence of other monives, to be signs of an account 
falsity. Though such accounts ought to be approached with caution, itis interesting to not, for example, 
that the reports raise no doubts about the historicity of the Hasanid claim (advanced during the 
Umayyad penod) aod focus instead on the pre-ordained success of the ‘Abbssids In other wards, the 
claims of the "Ablsdsids and the aranids are both acknowledge, but iti angued that only thowe of the 
former were pre-delermined to amount Wo political success I stands Wo reason that such reperts word 
{ain currency precisely at the moment of cris and sustained disputes over providential legitimacy; 
‘bt late etreulation does not reduce to falsity. See Elad, ‘Rebetlvon’, 154(7 und ote 79 (where veveral 
modem scholars, who acept the reports at face Value, are quoted). Furthermore, that support for 
‘Mubaanmad al-Nafs al-Zakiyys existed well before the success of the ‘Abbisids may be gauged from 
the prosopographical details to follow in this chapter. The same conclusion may also be drawn from 
the Fevolutiooary movement of al-Mughira. Sa°kl io 119 AH. al-Mughira, who had until then been & 
supporter of al-Hixpr, had started to wpread propayanda for Mubammad al-Nafy al-Zakiyya after al: 
‘Bager’s death. clauming that Mubanmnad was the Mahal At the same ine, be hid Be xun Ho cash act 
‘ations of herexy agamnst the followers of al-Hagir (Sec Elad, “Rebellion’, 1S9f, and the sourcex cited 
there.) Some scholars cited by Elad question the authenticity of reports related to the ideological 
jposinion of al-Mughira and bis companion ayin b. Sam". 

©2 See BL, 2: 4054T. where two of Mubammad’'s supporters mount a fated rebellion agatnst Khalid 
1-Qusr in Iraq; Tbe “Astkit,27: 367, where ‘Abdallah’s sons were missing when he came as a delegate 
tw Hist. The lanier noticed thes and ‘Abdallab assured him that their abence was due to their lave 
forthe desert, nt to any dislike of the caliph. He presented a simular excuse when thetr absence was 
oticed ty al-SafTah 

9 ‘The line of al-Harith b. ‘Abi al-Muftali has! married into the family of ‘AN al-tlasan b ‘Al. 
‘a-Fadl b ‘Abd al-Rahmdn’s daughter "Aika was marned into the Zayd line. another contact with the 
Rabi'ab. a-ttarith was established by a marriage to Ibrahim b, Mubatnenod b. “Ali b. Abi Talib yet 
another contact wrth the famaly of Mubammad b “All existed through a marmage of his son al-Qasim 
‘A great grandson of al-~Abbis b. “Ail was marned to a descendant of Rabi'ab,al-Hiarith All these will 
the discussed below, a1-Fadl is also discussed by Madelung, "Maxhimiyyat", p23. On the role of his 
descendants i carty anti“Abbasid movements and their support of the Hasanvds, sce Id. 24. On the 
Band al-Hanth b ‘Abd al-Mutalib and thets pretensions tothe caliphate, see Nagel, Untersuchungen. 
THAR, 1674 0 BL 2404-8 
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However, there are other reports which suggest that ‘Abdallah’ involvement in 
politics canbe dated to an earer period, For example one account states that ‘AblEah 
‘sed to ftequent ‘Umar ‘Abd a-’Azz to seek his belp against the caliph Sulsym 
tbe report canbe trust, this probably occurred during the time “Umar was attached 
tw Sulaymin's court in Damascus. The nature ofthe intrigue is unclear, though i is 
Hkety that it had to do with “Abdali habitual requests of governors and caliphs to 
Ineet his various financial needs * Sulaymin may aot have granted ‘Abdallah the 
favors he had asked of him, whereupon he found a supporter in "Umac* Upon his 
‘accession, "Umar continued to shower Favors upon ‘Atallah, going so far aso request 
him not wo wait outside his door before his court was in session a he was loath to have 
‘a ignitary like him denied permission to eater, On another occasion, after ‘Abdalih's 
persistent requests fr patronage, the caliph reportedly said, "You wil ot gain anything 
for your family beter han yourself’ “Abdali then returned to Medina and the caliph 
followed up on his sweet words with more tangible compliments” 

When al-Saffib came to power, “Abdallah visited hum and was bonored by him 
with the usual gifts. By then, it was becoming very clear tothe authorities that it 
vas only 8 matter of time before Mubaramad, who bad already been given homage, 
would declare himself in open revolt against the central powers *™ al-Saffih took 
Appropriate steps wo extradite him from his place of hing, though he did aot succeed 
His successor al-Mangir resorted to more vigorous tactics and also sent wo ‘Abdallah 
+. altlasan a spy, who was able to confirm the intentions of the revolutionaries. 
‘alsMangGr then had "Aba arrest during his pilgrimage of 140 AH: in 144 AH, 
‘when all efforts had failed, be had “Absa and several members on his family 
transported to frag, where many of them ultimately perished in prisoa, Among those 
arrested wore Ibrahim b,al-Hasan . a-Hasan, Ishi b,fbrahim b, al-tlasanb. a 
Hasan, Mubammadb, Hoh, al-thasan bab Hasan, Jafar al-tlasan baltNasan. 
al-(Javanb al-Hasan b,al-Hasan, ‘Abdalla b, al-HHasanb,al-Hasan b al-Hasan, ‘AW 
al-Akbarbal-Hasan b alas b al-tHasa, "AI. al Hasan b al-Hasnb, al-Hasan, 
Diwid b, al-Hasan b. al-Hasao, Sulayman b, Dawid b, al-Hasan b, a-Hasan 
"Abdallth b. Dawid b,al-Hsan b al-tHasan, ad im b Rm b,al-Hlaan bale 


"Abdallah wd oak the governor wo full hn seeds. When be decd ob, he worked 
towasds having the perma remuved (BL, 2 40) appears thts powers of pertain wee 
formate, ive that ys wea ha accumulated 10,080 (dni dirham when be ded See 
er) 1 Mh Asi, 27° 

© theCimayyadpatronage of Ahab serms shave Neo predate om he dats cep 
of hisundet yng tendons and be dang be owe othe rule. That ere was some ec 8 EW 
secmigly amicable relanesh 6 mgt ont wl he das ar. bet aso as eps of 
°Abdallhsclash with an Vnayyad in Medina (Ib ‘As, 27373) and the oppresion he and his 
Iwate fered tthe had "inn Hayy Wa ver of Mena. et ee 
ALWalld exiended the olive branch by seing to thelr needs (BL, 2: 409) Bat compare ths to 
“Zeterstee, who seems lam ha “Abdllb bth unquaied faves of be Umayyads and ak 
Safa and that be ‘owe hs mse ot 30 ach o inset his two so Mubania and 
ean’ Ab ba HasaK.V.Zetieste, E2) 

al Safi’smigrvngs are amply quoted nthe sources. See. BL. 2: 40K The caliph also 
‘sn ve taken deve sep io Uying wo fon’ ons. The ae dened wae the 
whereabouts and ven sreadthe moth Marana bad dia Saf sapped hs ee 
in searching for hs ons with ies forthe Fate, she Uva ad Jone ete: 
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Hasan." All these men were from the line of Khawla al-Fazairiyya and, to the best of 
my knowledge, no Hasanid from another branch was imprisoned. The Husaymids were 
spared and some of them joined the ‘Abbasid army that al- Mansiir later sent to Medina 
under “Isa b. Masa." 

‘When Mubammad b. ‘Abdallah finally started the insurrection in Medina, he counted 
‘on the large-scale support of the inhabitants of the city, most of whom initially paid 
homage to him. The revolutionary movement was coordinated with his brother 
Ibrahim, who declared himself publicly in Basra shortly thereafter. The course of the 
movement and the various causes behind its failure have already been discussed in the 
Titerarure™" and, moreover, they fall outside the scope of this chapter. For our purposes. 


©" IH, 41-3, NO, 51-3: R, 23, 331F; al-Baghd, Parikh bah, 6: $1; Noa al~Athit,al-Kamil 
ILE; tho "Inaba, 189 (B}; al- Majlis, Bihar, 95: 291; Bukhari, Sirr, 181m. 1; Marwasi, Fakhri, 127 

= At the time of the arests in Medina the Husaynids were ordered by the authorities W enter the 
‘monque and were then allowed to leave it See fbn al-Athir,al-Kilmu, 1111. Mubammad b. ‘Abdalla 
Dhad sent his sn ‘Abaallah al-Ashitar wo lodha, presumably uoder the pretense of buying buses, Dut with 
the more pressing task of attracting an ‘Abbasid peneral with ‘Alid xympathiex to his caure. He 
succeed i this messian, but shorty afterwards bews of his father's death reached hen, He was then 
advised to stay behind in toda and to attach himself o one of the local kings, So he did and some four 
hundred Zaydiyy joined bim and found a comfortable life there The presence of the Zaysiyya may 
he explained by way of three related poxnts (1) dhetr position that the rmamate belonged to the person 
who made 9 military effort: (2) the distancing of the supporters of Zaya b. ‘AL from several IJusaynid 
‘branches after the failure of the revolt (more on this below), and (3) the contact of the Mu'tarita both 
‘with the lines of Zayd b. “All and Mulammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya. On the consistent revolunonary 
support of the Zaydiyye for varwus Hasanid rebellions in the second and third ventures and their 
cooption of leaders of various ’Alid branches during their formative period, wee "Zaydiyya’ (W. 
Madelung), E22; Madelung, Gloubenstehre, 36, 47-8, 721%. This isthe nccowot in “Vnart, 39, though 
according to Magdrl, ax quoted by "Umar, al-Axhtar was exiled to Sind after his father's death and, 
‘scconting 10 one account sn Bayhagt, 410, al-Asbuar bad escaped 1 Sind, where he was killed by 6 
‘king and his head was nent to al-Manar.Sce also Iybahlint, Magard, 206 n. 1. Fram various account, 
itis fair to say that ‘Alid support in Khburasin and Sind was substantia. 1s perhaps for this reason that 
‘the head of al-Dtbajal-"Uthmit, the kinsman and supporter of the Hasanids, was sent to these regions 
‘by al-Mansir with the assertion that i was i fact the bead of a-Nafsal-Zakiyya, Mubnanid himself 
<laumad to have had this support whco be said that there was no place where God was worshipped 
‘where his di dt had oot already gonen homage, I was also perhaps de to his wide-ranging suppor 
that a-ManyOr had great difficulty in finding an appropriate governor for Medina. He tecognized that 
‘oot oaly provinces like Khurasin, bur some ‘Abhasids themselves were atleast musimally loyal to the 
revolt Riyih al-Murri the Syrian scemed to bin to have teen the best chorce under the ewcumstances 
‘See BL, 2: 41497, 2 430-1, On Muhammad and Ibrahim’s expedition to Sind before the outbreak of 
the revolution, sce al-Tabart,al-Farith. 6: 241. The Husaynids in the ‘Abhi army were Mubamnad 
>. Zayd b. ‘Alb. al-Musayn and al-Qasim b. alsMusayn b. Zayd. Other ‘Alids who are said to have 
headed for Medina are pot named The Husaynad (Iman) Abbi! kinship tes to be discussed below. 
‘ust have made them ideal negotiators with the revolutionaries. I also pastly explains their peneral 
quiescence during the revolution. See Lassie, Shaping. 74: BL, 2: 421-2 (where the Husaynid imams 
ace given preference by akMansir over the Hasan, bat his more direct point bere i that they were 
preferable, though born to a cancubwne) On the quaarets between Nbrahira b, ‘Aballih and bis Zaye) 
supporters, see ‘Ibrahim b, Mubammad”(F. Omar), £12 

4 This is 90% to say that the support was uniform. but the movement certainly inchided at least 
‘some propoocats from most mayor families. Mubammad had taken Medina without any serious 
‘reistance and bis supporters are mentioned as the Juhayna, Muzayna, and the people of Medina. Two 
“Zdbayrids are also named among his suppoicrs. See BL, 2: 41817. For those Medinans who opposed! 
the revolution, see Elad, Rebellion’, 1794 See Elad, ‘Rebellion’ and the sources cited there. 
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it is worthy of note that a large number of individuals from the line of Khawia al- 
FazSriyya had committed themselves to this Hasanid cause and had banded together 
under the banner of the two sons of ‘Abdallah. The movement had started with 
“Abdalla b. al-Elasan no later than the reign of Hisham b. "Abd al-Malik. (It had very 
likely been in the making even before then.) After the movement was crushed, this 
Hasanid line produced several revolutionaries over the next few decades. The unity of 
this line is reflected in its endogamy starting from the generation of Mubammad and 
Ibrahim. Until this time, a number of marriages had been contracted with various "Ali 
branches, the Talbids, Zubayrids, Umayyads, and other Hijizi élite. The “Abbasids are 
‘missing throughout in the lists. 

Thus we would note that al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. “AIT had married daughters of three 
of his uncles, Mubammad, “Umar, and al-Husayn. He also fathered his son Mubammad 
by Ramla bt. Sa'id b. ‘Amr b. Nufayl," one of whose daughters may have been 
‘married to "Abdallah b. "Amr b. “Uthmiin b. ‘Affin."5 The latter's son al-Dibaj was a 
supporter of his Hasanid siblings and has already been mentioned several times. All of 
al-Llasan's marriages very likely occurred before the middle of al-Walid’s reign 

This trend continued in the next generation, for which most marriages were probably 
contracted around the death of al-Walld b. "Abd al-Malik or shortly thereafter. For 
example, Diwid b. al-Hasan married a daughter of “All Zayn al-'Abidin and she bore 
him a daughter named Mulayka.# His sons Sulaymiin and ‘Abdallih were born to Umm 
Kulthim bt. “Alf Zayn al--Abidin.*” Daw4d's brother "Alf was married to *Ulayya bt. 
“AIT Zayn al-*Abidtin.*** Ibrihim b, al-Biasan b. al-Hasan had sons named Imi, Eig, 
‘and Ya"qab by Dabia bt. Mubarmad b. ‘Abdallih b. ‘Abdalla al-Makhatenf.*? Ja'far 


,al-Hasan b. al-Hasaty had a daughter named Umm al-Hasan and a son named al-Hasan 
by woman of the Azd.**° al-Hasan al-Muthallath’s sons al-Hasan, al-'Abbas, Talha, 
and ‘Abdallah were born either to “A’isha bt. Talha b, “Umar al-Taymi or to a descendant 
of *Amirb, Malik b. Ja‘farb. Kilib**' Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan’s daughters 


“The wide support for Mubamunad’s rebellion un Medina, for example, may be explained partly 
con the basis of de wider kinship net bis Hasan ancestors had cast fer Mubarmmad's generation, 
thowigh cases of 

supporters ofthe revolution in 145 AH, soe Isbahant, Magid, 1N6fE Having stat th 

ompidering the fact that a Hasaoid poo! of endogary had only become possible in the generation of 
“Atallah b,alHlasan, (cn the generation of al-Hlasan b, “Als grandchildren. Thus, greater int 
Nasanid codogamy tn later generations mught simply bea reflection of the fact tha oly then were 
there more Hasanids available who were ict W each other. Nevertheless. given tha l-Hasan b “Alf 
\s reported to have had a least xeven sons who lef children, the possibilty of endogamy rms already 
hve been substantial during bs grand ‘Aballa's wine hs complete abseace during bis generation 
ve ariking On the other hand, the possibility of intra-thusayan! endogamy was available to the 
Husuynids only minimally m the generanon of “Ali Zayn al-Abadin's children Thes ts so because. 
‘other than the children of the latter al-Husayn acems to have had ely two other grandchildren who 
survived (one of whom was a woman) 

‘6 TS, 5319, Savkd bh, “Ame was an early convert and witnessed the Battle of Bade. He settled io 
Kf for som time but eventually returned to Medina. le did in al’Aqig tn SO AH. Some accounts 
relate that he died im Kaa. IS, 6: 13: al-Majist bdr, 100-303 m1 

> Malik, Manisa’ 2-579 

36 his may be the same as Umm Kulthiom bt. Zayn a-"Abidin below) 

07 R34; Rn aleAthir Kimi, 1101 

1 NO, 53-6 


NO, 59-62 


9 NQ. 56-9. 1 1H.42-3;NQ, 53-6, 
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Fitima and Umm Salama were both born to Tumiidis bt. ‘Abdallah b. “Agim b. “Urwa b. 
Mas‘ad al-Thagafiyya.* And ‘Abdallah b, al-Hasan, who despite subversive intent 
enjoyed Umayyad patronage through several reigns, had several children by Hind bt. 
‘Abi “Ubayda b. “Abdallah b. Zam‘ b. al-Muttalib. She was carlier married to ‘Abdallih 
'b. ‘Abd al-Malik. Thus keeping the possibility of oversight and lacunae in the sources 
in mind, not a single wife of this line for this generation was Hasanid. 

‘Thus from the marriages of the daughters of al-Hasan b. al-Hasan, the career of the 
latter and his son, and the marriage patterns observed in the two preceding paragraphs, 
i is safe to say that through the generation of ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan, this 
line of Hasanids was generally exogamous, marrying not only into the Hakamids (as 
with the daughters of al-Hasan b. al-Elasan), but also casting a wide net spreading into 
the lines of Husaynids, Taymits, MakhvGimis, and Thagafis. Furthermore, the support of 
some branches of Zubayrid and “Uthmanid kinsfotk for these Hasanids has already been 
noted above. It is perhaps in view of these expansive kinship links that the uprising of 
‘Muhammad al-Naf al-Zakiyya, though predicated on ‘Alid legitimist claims, can be 
seen as a general élite sedition. Prominent members of the élite tied by kinship bonds 
to this Hasanid line participated on Muhammad al-Nafis al-Zakiyya’s wide ® 

Nevertheless, it seems that the move towards endogamy was already in the making 
during the generation of Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya.** For example, Mulayka bt 
Dawid b, al-Hasan was married to al-Hasan b. Ja°far b, al-Hasan b. al-basa 
‘Zaynab b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b. al-Hayan was married to“AITb, al-Hasan b. al-Hasan 
and her two sisters were also married into the line of al-Hasan b. al-Hasan."5” And 
‘Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya himself was matried to Umm Salama bt, Mubammad 
, al-Hasan b, al-Hasan and had several children by her.*°* 


#2 NO, $1-3. This is copmate link as"AI had fathered yeveral children bya daughter of *Urwa 
Mav’od. See below 

BL, 2: 404; Umart, 37; ‘ortho b.‘Asallah(L. Vesela Vaghcr), £72. Umart, 37 gives the 
mother of bis soo Idris as “Auka bt. “Abd al-Malik al-Makheamryya and Iybahini, Magdes!, 137. 
his son Mubamnmad's mother as Ramla bi. Sa°ld b ‘Anwh Zayd. “Atika occurs as the mother of Isa 
th "Abdallah bal-tHasan (BI, 2: 404, which is more likely) and the Mubaromad b, “Abdalla is 
‘obviously a mistake for Mubaromod b a-Hasan ba Hasan (above) 

"AAs shown above the groundwork forthe wide base of suppeet was already land by the presen 
teneratioas On the spectrum of support for dis revolt, wee Lassner, Shapung, Chapter 3, note 47 and 
the references there: When an advisor wo al-Mansr asked him about Mubarnmod al-Nafsal-Zaksyye's 
following, the caliph said, “They are> the descendants of ‘AN, Jafar, ‘Agi, "Umar b.al-Khatib, 
Zabayt b. al-‘Awwim, the rest of the Quraysh, and the children of the Angir’ (Mas‘idi, Muriij, 3: 299) 
For the socio-economic motivation for the élite rebelhon, for which kinship was only one unifying, 
factor, ee Elad,“Rebetlin’, 185, where other secondary sources are also cited. The participation of 
the members of the élite can be explained in terms of the slow process of the socio-economic dectme 
‘of Medina during the Umayyad and erty “Abbasid periods. The hte who participated in the revolution 
‘wore perhaps most affected by this deterioration and, as explained here, had begun 10 solidify ther 
position through kinship hoods ao later than the rego of a-Walid 1 

"> The mariage ofthis generation should probably be dated to a period starting afer the death of 
al-Wali "Abd al-Malik and stretching to the en of the Umayyad rule RNG 

©7 NO, 33-6. 

1 /NO. S1ff Several cass of exogamy sill existed dong this generation, though a nub of team 
make good sense mn the larger framework of the sociopotical trajectory ofthis ine. For example, 
Mubamnmad was also married to Fakhita bt. Fulay b Mubammad b.al-Munahrb al Zuhayr and had 
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it is worthy of note that a large number of individuals from the line of Khawia al- 
FazSriyya had committed themselves to this Hasanid cause and had banded together 
under the banner of the two sons of ‘Abdallah. The movement had started with 
“Abdalla b. al-Elasan no later than the reign of Hisham b. "Abd al-Malik. (It had very 
likely been in the making even before then.) After the movement was crushed, this 
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this line is reflected in its endogamy starting from the generation of Mubammad and 
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‘missing throughout in the lists. 

Thus we would note that al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. “AIT had married daughters of three 
of his uncles, Mubammad, “Umar, and al-Husayn. He also fathered his son Mubammad 
by Ramla bt. Sa'id b. ‘Amr b. Nufayl," one of whose daughters may have been 
‘married to "Abdallah b. "Amr b. “Uthmiin b. ‘Affin."5 The latter's son al-Dibaj was a 
supporter of his Hasanid siblings and has already been mentioned several times. All of 
al-Llasan's marriages very likely occurred before the middle of al-Walid’s reign 

This trend continued in the next generation, for which most marriages were probably 
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example, Diwid b. al-Hasan married a daughter of “All Zayn al-'Abidin and she bore 
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,al-Hasan b. al-Hasaty had a daughter named Umm al-Hasan and a son named al-Hasan 
by woman of the Azd.**° al-Hasan al-Muthallath’s sons al-Hasan, al-'Abbas, Talha, 
and ‘Abdallah were born either to “A’isha bt. Talha b, “Umar al-Taymi or to a descendant 
of *Amirb, Malik b. Ja‘farb. Kilib**' Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan’s daughters 
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con the basis of de wider kinship net bis Hasan ancestors had cast fer Mubarmmad's generation, 
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supporters ofthe revolution in 145 AH, soe Isbahant, Magid, 1N6fE Having stat th 

ompidering the fact that a Hasaoid poo! of endogary had only become possible in the generation of 
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Fitima and Umm Salama were both born to Tumiidis bt. ‘Abdallah b. “Agim b. “Urwa b. 
Mas‘ad al-Thagafiyya.* And ‘Abdallah b, al-Hasan, who despite subversive intent 
enjoyed Umayyad patronage through several reigns, had several children by Hind bt. 
‘Abi “Ubayda b. “Abdallah b. Zam‘ b. al-Muttalib. She was carlier married to ‘Abdallih 
'b. ‘Abd al-Malik. Thus keeping the possibility of oversight and lacunae in the sources 
in mind, not a single wife of this line for this generation was Hasanid. 

‘Thus from the marriages of the daughters of al-Hasan b. al-Hasan, the career of the 
latter and his son, and the marriage patterns observed in the two preceding paragraphs, 
i is safe to say that through the generation of ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan, this 
line of Hasanids was generally exogamous, marrying not only into the Hakamids (as 
with the daughters of al-Hasan b. al-Elasan), but also casting a wide net spreading into 
the lines of Husaynids, Taymits, MakhvGimis, and Thagafis. Furthermore, the support of 
some branches of Zubayrid and “Uthmanid kinsfotk for these Hasanids has already been 
noted above. It is perhaps in view of these expansive kinship links that the uprising of 
‘Muhammad al-Naf al-Zakiyya, though predicated on ‘Alid legitimist claims, can be 
seen as a general élite sedition. Prominent members of the élite tied by kinship bonds 
to this Hasanid line participated on Muhammad al-Nafis al-Zakiyya’s wide ® 

Nevertheless, it seems that the move towards endogamy was already in the making 
during the generation of Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya.** For example, Mulayka bt 
Dawid b, al-Hasan was married to al-Hasan b. Ja°far b, al-Hasan b. al-basa 
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and her two sisters were also married into the line of al-Hasan b. al-Hasan."5” And 
‘Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya himself was matried to Umm Salama bt, Mubammad 
, al-Hasan b, al-Hasan and had several children by her.*°* 


#2 NO, $1-3. This is copmate link as"AI had fathered yeveral children bya daughter of *Urwa 
Mav’od. See below 
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‘Other than a few exceptions, most of which involve absorption into the "Abbasid 
family.$S° the generations after Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya became largely endog- 
‘amous. Many members ofthe family moved out of the Hijiz and eventually spread west 
as fur as al-Andalus and east as far as KhurasAn; and they remained politically margin- 
alized by the ‘Abbasids, with only a few among them acquiring coveted posts in what 
appears to be a project of reconciliation after the revolt. On the other hand, as has been 
observed throughout the book, quite a few of thei erstwhile élite cognates did well 


his son Tala by ber Ths marmage ws nt surprising gives the Zubayrid contact of ths line ws the two 
previous senerations. (But contrast this with claums that posit them as "the flercely ant'Al family 
‘of al-Zubaye’ One ofthese ant-”Alits Aba b. Musab b, Tit. was descended froma suppurer 
and cousin ofthe Hasanids and will be mentioned below. This account relates tothe period of al- 
‘ashi Sec "aby. "Abdalla b al-Hasan,” E72 ) See NQ, 53-6. “Umar, 39, iting Bukhart, claims 
that Talhu's mother was a Mubammadiyya (presumably from the lne of Mubanomad ANN) woman 
See also tn “Inaba (1), 105, Likewise, Yahya b Abdali b.al-Hlasa hada son by Khadija bt. Ibm 
‘Talla “Umar “Ubaydallah a- Tay Her father Ibm was among the Median suppurers of 
Mubammad al-Naf alZakiyya, though, like many leaders ofthe Quraysh ca Medina, al- Mansi bad 
‘woten to hi sway him away from the revolution. Te leer was intercepted and be was mprsceed 
by Mubarnmad See al-Tatwrt, Tarik, 6: 206, The "Abbasids had bought off quite a few people o made 
[roponals io do so during the ‘Alid miltary movements. tn 140 AH, a-Manqir distnbated stipends 
“Meaina when he felt the revolution was imsunent,Vabyi al-Barmat bribed the local king 2 Daya 
during the uprising of Yabya ‘Atallah, al-Hasan (the later himself reesived substantial gifts of 
<sofistion), a the Umayyad and “Abbas efforts a pyc Mubarmod al-Nafs al-Zakiyyy's father 
ts have already been mentioned. Sec, gH, 2: 449A Taha. "Umar b. "Ubaydallah wax 
varies wo Fay bx. alsin, Mulammad Jafar. ABUT This Fim, Wo who the sbove- 
mentioned Ibrahim was born, was earir married to Hamza b. ‘Abdallah b-al-Zubayr The Flibid- 
Taymi-Zohayrid network of the generation before a-Nafs al-Zakiyya 1 apparent. Here also are 
mented the hinabip Inks the fanuly of Taba Umar had with the ‘Abad and the appexaments 
they recetved tram them and the Umayyads. tthe generation before al-Nafs al-Zahryya, the mamas 
cof “Aisha bt. Tala b “Umar to olHasan .al-Hasanb. al Hasan bas already been mentioned above 
Such contacts may have resulted ina dhamenc pul o the family a he cme ofthe revolution. Sex NO 
241; HL, 5,215, When al-Hasanb, Zayd was made governor of Medina i the conciliatory diplomat 
efforts ofthe ‘Abbisid (on which see below, be forced Ini b Meat tobe de judge of the cy 
See al-Aghdni, §: 137, Another two cases of exogamy were the rw wives of Rorahim b. “Abdalla 
tl-Hlasan, Babkann bt “Umar b. Salama asHujaytn and a wormae ofthe Band Jafar b Kili, See BL. 
2:45; NQ, 53-6; al-Tabar, Trth 6:11, The former was the daughter of one of the frst men wo 
respond to Rahn 's call n Basen vain marred her afer bs aval wn Baga, very likely to ground 
his support in kinship claims. See al-Tabart, a-Tarikh, 6: 245, 6: 257, Sulayman ‘Abdallah bal 
Hasan was marred Wa Faaiv ene. Mish. “Absall sso maeried ot the Tayi tine 1s key 
thatthe recurring references to ie Taya wife posnt wo Umm Salama bt. Mubammuad b. Tala 6 
‘Abdalla b ‘Abd al-Rabmn b, Ab Hak. Sew "Umar, 46; al Baghdil.Yarith baghald, 13:28: NO. 
53-6; R, 6, ‘Aballahb. Daw0db,al-tfasan b al-Hasan b, ‘Al fathered a son by a descendant of the 
‘Anisid Muhanamad AI, Finally, Fig bt. Muamad balan bal-Hasan “AK, who was 
‘bor wa Thagafi worao and was a full tater ofthe wile of Muhammad al-Nafy al-Zakryya tmentiaed 
to this footnote), was married to Abs Bakr b. ‘Abs al-Malik b Marwan. This was rare case of sch 
late mariage into the Umayyad family. See NO, 51-3 
*©° This io sharp contrast tothe plethora of Husayni tes, generally from the fine of the imams. 
wit the ‘Abhisids that may partly have guided their quictistatitude for several generations (see 
below), For example, Jafar l-Sidig and Masa al-Kazim both reportedly discouraged the revolutions 
‘of Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya and a-Husayn 6 “Ali (st Fal) respectively. Though the approval 
of Mass reconded i a rare repor in al-Abtabi Tahdhib of-magil, > 418 and babe. Magar. 186, 
mentions a Mos b, Jafar b, Mubarmmad as a participant in 143 AH. 
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during the carly period of the new dynasty. It was perhaps a judicious decision of the 
“Abbasids to court this élite ofa former ‘Alid coloring for the micromanagement of their 
empire, to the exclusion of those whose official sanction could be coupled with 
dangerous legitimism. For all that the ‘Abbasids had successfully courted some 
branches of the ‘Alids into their fold, the challenge of several revolutionary movements 
that were offshoots of the movement of Muhammad and Ibrahim had stil! to be met with 
measured diplomacy and calculated tactics. 

As far as marriages are concemed, the "Abbasids had already established some 
contacts in the lifetime of Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya: Umm Kulthom bt. 
Mubammad b. al-Hasan b, al-Hasan b. ‘AIT to “Ish b. ‘Alb, ‘Abdallah b. al-"Abbiis and 
Zaynab bt. Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya first to Mubammad b. al-Saffah and then to 
“Isa b. “AIT. ‘Abdallah “ The marriage contract of Zaynab bt. Muhammad had been 
sealed during the lifetime of al-Saffah, when the caliph, suspecting the clandestine activ 
ities of “Abdallah b. al-Hasan’s sons, had resorted to gifts and other diplomatic efforts in 
tying to pacify the Hasanids. As Zaynab was too young when the marriage was 
concluded, she had remained with her agnates and was in their custody throughout the 
movement. Not long after its conclusion, Muhammad b. al-SafPab came to ber family to 
claim his wife and was then severely upbraided by ‘Isa b. Mast when “Alid complaints 
of his impetuosity reached him. But Zaynab was eventually delivered to her husband 
Likewise, Rugayya bt. “Abdallih b. al-Hasan b, al-Hasan b, ‘AIT was successively 
married to two Umayyads, an ‘Abbisid, and finally to Ishiiq b. brahim b, al-Hasan b. al- 
Hasan b. "AI. Again, itis likely that the marriage to the ‘Abbiisid was contracted during 
the reign of al-Saffab.*! Like the last Hasanid husband of Zaynab bt. Muhammad above, 
Isbiig was one of the few Hasanids not to die in al-Manstr's prison." Finally, after the 
revolutionary movement had been contained, a daughter of Masa b. ‘Abdallah b. al- 
Hasan, who was also pardoned by al-MansOr, married the caliph’s son.” But these are 
rare cases. The Hasanids of this line, though they enjoyed amicable relations in the post 
revolutionary period with al-Mahdi,* seem to have resisted ‘Abbasid advances in 
‘general. Thereafter, the insurrections exploded again starting in al-Hdi's reign.*¢ 


% NQ. $1-J. Zayoab had three other husbands after ‘fe, given as Mubammad b, Hbrahim by 
Mubasmnad b.°AIL "Abdallah b,alAbbis, Iori b. faim b,al-Hasan b. Zaydb al-Hlasanb, 
AA. and *Absallahb,al-asan b. Koran bs “Abdallahb.al-Hasa b,altasan b, “AIC See BIL 2: 42%; 
NO. 53-6 ft seems. therefore, that she moved from ‘Abbasid circles toa line that was on god terms 
‘with the ‘Abhisids during the early period of their reign and thea back to her agnates. Her fourth 
husband was bom to daughter of Jafar, al-Hasanb.al-Hasan “AI, who had been imprisoned by 
al-Mangir, but was one of the few to be released. One of Ja'far's daughters, Umm al-Hasan, wat 
‘mamed w Sulaymnis b. “AB. ‘Abdallah. a-"Abbits (the Han Sulaymin were mentioned abwve), See 
BL, 2: 451-3, 3:94; NO, $6-9. His later descendants married into the Husaynid line and enjoyed the 
patronage ofthe central authorities. See also R, 36(T: NQ, 65-7. The father of her last bushand had 
tho been granted amesty by al-Mabai duniog his period of conciliatory policies towards the ‘ANd 
Thus was a the behest of al-Hasan h. Ibeahim’s wife, a daughter of Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakiya.t 
seems then that, afer the revolt, al-Mangar’s diplomatic efforts towards the Hasanids were launched 
atleast parly through the intermediary ofthe families mentioned bere. See NQ. SOM; BL, 2: 404-8, 

1 NO. 53-65 Iho Hath, al-Muhabbar, 4374 

2 He was, however. imprisoned with the Hasanids See fbn al-Athit. f-Kiimil, 1111 

© “Unnari 45. ** See "Fakheh,” E72 

“© The covcilatary efforts ofthe ‘Abbasids towards the “Aids did not bear the expected fait. Though 
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The first one among these was the abortive uprising of Husayn b. ‘AlTb. al-Hasan b, 
al-Basan b. al-Hasan b. ‘Alvin 169 AH. al-Husayn was bom to Zaynab bt. ‘Abdallah b. 
al-Lasan b. al-Easan and was therefore cognate cousin to two “Abbasid brides, Zaynab 
bt. Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya and Umm Kulthdm bt. Masi b. ‘Abdallah, and 
maternal nephew to another, Rugayya.* The network of links with the ‘Abbasids 
stands in sharp contrast to its virtual absence in this Hasanid line for most of the 
‘Umayyad period. It has already been noted that, after the uprising of Muhammad al- 
Nafs al-Zakiyya, al-Mangir made some efforts to bridge gaps with the Hasanids by 
drawing close some members of a Hasanid branch (of Zayd b. al-Hasan b. ’Al) and by 
taking some Hasanid daughters into his house. The conciliatory policy was very likely 
continued by al-Maha, with whom al-Husayn b, "Alb, al-Hlasan seems to have enjoyed 
some influence.” Be that as it may, given his lineage and the involvement of his father 
sand grandfather in the movement of al-Nafs al-Zakiyya,** itis likely that al-Husayn 
harbored some commitment to the abortive revolution of 145 AH; so at the end of the 
period of reconciliatiog, he revolted. 

The revolt of al-Husayn b. ‘Alt was very different from that of Muhammad al-Nafs al- 
‘Zakiyya. Though the discussion of the causes behind his movement falls outside the 
scope of this chapter, here it ought simply to be pointed out that it did not gamer the 
wide-ranging support that had so troubled al-MansGr twenty four years earlier. This was 
bby no means an insurrection backed by the mass of Hijau élite. The legitimist undespin- 
rings of the movement seem to have been minimal, and it is more than likely that the 
outbreak was sparked it least in part by al-Hadi's reversal of the economic measures in 
favor of the ‘Allds that had been adopted by his predecessor Though at least one 


some ‘Alids were granted pardon and were absorbed into the ‘Abbaid fold through marriage and gift 
‘others continued clandestine activities throughout the reigns of albMansir aod al-Mabdi. Most of the 
leaders of such movements were involved in the rebellion of 145 AH. See al-Iykmi, Samp 4: 1641 
whete the various uprisings are mentioned, though the author tends to downplay thew cover nature 
None of these insurrections seemn to have come to a ead as dil the rpoverment in Medina in 169 AH. 

0 This Rujayya may indeed have been his full sister, as NO, $3-4, mentions a Ruqayya bt. ’AID. 
al-Hlasan as a wife of Isbhq b. Ibedbim b. al-Hlasan. (Likewise, in the same source an Wentical variant 
‘occurs with reference to Umm Kulthim bt. ‘Abdallih b, al-Hasan, who also appears as the full sister 
‘of al-Husayo bs “AIC. i either case, al-Huisayn b. “A's “Abbasid kinship is clearly established. 

way b, "Al Sabi al-Fakhlkh,” £12; al-Tabact (trans), XXX, 33. 

"His father was a notable ascetic and, hough he had not been impnsoned by al-Mangtir’s agents. 
Jie had preferred 1 youn hix kinsmen voluntarily and died n prison. His grandfather also died there. See 
1H, 4211; NQ, SHIT: R. 21;CE Boo al-Athir, o-Kaomil, 1111, where “AW al-Hasaa by. al-Hasan “AN 
1s given m place of fa-Hasan b.al-Hasan b. al- Hasan 

> al-Mahul himself may have reversal his policies towards the en of his rengn, especially towards 
the Zaydiyya, with whorn al-Husayn's movement is wbentified by the ShrT sources. The movement 
very likely had to do with a call to social justice. That the policy had already begun to change during 
al-Mabdr's time is indicated i reports that al-Husaye b.°AN aod Yaby3 b. “Abdallah (who later revolted 
1175 AH) had clear plans to mount @ revolt during the Pilgrimage season, and that the supporters of 
the revolution were pilgrims, largely from Kafe (later, seeing that the movement was bankrupt, al- 
Husayn also appealed to slaves for belp). This suggests that some planning had gooe sito the upersing 
‘and, given that al-Hadt had just acceded 10 the throne, soc planning should be dated back to the last 
years of al-Mabai's reign. See ‘al-Hlusaym b, "Ali Sahib al-Fakhkhh’ £72; Tabact (trans), XXX, 18, 18 
1.70, 34, Ya‘ gab reports that when al-Hadi came t power, be cut off the arsay and « ive and began 
‘an aggressive policy of pursuing dissidents. Isbahiini, Magatil, 274; 294: Ya"qubt, Tarikh, 2: 404. 


The Descendants of “Alt b. Abi Talib 163 


‘account claims that the revolution opened with a view to alleviating the deplorable condi- 
tions of the Shi'a of Khurasin under al-Hadi, the immediate cause was very likely the 
{ill-treatment of Hasanids in Medina by the caliph’s agent installed there.*”° The reaction 
of the Medinans suggests that they had few incentives in joining the uprising and that 
not only did many of them immediately tum away from the impending trouble, but, in 
some cases, they also showed themselves to be hostile towards the revolutionaries.®”" 

‘Two main causes for the failure of this revolution may be isolated: the first was 
several years of ‘Abbisid diplomacy towards the Hijiizi élite in general; and the second 
‘was the development of an increasingly introverted kinship structure within the Hasanid 
line. In previous chapters we have already come across the appointments of mermbers 
of the non-‘Abbasid élite to coveted Hijizi posts (the deputy governor whase oppressive 
‘treatment of “Alids in Medina was the immediate cause of the revolution, for example, 
‘was an ‘Umarid). Such posts were supplemented by handsome gifts and land grants that 
the ‘Abbasid caliphs had bestowed upon the élite who were the micromanagers of the 
provinces. The "Alids themselves had benefited from this generosity from the late 
Mangiirid to the late Mahdid periods. These two facts—that the élite was generally 
content with the ‘Abbasid rule and that the Hasanids had begun to lose the wide 
spectrum of social clout they had cultivated in previous generations —might explain the 
indifference and/or hostility of the Medinans towards al-Husayn. At this time, the 'Alids 
did not offer them any attractive alternative, nor were they able to appeal to kinship 
ties.*” The abortive revolution of 169 AH, which came to a tragic end at al-Pakhkh, 
was second only to Karbala’ in terms of "Alid casualties. Like Karbala’, it seems largely 
to have been an ‘Alid movement, though it attracted the Hasanids almost exclusiv 

The failed revolution of 169 AH was a watershed in the history of the Hasanids 
Though in some rare cases, Hasanid lines had left the Kijdz before this time to settle in 
the various parts of the empire,*”* it seems that it was largely via the agency of the 


1° abut (trans), XXX, 17 9 Tabart (trans), XXX, 2, 

‘°° In addition tothe Hasanid intermarriages pointed out above, one may also note the mamage of 
al-Husayn’s niece Kulthum bt al-Hasan b.“Al(to Sal b. “Abdallah b. Masa b. “Abdallah b.al-Hasan 
1) ab-Hasan b. "AN (R, 145); and of Pasuma be. Idris b. ‘Abdallah (Idris was a brother of al-Nafs ab 
Zakryya and participated 1» this revolt) io Mubarmad b. Yabrya bt “Abdallah b,al-Hasan b. al-Hasan 
bb. AIN(R. 18). The data on marriages begins to disappear around this period, though from what infor: 
‘mation han survived, sti faur to aay that the trend of endogamy generally continued for the next few 
peneratiacs 

PA quick glance at the names of participants in the atte suggests that there were four Hasannts 
for every Husaynid wt Fakhikh. See 1H, 44-5, 52-4: NOQ, SIM 28; R, 2441, 171M; WL, 2: 449M This 
does not seem Wo be function of demography as, in my count, dhe total euimber of narnes of Hasanihs 
from the generation of ‘Abdallah al-Mabd to that of his grandchildren comes to ane hundred and fifty 
‘one and, for the same span, the total sumber of Husaynids comes to one bundred and forty four OF the 
asanids, shout ninety five were descended from the line of al-Hasan b. al-Hasan, forty two fron that 
‘of Zayd b al-Hasan, and some fourteen were from mscelleaneous branches. The genealogy of one of 
the Husaynids to participate a the event 1s suspect (al-A fas), and another was granted amnesty by al 
Rashid. though he was killed in prison by the Barmakids before this couk! uke effect. { have found 10 
‘Alids from aay other line among the participants. See NQ. 72: R, 17HT. and 171 9.2 

‘* For example. Mubaramad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya’s grandson, Mubanwmad '. “Abvlallaal-Asbiar 
‘was born in Kabul; one of his soms was a nayib in Kiifa (IL, 45: NQ. 53-6; R.4); and Mubammad b, 
"AIT. al“Abbis b, al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b.al-Hasan b. ‘All revolied in Kurtin and was killed in the 
time of al-Mabdi (IH, 43). Its more likely that this is Mubammad b. ‘AW b. alAbhis b, al-Havan b, 
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Hasan survivors ofthe uprising that they came to be politically relevant outside the 
region. Chief among these were the two brothers of Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya, 
Idris and Yaby@. Both participated a al-Fakhikh, but were able to escape the massacre 
there and eventually setled in regions that lay outside the sphere ofthe direct influence 
cof the central authorities. drs, who was the full brother of Mubamnmad al-Nafsal- 
Zakiyya, came to al-Maghib, where some Berbers responded to his allan installed 
‘him asthe imam in 172 AH. Here Idris consolidated his power, but died shortly after- 
wards in 175 AH.* Atthe tine of his death his Berber concubine was seven pont 
‘pregnant with his son, who succeeded to the role in 187 AHL! The dynasty of which 
the had aid the foundations lasted for more than two hundred years. "7? 

Yahyi b, ‘Atal b.a-Hasan, whose mother was & niece of Lis b. *Abdallih’s 
mother was able to escape with kris afles Fahkh. Ae a stayin Abyssinia the to 
brothers returned to the Hii and resolved on the strategy of seeking support outside 
‘this province, At this time, Idris left for al-Maghn and Yaby’ began his peregrinations 
between alMaghrib and Transoxania.®™ In 175 AH, the year his brother died, Yabya 
proceeded to Daylam, under the protection of ts king Justin. The following year, after 
the arival of his supporters, many of whom were of proto-Zaydl persuasion, Yaby’ 
called fora revolution agains! al-Rashid." This was soon quelled by al-Fadlb. Yahya 
al-Barmaki through astute diplomacy, and aby b,“Absall laid dow his arms in 


Masa A, whan ite ome wo Baba cates clle pepe os eA prop 
(adv ad anewered thecal but sew of th reached Mab we abd be hl "A 
teste. aay A arte fader a Pal, was able oscar his pan, bt be was 
uvmnolby : Mab aces (ahi, May 267. aT Som. 164). worth ng 
‘hat boo hem ad cnanectons with the revet of 148 AIL 

°° Sees Ts ‘A (D athe, 1 BL 2:48, 480: NO, 83-46 R19. 

See ds It, Mrs (Hache, EL? The ienge of his was ete wl A ab 
iinet. See R 9. 

id (D. Etch), 

"Thus Yay “Ast: compare BL 404, where smother isthe ier 
ther The ater ery ely mort See NO, 53-6 "Una. 37 

1 a Tubrt (ran), XX; 16 and the referees thee 

© Yabya wppner are sa ota oe fam be ge thes a provinces (a ae 
‘tran ). XXX, 115} However, few ames ofthe regio ie that pyre he rebeh of 45 AN 
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exchange for the promise of amnesty and gifts. Thereafter, Yabya settled in the Hijitz 
and began to expend his wealth on the ‘Alids. Itis at this time, suspecting him of galva- 
nizing a dangerous movement, that al-Rashid had Yabya recalled to the capital, where 
armdst court intrigues, be was accused of harboring seditious intentions. He was even- 
tually imprisoned and died in 187 AH.**! The sources mention several descendants of 
Yahya, most of whom were married into the line of ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b, al- 
Hasan.** It is likely that whatever support Yahya may have garnered in the Hiji did 
not come from a wide spectrum of the élite. 

The Hasanids of this line continued over the years with their revolutionary aspira- 
tions, but none of their efforts after 145 AH attracted the support of the Hijazi élite. In 
‘most cases, they appealed to some local group—whether it be a local population or a 
mercenary army**?—and attracted the close (Hasanid) kinsfolk of the leader. This 
phenomenon goes hand in hand with their ever mereasing endogamy, which is sharply 
‘contrasted with this line's almost exclusive exogamous practices of the previous gener- 
ations." The new strategy was successful in that several Hasanids from this line not 


°° Yay “Atal £72. om RTM 

© ‘The revolt of Aba al-Sarkyé in 199 AH is a case in point. The Hasanid Mubammad b. fbrabiin 
sma’ Moeshim b. alHfasan b. alHasan was ased inthis rebellion as a nowminal legiimist leader 
land, afc his mystenous death, all operations of the revolution sccm to have becn tn the hands of Abi 
al-Saraya, who used both Hasanids and Musaynids ar ideological tools to promote his own interosts, 
The father and grandfather of the Hasamid be dispatched io Medina, Muhammad b, Sulayman b, Dawud 
‘> ahHfasan, had both been imprisoned by al-Manyar in 144 AH for complicity in the revolution of 


“Abidin, was a rare Husayid participant at Fakbkh, Perhaps ol-Hasan b. “AN. “AN Zayo al" Abidin, 
who was born to a concubine, had also fought on Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya's side (Nagel, 
Auftand’, 27). See HH. 53, where this ab-Ausayn b. albHasan b. “AW. ’AN Zaym ab* Abidin is Men> 
tafled as al-Aftas (and not his father al-Hasan b. “AW. ‘Al Zayn al-"Abidin, ax tn mow! other sources, 
see also R. 171, Thus, both men and the brief nominal leader, Mubamimad b, Rahim (on 
the Hijiz, (BL, 
2, gives the sense that it was Mubammad b Thrihim who had appealed to Abd alSaraya, but the 
‘details to al-Taburt (rans. ), XXXII, 134f, give the clear impression of the latter's initiative and contro, 
This is worth further investigation.) In ts Miia phase, the movement seems to have been not much 
‘more than bripandaye (if not, from the perwpective of the Hiei, a foreign mvasion. which was very 
different frown the waternal ‘Alid Hifi rebellions as iste as 169 AI) with generally lithe support from 
the local population. After Aba al-Saray’'s death, the “Alids, who generally remain asionymons in the 
sources, convinced the pacifist Mubammad b. Jafar al-S dq to assume the leadership. He became the 
‘new nominal head of the movement. Afler Abd al-Sarhya, the rebellion seers to have hadi an but 
the personal advantage of the two ‘Alids named (ane Hasanid and one Husaymid), with litle mention 
fof any larger objectives. Throughout, the backing of the élite seems to have been minimal. the nominal 
head desperaicly boping to fall back on the support of the masses, slaves, subsidized tribes, and 
pilgrims to Mecea. See al-Tabart (trans.), XXXII, 13ff and 13 note 16; Ariolt, “La rivolta di Abo 
‘Saraya 
4 As noted above, this trend may also be explained with reference to the increasing poo! of 
asanids over generabons that were licit to cach other. Endogamy also makes sense in view of the 
{tenerally recognized phenomenon and common sense practice of the formation of smaller solidified 
groups as they splinter off a shared ancestor. As all sich groups share an agnatic tie, cognate or maternal 
‘Einship often comes to be an organizing principle, so that even patnlateral cousm mamages solidify 
maternal ties. Such marriage ties of course contribute to the preservation and accumulation of 
“corporate” wealth. See Abu Lughod, Vealed. 39-60. 
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aly rose to local prominence outside the Hijz as the mugabd, ru asi’, and kwpals 
of ‘Alid groups, but many, like the Idrisids, were also able to secure dynastic rule over 
larger domains. But their histories fall outside the objectives of this book. 

To sum up, the Hasanids from the line of Khawla al-Fazaniyya could not only boast 
pure ‘Alid lineage in ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan from al-Hasan and al-Husayn, 
the grandsons of the Prophet,"** but they also counted the Talhids, “Uthmanids, and 
Zubayrids among their close cognates. The early bond with the Husaynids through Umm 
Ishaq bt. Talha was also very likely responsible for the involvement of the lange number 
of Hasanids at Karbala’. During the early Umayyad period, the line of ‘Abdallah b.al~ 
Hasan b. al-Hasan continued to cultivate kinship links and friendly terms with the Hii 
élite and the Husaynids. It also enjoyed the favor of the dynasts and gave some of its 
davghters to them in marriage. This trend continued as late as the end of the reign of al- 
Walid. Thereafter, it seems that these Hasanids generally cut off ties with the Husaynids, 
though they continued to marry into other élite families (now exclusively). During 
this period, they also neglected to forge alliances with the 'Abbisids and other Hasanid 
‘branches and began to tur to Hasanid endogamy some time in the late Umayyad period. 

In the reign of Hisham (if not earlier), ‘Abduallih b,al-Hasan had begun a clandestine 
movement of his two sons to overthrow the Umayyads. When the latter dynasts were 
‘ousted by the Khurisdniyya and al-Saffah came to power, “Abdallah ingratiated himself 
with the latter, though he continued his subversive program against the new rulers. At 
this time, a trend towards EJasanid endogamy along with the efforts of the ‘Abbasids to 
establish kinship ties with these Elasanids begins to emerge. During this same period. 
al-Saffah tried to draw the dangerous Hasanids toward him by showering them with 
Aifts, This did not work and, when Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya finally declared the 
revolution in Medina, the Hijiz élite came to his support en masse 

‘But as was often the case with ‘Alid revolutionary movements, the supporters were 
cither bought off by the authorities or they put down arms, convinced to do $0 by 
notable ‘Abbasids, Husaynids, and Hasanids (of another branch). After the failure of 
the movement, the ‘Abbasids made some further attempts to buy Hasanid quiescence 
with gifts and newly established links through marriage. Generally, the Hasanids in 
{question resisted these advances and became ever more endogamous. The ij élite, 
‘on the other hand, took advantage of this opportunity and many enjoyed the favors of 
the ‘Abbisids, sometimes becoming the managers of the provinces for them. After the 
revolt of 145 AIL. ‘Ald revolutionary movements never had the massive élite following 
from the Llijiz that they commanded in earlier generations. And after the failure of the 
revolt in 169 AH, several descendants of this line moved out of the Hijitz, adopted an 
ever stricter endogamy,**” and continued to launch revolutionary movements supported 


© “Abdallah was called al-Mabd, the Pure, in view of both his patrilineal and matrilineal descent. 
t may be recalled from the opening oC this chapter that the legen argument of the Shi'a rested on 
the simular purty inthe lineage of ‘All and his two sams al-Hasan and al-Husayn. By the end of this 
chapter. t should become clear thatthe movement of the Hasanits took off a sbout the same tame as 
that ofthe Hashauyya (not taking into account the earher Kaysiniyya movement) which generally 
‘ncorporated the ‘Abbasids and the remaining “Alid branches. The Hasanid movement operated inde- 
pendently of the dir'wo that ulumately toppled the Limayyads. 

‘= By this time, the Husaynids had joined a different élite political bloc 

‘% Though it ought to be kept in mind that marriage records from this period om are very patchy. 
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by local populations. Finally, it menits attention that, even during periods of amicable 
relations with the Umayyads and ‘Abbasids, no royally favored branch of the Hasanids 
(with the exception of a descendant of Zayd b. al-Hasan) ever rase to political office 
Perhaps the dynasts realized the danger in joining a powerful ideology of legitimacy 
‘with official channels for its execution. Throughout this period, caliphal gifts, govern- 
‘ment stipends, and family endowments remained the main source of *Alfd income in 
the Hijaz. The last of these items seems also to have been a main source of the rift 
between the various ‘Alid branches, and litigation over this matter was cleverly 
exploited by both dynasties to perpetuate the divide. 


Vial. Ad The Descendants from Unnamed Women and Concubines 

As noted above, later sources tend to identify or re-identify many of the wives and 
concubines of al-Hasan b. “Ali about whose identities earlier sources have nothing to 
reveal. In none of these cases have I been able to isolate a reasonable explanation for 
this phenomenon other than What has been suggested above, viz. the desire of the 
authors to fix a legitimist genealogy that was abused by later generations of revolution 
aries and rulers, and an inclination to conform to the claims of the earlier propaganda 
that al-Hasaa had an inordinate number of wives 

None of the descendants from these women had issue surviving much beyond their 
period. As such, the impact of these descendants on Masinid history seems to have been 
minimal. And neither does there seem to be any clearly observable pattern among these 
descendants of al-Hlasan nor, due to the short life span of their lines, are any discussions 
‘of continuity and change possible, Nevertheless, in what follows, | shall draw attention 
to some possible patterns that correspond to what we have already learnt of the other 
asanid branches. In many cases, the information here tends to corroborate the concli- 
sions above. 

For example, the sources mention that ‘Alb, al-Hasan b, ‘Ali, born to an unnamed 
woman, was married toa sister of Muhammad al-Bagir and that his son “Umar married 
Subayga bt. Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Harith b. Nawfal b. al-Harith b. ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib *** These two contacts make perfect sense in the context of what we have 
Jeamt of the carly Hasanid-Husaynid links (lasting until the end of the reign of al-Walid 
‘Abd al-Malik) and the later amicable relationship that may have existed between the 
descendants of “Abdallh b, al-Hasan b. al-Hasan and al-Hirith b, ‘Abd al-Muttalib. 
Likewise, the Zubayrid bonds, observed above, are also suggested in the marriage of 
‘Umm al-Husayn bt al-Hasan b. ‘Ali, whose mother is also unknown, to ‘Abdaltih b, al- 
‘Zubays.** Similarly, Umm Salama bt. al-Kasan b, “Ali, whose mother was a concubine, 
married ‘Amr, al-Mundhir b. al-Zubayr and her sister Umm ‘Abdallih, bom to another 
concubine, married Zayn al-* Abidin.* In these various marriages, the branches of the 


= Baybagi, 411; Ibe Habib, of-Muhabbor 44507 = NQ,48-51 

$7 NQ.48-51; In Habib, al-Muhabbar SSF. and identified as “Umar b al-Mundhir at "Umar, 20; 
BL. 2: 401-4; NO, 48-S1, where the husband of Umm ‘Abdallah is given as‘Alrb. al-Hasan b, ‘Ali; 
he Habib, a/-Muhahbar: $51. The sources also mention a son of al-Hasan b. AHI, known as al-Husa 
al-Athram, who was born to 3 concubine and whose line married into the families of Zayn al~ Abidin, 
Muhammad b. al-Hianafiyya, Zayd b. al-Hasan, and al-Liakam b. al-‘Asi, All these marriages were 
contracted im the space of two generations. See BL, 2: 401-4; NQ, 48-51 -19, 22-23, 57; R. 4 (where 
the lineage of those who trace themselves to him is challenged), “Umari. 20, 


168 The Religious Elite of the Early Islamic Hija 


Hasanids born to anonymous women and concubines generally tend to repeat the 
Hasanid patterns observed above. 


ViLI.B. The Husaynid Line 
The sources mention six women by whom al-Husayn had children. The issue from only 
one of them, ‘Alf Zayn al-‘ Abidin, survived und the rest either perished with al-Husayn 
at Karbala” or died during his lifetime. al-Husayn’s earliest marriage, contracted at the 
time of the conversion of Imru'u [-Quys b. ‘Adt al-Kalbf, was to the latter's daughter 
al-Rubab."*" She bore al-Husayn his famous daughter Sukayna, who has been discussed 
several times in the course of this book. Sukayna married into various branches of the 
religious élite along patterns of early exogamy observed in the lines of al-Hasan b. 
AI? al-Husayn also married Umm Isbiiq bt. Talba b, “Ubaydallah in Medina, and 
she bore him his daughter Fatima, Umm Isbiq, who was earlier married to al-Hasn b, 
Ali, has also been mentioned in this and previous chapters. Some time in Medina, al- 
Husayn married yet another former wife of his brother al-Hasan, Hafsa BL ‘Abd al- 
Ramin b, Abi Bakr, but he did not father any children by her**? He also had a son 
named Ja‘far by an anonymous woman of the Ball. Thete is no information available 
‘on his son and most sources assert that he died young. Finally, al-Husayn also 
fathered a son named ‘AIT al-Akbar, who fell with bim at Karbali”. This ‘Als was bom 
toa daughter of Aba Murra b. “Urwa b. Mas‘Od and was a maternal cousin of Yazid b. 
‘Mu"awiya through his maternal grandmother "* This kinship bond was invoked by al- 
Husayn's opponents at Kirbali 10 gain bis som ‘Alf al-Akbar's quiescence, but ‘AI alk 
Akbar rejected their proposition, citing the greater merit in his kinship to the Propbet.!™* 


He left no progeny 

Thus it seems that, like his brother, al-Husayn b. “All had embraced a wide spectrum 
of religious élite and, pethaps more intetesting)y, three out of his five wives mentioned 
chs far had some relation to his brother. This a far testament to the clase ties between 
the two branches at this early date. Of the children mentioned above, the two daughters 


"Two of er sisters were marie at this me to is father ‘AI ad is brother al-Hasan (see 
shove 

See the previous chapters See also HL, 194 (I, where a poem by a-Musayn expressing bis 
‘ove for his wf l-Rubs aod daughter Susy recorded. Ths al-Rubb, however 1 ndentited as 
4 daughter of Unayf b. Haritha b. La'am alTayyi. This tation very likely springs from some 
afusion relate to accounts found in al-Aghini, 16: 99. See also NO. $9-3, 233: 73, 

thn Habib a-Muhabbar 44ST Hafan was discussed above lathe section co a- Hasan. 'AR. 

‘+ NQ, 56-9: he left no iesue. R73, cn the authority’ of Bukhart asters thatthe name of ane of ab 
‘Musayn's soma was Aba Babs (ismuhu abs bur); tis same woe was Wentified by others as Jafar. 
However, a dexcendat of his s mentioned a tbe governor of Medina athe 810s by fbn Taghrturd, 
iN, 14° 311 Otber thao this, Ubave not come actoes any taformanon about aay of hi descen- 
Janis 

°° This Thagafl lie was already mentioned above: “AI b. Abi Tabb fatherel daughters by 
daughiers of Lew h Masia good numberof whom were married into Venayyad and Maken 
families. "Umar (alAsgharb. ‘All, Abt Tabb was also born o a daughter of ‘Urwa. A great grand- 
Sughier of Urwa was marred to Mubaromad las b al-Hasesb ‘AN and ad Fatma by bam 
The latter was maid 1 00 of ‘Abs al-Mali 

See NO, 56-9 where he is mistakenly given as'AWabARharh ‘ANT. a-Husayn}: R73: Tos 
‘al. 102 (where he appears ‘Alf ab Ayghar. Needless o say that uch reports have an nlenlogical 
hen 
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married multiple times into the families of various élite, Fatima bt. al-Eusayn, as we 
know, became the mother of the most politically active line of the Hasanids.*7” 

‘The Husaynid lineage was perpetuated by “Ali Zayn al-" Abidin, who was reportedly 
bom to the Sisinid princess Shebrbainowayh/Shehrbinoya bt. Yazdagird.* ‘Ali was 
‘one of the few survivors among the “Alids at Karbala’, at which incident he was not able 
10 participate in the fighting because of illness, He was discovered by the Syrians in the 
tent of the ‘Alid women and narrowly escaped execution, Eventually, he was delivered 
to Yazid, who treated him with measured gentleness, though with a lingering suspicion 
‘of the potential threat he posed as the surviving leader of the Husaynid branch. ‘Ali soon 
returned to Medina with the remaining members of his family. He does not seem to have 
participated in the movement of fbn al-Zubayr and went into voluntary seclusion on his 
estate when the Syrian army set out for the Hijiz to crush the counter caliphate. At this 
time, he was entrusted with protecting the entourage of Marwan b. al-Hakam, Due to 
this and the caliph’s instructions to his generals to teat him gently, ‘AIT was spared 
again.” He seems to have enjoyed caliphal favor also during the reigns of Marwan 
and ‘Abd al-Malik. In many of his interactions with the authorities. ‘Alf seems to have 
benefited from hefty financial gifts. These patterns fit well with what we have learnt 
above of the early Hasanids 

"All Zayn al-’ Abidin bad several children by concubines and three sons by Umm 
*Abdallih bt, al-Hasan b, “AIL?” The marriage to the Hasanid daughter was contracted 
‘around the same time as the hand of Pirima bt. al-Husayn was given to al-Hasan b, al- 
Hasan b, ‘Ali, Again, this suggests cooperation between the two branches during the 
early Marwanid period," In what follows, I will first trace the social and political 
trajectories of the descendants of ‘Ali's concubines and the anonymous women by 
whom he fathered children. { will then discuss the children of Umum ‘Abdallah, to whom 
the imams of the Imiimi “Alids traced their lineage. 


(7 1s tateresting to mote that the list of the “Alids present at Karhald contains five Hasanids and 
‘ree Hucaynids. The numbers of other ‘Alids and Talibids are also fairly substantial. This suggests 
that they promoted a common cause during this period. This 1s not the case for the Hasanid rebellions 
‘of 145 oF 169 AN when the Hasanid participants and supporters were much greater i number than 
members of any other Talibid branch. See al-Tahart trans ), XIX. 180-81; al-Ishahint, Mayda, SUT 

[ R.73; bn Habib, al-Munaommag, 401, mentions the mother of a certain “AN b.al-Husayn b. “ALL 
1b. Abi Talib as a Sindi woman. Orher idestifieations of her mothes are given at "Zayn al~" Abidin” (E. 
Kobiberg), £12, where confusion between him and other sons of al-Husays narved “Ali is abso noted 

"7 Inis reported that ‘Ali refused Wo pay homage to Yard after the Battle of al-Harra, though he was 
forgiven for this. It seems that his refusal had to do with the aature ofthe oath itself, which supulated 
that those who submitted do so as ‘whit agndin See al-Sabiart, 1: 370, 

= "Zayn al’ Absdin.” E/2 

7 He fathered nine daughters and eleven sans. Six of bis sons lefl progeny: Mubammmad, ‘Ablalta, 
“Umar, Zayd, al-Husayn al-Asghar, and "AK. “Limact, 93. Different nuenbers are found at R, 73. One 
of the sons of Umm “Abdallah bt. al-Hasan, Muhammad al-Biqir, appears asthe son of a Husayniyya 
at “Umari, 94. But here i also says that Mubammad was the firs person to trace his ancestry to both 
al- Hasan and al- Husayn. See also Bayhagi, |: 3791 

‘%2 Such cooperation among the various branches of the Talibids until around the end of the reign 
‘of al-Walid, and the general exagamy (Le. outside their immediate families) of the Masanids and 
Husaynids uel that time, have already been noted above 
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Vit.1.B.a. The Descendants of Concubines and Anonymous Mothers 1 

Our sources state that "Ali Zayn al-" Abidin was a minor at Karbala” and that he died in 
the mid-nineties.% This means that the oldest of his children were probably married 
no earlier than the middle of ‘Abd al-Malik’s reign. Almost all these marriages, probably 
contracted no later than the end of the reign of al-Walid b. “Abd al-Malik, were 
‘exogamous (i.e. falling outside the immediate Husaymid family) °™ His daughter Umm 
“Ali bt. ‘AIT. al-Husayn was first married to ‘AITb. al-Husayn b. al-Hasan b. "Alf, then 
to ‘Abdallah b, Mu’Awiya b, "Abdallah b Ja‘far b. AbF Talib; and last to Nob b. Ibrahim 
b. Muhammad b. Talba b. *Ubaydallth.%* Her sister "Ulayya also married ‘AIT b. al- 
‘Husayn b. al-Hasan and then ‘Abdallah b. Mu"awiya b. ‘Abdallah ** And another sister, 
‘Umm Kulthim, married Dawéd b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali and bore him four 
children.” Thus, with the exception of Nab, whose father and nephews are known to 
have been on very friendly terms with the Talibids in general, all these daughters of ‘AIT 
Zaynal-" Abidin married Talibids.°* Ibrahim b. Mubammad b, Talha, al-Eusayn b. al- 
Hasan b. ‘Ali, and al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. “Ali seem to have been in the good books of 
the Umayyads during the early period of Marwanid rule. 

Perhaps most interestingly, some children of Zayn al-' Abidin born in this category 
‘and generation had established marital contacts with the ‘Abbasids. As seen above, this 
‘was generally not the case for the Hasanids of this period. Thus Umum al-Hlasan bt. "AIT 
was married to Dawid b. ‘Alf b. ‘Abdallih b. al-"Abbas and bore him Msi and 
Kulthum. After her, Daw6d married her sister Fatima and fathered a daughter by her 
that was her mother’s namesake.” Their sister Umm al-Husayn married Ibrahim al 
Imam b, Mubammad b. "AlTb. ‘Abdallah b. al~’Abbas, the legatee of the famous AbO 


Hashim, and had children by him.” Though “Alt’s daughters had married into the 
“Abbasid line (very likely during the Sufyinid penod) and very rare cases of marriages 
with the ‘Abbasids had existed in the Hasamid branch during the Sufyimid penod, for 
this generation if seems that the contact between the two families had become generally 
lukewarm, This was obviously not the case for the Husaynids 


9 tho "Asllkie, 41: 361, gives his year of birth as 33 AH, which would make him an adult atthe time 
of Karbala’; he is suid to have been twenty-five years old at the time of his father’s death. See fa 
‘Aaakir, 41: 366, 

As noted ahove, given the small pool of Husaynids during this generation, the possibility of 
‘ora-Husaynid endogamy was next to nil. 

%* Thm Hab, al-Muhabbor, 43711; NO, 59-62. The sources also report # daughter of Zayn al- 
“Abidin tamed ‘Abela, who may be no other than Umm ‘AIK. Her husbands, with some variation ia 
‘umes and sequence, are given as: Muharumad b. Mu"awiya: AITb.al-Hasan b. al-tasan b. “AIK: Nob 
bs, beaten (TH, 52); Mubammad . Muhwtya: l-Husaye ®. al-Hasan b,°AlK; Nal b. Meni (R. 74), 
See also Bayhaqi, I: 387. 

IH, 52, NQ. $942: R, 74, PMH, $2: NQ, 99:62; R74, 

%** Another example of such a marriage is that of Khadija bt. ‘Al! b. al-Husayn to Mubammad b. 
“Umar b. Al, She bore him two sons. See TH, $2; NQ, 59-62: R. 74, 


74 (where an Uri al-Husayn occurs, but she ts likely mistake for Uren 
al-Hlasan). An example of Husaynid contact with the HAsbimiyya in the next generation was the 
marriage of Ibrahim al-Lmara’s son ’AIT (born to a concubine) 10 Umm Absha bt Mubammad b al- 
Hanafiyya, She was married at soene pomnt to al~’Abbis b. ‘Aballb b. Ma’bad b. al~"Abbs and had 
children by both her husbands. See 1H, 52 - $4; NO, 59-62, 71-3 
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“Alf Zayn al-"Abidin’s son ‘Ali was a Madani. He was born to a concubine and was 
the youngest of his progeny to leave issue. His son al-Hasan al-Aftas,°"' who was also 
‘bom 10 a concubine, has been mentioned in the discussion of the uprising of 169 AH.°!? 
His son al-Husayn has also already appeared above as a leading participant in the insur- 
rection of 199 AH. And his two sons, in tum, ‘AlTand Mubammad, whose mothers are 
not identified, were killed on al-Ma'miin’s orders.” Though I have not come across 
their names in the accounts of the uprising in 199 AH, they may well have participated 
in it Al-Hasan al-Aftas’ son ‘Abdallah was also either killed at Fakhkh or in al-Rashid's 
prison. The sources claim that his murder was not ordered by al-Rashid, who was ready 
to grant him amnesty.* In sum, a good number of the descendants from al-Hasan al- 
Aftas were involved or implicated in subversive political activities against the author- 
ities throughout the early “Abbasid period. The traditionally recognized leaders of these 
revolts are of course Masanids. 

Two wives of al-Hasan al-Afias have been named: a descendant of "Umar b, 
Khattib (her two sons, al-Lasan and al-Husayn were participants in the revolts of 169 
AH and 199 AHI respectively) and a descendant of “Adi b, Nawal b. “Abd Mana (her 
son ‘Abdallih b. al-Hasan either died at Fakhkh or in al-Rashid’'s prison). The marriages 
‘of the next generation, contracted probably in the late Umayyad period or the early 
years of “Abbasid rule, are as follows: Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-A fas was married to 
Zaynab bt. Sulaymiin b. “Abdallah b, Mubammad b. ‘Aqil b. Abi Talib. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan 
al-Aflas was married to *A’isha bt. Yahya b. Marwan b, *Urwa b. al-Zubayr b, al- 
"Avwwiim, who bore him a son named ‘AIT. Finally, “Umar al-Hasan al-Afjas fathered 
children by a woman of the Makhiziim. The significance of these marriages, all of which 
were outside the Husaynid line, is unclear, though, by way of companson, it is worth 
noting that exogammous marriages in such great numbers during the early “Abbasid 
period had begun to go out of fashion for the Hasanid line.”' To the best of my 


% There bs some confusion i the sources abun whether he or his sonal Husayn was aA, See, 
‘eg IH 53; NO, 72; "Umar, 212; Bayhagy, 2: 481 (which states that "AW a-Athar b, Zayn a-*Abidln’s 
descendants were onty from the line of a Afas) Most sources record the son of ‘AM b. ‘AN Zayn at: 
"Abide as al-Aftas. Se also Iyhahiol, Magdtil 190. However ane identifies this al-AMas, sources 
feencraly agree that be was present at Fakhkh The sue s further complicated hy the charge recorded 
{some sources agatnst his rue genealogy. Its wuth was repeatedly affirmed by Jafar al-Sid, See R, 
"1 

12 NQ, 71-3. His sm al-Hasan b, a-Hasan is said to have been hill at Fak and this l-Hasan's 
00 Abdalla had descendants in Nishapar. among them a leat one nagid and qu of the sume city 
to the thard generation. Thereafter, various branches of tis family ronhvced the ru asd at maga of 
[Nishajpor See 1, $3; NQ, 71-3: R, 173fF, Likewise, the tht and fourth generations from the line of 
"Umar b. a-Aflas produced ara Tin Isfahin. See IM, $3; NQ, 71-3: R, 173M. The sources also report 
that a-Hasan ba: Hasan al-A fas was brought to Baghdad on the orders of al-Rashid, who suspected 
this of harboring sedtous intentions. a-Hasan denied this, but the calmph kept him under clase watch 
4 Baghdd asa precautionary measure. He was killed by Ja'farb. Yaby® al-Bartnakt, The account is 
‘very similar wo that related bout ‘Ahdalah bal Hasan al-Affas, See Bayhagi, 2: 483-4, where this last 
fact «recognized. 

9 MH.S8. 9 TH, 53: NQ, TI-3;R, 171,176; Isbabaat, Magan 297 

“All bs “ANN alsHasam al-A tas marred endogamously Habis bt. "Umar b.al-Hasan al-Afas 
and as’AII. ‘Umar b,al-Hasan al-A¥flas married Hamdtina bt al-tasan b. al-Hasan al-Aftas, Later 
cncrations tended to marry ener commen peovincial women or endogamously See al-Rayhogl, ? 
48000 
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knowledge. these Husaynids did not establish any mamage bonds with the Hasanids 
This is surprising in view of their participation in Hasanid-led revolts 

“AITZayn al Abidin bad yet another son by a concubine, and the records of his line 
have been preserved in the sources. This son, al-Husayn al-Asghar,”"* was among “Ali 
Zayn al~Abidin’s youngest bor and fathered at leat eight sons and one daughier. All 
these children were born to daughters of various Hijizi élite families, probably early in 
the rcign of Hisham. Thus two of his sons, Yabya and Sulaymin, were born to “Abda 
‘bt Dawid b. Abi Umima b. Sahl al-Ansinyya. a woman whose grandfather was among 
the Madani notables of his time.**” Four of al-Husayn al-Asghar's children were born 
to a daughter of Hamza b. Mus'ab b. al-Zubayr ”"* 

The exogamous trend scems to have continued in the next generation that contracted 
‘ts marriages probably oo carlicsthan the frst few years ofthe ‘Abbasid era. Thus Yaby/ 
ty al-Hlusaya al-Asphar married Fajima bt Hishi b. Ibahim of the “Amit b. Lu’ 
and had two children by her" He also fathered a daughter by Ummm Hakim bt 
Muhammad b. Sulayman b. ‘Asim b. "Umar b. al-Khattab. I have not been able to find 
any useful information on her immediate descendants, though it may be recalled that. 
after al-Husayn b. “Ali's death, ome of his wives was eventually married to "Agim b. 
“Umar before being taken into a Zubayrid home. This atleast suggests the possibility 
‘of an earlier network of alliances between these families. Ibrahim b. al-Husayn al 
‘Avghur married Burayka bt. ‘Ubaydallah b, Muhammad b,al-Mundhirb.al-Zubayt."" 
Likewise, “Abdallah b. al-Husayn al-Asghar had at least three children by a Zubaynd 
woman," ‘Ali. al-Husayn al-Asghar bad several children by Zaynab bl. “Awn b. 
“Ubaydallih b. ’Abdallih b. al-Hirith b. Naw al b. ‘Abd al-Mumpalib.”? "Ubaydallih b. 
al-Husay al-Agghar was marrid to Umm "Ubaydallah bt, Talbab, “Umar alTaymi 
the contacts of whose family with the militant Hasanid branch have already been 
recorded in this chapter.*”* He also fathered children by Hammida bt. “Abdallah b. 
‘Safwan al-Jumabi.”4 And, in a rare case, al-Hasan b. al-Husayn al-Agghar had forged 
8 marriage alliance with the Umayyads through Khulayda bt. Marwan b. ‘Anbasa b. 
Sa’id b, al"Agi b. Umayya b, ‘Abd Shams." Most of these marriages—into the 
families of the Zubayrids, ‘Umarids, and Taymis—were also secured by the militant 


‘6 The sources also ist son named a HHoaya a AkDat, who was ban Uma Aba a 
Haan Hele no wurvivng progeny. Se IH, 82; NO, 39-62 

91 NQ, 232-4 fo Khayy,Pohapd Aas, 435; ba "Asti, 32941 have wo bee le wo 
find any information oo bee father. That Abs ims had some atachmea othe Shi cause 
suggested an a report quoted aw M.S “Azzin, Haye ‘a have bam, SK, that be gave the cal to 
ayer in he the Sh way 7 NO. TSIM, SA 147 

+7 NU, 7S [ave not been able o gather formation on any of her smmedate ancestor. Hive 
eweratioos cali ber ancestor Hsien Ame who was ate convert an! «mala a gals ad 
infringed onthe boycot ofthe Quays again he Band Hashim. See a-bahah, 1 230. 

8 NQ, 75 *) NQ.TE3 

*© ‘This familys cotats withthe “Aids andthe pombe sper of one of hin fo the rebeton 
‘of Mubarumad al-Nalsab-Zakiya have already been ood. R, 161; NQ. 74 

*/NQ. Th This not say that this geveration didnot marry a all into the "Aid Ey. 
“Uy ba Masayn a-Agghr aso marmed Umm Abi bt Abai bs “UbaydalishbaAbbaS 
‘Alb, Abi Talib and Zaynab b Mubarmad al-aq Hi sinter Amina a-Kubed was mari 
“Abdallah Jf Muhammad b ‘AN. AD Tah These areal rare cases for this ine. See NO. 
eon NO. 74 Ss 
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Hasanid branch in the period after al-Walid’s reign. As noted above, this trend was also 
noticeable in the marriages of some other concubine-bon descendants of "Ali b. "Ali 
Zayn al-" Abidin for this same period. But the Hasanids do not seem to have perpetuated 
these contacts so far into the ‘Abbitsid period 

‘The records of the marriages of the next generation, i.¢. those that were contracted 
‘no earlier than the latter period of al-Mansir's reign, are fairly sparse. Nevertheless, 
from what little has been preserved, a clear shift towards “Alid endogamy is perceptible. 
‘Thus, Hamza b. “Abdallah b. al-Hussyn al-Asghar married Zaynab bt. Muhammad b. 
“Abdalla b, "Ali Zayn al-"Abidin; the sources have preserved the memory of a dispute 
between the father of the latter and Ja’far al-Sadiq during which he spat on his face and 
thereby incurred a curse from the imdm that mutilated his own face. After Ham, 
‘Zaynab married into the Hasanid branch.” Hamza's sister Safiyya married Ibrahim b. 
Mubamimad b. ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b, al-Hasan b. "Ali b. Abi Talib.” And Khadija 
‘bt. "Ubaydalti b. al-Husayn al-Asghar was married to Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Sadig, 
whose part in the failed revolution of 199 AH has already been mentioned above.” 

Thus, it seems that, like their concubine-born cousins from the family of ‘Arb. ‘Al 
Zayn al--Abidin, this family too had cultivated exogamous contacts throughout the 
Umayyad period. In the first two decades of the ‘Abbasid period. it seems that this 
family married into those Mijizt élite lines that had been very close to the militant 
branch of the Hasanids for most of the Umayyad period, Shortly after the revolt of 145 
AH, it started to become endogamous, marrying into both the Hasanid and Husaynid 
branches, but clearly inclining towards the militant lines. For the period under conxid- 
eration, the sources have preserved practically no other information about this family 
beyond the marriage alliances noted above, Nevertheless, their social and political 
program seems not to be much different from that of their concubine-born Husaynid 
cousins." In the generations to follow, several members of this line rose to prominence 
as ru‘axd’, qudah, and nugabd in various regions, including the Hijiz. At this time, 
some also participated in revolutionary movements,” 

If the information in the preceding paragraphs may be brought to bear in speculating 
‘on the sociopolitical history of concubine-born Husaynids as a whole, st would be safe 
to say that they were mostly exogamous at least through the second decade of ‘Abbasid 
rule, The older members of the first generation afier “Ali Zayn al-" Abidin had intermar: 
ried generally with Talibids and those notables whose faunilies were the favorites of the 
early Marwanids. But during this generation, it also married into the "Abbasid line at a 
time when the Hasanids had few contacts with them. This latter relationship was 
probably established between the middie of the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik and the end of 
the reign of al-Walid, in the short time frame that has repeatedly been recognized in this 
book as the period when the signs of a rupture between the Mijizt élite and the Umayyad 

= NO,@2-S 

1. Amther str fi eat mi aah ot ght nd te singly at 
the marriage was consummated. The significance of this ts not clear to me 

75 allsbahini, Mogdeil 35917 

> °Alrb. “Ubaydalla b. al-Husayn al-Asghar for example, was in Kitfa and in the company of 
‘Abt al-Saraya during the revolt of 199 AH. This is not surprising given several hints of his family's 


contacts with the militant Hasanid branch (see the rwo preceding paragraphs). See R, 148; Iybahini, 
Magatil, 347 0TH, 55-6; R, 148fT 
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<dynasts began to appear. Afier al-Walid’s reign, the Husaynid families studied so far 
seem to have become almost exclusively exogamous and to have married into various 
notable families, many of whom were supporters of the militant Hasanids.°”" And this 
trend continued into the early ‘Abbasid period when several descendants of “Ali Zayn 
al-“Abidin tracing themselves matrilinially to concubines participated in Hasanid-led 
revolts. No ‘Abbasid contacts were maintained during this period (whereas such 
contacts were established by the descendants of Umm ‘Abdallah bt al-Hasan, as will 
be mentioned below). Given the participation of these Husaynids in Hasanid-led revo- 
lutionary movements, the scarcity of their marriages with the latter branch is difficult 
to explain. Alliances with the Hlasanids seem to have been forged generally through the 
agency of their non-“Alid supporters, though no viable explanation for this phenomenon 
‘comes to mind, Equally surprising is the fact that these Hussrynids do not seem to have 
married a single person from their own family, except for rare cases towards the end of 
the reign of al-Mansdir, And even here intra-Husaynid endogamy seems to have worked 
towards absorption ito Hasamid groups. 


Vil 1.B.b, The Descendants of Concubines and Anonymous Mothers IT 
"All Zayn al-" Abidin had at least two other sons~"Umar and Zayd—who were bor to 
the same concubine.” The former, who died after 160 AH at age sixty five,” was 
probably among the youngest children of his father and had at least three daughters and 
nine sons, "Umar b. ‘Alf Zayn al-*Abidin is often quoted in the sources as claming that 
his father had not even stated two words in his testament to the effect that adherence to 
any of his children was obligatory, In other words, if the reports can be trusted, 


according to him, no member of the Husaynid household was the natural heir to his 
father. In keeping with this position, he allegedly adopted a moderate doctrine between 
huluww and taqyir. This moderation perhaps afforded him the appointment over the 
yadagat of ‘AN and over Fadak.™ 

Information about ‘Umar and his children is fairly limited, Nevertheless, there is 
enough for one to be able to reconstruct the shadow of a historical sketch for this fumnily. 
If, as implied in the sources, “Umar was bom towards the end of al-Walid’s reign, then 


“The “Abbisid contact was perpetuated ot revived among the descendants of “Atl Zayn al’ Abin 
bby Umm ‘Ablallah be al-Hasan, as wil be shown below. For the descendants by concubines, the excep 
tonal contacts noted here were generally neglected afer thei rruatioo 1 the perwod specified 

2 They are mentioned as twins at al-Namit, Mustadrat, 7 390 

"> eis report that "Umar was older than his brother Zaye (one source states that he was older by 
several years}. This is very problematic, given that ‘Als Zayn al-"Abidia very likely died wn the mc 

netics and vhat “Umar died after 160 AH at age sixty-five. This means that he was born in 95 AH, 
around the time his father dred. This in turn, would make him about as old as Zaye and not much older 
than him (i.e. if we insist that “Umar was older). Bist Zayd was born between 75 and 80 ANT and was 
therefore much older than “Umar. Compare, however, the report in al-Shabistart, Ashah 2: 460, 
according to which “Unrar was alive before 148 AH (hia ‘ald gay af-hayah gala sanat...) and died 
atthe age of 65 or 70, If we are wo tak this statement to mean that he died around 148 AH (and not just 
that he was definsely akve uot that time). then “Umnar was probably born between TRAM and 43 AM 
and was around the same age as Zaya. See al-Abiaht, Tahdl ai-mayil, 2: 157, where be quotes 
Bukhitn's Sir and Ibn ‘Toaba’s "Unda: R, 21,0. 2: "Zayd b. “AIT (W. Madelung), £72 

°¢ Whether this appointment was granted by a governor or caliph 1s not mentioned. 1H, 5247; NO. 
39-62; R, 73, 121; Tom Hajar, Takdhi al tahlhib, 7: 426; al-Barjied, Tara if al-magal, 2: 34 
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he fathered children no earlier than the middle of Hishiim’s rule. In his marriages, 
‘contracted in the late Umayyad period, he seems to have perpetuated some exogamous 
‘contacts that had earlier been established by the Hasanids; during this time, he also 
established endogamous relationships with the ‘Alids that were missing from the lists 
of other descendants of ‘All Zayn al-Abidin (born to concubines) from this same 
period. Thus "Umar fathered his son Jafar al-Akbar by Umm Ishiiq bt. Muhammad b. 
“Abdallah b. al-Hiarith b. Nawfal b. al-Lirith b. “Abd al-Mutjalib, Several members of 
the branch of al-Hitrith b. “Abd al-Muttalib seem to have had longstanding bonds with 
various ‘Alid lines starting in the early Marwanid period and lasting into early ‘Abbasid 
‘times. This fact and the indications in the sources that at least one of their members was 
keen on the abortive revolution of 145 AH have already been noted above.°** During 
the late Umayyad and/or early ‘Abbasid periods, two sons of “Umar also married two 
daughters of the line of “Urwa b. al-Zubsyr.? Such contact during this period had also 
been established by the Husaynids studied above. Similar contact for the Hasanids in 
the Umayyad period may have contributed to the sweeping support they seem to have 
enjoyed in the initial phases of the revolution of 145 AH. 

“Umar also married Umm Masa bt. "Umar b. "Alb. Abr Talib??? who had three 
children by him, In the early ‘Abbiisid period, his grandson al-Hasan b. ‘AI b. “Unvar 
married another “Alid, *Ulayya bt, Muhammad b. ‘Awn b, Mubammad b, al-Hanafiyya. 
‘Compared to the complete absence of marriages into the ‘Alid farnily during this time 
for the other Husaynid lines studied so far, these marriages are somewhat surprising, In 
view of the patterns noted above, the intra-Husaynid endogamy of some of this “Umar's 
children is equally anomalous, Thus in the early ‘Abbiisid period, Khadija bt. ‘Umar 
‘married her cousin al-Husayn b. Zayd b. ‘Alf; ‘Abda bt. “Umar married "Ish b, Zayd b. 
“AIS; and it seems that this trend probably continued at least up until the reign of al- 
Ma’tndin, During this later period, two of "Umar’s great grandsons married two different 
granddaughters of Zayd b. “Alf. One of these, Kulthum bt. al-Lusayn b, Zayd, was first 
married to Mubammad b. Muhammad b. Zayd, who had been raised to the pulpit by 
Aba al-Sarliya after the mysterious death of Mubammad b, Ibrahim. This suggests 
cooperation between the Zaya and *Umari houses in the early ‘Abbasid period. 

As the sources are generally silent on "Umar and his descendants for the period under 
consideration, marriage pattems and a few scattered references to the Zaydi inclinations 
of some of his descendants are all one has at one's disposal for interpretative purposes. 
It seems that in the late Umayyad or early ‘Abbasid period, “Umar and his children had 
married into that segment of society that had become the base of Hasanid support in the 
Hijiiz. Whether this means inclination towards the militant program of the Hasanids is 
not clear. And if there was in fact collusion with the Hasanids, itis not obvious whether 
it was generated before or after the revolt of Zayd b. “All. If the disputes of the 
Husaynids and Hasanids over religious and private endowments as late as the reign of 


5 nis interesting to note thatthe only Husaynid contact of theirs that I was able to find was with 
‘the Zayd and “Umari lines of “Alf Zayn al-"Abidin. and that they were married into the families of 
Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya and al-"Abbis b.°AI'b. Abi Talib, both of which were very closoly 
savolved im the da war 76 /NQ, 71-3, 

©” “Vimar b. ‘All used to litigate m support of the Husaynids against the Hasanids over the yadagat 
‘af, but see below reganding the confusion over his klentty 1 See NO, 6517 
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Hishim are any indication, the phase of solid cooperation between the two branches 
should probably be dted toa period after 122 AH.®°° During the late Umayyad period, 
these “Umaris also established contacts with the Tlibid lines generally and aggres- 
sively perpetuated their kinship ink with their Zaydf cousins. Again, given the absence 
‘of detail, anything this might imply is open to debate, In view of the absorption of the 
Zaydiyya and the Zaydi “Alids into the revolutions of the descendants of ‘Aballih b. 
«a-Hasan b.al-Hasan b. “Ali. Abi Talib, it would bea fair guess to say that the Hasanid 
‘contacts of this line were generally generated after the revolt of 122 AH had failed. I 
is at that time thatthe Zaydiyya placed their hopes in the Hasanid leaders, who, by this 
fate date, had amassed enough support to aspire to their own revolutionary tur. For this 
reason, perhaps, they had almost no kinship links with the ‘Abbasid coalition starting 
from around the end of al-Walid’s reign and through the rest of the Umayyad period. 
The Zaydids are perhaps the most important branch of the Husaynids to trace their 
lineage to a concubine. Their eponym Zayd b. ‘Alf, who was a Medinan, was born 
between 75 and 80 AHL™® He appears in several sources as the representative of the 
lusaynids against the Hasanids in litigation over the savdagae of ‘AI. Abi Talib.™* 
Their dispute was brought up many times before the governor of Medina, when Zayd, 
finally realizing the divisive effect this had o the ‘Alids and the burmiliation they 
suffered before the Mesknan populace, promised never again to raise the issue before 
the governor. At some point, the matter was opened up again before Hishiim at his court 
in Syria. At this same time, Khiiidb, “Abdali al-Qustf, who had been removed from 
his post, was being pressed to disclose all his assets. Linder pain of torture, either his 


son or his mawid divulged the names of several men to whom Khilid had transferred 
funds, Zayd b. ‘All, who allegedly used to frequent Khalid in Iraq, was one of those 
‘named. Thus Hisham sent him off to the new governor and, when the accuser dropped 
the charges, instructed him to prexs Zayd fora speedy retum to the Hi. After tarrying 
fora while, Zayd set out for home, but was intercepted by a contingent of Kans, who, 
amidst promises of steadfast support, convinced him to raise a cal for the revolution 


the report can be trusted that atthe time of His. Zayd b. ‘A realize the ploy of the 
Umayyads to play the Als agaunet each ther and reslved not ota on the mater ber them 
then agan the couperationPetwees the two les ssl be date othe late Umayyad aa ay 
‘Abia peri. Phat very few names of Hasan participant are rocondod nthe revolt of 122 AML 
«further ication that unl hat ume the Za line ad not jones wit the Masannds. The various 
‘ranches wom io have pursoe their own claims, 6 abo sgt by Madelung, ays “ANL” EZ? 
Unlike the revolt of Mabamumad al-Nafsal-2kiyya, Zaye "AI revolt was nether Hi ord 
attrac the Miu ene % Foran overview, see ‘Zayl bs "EL 

% 1s reported that he was append to ths ask by Muara! a-age,thoag hs ay be ater 
tuntorcal retroecto as a Fis poston asthe ead ofthe Husaynad branch was not waver 
scceptad The diqpse ove the sadaqit may he consnderad oe oe wlmatey ver the leaders of he 
"Aids. Dug this ime, they were cote by the Hasan, who couht rey clam a eater ri 
{o the caliphate See Hi, 2: 520 to an account thes same source the word amd replaces waka 

2 For a detailed account of the rising of Zaye sce BL. 2 SDA. and “Zayas “AR,' EID BL, ¥ 8, 
also reports that Khalid a-Quat hat ought la from Zyl and then returaed it to ham. See also NQ. 
9-62, where some variants i the details of the aff are found. Ths tactuc. whereby the land then 
‘cennally helonge to the govern, seems w ave heen employed carer by alAfusayn “AB i bs 
transfer of al-flughaybygha to the J'fards. Presumably, a the land no longer offically belonged 
them, the authorities could ot confiscate it as arepresave measare. The politics of the Quys! fay, 
‘which were sunarty ambrguens drs the evond ims ned faster investi. 
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‘Once back in Kiifa, Zayd married two women, one of the Band Sulaym and another 
belonging to the Azd, thus strengthening his position in the city. Over the several 
months of his clandestine activity there, he registered a massive number of names in 
his diwdn and secured the support of several followers in outlying provinces." 
Nevertheless, the support of the Hijizi élite remained almost non-existent. In 122 AH, 
‘Zayd's position was betrayed and he was forced to come out in open militancy. As many 
of his supporters abandoned him due to doctrinal disagreements, government 
‘maneuvers, or simple fickleness, he was left with no more than a tenth of the force he 
had hoped for. After giving hard battle, Zayd fell, struck by an arrow to his head. 

The failure of a revolt predicated on Kifan promises is not surprising. That the élite 
{in general forsook a leading member of the Husaynid house, however, merits some 
comment, especially since it may be recalled that the failed revolutionary attempt of 
the Hasanids in 145 AH did boast their initial support. The position of the élite, 
including the Husaynids, towards Zayd may be explained partly in terms of the social 
blocs that had been crystallizing, starting in the early phase of his generation. Unlike 
other concubine-born Husaynids of this period, whose marnages into [alibid and 

Abbasid lines have been amply documented above, Zayd had children almost exclu: 
sively by concubines. His only free wife, other than the two he married in Kfi—who, 
to the best of my knowledge, are not identified~was Rayta bt. “Abdallah b, Muhammad 
b. All. Abt Talib. This probably happened towards the end of the reign of al-Walldb. 
‘Abd al-Malik. in other words, around the time when a number of Husaynid 
marriages into the ‘Abbiisid line were contracted, This is also the period during which 
the line of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya rediscovered its old friendship with the 
“Abbasids.” The Hasanids of this period, on the other hand, who until then had also 
married into Talibid lines, had accelerated a vigorous program of exogamy with various 
lite families that lasted until the end of Umayyad times. Thus in the post-Walid period, 
two vaguely defined social blocs had formed, one incorporating the Hastnids and the 
Hijz¥ élite, and the other the families of Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya, the Husaynids, 
and the ‘Abbasids. It was into this latter bloc, in keeping with the general trend of 
Husaynid marriages, that Zayd b. ‘Ali had his oaly identified marriage. The support of 
the Hijizi élite, espectally in a peniod when the leading proponents of the two groups 
were generally at loggerheads, could hardly be expected. Assuming that Zayd was suffi- 
ciently incorporated into the other segment, their failure to come to his support ix 
somewhat puzzling. The likely cause was that the ‘Abbasids, who by then had taken 


9 “Zaydl b,°All, E12: BIL 2: S24fT, mentions that herween ten and Fifteen thousand names were in 
ts reguter 

™ Zayd's eldest som Yahyi. wt was horn to this Hanafiyya wife died in 125 AH at age 28. I'he 
was conceived soon afler the marriage, the marnage itself must have been contracted late in al-Walld’s 
vor carly a Sulaymsan's ergs 

This fact and the recond of other marriages between the Husaynids and ‘Abbasids around the 
‘same time cast doubt om the seventy of the quarrel between Abd Hashim and other "Afids inthe Hija 
that is asserted by Sharon, Black Banners, 121 

‘There isa report that be had adopted the farnous ‘Abbasid slogan, ‘al-ridd mun dl muhammad” 
9 his campaign, though this report, which alto categorically asserts Zayd's acknowledgement of al- 
‘Bagir’s claim to lead the Comnmumity, may be tendentions.al-Baqir is pot named, but this is presumably 
‘what "his brother’ means. See al-Mufid, al-Irshiid, 2: 172 


178 The Religious Elite of the Early Islamic Hija= 


‘command of the clandestine da wa, were very cautious not to be embroiled prematurely 
in the revolution #? 

Several of Zayd's sons are mentioned in the sources. Of these, the careers of four are 
fairly transparent. One of them, Yaby8, who was Zayd’s eldest soo, partipated in the 
revolt of 122 AH and is said to have taken over the leadership after his father.™* He 
went into hiding after the latter's death in 122 AH, When the authorities began their 
relentless search for him, he set out along various waystations for Khurisin and, upon 
his arrival there, wrote to the Band Hashim for help. As the only son of Rayta bt, Abi 
Hishim ‘Abdallah b, Mubammad b, al-Hanafiyya,™® it is possible to imagine that 
‘Yaby& had harbored some hopes of being delivered by the associates of his cognates. 
His plea was ignored, as those of his father had been three years before 

‘On the way to Khurisin, the number of his supporters had also steadily dwindled. Ln 
this situation, Yubya continued his peregrinations, trying to recruit greater support for 
his cause, but his position was divulged and he was arrested and delivered to the 
governor in Marv. Fortunately, al-Walid ordered the release of Yahya, commanding bis 
governor that he be sent to him forthwith. Thus Yahy was supplied with provisions, 
set out with a few followers, and was delivered from one local agent to another until be 
reached Bayhaq. Here, fearing that he would be delivered to Yasuf'b, "Umar and would 


be assassinated, Yaby’ decided to call for the revolution. He was eventually killed at 
age twenty-cight by an army sent by Nage b, Sayyiir in 125 AH."*° 

Two of Yabya’s brothers went on to participate in the movement of Mubammad al- 
Nafé al-Zakiyya. This occurred during a period when this branch had almost completely 
severed its bonds with the other 'Alid branches and had become endogamous within its 


‘own Zayai line and that of Zayd's full brother "Umar (discussed above). The first of 
these brothers, “Is b. Zayd, was a fanatic supporter of Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya 
and, after his death, joined his brother Ibrahim in Iraq. The sources report that he 
separated from Ibrahim over a doctrinal or ritual matter and that thereafter al-Mangiir 
tried to convince him to induce the Zaydiyya to turn away from Ibrahim. ‘Ist did not 
comply and went into hiding after Ibrahim fell, During his reign, al-Mahdi remained 
suspicious of “Isis intentions and repeatedly tried to ply him with gifts, The latter 


"This having been said, several "AbbAsids, including al-MansGr, did participate in the revolt of 
the Ja°fart ‘Abdallah b. Mu'awiya, Not wishing to be involved in # revolt the failure of which was ® 
foregone conclusion is often cited as the matn reawon for the quictsm of al-Blkgir and al-Sadiq, 1am 
‘hot sure if this i line used by later sources to explain away their political stance, 1 is abso likely that, 
{given the prescience of the «imma immplicd in such a postion. the sources aim indirectly to bolster 
clams of esoteric knowledge. al-Kagin's involvement i militant activity 48 debated. 1148 not clear 
whether the claims of his mvolyement are products of later propaganda. See Madchang, Glaubenslehre 
160). Mosarressi, Crisis, 48, points out that such quietsm was often deplored by the Shi'a 

‘% Zayn al-"Abidin, al-Sabifr al-sagiddiyya (al-Abjabi). 617, m. 4 (00 this work, see Modarressi, 


537; NO, 6SIF.; IS, $327 mentions that Raysa's mother was Rayta bt a}-Elrith b. Naw a 
b. alHfarith b, ‘Abel al-Mutalib. This family has been mentioned several times 10 connection wrth the 
‘Alida. See also fla ‘Asi, G4: 224; Ya’ qabi, Tarith, 2: 331 

9% See “Yahya, Zayd (W. Madelung), £72. 1H, S6ff; BL 2: $42: NQ. 65-7: akMaghrib, Sharh 
‘al-akhbsir, 3: 319 (where he ts said to have rebelled during the period of al- Walid . ‘Abs al-Malik, an 
‘obvious error); Khi'l, Mu jam al-rijdl, 21: $4, states that he seems to have been independent in his 
movement and not a follower of Ja'far al-Sadig, This is more than likely 


The Descendants of ‘AItb. Abt Talib 179 


discerned al-Mahdi's ultenor motives and maintained that he did not intend to rebel. 
He died around 167 AH after twenty eight years in hiding °*! 

By the time “Ts was of marriageable age. the line of Zayd b. ‘Ali and his brother 
“Umar had generally shunned what few bonds it had established with the family of 
Mubammad b, al-Hanafiyya, not least because of their failure (and the failure of the 
Hishimiyys generally) to come to their aid in 122 AH and 125 AH. Thus it is not 
surprising that the only two known wives of “Isi were born into the family of his uncle 
“Umar b. ‘Ali and that of al-Hairith b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib which seems to have been closely 
allied with the militant "Alids.’** ‘The latter marriage was very likely contracted at the 
cod of al-Mansiir's reign and produced a son named Ahmad. He was imprisoned by al- 
Rashid in 185 AH as the latier feared some seditious activity on his part. When he 
escaped from prison the same year, he proceeded to Basra and was reportedly given 
homage there. But coming to terms with his weak position, be abandoned the revolution 
{n its nascent stage and went into hiding. He died in 247 AH at the age of 90 after sixty 
years of hiding"? 

“Isa. Zayd b. ‘Ali's daughter Rugayyah married "Alb. al-Husayn b, Zayd b. ‘Al? 
and had two daughters by him. Afier be divorced her for unspecified reasons, she 
married a grandson of "Alb. “Umut b. “Ali Zayn al-"Abidin. She had two children by 
him, one of whom revolted in Rayy at the time of al-Mutawakkil.*** Her sister Fatima 
married Ja‘far al-Akbar b. ‘Hasan b, Zayd b. ‘Ali Zayn al-"Abidin (otherwise 
unknown), who died before consummating the marriage. She then married ‘Ali b. 
‘Mamza b. al-Qasim b. al-Hasan b. Zayd b. al-Hasan b. “Ali b. Abi Talib, This was that 
rare asanid family some contingents of which had supported the ‘Abbisids during the 
revolution of 145 AH, and which also exceptionally had several marriage ties with the 
“Abbasid, Hanafiyya, and Husaynid lines in the early ‘Abbasid period. The significance 
Of this marriage, given the general trend of other marriages of the descendants of “Is 
bb. Zayal, is thus wnclear.?"* 

“Ist b. Zayd's brother Muhammad did not participate in the revolution of 145 AH, 
and seems to have donned the color black in solidanty with al-Mangiir. Nevertheless, 
after the failure of the revolution, he went into seclusion and kept only select 


IM, S60; NQ, 65-7; Inhabit, Magdil, 186, 26%; al-Abtabt, Tahthid a-magal, 2: 320; ab 
Bagh, Parith, 2398; Umar, 186 

NO, 65-7. Sometme after the death of hus brother Zayd, “Umar b. ‘All Zayn al-’ Abidin had also. 
marred a daughter ofthis family. al-Hirth’s line scems to have married in varius “Ald branes, 
tat the line of aad! “Abe al-Rabman b.al’Abisb, Rabb, al-Hanth was particularly drawn to 
‘he Mamanids nthe early “Abbas! period. See above 

This would mean that he was around twenty-cightyeary old at the time of hes revohution 

2 al-Husayn b.Zaydb.“AliZayn al-“Abidin was berween four and seven yeas old when he was 
‘orphaned. He was raised inthe houschold of Jafar al-Sadiq and scems to have adopted his foster 
father's quiets for some time. As a young mas, he particypate in the revolt of 14S AH. and his 
chiken also seem to have en atracted hack ito the mint wing ofthe Zaydyya. See Modarres 
Tradition. 290 and below. Sce alsa TH, 6-8; NO. 65-7; R. 142 Ibubdol, Maydil, 408; a-Maghri. 
Sharh al-athbér, 3.331; Dhabab, Shur, % 293; Zarit, 4am, 1: 191; "Umar, 188, aso mentions 
some of Abmad’s descendants who died in ‘Abbamd prisons. Dunng the revolt of the Zan), the Sahib 
2-20) claimed to have descended from the tine of Abmad ‘lsh. Zayd b. AIA another ime, be 
-claumed descent from Yaby3 b. Zayd b “Ali, See IH. 56-7 


© NQ, The; Isbabitol, Maga, 406 NO. 71-3, 
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‘company.**? Whatever the nature of Muhammad's relationship with the ‘Abbasids may 
have been, his children seem to have been involved in uprisings against them. Thus, his 
son Ja*far revolted in Khurasan and was appointed over Wasit by Abi al-Saraya before 
he was killed in Marv.*** Muhammad's daughter Fatima was mamed to her paternal 
cousin, al-Hasan b- al-Husayn b. Zayd b. ‘Ali, and had children by him. Her husband 
\was a participant in the revolt of 199 AH in which he lost his life. Fatima then married 
Muhammad b. Ismi°Tlb. al-Hasan b, Zayd b, al-Hasan, in other words into a fasnily that 
had been appropriated by the ‘Abbasids two generations earlier in their conciliatory 
efforts after the failed revolution of 145 AH. The relationship with the ‘Abbasids had 
already taken a tum for the worse by the end of al-Mansiir’s reign, so that by this late 
date not only had Mubammad b. Isma*fl b. al-Hasan b. Zayd married a Musaynid 
‘woman, but his grandchildren were galvanizing revolutions and conducting raids in such 
disparate places as the Hijdz, Tabanstin, and Nihiwand.?** Muhammad b. Mubammad 
b. Zayd b. ‘All has already been mentioned above as the nominal imdim raised up by Abo 
‘al-Saraya. He died in Mary shortly after AbO al-Sarkya was executed." 

Finally, al-Husayn b, Zayd b. “Alf bis already been mentioned above as & young boy 
whom Ja’ far al-Sidiq took under his wing after his father's death. Ja‘ far marmned off bis 
cousin Kulthum bt. ‘Abdalliih b, “Ali to al-Husayn b, Zayd b, "All," very likely before 
the outbreak of the revolution of 145 AH in which the latter participated. When the revo- 
lutionary movement failed, he went into hiding and so remained until granted 
amnesty." al-Husayn’s son al-Hasan was killed in KOfa fighting on the side of AbO al- 
Sarllyf, to whose nominal commander, Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Zayd, his sister 
was married. When he died without consummating the marriage, she took as her 
husband *Alt b. al-Husayn b. ‘All b. “Umar b. ‘All, a descendant of Zayd b. ‘All's full 
brother. There were perhaps only two marriages that seem to have fit the quietist 
program of Jafar al-Sadiq: that of Maymiina bt. alsHlusayn (born to the aforementioned 
cousin of Jafar) to al-Mahdf and, after his death, to ‘Is b, Jafar al-Akbar b. al-Mansér; 
and the marriage of Fitima bt. al-Husayn first to Mubanwnad b. Ibrahim b. Mubammad 
b, “All. ‘Abdallah b. al-Abbas and then, after his death, to “Isi b. Ja‘farb, al-Mangiir’*™ 

From all this, it appears that Zayd b. ‘Alf had not fully invested in either bloc of the 
Hijazi elite structures. He seems to have derived no real political benefit from his only 
marriage into the line of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya. Nor did other members of the 


%? Soe IH, $6: R, 127, 142; Tis, Rial, 276; al-aghdsdt, Ttrikh baghdad 2: SH (where he report- 
cealy came to Baghdad from Medina during the reign of ab Mahal); Iyhahint, Magn, 287: NO. 65-7, 
8 TH, $8: NO, 71-3; al-Majlist, Buhdr al-anwdr, 46: 160). 2. Many of bis later descendants were 
born into the Zayai ine. See R, 138, "1. 39-40: R. 71, 
© BL. 2: S48-50; NO, 71-3; R, 138. BL, 2: $48-S0 also suggests his half-hearted support for Aba 
al-Sariyi and the concomitant protection of the property of the ‘Abhdsuts. Civen Abd al-Saray4’s had 
reputation 4 the sources. this may be w later propayanda line ustended Yo clear the 'AlNd's aame 

1 There is some debate over her identity: was she a daughter of 'Abdallab b. “Alf or of Muhammad 
‘Abdalla b. ‘AIT? See al-"Uimart, 575, where the springs belonging to al-Husayn b, Zayd among the 
dependencies (aml) of Medina are also meatoned. 

‘= R. 127f0; Isbaban, Magadil, 136; Modarressi. Tradition. 280. 

IHL. 57; NO, 65-7; 1S, 5: 434. Fatima was bor to Khadija be. "Umar b ‘All Zayn al-"Abidin. The 
sources mennon some other maruges of al-Husayn’s daughters: one was to al-Hasan b. ‘Abdallah b 
al-Hasan b. Jafar b,al-Hasan b.al-Hasan b. “AI, and another to “Abdallsh b Ja'far b. Mubammad 
(very likely al~A tab). The significance of these marriages, if any, is not clear to me. See NQ. 621. 
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Hijazi élite come to his aid. His son Yaby was likewise abandoned by them. It seems 
that after the failures of 122 AH and 125 AH, the Zaydids, like their cousins bon to 
“Umar b. “Ali Zayn al-"Abidin (Zayd’s full brother), became increasingly endogamous 
within their own line and the line of their “Umarid cousins. At the same time, they 
‘contracted a few marriages with the Hasanids and some of the élite families with whom 
the latter had established links in the generations before Muhammad al-Nafs al- 
Zakiyys. Thereafter, the Zaydf line participated in great numbers in many of the revo- 
lutionary movements of the “Abbasid period, among which many early ones were 
beaded by the Hasanids. It is thus for good reason that the later tradition seems to have 
mixed the two lines as a part of a united venture against the ‘Abbasids. For several 
reports were passed down that claim that it was decided during the revolution of 145 
AH that if Mubammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya were to die, the maticr would devolve on 
Ibrahim; if he failed, on “Is b. Zayd and then on Muhammad b. Zayd."* 


Vii 1.B.¢. The Descendants of Umm ‘Abdallah bt. al-Hasan 

Unum “Abdallih bt. al-Hasan had three sons” by ‘AIT Zayn al--Abidin, one of whom 
came to be recognized as the imdm of the Shi'a. This son, Mubammad al-Bagit, has 
already been mentioned above as a leading proponent of political quietism during the 
‘Umayyad period. As he was only a boy at Karbala’, his earliest marriage was probably 
not contracted before the middle of the reign of "Abd al-Malik. I have been able to 
record the names of eight children of al-Biqir. Four of these, one born to a concubine 
and three others to Umm al-Hakim bt. Asid b. al-Mughira b. al-Akhnas b. Sharig al- 
‘Thagaflyya. are nondescript.” Of the four remaining children, his daughter Umm 
Salama was married to Muhammad al-Argat b. ‘Abdallih b. “Alt Zayn al-" Abidin and 
his daughter Zaynab was first married to "Ubaydallah b, al-Husayn b. "Alf Zayn al- 

Abidin and then to "Ubaydallih b. Muhammad b. "Umar b. ‘Alb. Abs Talib, The latter 
was bor to Khadijah bt. “All Zayn al-"Abidin, and his grandfather's alignment with the 
Hussynids in sadaga land disputes has already been mentioned above. These 

+ Inbahant, Magatil, 26%; a-Waghatda, Tarith, 2: 35%. 

** Muhammad, “Abdalih, aod albHusayn al-Akbar. See 1H. 52: NO, 39-42. alHusayn alsAKDa, 
whose mother 1 lited at Umm ‘Abdallah, reportedly did not have any surviving vue. On the other 
Daud, al-Husayn al-Ashar, whose mother is listed as a concubine, did have Yasue Lists of the descen- 
ddants of oth men ae given in the sources and I suspect the confusion has to do with thet shared names 
snd the meaning of 'ayib. Having po ‘agih can mean that» person had no progeny or. more often, that 
the had progeny, but i left no vestige, oF that he had no surviving progeny, s0 that ane can say of a 
person wath ‘agib that 13 boyivyara laku Hut daraja mcans that a person died Young without bearing 
any children. (On these technical terms, see Bukhir, Sirr. 101.) R. 73, recognizes the disparity inthe 
sources and claims that al-Husayn al-Asghar is mentioned tn the sources as a child of Um ‘AbdallNh, 
though be was in fact horn to a eoncubine 

“* The various branches of the Shi'a especially those that bepan with the death of Jafar al- Sadiq, 
‘all not be discussed here. They have been amply detailed isthe lierature. See. e.g. Modarresst, Crit 
chapter 3. Here | propose to focus only on the social and polincal lives of the descendants of Um 
Abdallah 

%” Umm al-Hakim's mother was bor to a daughter of the pious and quiescent ‘Abdallah b.“Unnar 
' al-Khatfab. See NO, 62-5: R. 75 (vaguely referred to as Thagafiyya and as the mother of only ane 
bil) 1, 9. 

 a'faral-Sictig also married Fatima bt al-Husayn b. al-Hasan b.‘Alib, AbvTatib, whose father’s 
friendly relabonship with the autborities has already been mennoned above This Fatima was a grand: 
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marriages, which were contracted after the reign of al-Walidb. ‘Abd al-Malik and very 
likely during the reign of al-Hishim, evince a strict endogamy among the families of 
the three brothers bom to Umum *Abdalfahb.al-Hasan %® Such was not the case for the 
other ‘Alid branches of this period studied s0 far. al-Bagir’s two other sons, ‘Abdallah 
and Ja'far, were both bom to Umm Farwa bt. al-Qasim b. Mubammad b. Abi Bakr al- 
‘Siddiq, Le into a line of the Bakrids that was heavily invested in the success of the ‘Alid 
cause as early as the first civil war and that counted them among their maternal 
cousins. al-Baqir married Umm Farwa no later than 82 AH, Le. during the reign of 
‘Abd al-Malik, Thus, though al-Bagir himself did not marry any Talibids and fathered 
children by women of two prominent Hijdzi families (one of which was an ancient 
supporter of his great grandfather's claim), his two daughters observed endogamy 
within the families of their closest cousins, i.c. those bor into the line of Umm 
“Abdallib bt, al-Hasan, 

This trend scems to have begun soon after the death of al-Walidb, ‘Abst al-Malik and 
continued ito the ealy ‘Abbasid period, around which time several marnages ito the 
ruling family also took place. Marriages ofthese periods that did not fall nto either of 
these categories were usually into those families that had ingratiated themselves with 
‘the Umayyads and the early ‘Abbasids, Thus, ‘Abdallith b. al-Hiqur manned Khadija bt. 
shag b. ‘Abdallah b. ‘Ali Zayn al-" Abidin, his son Hamza b. ‘Abstallah had children by 
‘Asma’ bt. Ja’ far al-Sadig.?”' Figuma bt. Ja‘far al-Sadiq was mamed to Muhammad b. 
Ibahim b. Mubammad b, ‘AIC. ‘Abdallah b, al-"Abbis:°7? Umm Farwa bt Jafar a 
Sidiq married ‘Abd al~’Aziz b. Sufyin b. "Ajim b. “Abd ab Azte b. Marwan al 
‘Umaw6.?"" Fatima bt, “Abdallilh b. Ja°far al-Siidiq was married to al-’Abbias b. Masa b. 
“Ist b, Miisd b, Mubamamad b. ‘Alb, ‘Abdallith b. al-'Abbiks; after him, she married her 
paternal cousin "AIT, Ismii'llb, Ja°far al-S8diqg*™‘ANb. ‘Ali b. Ja°far al-SBdiq married 


daughcr of "Una b‘Alt bs AV Talib on her moxber's side. Thee is some posible cose in the 
sources a this Fama i also sa to Rave been marred w afar Muara, ‘AI Ab Tab (ee 
telow), wo in sand 1 he the only som through whom hs father» he survived. Beth afar are sad 
(o have fathered tres children of weatcal names by her: Une Yarws, wo does aot sem Wo appear 
1 any soce other than NQ. Atala at! mal Given the debates regarding the conianson of 
the line of eth fat, the eguvocat.0 may have bes deliberate, Seee Bubba, Sir 36 where 
sme int about the debate over one ine of lm, afar a-Si given NQ. 51 and 63 meio 
the same Fatima asthe wife of both ofa though I, 59, where a coottoverr about an alleged line 
‘of fama. far ab Sig aso mentioned seatifes the laters morher as Fama ba Hsayn 
al-Husayn "AIC Have nt en able fay such Fina nor be ater (except for one oocurrence 
{transmission haya Wag, a Mayhsk, 2: St) the yources 

YQ, 62-5; R, 5, 1891, 67 

*™ Muamad b. Ai Bakr, whose mater had married "Alb Abi Talib afer bis fathers death 
was ratied tn the fouth eas house He was ne of blading supparer and dhe a the bead of 
an aniy on Egypt, campaigning against the Umayyads See Madelung, Sacvesvion. 116, Whether « 
was wit s view to the marrage of a)-<isim  Mubamnod's daugbler eto the fay of 2ayo ab 
"Abia or a true account, the historical sources report that the former's mae was aster of 
Sahthinowayh be Yards In otber words. AB Zayo a Abas aod! a-Csumn Mamma b. Abi 
aks were maeratcoustas oe wete remembered io beso by the erly Manlum commamanity NC) 62 3 
Sacha, 3307; R73, 75; ban, Magan. 108 

NO.62-, 7 NQ.62-S: R76 

1 NQ,62-$;R, 76. This daughter of Safar a-Si was wo Fatima bt. a-Husayn b.l-Hasan 

1 All, who was mentioned tn footnote 968 above 7 M39-40. 
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‘Fatima bt. Muhammad b. ‘Abdallih b. ‘Alf Zayn al--Abidin”5 and Fatima al-Kubri bt 
Ja‘ far al-Sadig married Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Mubammad b. ‘Alb. “Abdalla b. al- 
"Abbas; after her, he married her sister Bartha.” Thus starting sometime towards the 
end of the reign of al-Walid and on into al-Ma’miin’s period, the line of Umm ‘Abdallah 
‘was generally endogamous with its closest cousins; in the early “Abbasid period, it also 
contracted a substantial number of marriages into the ruling family. This trend stands 
in sharp contrast to the widespread exogamy of the Hasanid branches, which had begun 
1o tum to endogamy only in the late Umayyad penod. As noted above, their contacts 
with the “Abbasids were also few and far between, and several of them were the product 
of undisguised conciliatory gestures.?”” 

‘These marriage patterns are a fair testament to the general quietism of the Twelver 
line, Negligible numbers from among them had participated in the open uprisings of 
the Marwanid period, during which time they often discouraged militant activity. Late 
in the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik and through the reign of his successor al-Waltd, some 
Husaynid lines had established marital contacts with the ‘Abbasids and the Hanafiyya, 
who were engaged in a patient clandestine operation, These two families were closely 
associated with the Husaynids during this generation, On the other hand, these contacts 
were perpetuated only half-heartedly by the Zaydid line, which, after the abortive revolt 
of 122 AH became strongly endogamous within itself and its closest cousins, the 
“Umarids (i.¢. generally to the exclusion of other Husaynid lines), and joined the 
Hasanid élite bloc in the late Umayyad period. At the same time, the Husaynids bom 
to Umm ‘Abdallith bt al-Hasan maintained the contact with the Hanafiyya and, perhaps 
through its intermediary, 1ook up the ‘Abbisid lies established by other concubine-born 
descendants of al-Husayn b, ‘AIF in the previous generation. Their relationship with the 
early ‘Abbasids, albeit strained on many points, was much better than those of their 
cousins not born to Umm ‘Abdallah bt. al-Hasan 97 


#9 NO, 68-7. #7 NQ, 425, 

"These are the general tends, though rare exceptions chd of courve exist Hor example. the sources 
‘report that Tso" Jafar al-aq had cludren by Umum Medi bx, Moran. Hisham b tana°A 
‘Hisham bal Walid 6 al:Maghira al:Makheamryya Her mother and maternal grandmvather were beth 
descended from Umar al-Kharab One Ja'fari mamage smo te line ofthe quitist son ofthe Inter 
thus already been noted above. The significance of this mamage, if any, is not cleat Wo me. 1H, 60; NO. 
os. 

© To the best of my knowledge only two (pethape three) descendants of Zayn al’Abidia by Une 
‘Abiallah bi, a-Hasan had participated in the rebellion of 143 AH: Masa b, Jafar al-Sidiq and 
“Aballah Jafar a-Si (and perhaps also Hamza h.‘Abealfah b. Mulbammad a-Bqi), stato 
Maga. 186; NO, 232-4. There seems to be xome confusion over the identities of Hamza bh. ‘Abdallh 
and ‘Abdallah b. Ja°far. UM, $9 applies the lagad alsAfixb to ‘Atallah tb. Mubamnmnad al-Bagit 
Gikewise, alsNamazi, Mustadrak safina, 2: 400), and reports that he had for some time a party of 
followers in Kifa, also sates that he had a son named Hamza, wha only Heft Nehvow a dawater. On 
the other hand, the majonty of sources apply the Jayal al-AMtal to “Abdallah b. Ja’ far al-Saig (a 
Mubagajqal-Hill, Shard ¥*al-isim, 4: 828, 4: 1083; al-Amili,al-Sirdtal-mustagim. 2: 271; a 
[Namsizi, Mustadrth 3460; 8: 2X6), and relate that the Aftabiyyah (Fatbiyya) was bis party. He also 
‘had only ove dauehicr, except that Tha Hazm's tame, the governors of Eaypr, who called themsclves 
the Bapt “Ubayd (ie. the Fatimid dynasty), traced thei lineage initially to this “Abdallah (1H, 59). 
There are thus some sumilarites between the two identifications. As al-ARab ss generally taken to be 
the Jagab of ‘Abdallah f.Ja'far, iss very likely thatthe sources that ascribe t to Mubarnmad al-Bagur's 
{00 sulfer from a scribal or exstonal err. Mid al-Kizim's participation is also suspect, seeing how 
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‘Nevertheless, the repeated failure of the “Abbasids to deliver on the promise of the 
caliphate eventually strained relationships between the two families to the extent that mere 
diplomatic efforts could no longer contain the “Alids. In the contest between al-Amin and 
‘al-Ma’méin that had considerably weakened the position of the authorities, some 
Husaynids of the line of Ja‘ far al-Sadiq saw the opportunity to wrest power back from the 
“Abbasids. In 199 AH, several Husaynids from this line revolted in various locales in what 
‘sometimes appears to be a very loosely coordinated attack on the central authorities 7”? 
Thus ‘AITb. b. Jafar al-Sadiq revolted in Basra.*° Zayd al-Nar b. Mas’ al-Kagim b. Ja'far 
‘al-Saddiq”™" also revolted in the same city, Ibrahim b. Misi al-Kazim revolted in Yemen; 
his son Ja’far did the same; and Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Sadig, generally recognized as a 
4quictist, was convinced by the ’Alid representatives of Abd al-Sariya and his own son ‘Ali 
(ovho may also have revolted in Basra with his cousin Zayd al-Nar) to assume the norninal 
leadership of the revolution in its Meccan phase. By the time al-Ma’miin reasserted his 
authority, he had learnt the hard lesson that had eluded his predecessors, viz. that the 
Husaynids could no longer be placated by mere gifts and kinship links. Therefore in 201 
AH, he publicly declared ‘Ali b. Miisa b. Ja*far al-Sidiq bis hew apparent, and in an excep 
tional gesture gave the hand of his daughter Umm al-Fadl in marriage to ‘Ali's son 
Mubammad al-Jawad. ‘Ali, who was given the title al-Rid after the revolutionary 
slogan, died two years later in 203 AH, so that the mantle was never in fact passed on to 
the “Alids. In subsequent years, the Husaynids of this line spread to various regions of the 
‘empire, became ever more endogamous like the Hasanids, rose to local leadership roles, 
and continued to participate in revolutionary activities. Exceptionally, many of the line 
‘of Ja’ far al-Sdig also continued to inhabit the Hlijaz for at least two more generations. 


We may end this section on the Husaynids with Mubammad al-Baqir’s full sibling 
"Abdallah, the careers of whose descendants lend further support to the notion that 
cognate relations were of central importance in the determination of sociopolitical 


be was no older than cightcen atthe ume of the revolt, that his quietist father was sill alive, and that 
he ss known to have remained aloof ofthe next major “Ali rebellion (169 Alf). See also Modarress, 
Crisis, 60, ad the sources cite there. "Mis al-Kazim'(E. Kohfberg), E22. Vhave not found any other 
member of this family in any of the rebellions before 199 AH. 

7 Ic appears that many of the rebellions were independent and ooly joined the more central 
movement of Abd al-Saray8 a later dates. Abd al-Saray4's rebellion itself seems to be litle more than 
the culmination af handiery, and was not undergirded by anything more than seminal deologycal 

"© This may be “All. Mubamumad b afar a-S8di, who was also involved inthe Mecean phase 
of Ab al -Sarhy’s rebellion in 199 AH. 

es 

IH, SOM: R, 76Af; Nha Babawayh, ‘Use wthbar al-add, 4: 258; Iybabnk, Maga, SRF; NQ, 
(62-5; al-Yabat (irans.), XXXt1, 26-29, 31-38; Pellat, Le miliew basrien, 198-9: Nba Habth, ai. 
Mubabbar, 40; Geddes, “al-Ma' man's Sbr'ite Policy in Yemen,” 100-101. For these tial stages, the 
act relationship ofthese tebellions wath each ether is unclear In ope way o aporhe. mast tended to 
Intersect withthe rebellion of Abd al-Sardya 

% Though, as wimessed above, the Abbasids married ino the Husaynid line the early perio o 
ther eign, they only took Husaymd daughters and did pot give their own daughters ro marmage See 
{a Habib, al-Muhabbar, 61-2. where all the listed daughters of al-Ma' min marned tno the ‘Abbasid 
royal fines. This seems to have been the case with ocber ‘Abhasid daughters as well. al Ma'madn's 
\gesmure was transparent by giving hs daughter to a Husaymid he showed that be considered him to be 
his equal, Whatever his tatentions, this atleast how the gesture would have been interpreted. 
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group identities.** “Abdallah, who was known as al-Bahir and was appointed over the 
ssadagat of ‘Ali and the Prophet, does not seem to have fathered children by any named 
women." His daughter Kulthum, who was probably of marriageable age in the reign 
of Hishiim, was first the wife of Ismllb. “AIT. ‘Abdallah b. al-’Abbas and bore him 
two children. Her second husband was al-Husayn b, Zayd b, ‘Ali Zayn al Abidin, who 
hhad been raised in the household of Ja‘far al-Sadiq after his father was killed in the 
revolt of 122 AH. He fathered several children by her. Her sister “Ulayya was cither 
married to Ja’ far al-Sadiq or to his son ‘Abdallab.*” In this same generation, their 
‘brother Mubammad married Zaynab bt. Mubammad al-Bagir ™™ Finally, in a rare case 
for this line, their brother Ishiiq married exogamously into two families that linked him 
with the "Uthminids, Bakrids, and Makhziim 

‘The trend to endogamous marriage within the cognate Imiimi line continued in the 
‘next generation, but the “Abbiisids no longer appear in the lists. This is not surprising, 
as the marriages of this generation were contracted probably no earlier than the reign 
‘of al-Mangdr, and around this time several Husaynids of this line had begun to identify 
with the militant cause of the Hasanids. ‘Thus, a daughter of Mubammad b. “Abdatith 
al-Bihir married "Alf b. Ja'far al-Sadiq, and another first married Mama b. ‘Abdali 
b. al-Husayn b. "Alf Zayn al-"Abidin (mentioned above) and then Mubammad b 
‘Abdallah b. Dawid b. al-Hasan b, al-Hasan b, "Alf b. Abf ‘TMib (also mentioned 
above): Their brother al-’Abbas died in the prison of al-Rashid, though the reasons 
behind this are not specified. As his brother Isma°Tl and his son Mubammad b. Ismi' 
had revolted alongside Abi al-Sariy§, itis possible that he was involved in some earlier 
seditious activity." The caliph had probably gotten wind of this and had him impris~ 
‘oned as a preemptive measure. The gradual inclination of this line towards the Hasanid 
challenge to the dynasty is already clear in the second marriage of one of his sisters 
The descendants of ‘Abdalliih al-Bahir remained generally endogamous within its 
cognates for the next few generations, 

On the basis of the foregoing, itis safe to say that the descendants of ‘Abdallah al- 
Bahir behaved very similarly to their closest cognates, the descendants of Mubarnmad 
al-Bagir (except that their turn to militant activity probably started at a slightly earlier 
date). It seems that through the period of Hishiim and the first couple of decades of 
"Abbasid rule, they had married endogamously with these cognates and, like them. had 
forged alliances with the "Abbiisids. The records for the marriages contracted probably 
late in the reign of al-Mansir do not mention any ‘Abbasids. It seems, from the sparse 
marriage records and the evidence of the involvement of some members of this family 
in the revolutionary movements to follow, that they had begun to shift their position 
towards militancy. In general outline, this is reminiscent of their cognates descended 
from Umm “Abdallah bt. al-Hasan 


© TH, 52-3; R. 73, 116; Ihe “Inaba (B), 252 
°° “Abdallah was her sepbew and, according to the Law, not sufficiently removed in the kinship 
circles to be lawful to her. NQ, 62-5; al-"Umari, 375, 
1% She also appears as Umm Salama bl. Muhammad al-Bagir. See NQ, 62-5; R, 74 (Zaynab ix 
‘mentioned. but her husband 1s not) 9 See Chapter Thee 


= NO.625 9" NQ.42-5;R. 95; Nb “asa (8), 252: al-Bulhar, Sir. SL 
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Vii.2. The Descendants of Khawla al-Hanafiyya 


The identity and status of “AIT b. Abi Talib’s wife Khawla bt Jafar b, Quys seems to 
have been the subject of some dispute. The sources generally claim that she belonged 
to the Bakr b, Wil and her sobriquet is taken to be al-Hanafiyya. Most sources agree 
that she was acquired by ‘Alfas a concubine and also that, before fathering his only son 
by her (Muhammad), “AIT had freed her and given her a respectable marriage. Her 
son, the famous Muhammad b.al-Hanafiyya, has been discussed in the secondary liter- 
ature in connection with the Hishimiyya and the revolution that brought Umayyad mule 
toits end, Likewise, his early contacts withthe Kaysiniyya and the ‘Abbasids, to whom 
he reportedly transferred his claim towards the end of his life, have also been explored 
before. Thus they will not occupy space here.””® 

‘The names of at least thirteen sons and four daughters of Mubarmad b. al-Hanafiyys 
have been preserved in the sources, though, from a survey of al-Razi"s Shajara, itis 
apparent that there were a lot fewer mu gibi of this line as compared to those of ab 
Hasan and al-Husayn, as also far fewer nugaba'™ One source reports explicitly that 
at least five of his sons left progeny, though I have been able to record the names of the 
descendants of a total of at least eight from various genealogical works. Nevertheless, 
it is noteworthy that their records do not span the temporal range of their cousins, the 
descendants of al-Hasan and al-Husayn.°9 

Four of Mubammad’s wives have been identified inthe sources. One of these, Uman 
Jn'far bt, Muhammad b. Ja‘far b. Abi Talib, had two sons by him. They were named 
Jn'far (very likely al-Agghar) and ‘wn. This appears to have been Mubammad’s 


cooly TMibid wife and this is surprising, given that the marriage was probably contracted: 
during the reign of Mu’awiya,™” at which time the contacts of the ‘Alids with other 
Talibids seem to have been fairly firm. Muhammad also fathered seven children by two 
women descended from the line of al-Hanth b. ‘Abd al-Mutfalib.* The longstanding 


"= For the various aecounts, see BL, 2007. (B); Ibo Habib, al-Mfunamma, 401 (speculation about 
whether she was a Sind! woman) IS, 

% See, eg ‘Muhammad b ol-Manafiyya’ (Fe Buhl, £22: Sharon, Rlack Banners, 1H, 37; BL, 
200, (8); NO, 41. His patronymic x reported as Aba "Abdallah, though "Umast, £3 mentions it ae 
[Abit al-Qssm and adds that this was permite by the Prophet, whuse mame and patronymic be thas 
‘came to share. This isa agnificant prupaganda line (perhaps a later one), given the eschatological 
Amptications (ike Mulbammad b, “Atallah a’Nafs.al-Zakiyya, he not only shared the Prophet's ame 
‘and naval, but was also called al-Mabs). 

% fh "Inaba, ol-"Umda, 278, states that he had fourteen sons and ten daughters. R, I80AT: thirteen 
sons, of whom only one, Jafar al- Asghar was mi yuh but some wn Egyps, Wasi, and Maw clasmed 

ofthe disputed lineage from ‘AN al-AKbar ax well. Soe also Bayhagf, Lubib, 261, 
he source that explicilyclatos progeny fot five sens, wg thes disputed fr some 
553. and NO, 73-4. This may not be a real disagreement ae IH states that these five 
sons had ‘agid, L¢. offspring (in this context), and BL. and NQ point out that some of them had no 
‘hayiyya (ve. surviving progeny) For these terms, see note above 

we BL, 2353, NQ 

°° Jafar alsAyghar was killed at al-Hara (R, 181), and hs father was probably bora around the 
‘muddle of the hind decade. This means that be probably took his Tali bride early 1m Murawya's 


A daughter of ‘Abbd bx Shayban b, Tibi b, Nast b. Uhayb, descended from the Main I. 
‘Mansi b.“tkrima b. Khasafa, whose family were the hall of the Band Hishim. Her mother was 
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contacts of this line with various branches of the ‘Alids starting in the early Marwanid. 
period have already been mentioned above. Given that Mubammad’s patronymic Abi 
al-Qasim corresponded to the name of a son by one of these women—and patronymics 
were usually related to the oldest son—and that he had several children by her, it is 
possible that she was one of his earliest wives and so was wedded to him in the early 
‘Sufynid period." Finally, Muhammad also fathered a son by Jamal bt. Qays b. 

Makhrama b. al-Muttalib b. ‘Abd Manaf, whose mother was an Ansari woman, It is also 
reported that at some point she had children by Sa'd b. al-Harith b. al-Simma of the 
Band al-Naijr, who fell at Siffin fighting on the side of ‘A1T.! Ifthe only known child 
by this woman, al-Hasan, was born soon after the marriage was contracted, then, as al- 
Hasan was bom around 60 AH, the marriage should be dated towards the end of 
Mu"awiya’s reign. The Ansari and Medinan links through this marriage do not require 
further comment. In view of what has been said of the ‘Alid contacts of this generation, 
Mubammad’s marriages appear to be fairly standard: three of them were Hashimi and 
one Ansiri.'! The Hishimi bonds were strengthened probably soon after ‘AIT's death, 
and the Angi contact (with a family that supported °AIN) was perpetuated towards the 
beginning of the second civil war. In view of the statements in both primary and 
secondary literature regarding Mubammad’s close relationship with ‘Abdallah b. al- 
‘Abbiss and his supreme leadership over the family of the latter after his death, the 
absence of “Abbasid wives is somewhat surprising. 

Like other ‘Alids, Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya and his children seem to have enjoyed 
friendly ties with the Umayyads perhaps as early as the reign of Yazid b. Mu‘hwiya, 
‘Mubarumad had either stayed neutral or even pro-Umayyad during the struggle for rule 
between Ibn al-Zubayr and Yazid and, after the murder of al-Lusayn, he was rewarded 
with handsome gifts by Yazid.'®® During this time, he also maintained his contacts in 
KGa and he strengthened these further after the revolt of al-Mukhtar on his behalf. 
‘During the civil war, he did not side openly with any of the parties and settled eventually 
in al-Ta’if, awaiting the end of the war, There he was joined by ‘Abdallah b. al-'Abbis, 
who seems to have been his close companion during the early past of Ibn al-Zubayr's 
movement. After the death of Ibn al-’Abbis, Mubammad assumed the leadership both 
‘of the “Alids and the family of “Abdallah b, al~’Abbits. And when ‘Abd al-Malik emerged 
victorious in 73 AH, he swore allegiance to him without much hesitation. It seems that 
his policy of apparent cooperation with the dynasts was generally embraced not only 
by the ‘Alids and the ‘Abbasids, but also by the Hijiizi élite. This much is by now fairly 
clear for the Umayyad period perhaps until the end of the reign of "Abd al-Malik of, at 
the latest, until the end of the reign of al-Walid b, ‘Abd al-Malik. The friendly ties of 


‘Umaytna bt Rabj'a b, al-Hiith b. al-Muttalib and ber usaternal grandmother was a sister of ol-Zubayr 
‘bh. ‘Abd al-Mustaiby aod Shai" bt "Abd al-Rabmiin b.al-Hiarith b. Nawfal b al-Hrith b. “Abd al- 
Muttalib, See BIL, 2: 553: NQ. 75-7; IS, 5:92. 

> NQ, 75H: R181 

(00 IS, $:K2. See also IS, 5: 239f., where the various contacts ofthis family with the Ansar are 
listed. 

"© Mubammad also fathered several chikiren by a concubine named Na‘ila, See BL. 2553; NO, 
75-2 4s? Sharon, Black Banners, 111-121 and the sources quoted there 

"28 Sharoa, Black Barmers, 112. 
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the “Alids with the Umayyads may be imputed to the political position Mubammad had 
adopted as their supreme head. For it is only after his death—towards the very end of 
the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik—that the ‘Alid leadership split and the various clandestine 
branches became more aggressively operative.!™ 

Soon after the death of Muhammad, the ‘Abbasids of the line of “AIT. ‘Abdallah b. 
‘al-‘Abbis left for Syria and arrived at ‘Abd al-Malik’s court, where they were graciously 
received. Itis reported, however, that during the reign of al-Walid the relationship with 
“Alb. ‘Abdallah b.al-'Abbiis deteriorated, so that he eventually settled in Humayma, a 
center of Hashimiyya propaganda, around the time of the caliph’s death. His son 
Muhammad b. ‘All remained in Damascus and continued to enjoy caliphal patronage 
In the meantime, Mubammad b. "Alf b. AbUTAlib’s son AbG Hashim, who had become 
embroiled in land disputes with his Hasanid cousins, was arrested by al-Walid due to 
certain compromising reports of the machiavellian Zayd b. al-Lasan and was thrown 
ina Damascene prison. It was here that he solidified his ties with Mubamarmd b, ‘Alf. 
“Abdali b. al-"Abbiis. Abii Hiishim was released from prison at the behest of ‘All Zayn 
al-"Abidin, but again fell afoul of the caliph, He was banished from his presence at 
around the same time as ‘AIT b, ‘Abdallah b, al~’Abbds and, like the latter, settled in 
Humayma probably towards the end of al-Walid’s life." 

By this time, the descendants of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya had broken off their tes 
with the leading members of the Hasanid branch, and some Husaynids, who were also 
in contention with the Hasanids over various sadagdr, deckded to throw in their lot with 
the Hanafiyya. This division continued to exercise the "Alfds until after the revolt of 
Zaydb. "AIL, after which time some Husaynid branches joined hands with the Hasanids 


(as noted above). For the period in question, however, it is noteworthy that it was "AUT 
Zayn al-* Abidin (and no Hasanid), who raised a protest and came to Ab@ Hashim’s aid 
in Damascus, And this early Husaynid~'Abbasid-Hanatiyya alliance is reflected in the 


‘marriage patterns that emerged after al-Walid’s reign. The disputed identity of the wife 
of Ja°far al-Asghar b. Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya aside,'°® no descendam of 


410 Sharon, Black Banners, 128-9. Uhave similarly noted above how the Masanid activity inthe 
Hi also began with the death of al-Hasan b.al-Hasan a decade later. It seems then that the anti- 
Umayyad movements of the ‘Alids, with one branch collading with the “Abbasids and another with the 
Hyaat elite, were the products ofthe next generation 

49% Sharon, Black Banners, 111-121; 129-30 

ome NO, 51-3; IV, 66; BL, 2° 553; R, 181. The identification of Fagin as his wife ts problematic 
land she appears a such oaly at NO, $13. IH seems wo extract this information from NO, but probably 
‘calving the problem, changes her name to Fatima Wt. al-Uueaya t al-Husayn by “Ali Nether the later 
‘nother father can be Mlenified. Whether the source of this confuston was deliberate equivocation 
radi the entities of Jafar al-Sg b, Mubasumad . “AW and Jafar Muhanurnad a-anafiyya 
“Alls not clear Though a transmission erro s the more likely cause. the debates surrounding the 
Incages of the two Wendicaly named sons of these men from Fituma (Le smi) and the pbeoomcace 
‘of parasitic penealogy discussed i the introduction leave the possvhry of tampering open. NQ. 77 
8 also mentions an ‘Aballah b. Jafar b. Mubammad b.al-Hanafiyya as the son of a concubine, and 
‘R11 has his mother as Amina al-Kubea bt ‘Abdallah alsA°rajb.al-Husay al-Asgharb. “Al Zaym 
alAbidin. But Marwari, 165, gives her a5 Amina al-Kubes be. al-Husaym al-Asghar ‘Ali Zaym a 
“Abidin. NQ, 78 gives an Amina al-Kubea bt al-Husayn as the mother of his son Ja'fa. te seems that 
NO has pencrally transmitted conflicing information, though i obvious thatthe other sexurces do 
not seem to concur consistently on these matters either 
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Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya seems to have taken a Hasanid spouse until the generation 
aficr that of Muhammad al-Nafs al-7akiyya, i. in the early “Abbasid period, when the 
Hasanids and Husaynids were beginning to forge a loose alliance predicated on 
militancy.” During the period of separation from the family of ‘Ali. “Abdallah b. al- 
“Abbas (Le. until AbG Hashim was cast into a prison in Damascus), however, the 
Husaynid contacts of the Hanafiyya were non-existent. In this intenm, the children of 


married a woman of the Band ‘Abd al-Ashhal and a daughter of ‘Abd al-Rabmnin b. 

‘Amr b. Mubammad al-Ansiri;'* Ibrahim b. Mubammad fathered 1wo children by 
Umma bt. “Abdallah b. Sa‘id al-Ansanyya;!®” and ‘Abdallah b. Mubammad had his 
‘son “Ali by Umm *Uthman bt. Abi Hudayr b. ‘Abda of the Angir.'°"° In the same spirit 
of perpetuating their cognate bonds, al-Qlsim b. Muhammad married a descendant of 
Rabr'a b. al-Lfirith b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib; and his brother ‘Abdallah took a descendant of 
Nawfal b. al-{Marith b, ‘Abd al-Muttalib as his bride."°!' Most, if not all, of these 
‘marriages were contracted in Medina probably during the lifetime of Muhammad b. al- 
Hanafiyya, and have the stamp of his own marriage choices on them. 

It is not until the next generation and after the arrival of Abd Hashim in Damascus 
that these okt ties came to be neglected and a social program, reflective of new alliances 
with the Husaynids (descendants of Umm ‘Abdallah bt al-Hlasan, ie. the Iniimi line 
and its closest cousins) and the “Abbasids, was adopted. Thus, Ja‘far b. Mubammad's 
son “Abdallih was married to Amina al-Kubra bt, al-Husayn al-Akbar b. ‘Ali Zayn al- 
“Abidin. This marriage should probably be dated to a period no earlier than the 
beginning of the reign of Hisham. '°!? Amina’s brother ‘Abdallih b, al-Husayn marned 
Burayka bt. al-Qasim b. Mubammad b, al-Hanafiyya after the latter had taken two 
‘husbands from the Band ‘Amir b. Lu’ayy and the Band Makhviim.'®"? And Raya bt 
“Abdallih b, Mubammad (mentioned above) was married to Zayd b. "Alf Zayn al 
“Abidin and bore him his famous son Yabyi.!°! 

‘During this same period, the Hanafiyya also forged bonds with the ‘Abbasids: so the 
famous Aba Hashim married Fijima bt. Mubammad b. ‘Abdallah b. al-‘Abbiis;!°"% his 
sister Umm Abihi married 'Abbitsal-Akbar b, ‘Abdallih b. Ma’bad b, alAbbas b. ‘Abd 
al-Murjalib, whose mother was born to “Ubaydalllh b. al-‘Abbiis;'°'* and, some years 
later, Asma bt. ‘Awn b. Muhammad b. al-Lanafiyya married Yabyé b. Muhammad b. 


1 tn fact. wo the hest of my knowledge. even during this period only one woman, Fatima bi 
Mubammad b,al-Casim b, Mubamnmad b “AIC. Abi Talib, married a Hasanid (Muhammad bal 
Vasa Ja°far b. al-Hasan b a-Hasan h ‘AW, Ab Talib). See R36; NO, 7 

19 IH, 66; NO, 77 (where the second wife s 90% mentioned) 10" NO. 78 

10 NQ. 76 (identified asthe Angar of the Balt of the Quda'a, which fits fine with certain strains of 
AAnsart genealogies). 111NQ.77 

192 T give the dating in view of the generational gap between the spouses. NQ, 169-72; R. IK 

100» NO, 734, 41-21; Tho Hab, al-Mubabbar, 445AT The significance of her earlier marriages, 
Many, sot clea W9H4 NQ, 65-7: 76 

42% Appears as “Ubaydallah b. alAbbas at NO, 76, but as given here at Sharon, Black Banners 
121, though. in light of other marriages during the period ofthe Manafiyya's residency in Medina 1s 
‘fe wo say that this marriage was cootractad afte: Abo Hasbir's arival in Damascus and that the rele 
‘onship berween the two bouses had become fukewarm inthe meri, 

V60# NQ, 37. After al’Abbas, Umm Abs married ‘AlTh. ‘Ali Zayn al-"Abidin. See NO, 71fE 
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“AIT. ‘Abdallah b. al~Abbas.!°"7 Most other recorded marriages of this period were 
endogamous within the Tilibids generally or the Hanafiyyn specifically.!®"* 

Unfortunately, the records of the Hanafiyya fine do not say much more than what has 
been presented above. Some sparse bits of information about descendants from the line 
of ‘AITb, Muhammad and Ja‘far b, Mubammad can be gleaned from the sources. A late 
descendant of a certain “Abdallah b. Mubammad b. ‘Alb, Abi Talib also makes an appear- 
ance as a shaykh of the Imimiyya in Astarabad in the second half of the fifth and first half 
‘of the sixth century. The sources claim that members of this branch spread to various pas 
‘of the empire, including Medina, Harran, Nusaybin, Pars, Basra, Tabaristin, and 
Baghdad, Compared to their cousins, it seems, only very few of them rose to local promi- 
nence or as leaders of the ‘Alids. But this is not only too little to go by, it also has to do 
with a period well beyond the scope of this book.'®'” In a simplified summary, one can 
‘argue that the Hanafiyya branch behaved very much like its cousins for its first and second 
generations, until which time it remained not only concentrated in the Hitz, but also 
‘married into Ansirt and recurring Hshimi (though not Talibid) lines. When AbG Hisshim 
was brought to Damascus, he reestablished the close ties that had existed between his 
family and the “Abbasids. This ushered in the period of cooperation between the two 
families during the clandestine phase of the da ‘wa. During this same period, starting from 
the end of the reign of al-Walld, some Husaynids established contacts with the Hanafiyya. 
Itseems that both families had by then separated themselves from their Hasanid cousins. 
These details explain the general quiescence of the Husaynids and Hanafiyya during the 
Umayyad period (engaged as they were in a clandestine da ‘wa) and their absence from 
the militant activity led by a branch of the Husaynids im 122 AH and by the Hasanids in 
145 AH. The latte, it seems, had been pursuing their own clandestine program in the 
Hija, and had successfully absorbed several prominent members of the Hii élite. It 
‘appears that two revolutionary blocs were operative behind the curtain. In view of this, 
the marriages of the early “Abbisid dynasts with the Husaymd branch and the virtual 
absence of such marriages with the Hasanids is not at all surprising. !° 


ViL3. The Descendants of Umm al-Banin bt. Hizam 


Umm al-Banin Fatima bt. Lizim of the ‘Amir b. Kilab of the Sa’sa°a, who is also iden: 
tified in the sources as a niece of the famous poet Labid, had five sons by ‘Ali."®** The 


We NO. 77-4. Wi NQ, 75-7. 

W'* See, eg. Sam’hai, 4:241, 1244; R, 181-3; 1H, 66. 

ao ‘The marriage of Zaydb. ‘AIT Zayn al Abidin should also not surprise us. For it is posable that, 
at some carter phase, bis political programm as hot very different from that of his Husaynid cousin 

also possible that, as suggested in his request for help from the ‘ANids that was ignored by the 

Hshimiyya. he had been pry tothe da'wa and perhaps even fancied himself ane of its leading 
‘components 11s only that the view of the ‘Abbasid leaders ofthe da wa bis movement was untimely 
and premature. Tis fits well withthe fact that revenge for his murder and that of is son Yahya, born 
(oa Hanafiyya woman, became a rallying cry ofthe revolution. After 122 AH, the Zaye line (an some 
‘components of the otherwise passive Husaynids from the fine of Umm ‘Atallah be al-Hasan) began 
(realign itself with the mulitaot Hasanids 

WO" BL, 189 (H) (her brother Malik b. Hisim was killed with Mukba in KOfa), NO. 43 (sighily 
different came given); tha Habib, af-Munamomig, 401, bas al-Abhas” mother as a black woman 
(placing him in the category of abn "habashiyyst min gurayshy, Ibabani, Magda, 53; Rn “loaba (B) 
‘Umeda, 56; al"Umact, 88; fo Idets al-Hill,al-Sard'r, 1: 656-7. 
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most famous of these was al-"Abbas (probably al-Akbar), who was thirty four years old 
when he lost his life at Karbala”."® All four (or perhaps three) of his brothers were 
Killed at the same incident and only al-’Abbiis and his brother Jafar left issue." Thus, 
the family was closely tied to the Husaynid branch from an early period. 

The records of both surviving branches of the family are very sparse, but from what 
hhas been preserved, it seems that the contact with the Husaynids was perpetuated"? 
and that kinship ties with the ‘Abbasids were established already before Karbal’, As 
may be expected from what has preceded, the relationship with the Hanafiyya was also 
amicable. Thus al-"Abbis b. ‘Ali fathered his son "Ubaydallah by Lubaba bt 
“Ubaydallah b, al-"Abbas b. “Abd al-Muttalib.'* In all likelihood, the marriage was 
contracted during the reign of Mu"wiya, though given Lubaba’s father’s role in the 
frst civil war, the possibility of ‘Ali's hand in contracting this marriage cannot be ruled 
‘out,!* After her husband fell at Karbala’, Lubaba married Walid b. “Utha b, Abi 
‘Sufyn during his short governorship of Mecca and Medina for Yazid (very likely in 61 
AH) in the period of reconciliation that followed the second civil war.!®2? She bore him 
son and, after his death, she married Zayd b. al-Hasan and had a daughter named 
Nafisa by him. Zayd b. al-Hasan’s favorable position with the Umayyads has already 
been mentioned, so that it should come as no surprise that Naffsa married al-Waltd b. 
“Abd al-Malik b, Marwan! Thus after the civil war and into the early years of 
Marwanid rule, the family of al-‘Abbas maintained its very close bonds with the 
‘Musaynids and ‘Abbasids and behaved in a manner very similar to them, i.e. with a 
decorum of measured fnendship. 

Itis also reported that al-'Abbis was the last of his brothers to fall at Karbald’, so that 
he had technically came to inherit from them. “Umar. ‘Alt b. Abi Talib protested when 
this inheritence was subsequently passed down to "Ubaydallal b. al-'Abbas b. ‘Alf, and 
it was only through the intervention of Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya that the transfer 


"22 al."Abbas, tke Jafar’ Mubammad b.‘Alfand, as we will see below, ‘Umar AN, appears 0 
bea somewhat slippery figure. At least one early source, much to the wurprise ofits editor, does not 
ecorgnize him as. mu gid, Atranamater io Iybahini, Magddil, $5, claims never to have seen any of his 
descendants nor lo have heard from any of them. Then the status of al-"Abbis b “AN among the sdddt 
was unpliciy challenged in recent times by a person secking a fatwa m al-Sayyid ‘AU al-Khamint, 
Apwtbatal-atfd ‘at, 1-318, All this, the fact that his line seems to have had a completely uncheckered 
history withthe “Abbasids, and that bis grave isthe onty one among bis brothers to have lett a mark to 
this day, make one wonder whether he was an ‘Abbasid invention (ar perhaps the wea that be wax 
‘mus gid was invented) aimed at bolstering a history of ‘Alid (especially Husaynid)} Abbasid coopera- 
‘000. This is more than abit speculative of course, gven that hrs name and same accounts abe him 
seem to he already inthe collecuve memory of the Kifans in the late Umayyad period as attested by 
“Amr b. Shime's quotations from Jair alsJu'ft (4. 128 AH), presumathly fram the latter's Maga al 
‘say Vhave not had the chance w attempt a dating of these account, 

N02 fh, 37-8; NQ, 43: “Umart, 15; BL, 187-92 (B). BL, 3: 60, states that one off 
‘Abdalla, was killed with Mug'ab b, al-Zubayr, but this is very likely an ezror. 

164 Of Ja'farb. ab“Abbas b, ‘ANT we only know that he fathered several children by Khadija bt. Ising 
bs “Abdallab b. ‘Ali Zayn al--Abidin, See NQ. 62-5, 

“© loth she and her father have been mennoned above 

2% Earlier, was posuted out that he contracted some strategic mamages of al-Hasan and al-Husayn 
‘when they were minors. Iba Habib, al-Muhablsr 441 fF 

"607 See eg. the accounts of Yazid's treatment of various ‘Alids aftr al-Husayn’s defeat considered 
above 46 NO, 31-3,77-9, 133, 


full others, 
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was made agreeable to ‘Umar."®°° Thus though this is not much to go by. the account 
points to an early friendship between Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya and the family of al- 
“Abbas b. “Ali. 

It appears that the ties with the ‘Abbasids and Hussynids were maintained throughout 
the Umayyad period. This is witnessed not only in “Ubaydallah b. al-’Abbas b. “Al's 
appointment as the governor of Medins during the early ‘Abbasid period. but also in his 
manage to Umm Abiha bt. Ma‘bad b. al-‘Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib.' The latter bore 
him two daughters, one of whom was married to “Ubaydallah b. al-Husayn b. “Ali Zayn 
al-’Abidin.'© It is at first sight surprising that his other daughter, bom in the reign of 
‘Abd al-Malik at the latest, was married to “Abdallah b. Khalid b. Yazid b. Mu"awiya. 
This is somewhat difficult to explain in view of the general "Alid marriage patterns 
noted above for the period after the reign of al-Walid. Perhaps the significance of the 
marriage should be understood with reference to the fact that Khiilid had become a 
disenfranchised and disillusioned member of the Umayyad aristocracy and, what is 
more telling, that his son named his two children bom to this “Alid woman ‘Ali and ab: 
‘Abbas.'® This may a reflection of his political preferences. "Ubaydallah b. al-’Abbas* 
son al-Hasan was the governor of Yanbu" and then, it is said, the malik al-mulik in 
Mecca and Medina and the surrounding areas of the Hijitz.'° In the next generation, 
*Ubaydalli b. al-Husayn b, "Ubaydallah b, al’Abbis b, “All was appointed governor 
of Mecca and Medina by al-Mamdn,'®™ In this same generation, al-"Abbas b, al-Hasan 
b. “Ubaydallith, who had tremendous influence with al-Rashid and al-Ma'min, also 
served as the governor and khafib of the Hijiz."”* One of his brothers, “Ubaydallih, 
‘enjoyed similar favor with al-Ma’ min and, after serving his term as governor in the 
Hijikz, came to Baghdad where he passed his last days." And yet another brother, 
Hamza b. al-Hasan, was once awarded a large sum of money by al-Ma'min, simply 
because the latter liked him. This same Hamuza was able to recover some of the sadaga 
of ‘Ali from a descendant of Tatha in Wadi al-Qura during the governorship of al- 
‘Abbas b. al-Hasan.!°" 

The foregoing details and the fact that, to the best of my knowledge, no descendant 
of the line of al-’Abbis b. “Alf participated in seditious activity against the “Abbasids, 
nor ever established any marital contact with the Hasanids or the Hijiizi élite that appear 
among their cognates of the Hasanids, make it fairly obvious that they were part of the 


4° NQ, 42-5. On the report ofa questionable tactic employed by al"Abhs to gain access to the 
inheritance. see Iybuhn. Maydt, 54 Iybahins, Maya, $5, states that “Umar was placated on seme 
‘unmentioned condition. ("Umar will be discunsed below. 1900 184: NO. 79. 

10 NQ, 75-7 4% TH, 67, 112: NO. 79, 13 

9 11,67; NQ, 79. The last two sources contain no reports of his political fortunes. R114, which 
‘deatifies him as Abi Mubarunun! al-Apghar. 1s my source for this saformation. 1am wocertain abut 
{hys lav, as Lam not fatubiar with the tide of mal a-eubuk of tbe Hija for this period 

1 IH 67. 0 NQ. 79; R. 184 

1] NQ, 79: R, 184; ho Habmh, al: Mubabdar, 41. 1 seems that he also had a Husaynid wife. 1am 
‘ot sure whether there is some conflation in the identities of “Uayuallah b.al-Hasan and Ubay allah 
b al-Husayn. This may very well be the case as, of the two sources that mention them, NO) and I, 
cach mentions only one. Then the sources also mestion ’Nbsallah  a-Hasao b, “Uhaydallah b.al- 
‘Abhis b. “Alf asthe governor of Mecca in 208 AM when the great flood devastated the city. See a 
‘Azra, Aisi, 2: 163. Uhave found no such person ym my research i other sources, 

WTR, 184; tha Shabah, Tdrtkh, 1-2 
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*Abbiisid-Hanafiyya-Hussynid coalition, We have witnessed that some Husaynids (even 
‘rom the line of Ja" far al-S8diq) who were not appeased by “Abbasid diplomacy tumed 
to militant activity in the early ‘Abbasid period, We have also seen that many of the 
family and followers of Zayd b. ‘Ali, who may well have considered himself a 
Proponent of the da ‘wa, also threw in their lot with the Hasanids during this time, This 
may be duc to the widespread perception, implicit or explicit, of the propaganda 
machine that rule would devolve on the Husaynids. When they were bypassed after the 
collapse of the Umayyad empire, perhaps they thought that they could still deliver on 
some of their thwarted aspirations through militant activity. By the same token, it is 
probable that the line of al-'Abbas b. ‘Alf did not share such lofty hopes and were happy 
to settle with political positions and gifts. 


Vid. The Descendants of Sahba'bt. Rabi'a 


‘Sahba" bt. Rabi'a, a daughter ofa chief of the Taghlib, was taken prisoner by Khalid b. 
al-Walid in 13 AH when he defeated her people at ’Ayn Tamr during the Ridda wars." 
‘She was brought back to Medina, where ‘All marnied her and fathered two children by 
her. One of these, Ruqayya, was first married to Muslim b. ‘Aqil b. Abt Talib and then 
1 his brother Mubammad along the familiar patterns of the marriages of ‘Alids of this 
generation," The other, “Umar, who has made several appearances in this chapter in 
matters related to “Alid property disputes, may have been ‘Alr's youngest son.'™ There 
4s some confusion in the sources regarding his identity, for, though he appears in his 
topical role of litigant for the sadagat of ‘AIT either for himself or for the Husaynids as 
lte-as the reign of Hishiim, he is also said to have fallen in 67 AH, fighting on the side 
‘of Mus’ab b. al-Zubayr. The sources explain away this problem by adducing another 
son of "Ali called ‘Umar al-Ayghar, which then problematizes the claim that the ‘Umar 
tn question was “AII"s youngest son. This issue is resolved in the further claim that 
“Umar (Le. al- Akbar) was the youngest mu gi’ son of "AIT! 

The knots probably cannot be untied and, in view of the fact that some of what has 
been recorded in the sources has direct bearing on legal issues of inheritance and the 
vexed question of control over the sadagdt of ‘All (which carried the greater political 
implication of the leadership of the ‘Alfds and so of the Muslim community), perhaps 
some of the confusion is deliberate. It seems that the main objective of the sources is to 
suggest a continuing dispute over these issues, in which ‘Umar simply appears as a 


9% BL, 192(B); ab KOM, Mangib, 2: 49;1S, 3:20; Noo Maka, md 1: 194; al-Babidbur, Fi, 
1: 131;ab-Tabar, Fart, 2: 324, $80 

109" Toa Hab al-Mubabbar 3$fT: BL. 192 (8) 

© Though this t disputed. Some sources argue that ak“Abbis was younger thas him. Soe al 
‘Umari, 15. 

041 Blut then if t was “Umar al-Agghar that fll with Musab, tbe sources that identify him as the 
litigant before al-Walid and Hishim need to be addressed. R. 189, 189.51; alUmatt, 15, challenges 
‘the posublity of hs participation with Mus‘ab and the clan that his grave was in Maskin. But he also 
places his death date between 75 AH and 77 AH, which still does not explain his allege litigation 
hefore Hisham Ibn ‘Asikir,Tarikh. 45: 302, conflaes the rwo alleged “Umars in stating that he died 
1n67 AH fighting for Musab and that he came to al- Walid. “Abd al-Malik to argue forhis right over 
the sadage of ‘Al. 
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representative litigant. Thus, what is clear is that the sources remember 3 son of “Ali 
named “Umar as a mouthpiece of intra~‘Alid sadaga-related discontent, as staking his 
claim—as noted above—already from the time of Karbala’, and as persisting in it all 
the way into the reign of Hisham.'™? | have thus neglected to identify the “Umar 
‘appearing in this scction and have taken up the conflated personality of “Umar as my 
point of departure. This “Umar was also topically unsuccessful in winning his case in 
‘any of the disputes, in one instance refusing the proposal of al-Walid 1o compensate him 
with kinship ties or gifts and the payment of his debts. ‘Umar responded that he had no 
‘need for these, and that he was only demanding what was his right. He then stormed 
out of court. None of this is to say that *Umar had a strained relationship with the 
Umayyads, for such is certainly not suggested in al-Walid’s proposal. What is more 
likely is that "Umar did not have the social clout or capital then in the hands of his 
‘cousins, and that the Umayyads, well aware of this, did not want to upset the precarious 
Political balance in the Hijaiz by antagonizing the more powerful branches of the “AIfds. 
This has already been mentioned above with reference to a sadaga-related episode 
between al-Hasan b, al-Hasan and "Abd al-Malik. Other than this, we can gauge from 
the fragmentary details of the sadaga disputes that "Umar had come to align himself 
with the Husaynids (against the Hasanids) already in the reign of al-Walid b. ‘Abd al- 
Malik (if not perhaps earlier), 

We know little about “Umar other than that he fathered three children by Asma bt 
‘Aqil b. Abi Talib. Ove of these, Umm Misa, was married to "Umar b. "Alf Zayn al: 
*Abidin,'™? Le, the full brother of the man whom “Umar allegedly represented before 
Hisham. We know nothing about one of her brothers, but the other, Muhammad, was 
reportedly the only son of “Umar to have left issue." For the period under consider- 
ation, the sources report next to nothing about the line of “Umar; nevertheless, the litthe 
‘we know of its marriages is instructive, Other than the one unidentified Makhaiimi wife 
‘of Muhammad, no member of this line seems to have taken a non-TAlibid spouse. And, 
in keeping with the relationship of this family with the Hasanids, not a single one among 
them took them as in-laws. Thus Muhammad b. “Umar fathered several children by 
Khadija bt. ‘AIT Zayn al-"Abidin; his son “Ubaydallah married Zaynab bt. Mubammad 
b. ‘Alf Zayn al-*Abidin; and Abmad b. ‘Abdallah b. Mubammad b. "Umar was married 
to Umm al-Husayn Fatima bt, “Abdallah b. Muhammad b, "Ali Zayn al-" Abidin.!™ No 
descendant of this line seems to have risen to political prominence in the Umayyad or 
carly ‘Abbasid periods.‘ From the few details available, it is safe to say that this line 


W040 BL, 4.2: 532-3 (rejected request before ‘Abd al-Malik for the sadagdt controlled by the 
Husaymida), NQ, 42 (rejected request before al-Walld b. “Ata! al: Malik for the sadagu controlled by 
the Hasanids); BL, 2° 520-1 (sadaya-celated litigation before Hisham against the Hasanids on behalf 
Of the Husaynids). One possibility to consider ths the ‘Umar b. ‘A who came before Hishien with 
Zayd b. “IE was i fact the former's brother, "Umar b. "AN Zayn al-"Abvdin. This sill confirms the 
topos associated with the name ‘Limarb. “Al 
NO. 713,27 vot TH, 66: NQ_ BO; R. 189, 
Vol 1H, 66-7; NO, 62-5, 80; R, 189; al"Umari, 4, “Ubaydallah b. Muharamad “Umar also 
fathered a sa by a descendant of Nawfal b.al-Hinth b. ‘Abd al-Multalib, This family has appeared 
several times among the in-laws of the ‘Aids 
‘4s A rare exception is Abd al-Rabman b. Abmad b. ‘Abdallah b, Mubammad b. “Umar. “Ali, who 
rebelled in Yemen during the reign of al-Ma'mdn. See 1H, 66. 
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was almost fully absorbed into the family of its Husaynid cousins and their quictist 
politics. "07 


Vii 5. The Descendants of Identified Women 


“Ali also fathered several children by identified women, though none of them seem to 
have left any progeny. The family of one of these, Umm Sa'Td bt. ‘Uirwa b. Mas'ad al- 
‘Thagafiyya, and its ties with the Sufyanids have already been mentioned above. ‘Umar 
al-Agghar, Ramla, and Umm al-Husayn, all of whom have appeared above, were bom 
to this woman." It was explained above that the last two were first married into the 
families of “Abd Shams and then took endogamous Talibid husbands. Their sister Umm 
al-Hasan was married to Ja‘da b, Hubayra al-Makhvilmi, ‘AIT's maternal nephew, who 
was appointed by him over Khurisiin. Thus in this marriage again a daughter of ‘Ali 
had secured ties with the old aristocracy,"*® “Ali's marriage with Asma’ bt. Umays al- 
Khath‘amiyya produced two nondescript children,'°™ Finally, “AIS also fathered at least 
one other son named ‘Ubaydallah by Layla bt. Mas‘dd b, Khalid b, Malik al- 
‘Tamimiyya.'®! This ‘Ubaydallah had reportedly settled with his cognates in Basra and 
came to Mukhtar with a claim to the caliphate, After the latter rejected his claim, be 
eventually escaped back to Basra and settled for some time with his maternal uncle; 
there, according to some accounts, he was given homage by his maternal kinsfolk, He 
was eventually delivered to Mus'ab b. al-Zubayr, who was reconciled with him and 
enlisted him in his army. This army was then dispatched against Mukhtlir, and 
“Ubaydallih was killed in the engagement.'0> 

These marriages of "Alf were all exogamous and it appears that the children by them 
had little to show by way of Talibid or Hashim ‘asabiyya in the early parts of their 
lives. It is only in their second marriages that these wives of ‘AI and his daughters 


*©6" One exception is “Absallah b, Mubammad b. ‘Umar, who participated tn the rebellion of 
Mubarnmad o-Nafsal-Zakiyye, His s00 “sa was a trnamiter of reports about the rebellion from 
father (among other) {came to know of 'Abualah's participation in the rebelion towards the end of 
my research i 4 secondary source Ela, ‘Rebellion’, 185.1 have not checked the source he quotes 
there, “nis sources are mentioned at Nagel, ’Aufstand’ 242 

* BL, 193 (BNO, 44 132, 87-8; 1S, 5: 903, 

1 Its noteworthy that ‘All's contacts with the Makhzim went back several generations. For this 
4Ja'da was bom to Usum Mani, » sister of “AN and Hubayra, son of a brother of Fatima al 
Mathicamiyya, the mother of beh ‘Ahalla b “Ab! al-Muttalib and Aba Tali. Its evident tha neither 
to bas own marrages noe tn those of his sons dA subscribe to Hashumiteenogamy For his gener: 
000 and the generation afer him, faruly based political divisions seem 4 bea Tot less stern than sy 
the generations thereafter. See 1H, 141-2; NO, 344-5. 

10 DH, 38, 390; BL, 192 (8), NQ, 42-4, 278f7.; al-“Limari, 17. Asma" was first marned to. 

Abi Tality, then to Abo Bakr al-Siddig, and then to ‘Ali b Abi Talib. 

"08" The sources also report that she bore him asain called Abs Bakr, whose identity draputed 
Some sources claim tht he was Absallih, 2 son of Umm al-Banio (meationed above}, nd died with 
al-Husayn at Karbali”.Orhers claim that a son of Layli named ‘Abdalla had approached Mukhtar 
claiming the teadership for himsclf. This 1s very likely a mistake for “Ubaydallah. For the various 
positions, sce alMalmdi, Nab al-sa'da, 7; 135; Mubammad Shams al-Din, Ans a-usayn. 138 
(Gahere various authorities are quoted that ttc thas Ab aks was ’Abdllihy l-Kh0"T, Mu Jam rl 
12 89. After “Ali, Layla married ‘Abdallah b. Ja‘farb. Abi Talib (BL, 68 (B)). 

"62 This is one ofthe variant accounts. See BI. 4: 352. 4.2: 105, 4.22127; NQ, 42-4; 18.5: 117 
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became somewhat endogamous. Until this period, they seem to have been at hore with 
the old aristocracy and the tribal ite. This is not very different from the trends we saw 
in the early marriages and careers of some of ’AI's other children. 


Wii 6, The Descendants of Unidentified Women and Concubines 


The marriages of three daughters of ‘Ali bor to unidentified women are also notewor- 
thy. By the measure of the pattems observed above, they were probably among his older 
children, Thus his daughter Rugayya was married to Muslim b, ‘Agi Abi Tali; Umm 
iin’ be. ‘Alf married ‘Abdallah al-Akbar b‘Aqil b. Ab Talib; and Umm Kulthim ab 
Sughri first married ‘Abdallah al-Akbar b, ‘Aqil b, AbI Talib, then Kuthayyirb. al 
‘Abbi b. ‘Abd! al-Muttalib, and then Tammim b. al-Abbs b. ‘Aba al-Murjaib.!® 

Finally, with the exception of two of his daughters who married into the Zubayrid 
and ‘Abd Shamst families, al ofthe daughters of ‘Ali bor to concubines were married 
'o Hashimis, the most sumncrous among them being the “Abbasids and the children of 

Aqilb, Abi Talib." 

The survey of the children of identified women with limited progeny and of coneu- 
bines and unidentified women makes it sufficiently clear that, during an earlier part of 
his if, “AI did not set any special store by a Hishimite clique. During this period, as 
‘seen here and above, he contracted various exogamous marmages, not only into the old 
aristocratic families, but also into various Arab tribes. It seems, however, that either 
during the latter period of his life or, what is more likely, after his death, many of his 
descendants began 1 turn to endogamy. The trends illustrated above have shown that 
fora least some branches, this marriage pattern was short-lived and began to go out of 
fashion probably sometime late in ‘Abd al-Malik’ reign. But it seems that endogamy 
gam yrabbed bold ofthese groups-—and with increasing intensity —starting in the late 
Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid periods 


100 BL, OBIT (B), 3: 67-8; NO, 45; ab’ Umar, 18 (Unum He's basband is ven as A as 
aban b"Agi); fbn Hab, i-Muhabbar SAE; a-"Unmrt, 1 (Umm Kult’ husband "Abalish 

arb. "Agi 

{ru moteworthy tha, according tothe ource, mont ofthe children of “AN born wo unxdentifed 
‘women ant concubenes were wornen. And tw also teresting that im many cases where sons were 
oe (o unidentified wore, later sources tended i asc a vague tribal affabon to them. This 
‘undoubtedly had to do withthe fact hal a ater age lineage-based econo, sacl. a politcal 
cams were made parineally, so that only the ancestry of mes was imporant to mote In ato, 
-oane ements f the ancien clam to superionty oo the bass of descent from mother ust also have 
pe lle periods Thus the yay chim of “Ahallah b al Has Wal Hasan was papery 
‘upenor to that of Zayd b. ‘AIT Zaynal~"Abudin because the former was al-Mab (pureblooded) 
‘ebereas the Laer was born to a Siodi concubine, and the caiptal clasms of tbe ‘Alids over the 
‘Umayyads and the “Abbasids were predicated on their descent ot just from a Hashim father but also 
‘rom the daughter ofthe Propet and ther shared maternal meage chegh Fatma, the moxber of bb 
Nbllahb “Abd al-Muralib and Abd Tabb. As the lepiomatclaums ofthe ether earty Islamic religious 
lite lineages were minimal conpared 1 those ofthe ‘Aids, thes phenomenco ofthe suppression of 
concubine and unidentified lineage among males does not exist This certanly also the reason that 
‘here 1 mut ess tampering thes records. Forth daughters of A discussed in thes anal the previous 
‘paragraphs, see BL. 64, (B), 192-S (B),S:77: NQ, 45, S24 TB, ASHE: fbn Hab, al-Mubabbar 
$500; ak*Uears, 185 I, 74-6, 124 
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Viti, Conclusions 


In many ways, the larger trends noticed in this chapter are fairly transparent. “AIT, Ab 
Talib’s only marital ink with the Band Hashim was through Fatima, the daughter of the 
Prophet, who remained his sole wife during her lifetime. After her death, ‘AIT married 
several daughters of southem tribes or of the élite who had a presence and influence in 
Iraq and northeast Arabia. It is his children by Fatima and these other wives that 
generally played the noteworthy roles in the social and political life of the Umayyad and 
carly “Abbasid periods. “AIT also came to take as wives some women of the old Meccan 
aristocracy, but their progeny was limited and lefi a vague impress on history at best. 

Generally speaking, the daughters of ‘AIT married heavily into the TBlibid and some 
“Abbasid lines. His sons, who seem to have served their father’s political and social 
program during his lifetime, generally contracted strategic marriages into southern 
tribes and with Kiifan, Hashimi, and "Abbiisid families, Very likely after his death, when 
most of them returned to Medina, they also established marital contacts with the Angi 
and the Hijizi aristocracy of both the old guard and the religious cast, During this time, 
some contact with the Umayyads, with whom they usually maintained at least the 
appearance of amicable terms, was also established. In the next generation, when moxt 
marriages were contracted probably no later than the end of the reign of al-Walfd b. 

Abd al-Malik, the various branches of the ‘Alfds seem to have cooperated—though 

perhaps in lukewarm fashion—with each other politically and soctally 

It seems, however, that starting sometime around the end of the reign of al-Waltd, 
‘two vaguely defined political coalitions had begun to emerge. The first of these was led 
by the Hasanids and, with the exception of the line from Zayd b. al-Hasan b, ‘AIf, incor 
porated most of al-Hasan’s descendants, together with various branches of the Hijizi 
lite that we have come across in the course of this book, and a few politically disillu- 
sioned Husaynids (descended mostly from concubines of ‘Ali Zayn al-*Abidin), The 
political aspirations of the leader of this bloc, ‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan b. al-Hasan b. “Ali, 
are not transparently displayed in the sources, though it is more than likely that, much 
like the Hshimyya, he aspired to gain rulership for his family on the basis of clandes- 
tine propaganda activity starting already sometime around the end of the reign of al- 
Walld (and certainly no later than the reign of Hisham). Incorporating the mass of these 
members of the HijizT élite (into which his family married heavily for at least two 
generations), and ideologically backed by followers in several provinces, his two sons 
came oat in an abortive revolution in 145 AH. Around this time, these Hasanids also 
began to shift towards endogamy with the result that, though they remained militant for 
several generations to come, their erstwhile élite support disappeared in the later times. 
The loss of élite support can also be explained with reference to the shrewd "Abbasid 
program of incorporating the Hijizi élite into the political machine, much as the carly 
‘Umayyads had done, as noted in previous chapters. It is likely that these members of 
the élite saw no benefit over and above what the ‘Abbasids were willing to offer them 
‘were they to join forces with the Hasanids.'°"> 


"6 This theory is further substantiate by the fact that most political appointments of the Hit 
te and Uhesr marital contacts with the “Abbasid line, were secured after the reign of al-Mansdr,\. 
after the failure of Mubarnmad al-Nafs l-Zakiyya’s revolt, in which a aumber of them participated, 
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The second political bloc also had its oot in the reign of al-Walid, during which time 
the lines of both ‘AH Zayn al-" Abidin and Mubammad b. al-Hanafiyya perpetuated their 
family’s earlier contacts with the 'Abbisids. In the next generation, two lines of “AIT 
Zayn al--Abidin, one associated with Zayd b. ‘Alt Zayn al-'Abidin and the other 
descended from ‘Ali Zayn al-*Abidin's wife Umm ‘Abdallah, furthered their contact 
with the Hanafiyya. It is likely that, through the Hanafiyya, both lines had come to 
embrace the dawa insofar as they conceived it as an anti-Umayyad stance and not 
necessarily as a pro-‘Abbiisid one. Yet the first of these groups came out in what appears 
to have been a premature revolt in Kifa in 122 AH and, though its leader (and later his 
son, who counted the Hanafiyya as his kinsfolk) appealed to the Hashimiyya, he 
received no support from them. Understandably, given these Husaynids" general social 
bankruptcy in the eyes of the Hija élite of this period, the movement received practi- 
cally no support from it either. Thereafter, this line turned to a rather strict endogamy 
and many of its members and followers came to be incorporated in later Hasanid-led 
revolutionary machines. They generally abandoned contacts with all other "Alid 
‘branches, including the Imami line. 

At the same time, the second bloc itself had split. “Alf Zayn al-*Abidin's descendants 
by Umm ‘Abdallih maintained a patient vigil during the evolution of the da ‘wa and 
‘generally resisted all temptations to enlist in premature militant activities. It is perhaps 
due to this fact, along with their marital contact with the Hanafiyya at a time when prac 
tically no other ‘Alid branch took them as in-laws, that they were able to reassert their 
kinship tie with the ‘Abbasids when the latter came to power. In other words, in the one 
‘generation interval after the death of al-Walld, when there is pratically no recond of any 
marriage into the ‘Abbasid family, the descendants of Umm ‘Abdallah remained asso- 
ciated with the da ‘wa through the Hlanafiyya line. During this time, they also solidified 
their own family structures through intense endogamous practices. Thus one only 
witnesses a substantial number of marriages into the ‘Abbasid line for this family a lithe 
before and again after the success of the revolution. This is at least what one can say of 
their surface relationship, The tensions between the two groups beneath the veneer of 
amicable gestures are well known, The tension was grounded in the fact that the 
question of the true leadership of the Muslim community that had been left vague 
throughout the period of the incubation of the revolution had now to be decided between 
the ‘Abbasids and those ‘Alids who had given the movement a silent nod. And here, 
given the weaker presence of the Hanafiyya, the Hlusaynids, who had maintained ties 
with them, had a formidable claim. It is perhaps for this reason that when the caliphate 
\was officially promised to an ‘Ald, the heir apparent was none other than a descendamt 
of “Ali Zayn al-* Abidin by Umm ‘Abdallah bt. al-Hasan, But this compromise came too 
late. For having been bypassed on repeated occasions, several descendants of this 
Husaynid line had already joined militant activity. Finally, the details of this last chapter 
also suggest that this cross-section of the second political bloc also incorporated the 
lines of al-’Abbas b. ‘AIT b. Abi Talib and “Umar b. ‘Alrb, Abi Talib. 


Conclusion 


In many ways, the previous chapter marked a natural end of our research on the Hijiizi 
Alite because its protagonists encompassed as a centripetal force the lives of many of 
the élite we have studied throughout this book. In other words, the social and political 
history of the Hijiz for the Umayyad and early “Abbasid periods can be viewed from 
the vantage point of the prosopography of the members of the “Alid family which 
‘occupies an undisputed central place in it. 

It is then precisely for this reason that this final conclusion can neither be neat nor 
free of redundancy, seeing that in its histoniographical reconstruction it must take into 
‘account the history of an enormous number of individuals who were not only connected 
to the sociopolitical center by their cognate "Ald lineage, but also and in turn, counted 
in their own direct orbits many additional élite families 

Individuals do not always behave according to standards of their groups, much less 
from one moment to the next. So our conclusions here are perforce more general and 
neglect details that, though presented in the body of this book, do not apply equally to 
all individuals and subgroups falling within larger categories, But this is nothing new, 
48 prosopography, in extracting the history of groups, provinces, and nations from a 
history of individuals, always forces us to reiterate and to simplify and identify larger 
patterns at the end of a protracted investigation of details. It is enough that we recognize 
that there are exceptions that lie behind our greater analytical compromises. 

This conclusion briefly takes up two subjects: the sociopolitical history of the Hijiz 
and the wider question of the prosopographical method for reconstructing Islamic 
history 


History 


The history of the Hijazi élite from the vantage point of the five central families shows 
that in the early Umayyad period, the leaders of the province leaned rather heavily 
towards the south Arabian tribal and military élite of Iraq and southern Syria. It is int 
their families that the eponymous founders and the first generation of all five families 
married in smaller or greater numbers, with the Talhids and the Sa°dids representing 
the two polar extremes. 

With the death of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib and the concerted efforts of Mu‘awiya to absorb 
the Hijazi élite into the service of empire and into direct and indirect kinship ties, the 
Hijizi élite seem to have been placated. But it appears that no unified or corporate group 
identity or interest lay behind the participation of the various members of the nobility 
in dynastic programs. In other words, the Umayyad overtures were only temporarily 
successful and were not able to cement the fragmented nature of élite social and 
political organization. Thus, immediately at the moment of Mu‘awiya’s death, vanous 
groups in the Hijaz came out in revolt against the dynasty. Due to reasons discussed 
above (which included the legitimist bankruptcy and demographic exhaustion of 
the Hijazi élite following Harra), the Zubayrids were able to emerge as the leading 
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challengers to Yazid. It appears that some of their success may be attributed to their 
newly-emerging links with various elements of the élite groups, though no cert 
pattern of such links is apparent. During the period of the Zubayrid counter-caliphate, 
“Abd al-Malik had adopted very much the same strategy of élite assimiliation as 
Mu’awiya. This was perhaps to counter the similar efforts of the Zubayrids that are 
noted in passing on various occasions in this book. Thus one notices during this period 
an increase in the contacts of the Hija élite with the Marwanids via marriage ties, 
political appointments, and patronage. But the state of affairs began to change again 
perhaps in the second half of ‘Abd al-Malik’s reign, when members of the religious élite 
families were again removed from posts and the formation of their kinship ties with the 
center lost pace. This trajectory of an unfortunate imperial policy seems to have solid- 
ified by the end of al-Walid’s reign. 

It scems that, after the reign of al-Waltd (at the latest), the erstwhile fragmented élite 
groups had begun to organize in two political blocs. The node of one was the Hasanids, 
who incorporated the Hijiz élite in general. These Hijizi élite comprised various lines 
of the Zubayrids, who had strong ties with certain “Uthmanids and Talhids. These same 
Talhids and "Uthmanids, in turn, also had alternative direct and indirect ties with these 
same ‘Alids. Several lines of these four families, joined together by a complex structure 
‘of cognate links, had been preparing a revolt, the roots of which seem to have run as 
deep as those of the Hshimiyya. Their movement was galvanized in an abortive revo- 
Jution in 145 AH. 

Of the remaining branches of the same Hijizi élite, the vast majority of the 
“Uthminids tended to remain closely allied with the Band Umayya (especially and 
mainly the Marwainids) and several branches reaped the fruit of this contact as favorites 
At the caliphs” courts and as governors. These same branches disappeared in the early 

Abbasid penod. On the other hand, most Tulhid lines not associated with the aforemen- 
tioned Hasanids (much like the Zuhra) were in the favor of the early Umayyads, but 
disappeared from the political scene soon after ‘Abd al-Malik’ reign; then they briefly 
reemerged in the ‘Abbasid entourage in the conciliatory efforts of the dynasts after 145 
Ail. 

The two Zuhri families studied above had generally turned their attention to regions. 
outside Arabia, to the southern tribes settled in southern Syria and Iraq, though traces 
of their hes with the Hasanids —both direct and indirect —have been observed above. 
Many of their number had either been absorbed into the families of their tribal élite 
cognates or had turned to Islamic learning. The Sa'did line, for example, generally 
shared the successes and failures of its tribal cognates in frag and Arabia. It does not 
seem to have contributed much to the politics of the Hijizi élite led by the Hasanids 
Records of this family for the Umayyad and ‘Abbasid periods seem to be very limited 
and one might effectively consider them to be members of the military and tribal élite 
tn contrast, though the ‘Awfids had similarly turned to southem tribes, they did maintain 
some focus on their links with the religious élite through various families in the Hijaz 
And though their involvement in the revolutionary movement of the Hija élite seems 
to have been minimal, they were considered important enough by the authorities to be 
granted enviable posts in the region mn the early Umayyad and the early “Abbasid 
periods. In both cases, they were replaced in the micromanagement of the province by 
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the Ansar and the Makhzim. neither of whom had the same legitimist cachet, 

The other Hijazi sociopolitical bloc brought together the ‘Abbasids, most of the 
Husaynids, the Hanafiyya and the “Umarid and ‘Abhasid descendants of “Ali b. Abi 
Talib. It also included Harithi and other Talibi descendants of Hashim, though an equal 
(if not greater) number of members of these last two groups were found joined to the 
first bloc as well. This second bloc generally excluded the Hijaz élite and, though 1 
hhave used the term Hashimiyya above to refer to the ‘Abbasid-led revolutionary 
machine, it is worth noting that this second bloc as a whole more aptly deserves that 
‘name. This is what ‘Hashimiyya’ very likely meant during the period under considera- 
tion 

‘The Huxaynid contingent of the second bloc split into the Zaydid Husaynids—some 
of whom joined the militant Hasanids before the clase of the Umayyad period—and the 
descendants of Umm ‘Abdalla bt. al-Hasan, which descendants remained attached to 
the Hishimiyya. When the revolution ended and the “Abbasids had been installed on 
the throne, it was the latter branch, among all the other “Alids, that could make the most 
solid legitimist argument in official circles. After all, of the descendants of Fatima bt. 
Mubamumad, this was the single branch that had not only established the greatest 
‘oumber of links with the ‘Abbasids and the Hanafiyya, but it had also patiently avoided 
involvement in both Husaynid and Hasanid militancy. Yet realizing that such choices 
‘were not sufficient in securing political power, several members of this branch either 
joined hands with the Hasanids or began to mount independent revolutionary 
movements against the new dynasty after the abortive revolt of 145 AH. 

After this revolt, most ‘Alid families, including the Hasanids, became increasingly 
endogamous, eschewing their contacts not only with the various Hijazf élite families, 
but also with other ‘Alids, They generally maintained their more strictly defined 
endogamy along principles of agnatic fission, which seems to have functioned with a 
view to cognate kinship—in other words, descendants of full siblings and the mother's 
relatives with extended contacts with the same segment of the patriline usually stuck 
together. In the decades that followed, the ideological and socioeconomic disputes, 
which were mounting already in the Umayyad period, led to the graxhual crystallization 
of various introverted branches of the “Alids. This is not to say that they did not partic 
ipate together in revolutionary movements against the central government 

After 145 AH, a good number of the other Hijazi élite families that have been the 
subject of our study left the Arabian Peninsula and settled in the various lands of the 
empire. Several lines of the pon~Alid Hijizi élite seem to have been absorbed into. 
“Abbasid service and many were given posts as micromanagers of the Hijaz in the 
capacity of tax collectors, ashdb al-shurta and guddh; many also tumed to different 
disciplines of learning, though most came to concentrate on the religious sciences, The 
trend of political appointments, wherever it had applied, had begun to dissipate in the 
latter half of al-Rashid’s reign and had generally vanished by the coming of al-Ma’ min, 
By the reign of the latter, the Hijazi élite had ceased to be the formidable social and 
political blocs they once were. They had disbanded and their heyday had passed. 
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Historivgraphy 


Thave already dealt with several of the methodological issues of this book in the intro- 
duction. Here I will supply a few closing remarks on the Nutzen und Nachteil of proso- 
pography for reconstructing early Islamic history. Some overlap with the introduction 
is naturally expected. 

It may be argued that this book has done prosopography backwards. Prosopography 
may be used to identify a series of individuals on the basis of some shared characteristic 
(say, judges of Damascus in the fifth century) and then to study their lives collectively, 
asking a set of uniform questions about every member of the series. The answers to 
these questions can tell us something about the motivations of the historical actors’ 
behavior as a unit, Such an investigation, then, presupposes the existing knowledge of 
the uniform behavior of various groups and factions and only seeks to explain it. 
Discourse on motivation must take into account a huge set of factors, ranging from the 
actors’ and the analysts’ perceptions of the event to the intended and real consequences 
of the response,'°* The analyst's knowledge of his subject’ participation in a group is 
only one factor that can help explain the motivations behind his or her group's actions. 

The prosopographical aims of this book are humbler as it is not concerned with the 
vexed subject of psychosociology. The historiography of the Hifikz for the early Islamic 
period is a deplorably underdeveloped field, s0 that the first order of business for any 
historian of the region and period is to identify social, economic, intellectual, and 
political factions, More sophisticated prosopographical investigations can then be 
‘grafted onto the defined factions. 

This book uses the prosopographical method first to identify sociopolitical aggre 
{gates across kinship groups and then to observe continuities and changes in the struc~ 
tures of these aggregates. Limiting itself generally to five élite families, it determines 
‘who belonged to which group at what time and not why he or she was a member of the 
said group. Participation in a group ix measured by degrees of kinship links and also by 
reports regarding patronage, political appointments, participation in revolutionary 
‘movements, ctc. In many eases, several of these categories overlap: thus, five particular 
branches, each from one of the five families, may be noted for having members who 
participated in the same revolutionary movements, were removed from posts, and were 
linked by marital or some other contact. The study of such correlations allows us to 
place individuals (and when the data allows, other members of their branches across 
generations) in the same social and political group. In the course of identifying social 
networks, the diachronic relationships of the identified aggregates with the central 
authorities are also noted. Thus it is hoped tht the groundwork of the major objective 
of prosopography has been laid, i. the identification of a hidden and evolving social 
history beneath the political history of events, the hitherto anonymous social history 
between the acts. The simplified summary of results was laid out in the previous 
section. 

Though the objective of prasopography is generally the same across fields, the partic- 
ular method used in any specific area of inquiry depends naturally on the specific 
‘questions posed and the capacity of the sources for supplying the answers. For example, 


1956 This is discussed at length by Carey, "Prosopography’, 16447, 
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to use a prosopographical method for the study of clientage in contemporary America 
would probably be misdirected as the society under consideration is perhaps not class- 
‘based and, where such forms of social organizations do exist, the data would probably 
be hard to come by (anthropology would be the discipline of choice for this kind of 
work). In contrast, this method would be ideal for the study of the same phenomenon 
in Republican Rome.'°*7 

So how did the Arabo-Islamic sources fare in the prosopographical inquiry of this, 
book? How do our sources compare to the prosopographical sources in other fields? 
And which methods worked and which failed? | take up these three questions briefly 
as the closing points of this book. 

Despite their various limitations noted in the introduction, the Arabo-Islamic proso- 
pographical sources, particularly genealogies, are perfectly suited for supplying 
answers to the questions this book poses. The groups under investigation share two 
basic characteristics: their principle of organization is kinship and they belong to the 
highest social echelons. Individuals that fall in the strictly defined series—five of the 
Shiird famnilies—are then investigated with reference to several variables, most impor- 
tantly their horizontally expansive kinship ties through marriage, cognates, fosterage, 
ete. The genealogical records are eminently suited for this type of inquiry and supply 
abundant informanon. These individuals are then tested for other variables that are also 
amply documented in the sources: official appointments, participation in revolutionary 
movements, relations with the central authonties, leadership roles, etc. The loose multi- 
Variate analysis then illuminates a diachronic system of the formation and dissolution 
of social and political blocs that cut across the original series. It illuminates the 
anonymous social history behind political ‘events 

‘A limitation of the source base not discussed in the introduction is that not all the 
variables can be tracked for nearly all the individuals under investigation. In most cases, 
basic information about the horizontally expansive kinship ties are faitly easy to come 
by—this is the great boon of the genealogies that allow us to reconstruct networks 
but the rest has sometimes needed reconstruction on the basis of information available 
about other elements in the series. Thus one is bound to read the occasional, "x may 
have belonged to the camp of y because they shared a, b, and c as their common 
cognates and because x and y were both married to two full sisters, whose family 
predominantly behaved in the same manner as y." In the absence of further information, 
this kind of argument is fairly reasonable, but the reader and investigator should both 
be wary not to put much stock in inferences about the children and grandchildren of x 
if such inferences are based on what one has inferred about x. I have tried to avoid 
erecting such imaginary edifices, which have proven to be seriously detrimental to 
prosopographers in other fields. 

The sources have served the project well, but this is only because the right questions 
were asked of them and because the inquiry was fairly basic. Other kinds of prasopog- 
raphy may fail both because of the method and the questions. Thus, it would be reason 
able to say that a tighter more statistically-based multivariate analysis will probably not 
work because the information is neither uniform for all variables nor for all elements 
in the series, Modeling relationships among variables through formal regression 

4957 See Carey, 161 
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methods or any other form of analysis may also be an equally futile task for the same 
reasons. But I have not attempted the more advanced methods and cannot say with 
certainty whether the enterprise is necessarily bound to fail !®* 

For the kind of work carried out in the book, identifying the right kind of group and 
then asking the right kinds of questions is a sine qua non. One can imagine that a proso- 
pographical investigation with these same sources of a series comprising second 
century bandits or pirates of the Red Sea would be a futile task. I imagine the principle 
of organization of these potential subjects was not genealogical, so that identifying the 
series would be difficult from the start. Then, if the series is somehow identified, asking 
questions about the marriage links, etc. of its members will probably not amount to 
much. In other words, this kind of prosopographical investigation does not suit our 
sources. Likewise, even for those series that are proper for the sources, many kinds of 
variables are not, Though the sources amply document political appointments, 
marriages, ete., they have little to say about, say, the number of slaves owned by various 
members of the series, the extent of the land holdings, or the age at which they first 
married. Hence studies of the institutions of slavery and marriage and the economic 
growth and decline of the élite will probably not benefit much from a prosopographical 
study (certainly not a prosopographical study of genealogies). 

Depending on the kinds of questions posed, prosopographical studies of the Arabo 
Islamic sources can be either more ot less rewarding than similar work in other fields. 
For example, for the kind of work presented here, few (if any) sources from the ancient 
‘or medieval traditions can match ours. But our sources will hardly stand toe-to-toe with 
inscriptional sources of the Roman Empire for prosopographical investigations of 
government officials." They will fare just as badly on prosopographical inquiries into 
foreign clients when compared to the sources for Republican Rome. And they are 
hardly worth comparison with prosopographical sources of eighteenth century 
England—poorhouse and hospital records, local registers of birth, marriages. and death, 
contracts of lease, bills of sale, ete,—that can answer a variety of questions not just 
about the élite but also about the masses." 

It is hoped that this book has done the initial spadework for a history of the Hijaz for 
the period under consideration, More comprehensive prosopographical studies, supple- 
mented with greater attention to the economy and administration of the region, should 
Yield a more complete piece in the future 


0" What's certain is thatthe method of social network analysis, the next step of abstraction in this 
sort of study, has indeed proved fruitful i investigating the sociopolitical structures of thts society 
T plan wo present the conclusions af this investiganion in my forthcoming monograph. tentabvely 
entitled Fmpire and Peryphers 

10° Though | do reserve judgment on the prosopographical valve of the Arabic papyrological 
evidence 

nt See Carey, 1S9ff 
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y= xis married wy or y is a concubine of x 
x ——> ¥ = xismamried toy ory isa concubine of x 


UW = Umm Malad (Le not in the technical sense of one who bears a son, but one who 
bears 2 child, male or female) 


a.b.c.etc. = anonymous individuals 


y= xis child of y (if this diagram unfolds vertically with x on top) 


SW = Sa'db. Abr Waggis 


ARA = ‘Abd al-Rabmaa b. “Awf 


UA © "Uthmin b, "Affin 


ATA = “Alb. Abt Talib 


M. = Mubssmad 
x(y)or x = yisthe mother of x 
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Ancestry of Quraysh Divisions of Fikr 
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Ancestry of Qurasht Notables 


Quraysh 


Adi (‘Umar I) 


Taym (Talha b, “Ubaydalliih, Abii Bakr) 
> Zuhra (Sa'd b ADI Wagqas. “Abd 


2A (al-Zubayr b.al-'Awwdm) 


Abd Manat 


| 


Abd Shams HASHIM (‘Alt b. ABS Talib) 


Umayya (‘Uhm b, ‘Affain) 


Appendix: Ancestral Trees 


The Daughters of Hashim: Kinship with Aristocracy 
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Family of Sa'd b. Abi Waqgas I: The Kind? Children 
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Family of Sa'd b. Abi Wagga III: Children from the al-Harith b. Zuhra Line 
The Family of Sa‘d b. Abt Waggds: The Kindi Children 
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The Family of Sa‘d b. Abi Waggds V> The Bakr and Taghlib b. Wail Line 
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The Family of Sa‘d b. Abi Waggas VI: The Sa'd b. Madhhij Line 
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The Family of Sa’d b. Abi Waggas VIII- Miscellaneous 
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The Family of ‘Abd al-Rahman I: Sahla bra. “Asim Line 1 
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: The Family of "Abd al-Rahman Il: The Tumédir bnt. al-Asbagh Line 
The Family of ‘Abd al-Rahmn It: Sahla bn. “Asim Line 1 
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The Family of ‘Abd al-Rahman IV: The Majd bnt. Yazid Line 
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The Family of ‘Abd al-Rahmiin IX: The Ghazal bnt. Kisra Lin 
The Family of ‘Abd al-Rakmdn VII: The Umm Kulthim bnt. “Ugha Line 111 y eee 
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The Family of Tatha b. ‘Ubaydallah : The Hamna bri. Jalsh Line 5 
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The Family of Talha b. “Ubaydallah Il: The Hamna bnt. Jahsh Line I 
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The Famity of Tatha b. ‘Ubaydallah 1: 
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The Family of Talha b. ‘Ubaydallah V 
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The Family of Tatha b. "Ubaydallish VI: The Khawla bri. al-Qa'ga' Line 
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“*Abbid b. Shaybiin b, Jabir b, Nastbb. 186, 189, 190, 190 n, 1020, 191, 191 n. 1022, 
Ubayb, 192, 193, 194, 196, 197, 198, 199, 201, 
‘daughter of, 186 n. 998, Traditions that were pro-, 47, 
ab Abibis b. “Abd al-Mufalib (uncle of revolution of the, 56 n. 218, 61, 72, 74, 80, 9: 
Mabammad), 13, 64 n. 280, 135, see 9, 112, 1320. 716, 
«also Mubammad (Prophet) patterns of administrative appointments by the 
sl" Abbiisb. “Absdallsh b. Mabad b.al- $60. 218, $7 2. 230, 
*Abbis, 170.0. 910, pattems of micromanagement in the, 131 n 
‘Abbas al-Aktbarb. "Abdallah b. Mabad b 713, 138, 161, 163, 
al" Abbas b, “Abd al-Musalib, 189, repression by the, 108, 
al-“Abbiis b. “AIT (son of “Ab. AbI Talib), political order of the, 131, 
see “AIT. Abi Talib coalition with Husaynids, 151, 
al Abbas b.al-Hasan al-Mushallah, 158, challenge to the, 154, 
l-*Abbis b. al-Hiasan b, “Ubaydallsh, 192,  *Abbisid-Hanafiyya-Husaynid coalition, 193, 
ak Abbi b, Mubammad b, “Abdallah al- Abbott, Nabia, 1. 2 
Bahir, 185, “Abd “Ame b, “Awl, 50, see also “Abd al-Rabman 
ab Abbie b, Mist b. “Tas b, Mab, b. “Awe 
Miuhasnnad b. “Ali. “Abdallsh b, al- “Abd al~Ashhal of the Aws of the Angi, 77, 
Abii, 182, “Abd al-’Ads b, “Abdallah, 123 1. 670, 
al Abbis b. “Ubaydaliah b, “Abdallah, 74, “Abe al-"Avtz b, “Abdallah b, “Amt, 123, 123 n 
Mn. M8, om, 
ab Abbi b, al-Walid b, “Abd al-Malik, “Abd al'Aziz b, “rin b. “Abd al-'Aztz b. “Umar 
113, '. "Aba al-Ruibenin b. “Awfal-Zubrl, 2 n. 4, 
*Abboisidlea), 1, 2,7. 15, 11, 11m. 29,13 59, 59m. 243, 
33,14, 140,43, 16, 17, 18, 19,20, “Abd al-"Aaiz b, Marwan, 62 n, 268, 124, 
248, 53, 56 n. 219, $6 n. 226, $7, 39, 39 family of, 64 n. 276, 
1 243, 67, 68 n. 305, 70, 700. 317, 71, "Abd al-"Adte b. al-Mualib al-Makhzim, 88, 
73,74, 84, 87, 87 n, 414, 88, 89, 90,90 “Abd ab Azte b, ‘Umar b “Abd al-"Azir, 113, 
8 435, 91, 91 n, 440,91 m. 443, 910, “Abd al-Ghanl, ‘Arif Abmad, $7 n. 230, 
444, 92, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103 n. $30, “Abd al-Hitrith (grandfather of “Abd al-Ralyniin b 
105, 105 n. 537, 108, 112, 113, 122, “Awf), see “Abd al-Rabman b. “Awf 
125, 126, 127.691, 1301. 711, 131, "Abd ablabbar b, “Abd al-’Aziz b, “Abdallah b, 
132. 716, 132.0717, 133, 134, 134 “Amr, 123 n. 674, 
1. 729, 135, 136, 137, 138, 140, 140.0. "Abs al-Jnbarb, Sad b. Sulayman b. Nawfal, 
748, 140 n. 754, 146, 147, 148 n. 798, m2, 
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‘Abd al-"Aziz b. Sufyan b, “Ajirm b. “Abd 
al-"Aziz b. Marwan al-Umav, 182, 

“Abd al-Majid b, Suhayl, 63, 

‘Abd al-Malik, 14, 15,17, 18, 19,20, 29 
34,35 n. 118, 35m. 121, 36, 38m. 134, 

. 44, 45, 48, 56, 56. 219, 61, 61 n 
255, 70. 316, 69,n. 312,70 318, 
74, 78-79, 84, 87, 87 n. 414, 89, 95, 95 
‘1 468, 97, 97 0. 483, 98, 98 n. 489. 98 
18 492, 103, 105, 110.0. $59, 114, 114 
8.594, 1150, 610, 1160, 615, 118. 
629, 120, 123 0. 670, 124 n. 681, 126 
1. 686, 127, 127 n. 693, 127 n. 695, 
128, 129, 129m, 704, 130m, 709, 132 
8. 716, 134 n. 729, 137, 140, 152, 152 
813, 152 81S, 153, 153.0. 818, 
168 n. HOS, 181, 182, RS, THR, 192, 
194, 194 n. 1042, 196, 200, 

‘As! al-Malik b. Humayd b. “Abd al 
Rahman (grandchild of “Abs al 
Ramin b, “Awf), see “Abd al-Ralbrdn 
b.wt 

"Abd al-Malik b. Salib b. ‘AIT, “Abdallah 
', al Abbi, St 

“Abd al’ Malik b. “Uthain (son of ‘Uthat 
by. "Affin), see "Uthindn b, "Affi 

‘Abd Mana, 46, see also al-#irth b. Zalbea 

Aba alsMufjali . Hlishir 

1 daughter of, 59 n, 243, 68, 144 n, 775, 

‘Abd b. Quiayy, 81, 

"Abd al-Ralhman (al-Madani b. Abin 
(grandchild of "Uthmaln b, "Affin), see 
‘then b. *A fin 

‘Aba al-Rabnii b. al-"Abbis (brother of al- 
Fadl bal Abbas). 35, 35 n, 115, 6, 
Bn. 123, 

bay'a to, 34 0.108, 

‘Abd al-Rabmin b. "Abdali b. “Abd al 
Rabin b. Abi Bakr, 100, 

‘Abd al-Rabnan b. “Abdallah b, Abt Rabi'a 
al-Makhzmi, 99, 110, 110 0. $88, 146 
a. 788, 

‘Abd al-Rabmain b, “Abdalla b. Khalid b. 
‘Asid, 124 0. 68, 

‘Abd al-Rabunain b, “Abdalla b. Mukammil 
. “Awfal-Zuhri, 61 

‘Abd al-Rabman b. Abi Bakr, 97, 144, 
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daughters of, 45 n. 785, 

“Abd al-Rabmn b. Abi Bakr b. “Ubaydallah b 
‘Abdallah b. Abi Mulayka, 67 

“Abd al-Rahenin b. Ahmad b, Mubammad. 69 n 
308, 

“Abs al-Rabensin b al-Aswad b. “Abd YaghOth, 
39, 39 n. 136, 40, 40 n. 143, 

“Abs al-Rahersin b. "Aub b. Astd, 144, 

“Abd al-Rabeiin 6. “Awf, 1, 17, 18, 23 0.48, 39, 

51, $1 m. 187, 51 m. 189, $2, $3 0. 202, 59, 390 

243, 61 n. 259, 63, 64, 67,68, 68 n. 303, 69, 70, 

72,76, 77, 106m. S41, 110 n. 559, 114m, SHY, 114 

1. $90, see also “Awfid-s) 

full name of, $0 n. 180, 

‘peneral statements about the descendants of, 
30 n. 86, 54, 55 n. 214, 60 n. 253, 70m 
317, 71,75, 99,79 m, 371, OFS, 131 
16 

acceptance of Isaes by, 79, 

mamages of, 53, $4, 

candidacy forthe caliphate of, 40.0. 138, 52, 52 
1.201, 53 

secrecy of the appomtment by "Uthman, $3 n 
201 

candidacy forthe Shir, $3 n. 201 

astute businesaman and trader. 50, 

wealth of, 50+1 

leading the hay), 52. 

ceulogizing "Umar and Abo Bakr, 52 n. 196, 

upbeaiding “Uthende and “AN, $2 n. 196, 

good relations with ‘Umar, 52 n. 198, 

sour relations with "Umar, $2 n. 19% 

army of, 59 n. 244, 

family of, 69 0. 315, 

Kalb links of $9 n.24%, 

death of, 52-3 

Umayyad links of 

grandfather of 40 

father of 
“Aw, 90, 

possible mother of. 
daughter of “Aw b. "Abd al 

‘ith b Zubra, 52 
granddaughter of Uayya b “Abs! 
‘Shams, 52 

made brother of, 

Sa'd bs. Rabi of the Baibirth, 50, 


wives of, 

Tumidir bt. akAsbagh b. “Amr b. 

Tha taba b. 
ism b. Damgam b. “Adib, Janab of 
the Kalb of Quda'a, $1, $9, 59 n 
244, 60, 61 n. 259, 64, 131, 
previous divorces of, 60, 
separation fiom “Abd al-Rabrin, 
00, 


marriages of, 60 n. 253, 61, 

Sala be. “Asi b. “Adt, 17, $4, 59, 
“Asim b. “Adi (father off, $4, $4 n. 

204, 55, 55 n, 206, $9, 

Majd be. Yazid al-Hlimyaniyya, $4, 61, 
700. 317, 

‘Umm Hurayth al-Bahriyya. $4, 64, 

‘Ghar bt, Kisrd, $4, 74, 74 0, 145.75, 

‘Umm Kulthdim bt. "Ligha, $4, 55 n, 
211, 41 2. 253, 67, 72, 79, 

‘diye bt Ghaylan b. Salama b. 
Mu’attib al-Thaqafiyya, 75, 76, 
father of, 75, 
mother of, 75-6, 

‘Umm Kulthdio be "Utha b, Raia b. 
‘Abd Shams, 76, 

Asm’ bt Salama of the Band Tarim, 
76, 760. 355, 

Sabla bt. Suhayl b, “Ame, “Abst 
Shatms, 76, 144 1. 775, 

Shayba bt Rabf'a b “Abd Shams, 76, 

Babyryya be. Hiini* b. Qube b. Mas*Od 
Abi Rabi's, 77, 

(Ura Hukayre/Hakin bt 

Qaridd Qartz/QAit b. Khalid, 77, 

‘Umum Habib Habba be. Jabah b Rina, 
78. 107, 

Umm Habiba be. Zam‘a, 78, 

uncle of, 

al-Gihaylig (Nawfal) b. “Abd al 

Musalib, $2, 
sons of, 

Stugayg b. “Abd al-Rahman (from 
Sabla), 58, 

al-Qasim b, “Abd al-Rahmiin (from 
Sabla), 55. 
confusion im identity wrt, $5 n 

210, 
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‘Zayd b. “Abd al-Rabman (from Saha), 55, 
alternatively from Umm Kultham bt 
“Ugha, $5 n. 211, 
Ma’n b. ‘Abd al-Rahman (from Sabla), 55, 
politic of the descendants of, $$ n, 
218, 
descendants of, $7. 
‘Umar b, “Abd al-Ralyndn (from 
Sabla), 34, 55, 56, 56 n. 220, 
polities of the children of, 55 n, 218, 
death of, 56, 
descendants of, $6 n. 218, 57, 57 
229, 
‘Abdallah al-Akbar, 55 n, 210, 
Muy'ab b. “Abd al-Rabin (from 
Umm Hurayth), $7 n. 230, 64, 64 n, 280, 
65, 65 n, 281, 65 0, 288, 67, 
descendant of, 66, 
‘Uthrdin b “Abel al-Rabenin (from 
Ghazil), $8 n. 239, 75, 76, 
Humayd b. “Abd al-Rabman, $9 n, 243, 
Abi Salam “Abdallah al-Ayghar (from, 
Turnddit), $7 9. 230, 60, 
smb. *Abdlal-Rabiman (from Umm 
Kultham), 68, 
Mubarninad b. “Abd al- Rabin (from 
‘Umum Kulthdm, 68, 68 0. 307, 
Torah b. “Abd al-Rabman (from 
‘Umum Kulthien), 68, 69, 61. 315, 70,70 
1 318, 70m. 320, 71, 72.74 
Wumayd b. °Abd al-Rabean (from 
‘Unnun Kulthien), 68, 68 n, 303, 69, 72, 72 
029,73, 
descendants of, 72, 
as al-Himyar, 72 n. 329, 
Sain al-Akbar b. “Abd al-Ralbrdin 
(from Ummm Kulthiim bt. “Utba), 76, 
‘Abd al-Rabnin b. “Abd al-Rtabmin 
(from Asma’), 76, 
Abdallah b. “Abd al-Rabmiin, 76, 77, 
‘Ure al-Akbar b. “Abd al-Rabnin, 
77.77 n. 359, 
mother of, 77 0. 358, 
(Abd Bakr b. “Abd al-Rabrnin, 77, 
Bilil b. “Abd al-Rahenin, 77 
Yahya b, "Abd al-Rabmin, 77, 
Sad b. ‘Abd al-Rabmin, 77, 
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grandchildren of 
Humayds be. “Umar, $6, 
“Abdallah b Humaye, $9 a. 243, 
links withthe “Abd Shams, the 
‘shim and the Makhtm, $9 
2463, 
Salama (b. Abi Salama), 60, 
sister of Salama (b. AD Salar), 60, 
“Umar b. Abi Salama, 60, 
likelibood w.rt, 56 9. 223, 
‘Abd al-Jabbir b. Abi Salama, 60, 
six other children (b. Abi Salma), 60, 
‘Umm Kuli al-Kubra bi. Aba 
Salama 61, 
Zura b. Mus, 66, 
“Abd al-Rabia b. Muy'ab, 66, 
Fijima bt. Mas'ab, 66, 
Uma ‘Awn bt, Musab, 67, 
‘Umm ab Fa bc Muy'ab, 66 n.290, 
“Avena bt. Mua, 67, 
Sa'd b Moe, 69, 690. 314, 70,74, 
Sai. Porshim, 71, 
‘Abd al-Malik b Hmayd, 73, 
Ghuraytb Hamayd, 73, 
asHlasan .“Uthoan, 74,75, 
daughior of, 55, 
‘Amina by “Abt al Rahn, 64, 
Maryam bt "Abd al-Rabmia, 64, 
maya bt "Abd al-Rabndn (from 
‘Unen Kite), 68, 68 n. 305, 
‘st al-Ranto bb ab Rahn 
{ {rom Sabla), 55, 
mat al-Rahmda bt, “Abd al Rabin 
(trom Une Kulihom), 68, 
Farha be Abd ab Rabin (rom 
Bidiya), 76 
Jawayriya bt. “Abs al-Raymin (from 
Bidiya, 76, 
Umm al-Qésien (horn Shaya), 26 110 
1.560, 
Fakhita bt. “Abd al-Rabmdin, 7, 
Un a-Qdim al Suhr be. Abd al 
Rabynin, 78, 
Un abtfakam be. “Abd al-Raymin b 
‘Aw, 1100. St, 
son-unlaw of 
Tron b. Qt b Khia i 
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a, 

nephews of, 

‘Abd “Ubayda b. “Abas, 68, 78, 
“Abdalla b. al-Aswad, 68, 68 n. 305, 
Musab b al-Aswad, 74, 

‘Abs al-Rahmndn 6. “Abd al-Rabin b. “Aw! (300 
‘of “Aba al-Rabman b, “Awf), see “Aba al- 
Rabin b. “Awf 

“Abd al-Rabnda b. Abi Bakr, 143, 

"Abd al-Rabmio b. Abad b. “Abdali b 
‘Muhammad b. “Umar b, “Aft, 14 n. 1046, 

‘Abd al-Rabmdn b. “Amb. Mubamnad al- 


‘Angi, 
aa daughter of, 189, 

“Abd al-Rabento b,al-Dahlsik b. Qays al-Fitr, 
134, 

"Abd al-Rabmin b.al-Haruh (father of al-Mughira 
‘Abe al-Rabenin), 93 m.457, 

‘Aba al-Rabnin b.al-Hirit b, Hishdw ab 
MakhsOimt, 115, 115 n, 609, 116m. 610, 124, 
127 n. 696, 

‘Abel al-Ralymin . Hin b.°Absaliah 
‘Mubammad b, Kuthayyir b. Ma'a, 55, 

"Abed al-Ralyndn b. Hitshirn b, “Amb. "Urbs b 
‘Nawfal 6. Unayb (marmot to Um “brian, 
see Sa'd b. Abi Waggas 

“Abd al-Rahenio b, Hishim, 116 n. 610, 

“Abd al-Rabmin b. tba b.al-Zubayr b. 
‘Suhayl b, "Abd abRabman, 63 

‘Abd al-Rahendn . Muharmead b. al-Ash‘ath, 37, 

‘Abd! al-Rabmén 6, Mubaramad Hand be 
Marwan, 73, 

‘Aba al-Rabein b Mubarnmad b. “Ubaydalli b 
Sad Mora by, Sa'd Roe b. “Abel al- 
Rabunain, 71 n. 325, 

‘Abd al-Raban b, Mubarnmad b. Ysa 103, 

“Abd al-Rahmén b. Musab b. “Abd al-Rabmin 
(grandchild of “Abd al-Rabmin b. “Aw! see 
‘Abd al-Ramin b.“Awf 

“Abd al-Rahmin b.al-Qlsim b.al-Hasan b. Zayd 
bi al-Hlasan b. "A, 151 0. 808, 

‘Abd al-Rahmn b alQésum b, Mubaramad 
‘Abi Blak, 148, 

“Abd al-Rahnn b, “Upaydallah b.al-" Abbas, 77 

bd al-Ralymin b al-Walid b. Abd al-Mali 
123, 

‘Aba ab Rabon b. Zayd b.al-Kihattab (nephew of 


“Umar b. a-Khattab), see “Umar b, al- 
Khattab 

“Abd al Rahman b. Ziyad, 113 n. S&2, 

“Abd al-Rabein b. al-Zubayr b. Subayl, 63, 

"Abd al-Razziq b. Hasan Kammina, 5 n 
12. 


the “Abd Shams, 45, 54,77, 106-7, 114, 
US, 128, 144 0, 775, 144 0. 776, 195, 
“Abd Shamsij-s), 101, 102 n. $19, 104, 
196, 
‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Masi b. “Abd al-Aziz. 
$9, 
“Abd al-Wilhid b. “Abdallith al-Naye!, 69 n, 
34, 
“Abd al-Wihid b. Ahmad, 69 9. 308, 
“Abd al-Withid b. Mubammad, 69, 
“Abda bt. "Ali Zayn al-" Abidin, 90, 170 1. 
0s, 
husbands of, 170 n. 905, 
“Abda DU Dikwod b. Abi Umama b Sahl 
Ansiciyya, 172, 
“Aba bt "Umar b. “Alt Zaym ab’ Abidin, 
175, 
‘Abdallah (father of Muhammad), vee 
Muhammad (Prophet) 
“Abdallah (full sabling of Mubarnmad al- 
Bigin, 184 
“Abdallah b. al-" Abbas, 187, 
“Atsdaltah b. “Abd al-Malik, 159, 
“Abdallah 6 al-Hasan (near ascendant of 
Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya), 11, 
156, 156.0. 835, 1560. 836, 
{00 sons of, 156 n, 837, 156. 838, 158, 
‘Abdali al- Agi b. “Umar b. “Amr b. 
“Usha b. “Affin, 120, 121, 
‘confusions over the complete name, 120 
n OA, 
imprisonment of, 121, 121 n. 684, 
“Abdali al-Akbar (elder son of *Uhmin 
b. "Affin), see “Uthendin b'Affan 
‘Abstallih al-Akbar b “Amr (grandchild of 
‘Utheniin b.“Affiin), see “Uthendin b- 
‘Aftin 
“Abdali al-Akibar b. “Aqit bh. Abi Talib, 
196, 
Abdallah al-Asbtar b Mubamumad al-Nats 
ab-Zakiyya 10. 25, 
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“Absdaith b, “Amr b. “Uthmin b, “A fain 
(grandchild of Uithman b. “Affin), see 
“Uthundn b. “AMTin 

“Abdallah al-Ashtar (son of Muhammad b 
“Abdallih), 157 n. 340, 

"Abdallah al+Asghar (younger son of “Uthmin b, 
*Affin), see “Uthmin b, *AfTin 

*Absdalah al-Mabd, 11 

“Abdallah. al Abbi b. “Abd al-Mutfaib, 78, 
142, 

‘Abdallah b, “Abd al-Rahmin b. Abi Bakr, 100, 
100.8. $12, 

"Abdallah b, "Abd ab-Rabmin b. “Awf (so0 of 

*Abd al-Rahendn b. “Aw! see “Abd al-Rulman b 
“awh 

"Absall b. "Absallih . ADE Limayya b. al 
Maghira al-Maktint, 85, 

“Absdallth b. “Abdallih b. “Ubaydallah b, al-Wallid 
», Muhammad b. YOsut b. “Abdallih b. “Abd 
al’ Aviz b. Kh b. “Uthmbn b, “Abdallah b 
"Abd al-’Azte b. Khalid b. “Uqba, 61 1. 253, 

"Abdallih b “ADE Abad by, Jalysh al-Asadt, 45, 

‘Atallah b. Abi Talib, 73, 

“Abdallah b. “All, 60, 98 n, 489, 117 n. 616, 

*Abdallh b. “AMT Zaye al-"Abidtn, 181 

‘Abdallah b, “AIC, alMusayn abMadan 117. 

‘Abdallith b. “Amir b. al-Hadramt, 107, 

‘Absdallih b, “Amir b. KurayZ, 107, 107 n. $46, 
144, 145 

*Absallth b, “Amir b. Rabb. al-Barr b. al: 
Bakm b."Awfb. Malik b. “Urayf', al 
Kihazraj b ly b.al-Sadifb, Hadramayt 
Qubin of the Kinda, #1 n. 37K, 

‘Abdallah b. ‘Amr, 127 n. 696, 

‘Abdallah b. “Amir (grandchild of ‘Uthendn b 
‘Affin). see "Usha. °AfTN 

“Abdallah b. “Ame al-"Uthmdai, 154, 

“Abedallth b-al-Angam b. Abi al-Argam, 68 1 
305, 

‘Abslallth b, al-Aswad (nephew of "Abi al: 
Rabin b, “Awf), see “Abd al-Ralben b, 
“Aw 

“Abdallah al-Aswar b, Yazid, 119, 

‘Abslaliah b, “Ayyaish b, Abi Rabi's b.al-Mughira 
al-Makhzairni, 76 

Abdallah b.al-"Abbis, 148 1.796, 

“Abwallah b, Dawod b. al-Hasan b al-Hasan, 156, 
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‘grandchildren of, 
Hiumayda be. “Umar, 56, 
‘Abdallah b. Humayd, 59 n. 243, 
links with the “Abd Shams, the 
Hiishim and the Makhetin, $9 n, 
243, 
‘Salama (b. Abi Salama), 60, 
sister of Salama (b. Abs Salama), 60, 
“Umar b. Abi Salama, 60, 
likelihood w.r.t, $6 n. 223, 
‘Abd alJabbar b. Abi Salama, 60 
six other children (b. Abr Salama), 60, 
‘Umm Kultham al-Kubra bt. AbO 
Salama, 61, 
Zuri b, Musab, 66, 
“Abd al-Rabmiin b. Muy'ab, 66, 
Fagin bt, Musab, 66, 
‘Umm ‘ Awn bt, Mug'ab, 67, 
‘Umen a-Fadl bt, Mus'ab, 66 1. 290, 
‘Awna bt. Musab, 67, 
Sa’d b. Toei, 69, 69 n. 314,70, 74, 
S$Wib b Morshim, 71, 
‘Abd al-Malik b. Humayd, 73, 
Ghurayr b. Homayi, 73, 
al-Hlasan b. "Uthan, 74, 75, 
daughters of $5, 
‘Armina bt. “Abd al-Ralhmain, 64, 
Maryam bt. “Abd al-Rahmiin, 64, 
umayda bt. “Abd al-Rabyin (fom 
‘Umm Kulthirn), 68, 68 n. 305, 
annat al-Rabrnsio bt, “Abd al-Rabmin 
(rom Sahin), $5, 
famat al-Rabniin bt, “Abd al-Rabymn 
(from Unimn KulthOm), 68, 
‘Bartha bt "Abd al-Rabman (from 
Badiya), 7, 
Juwayriya bt. “Abd al-Ralymn (from 
Badiya), 76, 
Unnan al-<Qanim (from Shayba), 76, 110 
1, 560, 
akhita bt “Abd al-Rahendn, 78, 
{Unnm al-Qasim al-Sughr be “Abe al 
Rabe, 78 
‘Umnn al- Haka bt “Abd al-Rabn b 
‘Awl, 1100. 560, 
son-in-law of 
Teahim b. Qrig b, Khalid al-Kino, 
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4, 
nephews of, 
‘Abii “Ubayda b. “Abdallah, 68, 78, 
"Abdallih b. al-Aswad, 68, 68 n. 305, 
Mus'ab b- al-Aswad, 74, 

“Abd al-Rahman b. “Abd al-Rabman b. “Aw! (son 
of "Abd al-Rahman b. “Awf), see "Abd al- 
Ralymin b, “Awf 

“Abd al-Rabmin b. Abi Bakr, 143, 

‘Abd al-Rabyniio b. Alymad b, “Abdaltihb. 
‘Mubammad b. “Umar b-°Ali, 194m. 1046, 

“Abd al-Rabein b. “Ame b, Mubamnad al- 
Ans, 

4 daughter of, 189, 

‘Abd al-Rabman b. al-Dabak b. Qays al-Firt, 
154, 

‘Abd al-Rabiman b_ al-Hiinith (father of al-Mughira 
. “Abe al-Rabndin), 93 1. 457, 

‘Aba al-Rabynn ts al-Hirith . Hishiin al- 
Makhatini, 115, 115 n, 609, 116 n. 610, 124, 
127. 696, 

‘Abd al-Rabmiin b. Hirfin b, “Abdallah b. 
‘Mubannenad b, Kuthayyir b. Ma’a, $5, 

‘Nba al-Rabynin bs Hii b, “Ane. “Uta 
Nawfal b, Uhayb (married to Umi ‘tmrin), 
see Sa'db, Abi Waqgas 

‘Abed al-Rabman b, Hishim, 116 n. 610, 

‘Abd al-Ralymn tb, Ibraliim b. al-Zubaye b, 
Suhayl b, “Abd al-Rabman, 63, 

‘Abd al-Rabenin b, Muammad b. al-Ash’ath, 37, 

"Abd al-Rabmain b. Mubammad b- Hund bx 
Marwan, 73 

“Abd al-Rabymn b, Mubamead b. “Ubsydalli b. 
‘Sa'd b. Moeailen b. Sa'd b. Mein “Abd al 
Rahman, 71 n. 325, 

“Abd al-Rabendin b, Mubammad b. Yasuf, 103, 

"Abd al-Rabmissb, Mua b. “Abd al-Rabmin 
(grandchild of ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. ‘Awf), see 
“Abd al-Rahmin b. “Awf 

“Abd al-Rabyin b.al-Qsim b. al-Hasan b. Zayd 
' al-Hlasan b. “Ali, 151 n. 809, 

‘Abd al-Rahinn b. al-Qlisim b. Mubamnmad b. 
‘Abi Bakr, 148, 

‘Abd al-Rahmia . “Ubaydalla b.al-*Ablsis, 77, 

Abd al-Rabmain b.al-Walid b. “Abd al-Malik, 
3, 

Abd al-Rabmin b. Zayd b. al-Khantsb (nephew of 


“Umar b. al-Khattab), see “Umar b, al- 
Khattab 
“Abd al-Rahman b. Ziyad, 113 n. S&2, 


‘Abd al-Rabmin b. al-Zubayr b, Subayl, 63, 


"Abd al-Razziq b. Hasan Kammiina, 51. 
12, 
the “Abd Shams, 45, $4, 77, 106-7, 114, 
MIS, 128, 1441. 775, 144 n, 776, 195, 
“Abd Shamsi(s), 101, 102 2.519, 104, 
196, 
‘Abd al-Waha b, Masa b. “Abd al-“Aziz, 
$9, 
“Abd al-Wabid b. “Abdallah al-Nayet, 69 n, 
M4, 
“Abd al-Watid b. Abmad, 69 n. 308, 
“Abd al-Waid b. Mubarnmad, 69, 
"Abia bt “ATT Zayn al-"Abidin, 90, 170 1. 
905, 
hhanbands of, 170 n. 905, 
“Adda bt. Ditwéd b. Abi Umma 6. Sahl al- 
‘Ansariyya, 172, 
"Abd bt. “Umar b, “Alt Zaym al-*Abidin 
175, 
Abdallah (father of Mubammad), see 
Muhammad (Prophct) 
“Abdallah (fll sibling of Mubammad al 
BiSgin), 184 
*Abdalldh b.al-"Abbas, 187, 
"Abdallah ts “Abd al-Malik, 159, 
“Abdali b al-Hasan (near ascendant of 
Mubaromad al-Nafs al-Zakiyya), 11, 
156, 156 0, 435, 1560. 836, 
‘040 5008 of, 156 0, 837, 156.0. BBR, 15K, 
*Abdallib al-"Agjib. “Umar b. “Ame b, 
“Uthmiin b. “Affi, 120, 121, 
confusions aver the complete name, 120 
2 Oak, 
imprisonment of, 121, 121 9.654, 
*Abdallih al-Akbar (elder son of ‘Uthmin 
%."Alfin), se “Uthondn b, *Affan 
‘Aballth al-Akbar b. "Ami (grandchild of 
‘Uthnin b. “AfPin), see “Uhm b 
‘Amin 
“Abdalla al-Akbar b, “Aqil b. Abi Tati, 
196, 
Abdallih al-Ashtar b Muhammad al-Nafs 
al-Zakiyys, 10.825, 
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Abdallth b, “Amr b. "Uhm b, “Affin 
(grandchild of ‘Uthman b. “Affin), see 
“Uthindn b. “AMTin 

“Abdallah al-Ashtar (son of Muhammad b, 
“Absallih), 157/n. 340, 

"Abdallah al>Asghar (younger son of “Uthmin b, 
Affin), see “Uthmn b. *AfTin 

*Absdalah al-Mabd, 11 

“Abdallah al Abbi b. “Abd al-Mutfaib, 78, 
142, 

‘Abdallah b, “Abd al-Ramin b. Abi Bakr, 100, 
100-8. $12, 

"Abdallah, "Abd al-Rabmiin b. “Awf (so0 of 

*Abd al-Ralmn b. “Awf), see “Abd al-Rabman b, 
“Awl 

"Absall b. "Absallih b. ADE Limayya b. al 
Maghira al-Makhani, 85, 

*Abdallth b. “Abdallah b. “Ubaydallah b, al-Walid 
», Mubammad b. YOsut b. “Abdalli b. “Abd 
ale’Aviz b, Khalid b "Ushi by "Absallah by 
"Abd al-’Azte b. Khalid b. “Uqha, 61 1. 253, 

"Abdali b “ADE Abad b, Jalysh al-Asadl, 45, 

‘Ataallah b. Abi Talib, 73, 

“Abdallah b. “Ali, 60, 98 n, 489, 117 n. 616, 

"Abdallh b. “AMI Zaye al-"Abidin, 181, 

‘Abdallah b, “AIT altMusayn abMadanl 117. 

‘Abdali b “Amir b,al-Hlagramt, 107, 

‘Absdallih b, “Amie b. KurayZ, 107, 107 n. $46, 
144, 145 

‘Abdallah b. "Amir b. Rabi b. 

Bakm b."Awfb. Malik b. 
Kihazraj b ly b. al-Sadifb. Hadramayt 
Qubtin of the Kinda, 81 n. 378, 

‘Abdallah b. “Amr, 127 n. 696, 

‘Abdalla b. “Ame (grandchild of “Uthendn b 
fan), see “Uthmdin b "AAT 

“Abdallah b, “Ame al-"Uthndal, 154, 

‘Abdallah b.al-Argam b. Abi al-Angam, 68 1 
305, 

‘Abdallth b, al-Aswad (nephew of “Abs al: 
Rabin b, “Awf), see “Abd al-Ralben b, 
“AWE 

“Abdallah al-Aswar b, Yazid, 119, 

Atslaliah b, “Ayyaish b, Abi Rabi b, al-Mughira 
al-Makhziim, 76, 

Abdallah b.al-"Abbis, 148 1.796, 

‘Abdallah b. Daw0d b.al-ffasan b.al-Hasan, 156, 


158, 160m, 858, 

Abdallih b.al-Fadl, $8, 

‘Abdalldh b. al-Hirith b. Nawfal, $8, 58 n. 
235, Sn. 237, 

“Abdallih b.al-Hangala al-Ghasilal-Ansist 
(son of a Companion of Mubammad), 
33, 33 n, 105, 33 m. 106, 33m. 107, 33 
1. 109,65, 

bay'a to, 33, 33 n. 109, 

“Abdallih b.al-Hasan, 129, 

‘Abdallah b. al-Hasan al-Aftas b, Ali Zayn 
al-‘Abidin, 171, 

‘Abdallah b,al-Hasan b. al-Hlasan b. ol- 
Hasan, 156, 158, 

Abdallih b. al-Hasan b, 
19, 154, 158 n. 843, 15 
1. BRS, 167, 176, 197, 

‘Abslaltah b.al-Hasan b, brn b 

Abdiallih b. alHasan b. al-Hlasan b. “AI, 
161 1. 860, 

‘Abdallah b.al-Hasan b. “Ubaydallah b.al- 
"Abbi b. “AI, 192 n: 1036, 

‘Abdallih  al-Hasan b, Zayd, 149, 

[Abdallah b. Humayd b “Abd al-Rabymdin b, 
Awf (grandchild of ‘Abd al-Ralndin 
'. "Awh, see “Abd al-Rahman b, “Awf 

Abdallah b. al-Husayn al-Akbar b ‘ANT 
Zayn al-*Abidin, 189, 

Abdalla b. al-thusayn al-Asghar, 172, 

Abdallah b. Noe b. Qurizb. Khalid 
Kian, 64, 

Abdali. ‘Imiid b. Akbar ofthe Sadif, $1 
1. 37%, 

for confusion over the accurate name of, 

8h. 378 

Abdallah b. Ishaq b. Tata (grandchild of 
Talha b, "Ubaydaltth), see Talba b. 
"Ubaydallih 

Abualla b. Jafar al-Sidig, 143 9. 976, 
18S, 

Abdul b. Ja’tar b, ABI'Talib, 127 n. 695 
128, 128 n, 704, 139, 140, 

Alallih b.Ja°far “Abst al-Rabn by a 
Miswar b, Makhrama al-Zuhri, 6, 

Abdallah b- Ja'far b, Mulamnmad, 149, 

Abdalla b. Jafar. Mubsammad b. “AIT 
‘Abi Talib, 172'n. 923, 180-0, 963, 


Hasan b. “All 
165, 166, 166 
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“Abdallah, Jabsh b. Ri'ab b. Ya"mur b. Sabra b. 
Murra b. Kabir b. Ganm b. Dadin b. Asad 
. Khuzayms, #4 n. 397, 85, 
“Abdallih b.al-Kawwa’, 43 n. 154, 
‘Abdallah b. Kh b. “Abdallah b. “Amr, 125, 
"Abdallah b. Khalid b. Asid al-Umawi, 115 0 
610, 116.610, 123, 123 n. 670, 124 n. 682, 
12. 
a sister of, 116.0. 610, 
a daughter of, 123, 
mamiage into the family of, 124, 
“Abdallah b, Khalid b. Yazid b. Mu'awiya, 192, 
“*Abdallih b. Mawhib b. Rabilb (an Ash'an all 
‘of the Zura), 
daughter of, 40, 
“Abdallah b. Murbwiya b. “Abdallih b. Jafar b 
‘ADI Talib, 170, 178, 
"Abdalla b. Mu'swiya b. AbI Sufyan, 113, 
“Abdallah b, Muhammad al-Biqic, 12, 
Absallih b- Muthacnmad b°Abs! al-Ralasin b 
Abs Bakr, 104, 
“Abdallah b, Muhammad (grandchild of “AI 
Abi Talib), see “AIT. ADI TBlib 
‘Abdallah b Muhammad b.al-Hanafiyya, 1, 
“Abdallh b. Mulacnmad b. “Imi b. Mori. 91 
91m. 442, 
Abdalla b. Mubamnmad b. "Umar b. “Alt b. Abt 
Talib, 195 2 1047, 
Abdalla. MOsd b. rin b. Mubamnmad 
Talla, , 
“Abdalla b. Muy'ab b. Thibit, 160 0. 858, 
Abdallah b- Muslin, 30, 
‘Abdallah b. Nawfal b. al-Hiinith (gad! of 
Medina), $7 0. 230, 
‘Abiialli b. Sad (sam of Sa'd b. AbI Wagg). 
wwe Sa'd b. Abi Wagais 
‘Aballih b, Sa'd'b. AbI Sarb, $1 9. 186, 107 
‘Abdallah b, Sa'd b. Roehm Sab. Mom b 
Abd al-Rabmin, 74 n.325, 
“Abdallah b. Shayba, 87 n. 416, 
‘Abdallsh b. “Ubaydalith, 67 n. 299 
Abdallah b. “Umar b, "Ame, 121, 122. 124 
‘Abdallih b. ‘Umar (son of “Umar b,al-Khattib), 
sce “Umar b. al-Khattats 
‘Abdallth b. “Uthmain (descendant of Sa'd b. Ab! 
‘Wagais). 46,47. 
Abdallsh/*Abd al-Rahmésrb, “Umar, 1179, 619, 


“Abdallah b. “Uthmiin b. “Abdallih, 116-0. 
615, 

Abdallh b. Yazid b. “Abd al-Malik, 123, 

‘Abdallah b. Yarid b. AbI Sufyén, 117 n 
620, 132, 

Abdallah b. Zamn'a b, al-Aswad, 

descendant of, 117, 

“Abdallah b.al-Zubayr, 13 n. 41,28 n. 72, 
31,43, $1, $8 n. 235, 66, 85, 85 n. 404, 
115, 121, 121. 654, 129m 705, 151, 
151 n. 811, 152 0.813, 167, see also 
Zubeyris and Zubayrnd families 

sons) of, 44, 85, 
daughter of, 85, 

‘Abdallh b.al-Zubaye b. al"Awwim, 95 1. 
469, 

‘Abs (tribe), 24, 93 n, 453, 

al-Abtabil, Mubammmad °All, 148 n. 800, 160 
0 459, 

Abo Abdi b. “Abdallah al-Aswar b, Yazd 
b Murdwiya, 1191. 635, 

‘AbG Aljmad b. Jabs b. Ri"ab b. Ya°mur b. 
Sabra b. Murra b- Kable. Gann b. 
odin b. Asad b. Khuzayma, 84 n 
397, 

Abd al*As b. Umayya, 101, 118. 629, 

AbO al-Baddah, 5$ n, 206, 

Abd Bakr (first of the Rightly Guided 
Caliph), Su. 11, 52, 81,83, 83.9, 395, 
99, 104, 133, 146 0. 78K, 154, see also 
Bakridt-s) 

culogrzing, 82, 

appoantment by, 58, 
granddaughter of, 59 n, 243, 
family of, $9 n. 243, 195 n. 1050, 
«tipkomnatic acumen of, 106, 

a descendant of, 117, 

‘Aba Bakr b. “Abd alsMalik, 97 9, 489, 160 
n SR, 

‘Abd Barb, “Abd al-Rabrniin b. “Aw! (son 
of “Abd al-Rabmn b. "Aw?), see ‘Abd 
al Rabenin b. “Awt 

AbO Bakr b. "Abd alRahein b.al-ttrth b 
Hisham, 69 0. 312, 

‘Ab Bakr b. “Abdallth b. "Abdhalsh b 
‘Umar b.al-Khatb, 

mother of. 59 n. 243, 
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‘Aba Bakr b. “Abdallah b. “Abd al-Rabmiln b. Abi 
Bakr, 100, 

‘Abi Blak b. Abdallah b. Muhammad b. Abi 
‘Sabra b. Abi Rushm b, “Abd al-"Uizza b. Abi 
Qays, 63 n. 274, 

‘AbO Bakr b, “AIT (son of “AIT. AU Talib), see 
“Ali, Abi Talib 

‘Aba Bakr b,al-Hirith b. al-Hlakam (grandchild of 
“Uthnain b, “AfMin), soe “Uthmin b, “AfTan 

‘Abs Bakr b. al-Hasan b, “AIN'b. Abi Talib, 154 1. 
#25, 

‘Abd Bakr b. al-Husayn (grandchild of “AMI b. AbI 
Talib) see "AM. ADI Talib: 

[Ab0 Bakr b, “Ubaydallah b, “Abdallah b, AbI 
Molayka b, “Abdallih b.Jud"in (ofthe Ka'b 
b Lu’ayy), 67, 

Abo Bara, 69, 

‘Abi al-Fad! al-Mutukallien al-Ash’art, 69 n. 308, 

‘Abi Fudayk (Khiirijite), 82 0, 388, 97, 98, see 
also the Kharyites 

‘Abi al-Ghayth b.al-Mughra b. Hlumayd, 73, 
‘Aba Hana al-Khanji, 121 n. 654, 

Abd Hiishim, 127, 127 n. 494, 127 n, 695, 170, 
1H9, 189 n. 1015, 

‘Abdi Hishisn b, Mubammad (grandchild of ‘AN, 
Abi Talib), see “AIS b. Abi Talib 

-AbO al-Hiy/al-Hlaysar b, Raft b, Imei’ -Quys, 

a daughter of, 76-7, 

Abo Hurayra, 145, 

Abo al-"Tyb. Umayys, 132, 144m. 776, 

Abd Iubiiq Tala b. “Ubaydallih b, Mubammad b, 
Imdb. Toei b, Mubamimad b Tala, 
0, 

Abi Jah, Sm. 11, 93 9.487, 115, 

paternal cousin of, 109, 
family of, 115 n. 609, 144 n, 776, 
a daughter of, 3. 744, 144 0.776, 
anf’ be Abi Jab, 143, 
Abi al-Kaysamn al-Kindi, 30, 
‘AbG Lahah, Si 1 
a 500 of, 110, 
the family of, 133, 

‘Abu Lughod, Lila, 13.41, 14 0.43, 165 n, 884, 

Abd Marwan Mubammad b, “Uthman b. Khalid b 
‘Umar b, “Abdallah b. al-Walid b. “Uthman, 
112,131 n. 713, 

Abi Mas‘d "Ugha b. "Amr b, Thalaba al: 


Khazrajiyya al-Ansiriyya, 146, 147, 
147 n. 789, 

‘Aba Mibjan al-Thagafi, 25 n. 60, 

‘Abd Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rabrnin b. 
Muhammad b, “Ubaydallsh b, Sa'd b 
Tbrthimm, 71 0. 321, 

‘Ab Mubammad Taha b. “Ubaydallah b 
“Utiundn b. “Ame b. Ka’b b. Sad b. 
Taym b, Murra, see Tala b 
“Ubaydalts 

‘Abt Murra. "Urwa b. Mas’, 

‘a daughter of, 168, 

‘Abo Masi "Abdallah b. Qays al-Ash'arl 40 
1 138, 92, 92 n, 446, 94, 107 $45, 
146 n. 786, 

a daughter of, 94 n. 467, 102, 
Umayyad leanings of, 94 n. 460, 

‘Absa Qaitfa “Ame b. al-Wall b. “Ugha bs 
Ab Mu'ayt, 132, 

‘Abu Qays'b. “Abd Wadd, 63, 63 n. 274, 

‘Abii al-uilisal-Shibsir, 31, 

‘Aba Sabra b, AbI Rum of the “Amir b. 
Lu'ayy, 144.0, 775, 

‘Aba al-Sij, 88, 

‘Aba Salama b. "Ab al-Rabnsin b. “Awf 
(son of ‘Abd al-Rabman b.“Aw!), see 
‘Abid al-Rabman b. “Awf 

‘Abi alsSardyd b. MangGr al-Shaybaint, 149, 
149 n. HOS, 165, 173 m, 929, 175, 180, 
180 n. 960, 184, 

‘Aba Sufyén, 81, 101 
daughter of, 104, 115 

‘Abd Sufyain b, “Abdallah al-Aswar 
Yai, 119, 119 0. 635, 

‘Aba Talib (father of “AN b. Abi Talib), see 
‘AIT b. Abi Talib 

‘Aba “Ubayda b. “Abdali (nephew of “Abst 
al-Ralnin b, “Awf), se “Abs ab 
Rahindn b, “Awf 

Aba Umiima, 172 n. 917, 

Abit Umayya, $9 0. 283, 

‘Ab ‘Uthat b. “Abdallah al-Aswair by Yazid, 
19, 

Aba "Uthin b. Marwan 114 1. $94, 

‘Aba |-Wafa’ b. Yahya b. . b, Mii b 
Sa'd b. Ibrahim b, “Abd al-Rabndin b 
Awf, 71 1. 324, 
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Abyssinia, 23 n. 48, 168, 
migration to, 76, 
Abbysinian migrations, 0, 76,81, 106, 144 m 
775, 
second Abbysinian Emigration, 46, 85 
to Mecca, 101, 
"Adawt, 63 0, 269, 
‘Adib. Aws, 
descendants of, 4 n. 462, 
“Adib. Nawal, 171 
a daughter of, 95 n 469, 

‘Advisory Council (Shira), 52, 

“Affin b. Abi al-*As (father of "Uthade b. 
“Affin), see “Uthmin b, “Affin 

Alta, 47, s0e also It 

‘Africa, 391. 137 

north, 62, 

the Aftabiyyah (Fathiyya), 183 n. 97% 

ab-Affas, 165 n. 883, 

Agha, Salch Sayed, 320, 100, 35 119, 137 m 
740, 

agnates, 12,13, 13 n 41 

Ahmad, see Muhammad (Prophet) 

‘Abmad b, “Abdalla b. Mubssnmad b. “Ura 
194 

‘Abad b. Abb ake b,al-tHarith b Zara 
Mus'ab b. “Abd al-Rabsna b. "Awl, 66. 

‘Abend bs. ‘Ish b. Zaye, 179, 

‘Abmad b. Muhammad b,“Uthan b. Mubammad 
‘bi. ‘Abd al-"Azteb, “Abdallah b Sa’. a 
Mughira, 122 n 64 

‘Abvmad by, Sa’ b.Morahim, 71 n. 321, 

‘Abad b. Sa'd b.Roethim b, Sab. Rim, 71 
324, 71 n. 32, 

‘Nbwnad bs Zartrab, Musab "Ab al-Rabyn b 
‘Aut, 66, 66 1. 294, 

Ahmed, Asad, 4n. 6,23 0. 53,25 n. 62, 
2K. 73,280. 75, 280, 76, 29 m8 
8, 32m 101, 34 0 110, 36.0 129, 48 m. 178 

al-Ahwia, 98, 149, 149 0. 805, 

‘Aisha bt. "Abd aleMalik, 118 1.629, 

‘isha bt "Abdallah b. "Ame b, “Uthmdn b. 
-Affin, 124, 

‘Aisha ba “Absallah b, Sa’. abMughiea, 122, 

“Riisha bt. Abt Bakr (wife of Mubammad), see 
Muhammad (Prophet) 

‘R's b¢ Muhammad b. Yala b. “Abdali 


. "Abd al-Rabman b. Abi Bakr, 100, 

‘Aisha bt Mas (grandchild of Talha b 
“Ubaydalizh, sce Taba b.“Ubsydallih 

“A’isha bt. Sa'd (daughter of Sa‘d b. Abi 
‘Wagads). see Sa°d b. AbI Waggits 

"Wisha bt Sa°id b “Abdallah, 112 n. $75, 

“Avisha bt Sa'id b, “Uthmin (grandchild of 
“Uthamdn b. “AfTin), see “Uthman b. 
“Afin 

‘Aisha bt. Taha (daughter of Tala b. 
‘Ubaydallah), see Tala b. “Ubaydallah 

“A'tsha bt Talha b. “Umar al-Taymi, 160 n 
858, 

"A'inha bt “Umar b, "Ayimb "Umar b. 
‘Ushi, 117, 

"Aisha be. “Udhmiln (daughter of Udbnn 
'. "Affin), see "Uthman b, “Affan 
“A’iaha bt. Yahya b. Marwan b,“Urwa b. al 

Zubaye b. al-"Awwi, 171, 

‘Aisha bt. Yaad, “Abd al-Malik, 123, 

the "Ajlin, $4, 

al-Ajnidayn, 115 9, 606, 

slau” 

all be "Aballsh b, “Imad b. Akbar of 
the Sadif (uncle of Talba b. 
‘Ubaydallih), see Tala b. “Ubaydallih 

ak AN, $4M0, 2.4, 107 m, $45, 

‘Alb. "Abdallah b. al-"Abbis, 98 n, 489, 
99, 128, 189, 

the ‘Abbiisids of the line of, 188, 

‘All “Absallb. Jafar, 88, 

‘All b. "Abdallah b. Mubammad b. al- 
Hanatiyys, 189, 

All b Abt Talib, 1, Sm. 11, 13 0.33, 15, 
19, 26.67, 2K, 30.0. 47,43, 52m 
196, 68, 161, 354, 77, 83, 83 n 395, 
85, 90, 91, 94, 112 n, $72, 112m. SBI, 
113, 117,129, 135, 138m. 744, 142, 
142 n. 760, 145, 146, 147, 147 n. 792. 
159m. 452, 166 n. 85S, 169 0. 899, 
187, 190, 195, 195 n. 1049, 195.0 
1050, 197, see also "ATid-8) and 
Talibid-s) 

waves of 138, 
1 stma bt Mubarnmad, see 
Mubasnenad (Prophet) 
Khawla be. Safar al-Hanafiyya, 138, 


186, 

Umm al-Banin bt Him l-"Aminyy, 138, 
190, 

‘Sabba’ bt. Rabr-a al-Taghlibryya, 138, 193, 

‘im Said, “Urea bs Mas al-Thagal, 
153, 195, 

Asma’ bt, Urays al-Khath’amiyya, 195, 195 
7.1050, 

‘Layli bt. Mas‘dd b. Khalid b, Miilik al- 
‘Tamimiyya, 195, 

brother of 

‘afar b. Ab Tali, 23m. AK, 25,46, 191, 195 
1050, 
three sons of, 140, 

Agi, Abt Talib, 
children of, 196, 

site of, 
‘Umum Hani’, 195 9, 1049, 
sons of, 139 n.746, 196 n. 1054, 

ale'Abbits b "All, 147 9, 796, 155 9. 833, 175 
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All, 153 n. £24, 158, 161 n. 860, 

‘Urn Hasan Bt Sa’d b al-Asbagh b. Amb, 
Tha'labs al-Kalbiyya, 60, 

‘Umm al-{fasan bt. al-Zubayt b. “Awwiin, 124 

‘Unn al-Hasan Nafisa (grandchild of “Ali b. ADI 
Talib), see “Ali. Abi Talib 

‘Umum Hildl bt. Rabi b. Murayyin (wife of Sa'd b 
‘Abi Wagais), see Sa'd b. Abi Waggiis 

‘Urn al-BSilis bt. “Abdalla by, “Ayyash b. Abi 
Rabj'ab. abMughira, 103, 

‘Umm Hujayr (wife of Sa'd b. Abi Wags). see 
‘Sa’ b, Abs Wagga, 

‘Umm Hukaym/ Hakim, 7%, 

‘Umm HukayrHakim b. “Abd al-Rabman b. Abi 
Bake, 97, 

Umm HokaynvHakimn b. al-Harith, 93 0. 457, 


‘em Hiukayrn/Umin Hakim (wife of Sad 
Abi Wagqais), see Sa'd b. Abi 
Waggas 

‘Ummm Hukayra/Hakim bt Qirid’Qariz/Qint 
‘Khalid b. “Ubayd b. Suwayd al- 
Kindniyya (wife of “Abd al-Rabman b 
“Awl, see “Abd al-Rabmin b. “Awf 

‘Urawm Humayd bt. "Abd al-Rahman 
“Abuiallih b. Abi Rabi'a al-Makhatimi, 
Wn. 49, 

‘Uma Hurayth al-Bahriyya (wife of “Abd al- 
Rabin b.“Awf), see ‘Abd al-Ralymin 
b'Awt 

‘Unum al-thusayn Fatima be. “Abdallah b. 
‘Mubaznmad b. "Ail Zayn al-" Abidin, 
194, 

‘Umm al-Hlusayn (daughter of “AIT b. Abi 
Talib), see “ANN b. ADI Talib 

‘Umm al-Husayn bt. “Ali Zayn al-"Abidin, 
170, 

‘Umm al-Husayn bt al-Hasan (grandchild of 
“Alb. ADT Talib), see “Ab. Abi Talib 

‘Umm Rorahien be. fbrabim b, Hisham b, 
‘sent, Hishien b,al-Walidb. al- 
‘Moghira alMakhzfimiyya, 183 9. 977, 

‘Unum “Isa be. “ly b, Nawfal b. "Adib. 
Nawal b. Asad b. “Abd al-"Uzzd b 
Qusayy, 95, 

uncle of, 95 n. 469, 

(Umm Ing bt Jabala b. al-Hlirith of the 
Kinda, 100, 

‘Unman Isisq bt. Muhammad b. “Abdalla b. 
aa-thirith b, Nawfal b.al-Harith b, 
“Abd al- Muttalib, 175, 

‘Umum Ishq bt. Sad (daughter of Sad 
‘Abi Wagqi), see Sa'd b, Abi Wagais 

‘Umm Isdq bt. Tala (daughter of Talba b, 
“Uaydalih), see Talla "Ubaydaltsh 

‘Ummm Jafar bt. Mubammad b. Ja‘farb. Ab 
Talib, 186, 

‘Umum al-Qiisim be “Abd al-Rabman b. “Aw! 
‘(daughter of “Abd al-Rabynin b, “Avf), 
see ‘Abd al-Rabrnin b. “Awf 

‘Urn al-Qiisi bt. Muhammad (grandebid 
‘of Talla b. “Ubaydallah), soe Talha b. 
“Ubaydalish 

Umen Khalid bt “Udhnan (daughter of 
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“Uthrniin b “Affin), see “Uthmiin b. “Affi 

‘Umm Kalthim (daughter of Muhammad), see 
Mubammad (Prophet) 

‘Umum Kult (wife of ‘Abd al-Rabrndn b. 
“Abdallah b. Abi Rabi'a al-Makhsimi), 99 n, 
499, 

Uimm Kulthiim bt, “Abdallah b.al-Hasan, 162 0 
866, 

‘Umum Kulthdem be. “Abdallah b Jafar b. Abi 
Talib, 128, 129, 129 0. 705, 139, 

‘marriages of, 128, 128 n. 703, 139, 

‘Unum Kuli be, Abt Bakr (wife of Talla b 
“Ubaydallah), see Taha b, “Ubaydallah 
‘Unum Kulthm bt. “AIT, Abi Talib (daughter of 
"AITb. ABI-TAIiD), see “AND. ADI Tilib 
‘Urn Kult be. “ANI Zayn al-"Abidin, 158, 170. 

‘Ummm Kulthii bt. al-Fad! b.al-’Abbis b, al: 
Mota, 92, 141 n, 755, 145.0. 786, 146 0 
786, 

‘Urn Kult be al-Hrith b, al-ttakam b, Abi 

“Ay, 118, 118 n. 626, 

‘Umm Kulthoen bt. al-Hasan, 153, 

‘Urnen Kulthen bt. Roetien, 89, 

‘Ummm Kulthor b4 Rorahien b, Mubarnmad b 
Talba, 126, 126m. 90, 

‘Uenen Kulthim bt. Mubarnmad b. al-Hasan b, al 
Hasan b. “AN, 161, 

Unmen Kilthiin bt. Mb, "Abdallih, 162. 

‘Umm Kuhn bt. Sa'd (daughter of Sa’d b, Abi 
‘Waqgis, wife of Ibrahim b. “Abd al-Rabinin 
b, "Aw(), see Sa'd b. Abi Waqqi 

‘Unum Kulthimm bt. Subayl b, “Ami b. "Abd Shams, 
140.775, 

‘Ummm KulthGm al-Kubré bc AbG Salama 
(grandchild of “Abd al-Rabman b. “Aw?), see 
"Abed al-Rabendin b. “Awf 

‘Urn Kultbom be. ‘Udsydallih b. Shihab b 

‘Abdallah b, alHtérth b, Zubr, 66 

‘Urnen Kuti bt. “Ugha b. Ab! Mu'ayt b. AbT 

“Anne b. Umayya b. "Abd Shams (wife of 
‘Abd al-Rabymdin b, “Aw/), see “Abs 
Rabin b."Awf, 106, n. S81 

‘Uenn Kilthien bt. "Utha b. Rab b. “Ab 
‘Shams{ wife of “Abd al-Rabmdn b. “Aw?). see 
"Abd al-Rahenin b. “Awt 

‘Umum Kulthdm be. Zayn al-"Abidin, 158 n. #46, 

‘Ummm al-Mayrndna bt Hamza b,al-Cisio b, al- 


Hasan b. Zaye, 149 n. 801, 

‘Umm Misé bt “Umar. “Alb. Abi Talib, 
1s, 

(Umm al-Qisim bt. al-Hasan b. al-Haxan b. 
*AITD. AbI Talib, 153, 

‘Umm al-Qiisien bt. Ja° rb. al-Hasan b. al- 
Hasan b, “AM, 149, 

‘Unie al-CQisim bt. Sa'd (daughter of Sad b. 
‘Abi Waggis; wife of Mbeim b. “Abd 

I Rahman b. "Awf), see Sa'd b. Abi 
Waqaas 

{Urn al-Qltsim al-Sughrd bt. “Abs ale 
Rahman, 78, 

‘Umm Said bt “Abd al-Rabin b.al-Hirith 
'. Hishimm al-Makhieni, 127, 127 w 
696, 

Unmn Sa’id *Abdallah b. “Amr, 127. 69, 

‘Uni Said bt. al-Mukhairig b. “Urwa, 66 n 
290, 

(Unni Sa°td bt. Sad ("Uthin bs. °Af83n), 
see "Uthmin b. "AfTin 

{Unni Sad bt "Urwa b, Mas'Od al-Thagat 
(wife of “Ali b. AbU Talib), see "AN b 
ADE Tai 

‘Umm Sa°ld bt. "Uthmin (daughter of 
"Uthmin b, “Affin), soe "Uthmdin 
Affi. 

‘Unmn Salama (wife of Prophet 
Mubammmad), see Mubammnad 

‘Umm Salama bt. “Abd al-"Aazien b. °AIb 
al-Hasan b. Zaye b, abHlasan b. Zaye 
tb ab-flasan b. “AM, 149, 

Un Salama bt a-Hasan (grandchild of 
"AIT. Ab Talib), see “AIT, ABU TINO 

Umm Salama bt, Muhammad al-Baqir, 181, 

‘Umin Salama bt, Muhammad b. al-Hasan b 
al-Haan b. “AN, 159, 

‘Vent Salama b¢. Mubarmmad b. Tala b. 
"Abdalla b.*Abel al-Rabein b. Abi 
Bakr, 160 0. 858, 

‘Unni Salama bt. Salama b Abi Salama b. 

‘Abd al-Ratman b, “Aw, 66 0, 294, 

‘inn Salama bi. Yagi b. Salama, 93, 

‘Uma Shaybin bt. be Yabya b 
‘Mubammad b. Isat b. Muhammad 
bb Yahya b, Zakariya b, Tula, 100, 

{Ummm Sulayman, 121 n. 654, 
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‘Ummm “Ubaydatah be. Talba b. “Umar al-Tayri, 
12, 

‘Umm Unis bt. Abt Misi al-Ash‘art, 94. 462, 
102, 

‘Un *Uthman bt “Abdallah b. “Aw! al-Zishe, 61 
1.256, 

‘Uma “Uthmiin bt. Abi Hodayr b, “Aba of the 
Angas, 189, 

‘Umm “Uttam bt. Bukayr 6. “Ama, 121, 

‘Ummm “Uthmin bt. Said b. al-*As b. Said b. al 
“As, 118, 119, 120, 

smother of. 119, 

‘Umm “Uthmain bt. Sa’id b. Kili, 120, 

‘Umm "Uthman bt “Uthmin, 115 0. 610, 116m 
610, 

‘Umm Yahy bt. Muhammad, “Inarin, 92 0. 448, 

‘Ummm Yahya bt Muhammad b. "Urwa by al- 
Zobayr, 92, 

‘Umm Ya'qib al-Talbiyya, 126, 

‘Umm Ya'qab b¢ Ismail b, Totha (grandchild of 
‘alba b. "Ubaydalith), see Talba b 
“Ubaydallih 

‘Uma Yazid be. "Abdallah b, Yazid, 119, 

‘Umm Yazid be Yazid b. Mu'liwiya, 118 a. 629, 

‘Umm Zabra" (wife of Sa°d'b. Abt Waggis). see 
Sa'd b. AbI Wagga 

Unayfb. Hiitha b, La'am al-Tayyi 

‘daughter of, 168 n. 892, 
"Ua b. "Amr al-Angart, 

1 daughter of, 145, 
"Uqha b. Ja'wana, 64 n. 280, 
‘Ugba b. Mu'ayt, 

descendants of, 15, 

ab-Urdunn, 78, 114, 

*Urva al-Akbar b, “Abd abRabmin b, “Aw! (son 
of "Abd al-Rabenin b. “Awf), see “Abd al- 
Ramin b. “Awf 

“Urva b, Mas’Gd al-Thaqaf, 
daughters of, 138 n. 745, 199. 852, 168 0 

895, 
«8 great granddaughter of, 168 n. 895, 


“Urwa b. al-Zubayr, 69 n. 312, 92, 92 9. 448, 175, 


Usima b. Zayd b, Hiritha, 103, 143 0.74, 
“Untha b. “Abd Shams, 101, 
“Usha b. Abi Lahab, 110, 
tha b. Abi Sufyin, 
children of, 153 n. 819, 


“Utha b. Abi Waggis (brother of Sa'd b, 
‘Abi Wagqis), see Sa'd b. Abi Wagads 
“Uta b. Ghazwan, 110 n. $60, 
“Uta b. Rabi'a b. “Abd Shams, 76 n. 354, 
500 of, 76, 

*Utba b. “Uthmin (son of “Uthmin b 
"Affin), see “Uthmin b, “Affan 
“Uthayma bt. Bukayrb. “Amr b, “Uthmin 

“Affin, 121, 
"“Uthenn bs “Abd al-Rabman b. “Aw, (so0- 
‘in-law of Sa'd b. Abi Waggis, husband 
‘of Umm al-Hakam al-Sughrs), see Sa'd 
bb Abi Waggis 
“Uithendn b. “Abd al-Rahmiin (al-Madant)b. 
‘Abin b. "Uthmin b. "Affin, 12K, 
“Uttar b- AbTal-"Ag al-Thagafi, 107 n 
sas, 
“Uthin b.*Affin b. Abi al-’As b. Umayya 
b. "Abd Shams, 1, $n. 11, 90,23, 13, 
19,27, 27.9. 69, 31 n. 94, $0, 1, $3.0 
202, 9, %6, 79, 82, 3, 83 0.392, 83 n 
394, K3 m.95, 106, 106 n. $42, 107 0 
$48, 109, 109 n. 557, 112, 115m. 60”, 
117 n 620, 118 n. 626, 118m. 629, 
119, 1191 634, 124, 130, 132.725, 
133, 144, see also "Uthendnid and 
‘Utena 
selection as a caliph of, 53 0.201, 
rebellion against, 25 n. 63, 
murder of, 27m. 71, 31, 37,43, 83, 107, 
144, 
reign of, 39, 
hostility towards, 40 
supporter of, 45, 
nepotism by, $2 n. 198, 82, 107, 
wealth of, 106, 
Aarib for Mubaramad (Prophet), 106, 
impeccable lineage of, 106, 
‘cognate connections to the Prophet's 
family, 107-8, 
appointment by, 58 
maternal grandmother of, 
al-Bydi" bt “Abe al-Mutalib b 
Hashim, 107, 
‘08 of, 108-9, 109 n, $50, 
Abslallsh al-Akbar b."Uthmin, 9 n 
23, 78, 110, 1100. S60, 


“Abdallah sl-Agghar b. “Uthman, 9 n. 25, 110 
1. 560, 

‘Aban b. “Uthein, 78 n. 364, 123, 124, 127, 
127m 695, 127 n. 696, 128, 128 n. 701, 
128 n. 703, 129, 130, 

Sa‘id b, "Uthmin, 102, 102 n. $21, 112, 112 
1575, 112m, S78, 112 n. 579, 112 0. 581, 
113 n. $82, 

“Ama b. “Uthmiin, 90 n. 435, 104, 108, 113 0 
586, 117, 118, 118 n. 626, 11K n, 629, 120, 
133,134, 

Mughira b. “Uthrndn, 109, 

"Abd al-Malik b. “Uthmiin, 110, 

‘Umar. “Uthman, 116, 117 9, 620, 118 
626, 

“Utha b. *Uhmin, 110 9. 562, 

Kchllid b. “Uthendn, 130, 

*Anbasa b. “Uthindin, 132, 132 0.717, 

daughters of, 108-9, 109 n. 580, 

Umum Abdi be. "Utheniin, 114, 

‘Unum “Ame bt. *Uthmin, 114, 

*Kisha bt. “Uthmiin, 114, 115, 129 n, 708, 

Maryam bi. “Uthrman, 115, 116 m. 610, 124, 
1279 696, 

Maryam al-Sughrd, 132, 132m. 722, 

‘Umm al-Rantn bt "Udheniin, 117 n, 620, 132, 
133 n. 727, 

Umm Sa°id be, “Uthendin, 123, 132, 

‘Arwé bt *Uthamiin, 132, 

‘Umim Khai be. "then, 132, 

wives of, 110, 133, 133 n, 727, 

FPakhita bt. Ghazwan b Jaber b. Nusayb of the 
Qays b, "Aylin, 9. 23, 1100. $60, 

Tuenddir bt al-Agbagh b. “Amr b, Tha'laba h 
ign b. Damdam b. °Adi b, Jana of the 
Kalb of Qudi'a, 60, 

Ramla bt. Shayba b. “Abd Shams, 101, 102 0, 
519, 111, 113, 113 9. $86, 114, 114 n. SH9, 
ns, 

Rugayya bt. Muhammad, 106, 110, 110 9, 
$00, 
jon Kulthtim bt, Mubarninad, 106, 110, 

‘Asma’ bt. Ab Jal, Hisham, 109, 109 0, 
552, 109 n. SS7, L16n. 610, 

aia bt. al-Walidb, “Abel Shams b. al- 
Moghira, 109, 110,111, 113 n 586, 16m 
610, 


‘Umm al-Banin bt, “Uyayna b. Hlign, 
110, 

‘Umm “Amr bt. Jundab al-Azdeyya, 
111, 115,115 m. 602, 127, 130, 131 
2116 

Nala bt al Furdfiga al-Kalbiyya, 111 
131, 1318, 716, 1 

father of, 

‘Affin b. AbFal-"As, $0, 

brother-in-law of, 

“Abd al-Rabenin b, “Awf, 52, 

half-sister of. 68, 
mother of, 15, 

‘Anwa bt. Kurays b, Rabi'a b. Habib. 

‘Abed Sats, 106, 
‘grandchildren of, 

“Absdallih b, "Amr, 34, 104, 123, 124, 
125, 125. 68S, 126, 127 0. 696, 
138, 

‘Bukayrb, “Ame, 112, 113,121, 121 1, 
654, 122, 124, 

‘A’isha bi. Said, 113, 

Mubammad b. Said, 113, 

‘Usam Said bt. Sa'id, 113, 
‘Ubayedallah b. Marwin, 114, 

“Uthiman b, Marwan, 114, 

Diiwiid b. Sa'ld, 114, 

Sulayandn b, Sa*Md, 114 

“Uthman b, Sa'Wd, 114, 

‘Mu"awiya b. Sarid, 114, 

Armina bt. Said, 114, 
thin b. abtiaith, 114 

Abii Bakr b- al-Hatrith, 114 

Bakr b. “Abuallih, 115, 

‘Umum Ayyib be. “Amr (or "mar, 116, 
160.613, 

‘aya. Umar (or “Ame, 116, 116.0 
64 
‘Uthmin al-Akbar b.*Ame, 118 
‘or “Uthmin al-Agghar, 118 1. 628, 

Khalid b, “Ame, 118, 118 629, 
‘Umar "Amr, 120, 

Amina bt. ‘Umag, 120. 

alMaghita b, “Ame (poet) 121, 1 
124, 

‘Umm "Ame bt. Abin, 123, 127 0. 696, 
‘Abd al-Rabmén (al-Madani) b. Abin, 


128, 

Zayal be. Khalid, 130. 
“*Anbasa b. “Amr, 130, 
Sarid b. Khalid, 130, 

Marwan b. Abii, 153, 

“Ustmdn 6. “Ame (grandchild of “Uta b 
‘Affi, see “Uthmsin b.“AfFin 

‘thm b. al Hirth b.al-Hakam (grandchild of 
“Uthmdn b “AfTin), see “Uthman b. "Aan 

“Uthman b, Hayyan al-Munr, #7 n. 416, 156 m 
07, 

“Uthenin b. Hunayfal-Anpai, 45, 

“Uthmn b, Marwan (grandchild of “Usha 
“Affin), see “Uthmdn "Affi 

“Uthmin b. Said (grandchild of ‘Uthat b 
“Affin), see “Utd . "AfTin 

*Uthmn b, Zayd b. "Umar b. "Uthmdn, 116 

‘Ushi b,al-Zubaye b. “Abdali. al- Walid 
‘Uthoin, 

a daughter of, 112, 

“Uthminid-) (of oF relating wo “Urhmdin 
‘Atfan), 14, 14 1. 43, 19, 108, 113 n. 586, 
114, 117, 122, 125, 125 0, 685, 127, 128, 130 
a 711, 131m. 713, 131m. 716, 132.8. 716, 
133, 133 n. 728, 134, 137, 151 m B13, 154 0 
2K, 159, 166, 185, 200, 

‘groups that were ant, 16, 
“Ali-leaning. 102 9. $19, 
cognates of, 124 n. 682, 

‘Uthmaniyya, $0. 11 

“Uyayna b. Hisn, 110, 1100. 563, 


Vaghieri, L. Veccia, 141 n. 285, 142 n. 764, 
Vida, G. Levi Della [R.G. Khoury], 106 n. S34, 


the Wadi al-Quei, $4, 114, 192. 

‘Wahb b. “Abel Mani’. Zulbra, see Muhammad 
(Prophet) 

Waki", Mubamenad b, Khalaf, $7 0. 2 
440, 

‘al Walid b, "Abs al>Malik, 60 m. 246, $7 nm. 416. 
100, 116. 611, 118.0, 629, 123, 123 m. 674, 
147, 144, 153, 158, 159m. 855, 167. 170, 
174, 17, 17%, 178 950, 182, 187, 190. 
191, 193m, 1041, 194, 194 m. 1042, 197, 198, 
200, 

sl- Walid b, “Abd Shams, 109, 109 n. 552. 109 
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$57. 

al-Walid b, "Ugbs b. Abi Mu'ayt, 39, 39 2. 
135, 68, 107, 

al Walid b. “Utha, 16, 19, 20, 35 n_116, 64 
2. 281. 76m, 384, 147 n. 796, 148 0. 
796, 191, 

‘al-Walid b. Yazid, 63, 63 271, 72, 86, 
119. 120, 120. 645, 129, 130, 155, 

Wagisa Berbers, 11, 

ab Wii, 65 n. 288, 

ab Wiiit, 35 n. 119, 38 0. 134,71, 180, 

al-Wisthig, 112, 

Watt, W. M., 137m. 740, 

Wemer, Karl F.,4n. 7, 

Wilken, 13.41, 

wane drinking, 25 n. 60, 121, 


aL-YA6', 700, 318, 

Yahqub b. Milk, see Band Yabpub 

Yaya b. "Abibid b.  Aball b. Kisii b. 
Asid, 124 n, 682, 130, 

Yahya b. “Abd al-Rabman b. “Aw! (x00 of 
“Abd al-Rabendin b. “Aw!), see “Abd al- 
Rabmin >. “Awf 

Yabya b. "Abd al-Rabmin b. Hirtn b 
“Abdallih b. Mubammad b. Kuthayyir 
b.Ma'n, $5, 

Yahya b. "Abdallah, 141 n. 755, 160 n, 858, 
162 1. R69, 164, 165, 

Yay al-Barmaki, 160 0. 858, 

YahyS b. al-Hakam, 56, 78, 78 0. 364, 127 
13. 693, 152, 

very likely Yahya b, alHakam b. Ab al- 
Ag b. Umayya, $6. 221, 1100. $60, 

Yay b. al-Hasan a-"Aqigh, 70. 15, 

Yahyd b. al-Hasan b, "Uthman b, “Abd al- 
Rabenin b. "“Awf, 75, 

‘Yainyd b. al-usayn al-Asghar b. °AMi Zayn 
ab’ Abidin, 172, 

‘Yahya b. fami b. Sa°d (s00 of tse by 
So'd), see Sa'd b. Abi Wagqas 

Yahya b. Jariral-Bajall, 119, 

Yahya b. Kathir b al" Abbis 140, 

Yaya b. Kh al-Barmaki, 59 

Yahya b. Khalid al-Qusri, 70, 

Yahya b. Muhammad b. “Ali b. “Abdali b. 
ak Abbas, 189-90, 
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‘Yahya b. Muhammad b, Isma'Tl b. Mubarnmad b 
‘Yahya b. Zakariyl b. Talha b"Ubaydallsh, 
100, 

Yahylb, Misi (grandchild of Talba b. 
"Ubaydallah), see Talba b. “Ubsydallah 

Yabya b. Tatha b. “Ubaydallah (som of Talba b 
“Ubayeallth), see Talba b. “Ubaydallth 

‘Yahyé b, Zakarrya (grandchild of Talha b. 
“Ubaydallah), see Talba b.“Ubaydallah 

Yabyib. Zayd b. "AN Zayn al~"Abidin, 177 2 
544, 178, 189, 190 n. 1020, 

Ya'la bh Munayya, 107 n, 545, 

‘Yarnima (region in Arabia), 42, 43, 96, 109, 

battle of, $4, 

Ya'rmur b, Shara b. “Abd b. Awf, 41, 

Yanbu’, 39 n. 137, 192, 

‘Ya'qab b. Ibrahim al-Hasan b. al-Hasan, 158, 

Ya'qab b. Mbeahim b, Muhammad b, Talha, 84, 

‘Ya'qub b. Ismail b. Tats (grandchild of Tula b 
“Ubaydallah), see Talba b.“Ubaydallah 

Ya'qob b. al-Mangar, 95, 

Ya'qib b. Muhammad b. Hind bt. Marwan, 73 

Ya'gab b. al-Clixim b, Mubarmenad b, YabyA b, 
Zakariya b. Taba b. “Ubaydallah, 100, 

Ya‘ qhb b. Sa°d Ibe b, Sab. brim b 
‘Abs al-Rabenin, 71, 

Ya'qib al-Madantb, Tals (500 of Tala b 
“Ubaydallah), see Talba b, ‘Ubaydallah 
si-Ya'qibi, Abenad b, Abi Yagi b, Jair, 53 n 

201, 113 9, 5K2, 178. 949, 

Yqot, 39 n.137, 

Yard, the Battle of, 82, 115, 

Yayn, 73, 

‘Yavid b. “Abdalla b Zam’ 
Mutulib, 72 n. 330, 
Yaazidb. "Abd al-Malik, 69 n.314, 118 0.629, 

123, 124, 125, 125 0. 68S, 129, 154, 154m 


al-Aswad b. al- 


Yazid b. Mu'Swiya b. Abi Sufyan, 15, 16, 30, 31 
33, 35 n. 116, 37, 45, $8 n. 237, 62, 65, 65 
289, 67, 72, 72 n. 329, 89, 95. 97 n. 484, 102 
i 520, 112, 112. $78, 115, LIB, 118 n, 629, 
125, 128, 129, 143, 145, 168, 169, 169 
899, 187, 191, 191 1, 1027, 200, 

governor appointed in Medina by, 32, 95 n, 
469,191, 
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This book charts the sociopolitical trajectories of 
five of the leading religious elite families of the 
Hijaz for the Umayyad and early ‘Abbasid periods 
(ca. 40-218 AH) as a preliminary excursion into 
the history of this hitherto unstudied, yet highly 
important province. Bringing together the mass of 
details on matters such as kinship ties, political 
appointments, and participation in revolutionary 
movements that are scattered throughout the 
Islamic sources—and especially genealogies—this 
work contributes to uncovering salient patterns of 
local politics, the logic of kinship ties, and the 


nature of Arabo-Islamic genealogical literature. 
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